
Lode Parish Council 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Council held at 7.30pm on Monday 12 

July 2021 
These minutes comprise 4 pages  

 
Present: Cllrs R Small (Chair), R Stevens, F Platten, C Purbrook, T Crickmar;   
D/Cllr J Trapp  
Items from the public: None 
 
39/21 Chair’s Welcome: Cllr Small welcomed those present to the meeting and outlined the 
reasons for adopting the new style agenda. He explained that actions agreed at the meeting would 
be reported on the information sheet but not placed on the agenda unless specifically requested. 
Similarly, if Councillors wish to discuss a matter arising from correspondence circulated through the 
month, they are asked to contact the Clerk (with a copy to him) four clear days before the meeting 
so that it can be put on the agenda 
 
40/21 Apologies: Cllr M Walsh, C/Cllr A Sharp 
 
41/21 Declarations of interest: Cllr Purbrook declared an interest as a friend of the applicant for 
planning item 21/00753/ARN. He took no part in the discussion or framing of comments in respect 
of this item 
 
42/21 Minutes of meeting 14 June 2021: These were approved 
 
43/21 Outstanding issue from last meeting: 

 Graffiti on Bus Shelters at Lode Crossroads and High Street: The Clerk reported that he had 
chased Street Scene at ECDC as no quotation has yet been received 
  

44/21 District Council Report: D/Cllr Trapp referred to his report which is appended to these 
minutes. He highlighted that ECDC has become a member of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
Against Scams Partnership. Cllr Stevens noted that the newsletter from D/Cllr Bailey, Leader of 
ECDC, sets out the environmental commitments agreed by the Council 
 
45/21 Finance: 

a) The Council unanimously agreed the following payments: 

J E Giles Salary & PAYE £405.30 Local Govt Act 1972 s111 

W Jaggard Cemetery £173.39 Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

W Jaggard Fuel £6.23+VAT Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Swaffham Internal 
Drainage Board 

Agricultural drainage rates £30.36 Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Zoom (pd by card) Remote meeting software  £11.99+VAT Local Govt Act 1972 s 111 

Truelink Grasscutting etc £382.90 +VAT Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Lawn & Leisure UK Inner tubes for scythe 
mower 

£12.99 Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Eastern Tree 
Surgery 

Removal of hawthorn trees 
and roots 

£380+VAT Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

Big Tyres 2 x replacement tyres and 
four inner tubes 

£104.00+VAT Open Spaces Act 1906 ss 9 & 10 

A proposal to purchase a wheelchair accessible picnic table is deferred to the wider consideration of 
projects at the September meeting 



b) Payments falling due before the next Council meeting in September: The Council agreed 
that routine payments falling due will be referred to the Chair for sign-off by the Clerk. The 
invoices from Fen Group will be considered by the Councillors on the Fassage Green Working 
Group to confirm that the items have been delivered within the terms of the quotation from 
the Contractor. The Chair will confirm authorisation for payment to the Clerk. An 
extraordinary meeting will be convened in the event of a significant variance 

c) Allotment Rents: Taking account of the charges for allotments by some neighbouring Parish 
Councils, the Council resolved to raise rents from £20, £16 and £14, to £25, £20 and £17 
respectively with effect from the annual renewal on 1 October 

46/21 Planning 
a) 21/00968/ARN Anglesey Farm, Lode Fen CB25 9HD – change of use of two existing barns 

to 5 dwellings: The Council was unclear how this application was allowable under the 
Permitted Development legislation as there has been development within the “established 
agricultural unit” since the cut-off date of 20 March 2013. The smaller building was a 
workshop then a shop. The Council resolved to ask that the matter be referred to the 
Planning Committee if the Officer concludes that this application constitutes “permitted 
development” 

b) 21/00753/ARN Frolic Farm, Lode Fen CB25 9HF – convert two barns to 5 dwellings: The 
Council noted that the barns in question had been built before 2013. The Council believes 
that the facility at Frolic Farm operates under planning permission as a recreational facility 
rather than as an agricultural business so questions whether it is eligible for permitted 
development under agricultural provisions of the legislation 

47/21 Council Administration: Cllr Small advised that although the Council had taken steps to be 
compliant with GDPR requirements when the legislation was enacted, there remain some elements 
where the Council could be at risk most notably around email. He proposed that the Council should 
apply for a lodepc.gov.uk email domain at a cost of £80 for the first two years and £40 for each 
subsequent two year period. He further proposed that the Council subscribe to Microsoft 365 to 
acquire secure cloud-based software for storage and sharing of documents. The cost of this facility 
would be £3.80 per user per month – a cost of around £365 per year across the Council. As this 
would provide access to Microsoft Teams there would an offsetting saving of £144 per annum for 
the Zoom subscription we currently pay. This proposal was agreed in principle by the Council with 
discussion on implementation to take place from September. 
Cllr Small also highlighted the training opportunities for Councillors available through CAPALC as well 
as the valuable information that is available on the CAPALC and NALC websites. The Clerk confirmed 
that there is a training budget (currently £250 pa with £200 remaining to the end of March) 
ACTION: The Clerk to circulate login and password details for CAPALC and NALC websites 
 
48/21 Environmental and Open Space Matters 

a) Late night use of Fassage Car Park: Cllr Small summarised the events since concern had 
been raised by a local resident. A meeting of interested parties on 7 June (including Cllrs 
Small & Stevens, Lode with Longmeadow Village Trust and the resident) had considered 
options, including the installation of a removable bollard. He clarified that the track is owned 
by the Parish Council which gives permitted rights of access to residents of 24a Fairhaven 
Close, and users of the Cemetery, Fassage Hall, Recreation Ground and the allotments. He 
queried whether there should be a stipulated time beyond which the Car Park is deemed to 
be closed so that the position is clearer. It was noted that the temporary measure of a notice 
attached to a moveable plastic bollard has resolved the specific issue in that there have no 
recent instances of late night noise or littering of the Car Park. In the circumstances, Cllr 
Crickmar proposed that no further action is necessary at this time as the problem no longer 
exists. It was agreed that the temporary bollard would continue to be put in place at night 
and the matter put on the September agenda if further action needs to be considered. 



ACTION: Cllr Small to speak with the resident affected to advise him of the Council’s decision 
b) Update on FCC Communities Fund Project, Fassage Green: Cllr Small outlined the 

considerable work that has taken place over recent weeks to ensure the construction phase 
was ready to begin last week. This has included the signing of the Grant Agreement on 3 
June, a site meeting with the Contractor on 18 June, followed by finalisation of the contract 
with Fen Group on 29 June. The Fassage Green Volunteers cleared the relevant areas of the 
Green and the route of the new path was marked out on 26 June. This work identified that a 
further area needed to be cleared of hawthorns which was arranged at short notice to 
ensure the area was ready for the contractors to begin on 6 July. The work on excavating the 
new paths is well-advanced with the plan being to lay the hard core over the next few days. 
The Contractor reassessed the risk of bringing delivery lorries into the site and has made an 
arrangement for the hard core to be delivered to Sunny Ridge Farm and then moved to site 
by the dumper trucks. The Contractor has revised the risk assessment to take account of this 
change of plan and the Council is very grateful to Mr Durrant for offering the facility to take 
delivery of the materials. 
Cllr Small said that the contractor will respond to the Working Group’s instructions regarding 
the profile of the bund. Cllr Stevens has suggested a gentler curve on the path behind the 
cricket net which would make it easier for wheelchair users and cyclists 

c) Cambridge Waste Water Treatment Plant Relocation Project Consultation: Cllr Purbrook 
placed a notice in the July Lode Star alerting residents to this. Concern was expressed that 
there does not appear to be active engagement by the Cambridge Eastern Access Project. 
This would be a major issue if the access option using the Quy roundabout is selected. It is 
already congested and the plant is estimated to have 150 lorries a day requiring access 

d) Footpath 27 on south side of the Recreation Ground: Cllr Small thanked Cllr Stevens for the 
considerable work he has done to reclaim the path from the encroachment of grass. Cllr 
Stevens had reported the state of the path to Highways who indicated that repairing it was 
not a priority and that the Parish Council is responsible for the encroachment. A member of 
the Fen Group team has suggested that it could be possible to break up the present path and 
use it as hardcore with a Breedon gravel topping to match the new paths.  

ACTION: Cllr Stevens will explore whether CCC would make a contribution if this option were to be 
pursued – to be put on September agenda 

e) Wheelchair accessible picnic bench for the Fassage Green: Cllr Small identified two options 
for this; a wooden one at £299+VAT or a recycled plastic one, which would be more durable, 
at about twice the price 

ACTION: To be put on September agenda 
f) Waste arising from sports fixtures:  

ACTION: Cllr Platten will remind the Cricket Club about the arrangements for disposal and removal 
of waste 
49/21 Committee Matters: Cllr Small proposed that the Council should have an employment sub-
committee to ensure that it meets its responsibility as an employer. It would need to meet twice a 
year. Cllrs Small, Crickmar and Purbrook agreed to join the Committee the formation of which was 
supported unanimously by the Council 
ACTION: Cllr Small to bring draft Terms of Reference to the September meeting for approval 
50/21 Community Matters: Cllr Crickmar advised that now the Food Bank was operating at a lower 
level and the resources originally provided by the Council had been used up, the support to local 
people would be able to continue under the auspices of the Lode with Longmeadow Community 
Group. There would therefore not be a requirement for routine reporting to the parish Council in 
future 
51/21 Highways and Footpath Matters 

a) 20’s Plenty for Cambridgeshire: Cllr Stevens proposed the motion “This Parish supports 20’s 
plenty for Cambridgeshire’s aim for wide area, default signed 20 mph limits with public 



engagement for this parish and across Cambridgeshire’s urban and village settlements”. He 
explained that the aim was not to impose the limit but to engage with communities to 
secure their support for it. The Council supported this motion unanimously 

ACTION: Cllr Stevens will advise the Campaign that this motion has been passed and submit an 
explanatory article to Lode Star 

b) Speedwatch: Cllr Stevens reported that he advertised for support to re-establish a group 
locally but had had no response 

c) Shrub Corner: Having been advised that Church Walk was not owned by CCC, Cllr Stevens 
approached the National Trust’s surveyor. She confirmed that it was not part of the land 
conveyed to the Trust by the Fairhaven Estate but that she would explore  whether it might 
be in future as it has an impact on the Trust’s tenants in the adjacent properties 

d) Hedges and Shrubs overhanging pavements: Cllr Small said that, as the Parish Council has 
no formal power, any policy it develops over this issue will have to operate through 
influence rather than enforcement. It will also have to take account of appropriate times for 
pruning to avoid disturbing birds during nesting season. He proposed that discussion take 
place with C/Cllr Sharp to clarify the County Council’s stance as the body that does hold 
enforcement powers 

ACTION: Cllrs Small and Platten will draft a light touch policy for discussion in the Autumn and then 
publicise through Lode Star. Cllr Platten will contact the owner of a property where the hedge has 
become significantly overgrown 
52/21 Correspondence: The correspondence listed on the Information Sheet was noted 
53/21 Date of next meeting: 7.30 pm on Monday 13 September at the Fassage Hall 
 
Meeting closed at 9.30 pm 
 

 
  



 

Appendix 

District Councillors’ Report to Parish Councils July 2021 

Planning Committee on 2 June approved significant redevelopment at the Princess of Wales 

Hospital, Ely. This will deliver more patient facilities and a multi-storey car park. The County Council 

is also planning care suites on the site, to allow people with complex care needs to continue to live 

independently.  

Planning Committee on 7 July will be considering details for a 350 dwelling development on 

Newmarket Road, Burwell. This already has outline permission. The main issue of concern for local 

residents in Bottisham ward is the impact on the junction between Isaacson Road and Newmarket 

Road, which is the route for many of us to Exning and Newmarket.  

The Finance and Assets Committee on 7 June updated the Terms of Reference for the Hearings sub-

committee, which hears cases brought against Councillors. Most of the significant items on the 

Agenda – East Cambs Trading Company (ECTC) Management Accounts and managing some Council 

owned buildings in Ely were discussed in private session. 

The Operational Services Committee on 14 June approved the Council’s second Environment and 

Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan, including appointing a new part-time, temporary Climate 

Change and Natural Environment Senior Officer. They welcomed the publication of the Interim 

Recommendations of the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Climate Change Commission and 

agreed to work with partners to help take forward those recommendations wherever practical and 

viable to do so. Despite this, the Leader of East Cambridgeshire District Council proposed an 

amendment to the overarching recommendation of the report when the recommendations were 

put to the Combined Authority’s Board on 30 June for approval and abstained on the final vote. 

They agreed that the Council should become an official supporter of the Cambridgeshire and 

Peterborough Against Scams Partnership. With scams becoming an increasing problem for people, 

this partnership helps our residents protect themselves from scams. 

Full Council will meet on 15 July, with another Finance & Assets Committee meeting on 22 July, at 

which it should receive a report on the Council’s Financial Outturn for the year to 31 March 2021 

and ECTC’s Management Accounts for the first quarter this year (although these will be in private 

session). The new Audit Committee will hold its first meeting on 26 July, at which it should receive 

reports from the internal and external auditors, review the draft Annual Governance Statement and 

the Risk Management report. 


