
LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Conduct of Parish Council Business during the 

Covid-19 outbreak 

The Council understands its duty under the Local Government Act 1972 to conduct its meetings in 
public. In the context of the current Covid-19 outbreak the Government’s direction is that public 
meetings of more than two people are no longer permitted. The Council believes that: 

a) It is vital that its work continue, and 
b) until further notice, it will manage routine business without recourse to meetings 
c) online meetings will be held to discuss key issues, such as planning applications, where the 

Parish Council is given limited time to comment 
In order to maximise the transparency of its work and give accessibility to the public, it is taking the 
following measures: 

1. Agendas will be published both on village noticeboards and on the website 3 working days 
before the meeting. Please see http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html  

2. Motions will be set out in detail on the published agenda so that the issues to be decided are 
clear 

3. Members of the public who would have wished to address the meeting may make a 
representation of up to 750 words in writing no later than 10am on the day of the meeting. 
Such representation should either be emailed to the Clerk at: lodeparishclerk@gmail.com or 
delivered to Lode Parish Clerk, 86 High Street, Bottisham, CB25 9BA. Any representations 
received will be recorded at the beginning of the minutes with the name (and designation, if 
any) of the person making them 

______________________________ 
 

 

Notice is hereby given of the regular Meeting of Lode Parish Council to be held at 7.30 pm 
on Monday 6 April 2020. Due to the restrictions applying to control the spread of Covid-19, 
this meeting will take place electronically. As the normal business cannot be conducted 
through this medium the only items on the agenda are those where the Council is making 
comments on decisions which will be made by the District Council before such time as the 
face to face format of meetings can be resumed. 

 
AGENDA    

1 Public participation – if any member of the public wishes to address the Council, 

please see note 3 in the Notice preceding this agenda 

2 Motion proposed by Cllr Stevens: 

 

“Lode Parish Council comments on the Licence Application ref 20/00208/LIQ_02 for 

Premises Licence for Kings Field, Lode Fen as follows: 

“Lode Parish Council OBJECTS to this Premises Licence application on the grounds of Public 

Safety and Nuisance. 

“The application states that a licence for up to 15,000 attendees is required and that a small 

percentage will only be able to come by car and park by the main arena. If the number 

coming by car were limited to 1,000 attendees, it would amount to about 400 cars, which 

may be acceptable. 

 

http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html
mailto:lodeparishclerk@gmail.com


“However, the proposal for the rest to arrive by contacted buses is quite impractical. Even if 

9,000, this would mean 120 double-decker buses (each with a capacity of 75) arriving on the 

site, plus their empty return journeys, or about 240 single-deckers. Over a 4-hour period for 

arrival, this would entail a bus every 2 minutes or 1 minute respectively. 

“This would be a serious matter of public safety,  and a nuisance to residents in the parish. 

Fen Road is only 12 to 14 feet wide, is suffering from subsidence into Bottisham Lode, which 

is immediately by its side, with parts of the road splitting and subsiding towards it. It is also 

very uneven in places, particularly near Bulls Farm. The lack of passing places would mean 

that one bus arriving every 15 minutes would be its maximum capacity. This means that they 

would not have to pass one another on Fen Road, and give time for unloading. Over a 4-hour 

period, only 16 buses would be able to enter the site and then leave. Even then, the 

returning buses will also have to pass the arriving cars. 

“At the end of the day, the buses would have to compete with cars leaving and there would 

be queues leaving the site and through the village before reaching the B1102. 

“16 buses with a capacity of 75 would only enable 1,200 passengers on double-deck buses, 

but these would be in danger of toppling into the lode. 

“S&C Productions have been advertising an event on 20th June. Buses every 10 minutes are 

being advertised from the Newmarket Park and Ride Site from 10.30 to 2pm. This would 

amount to 21 inward movements with a passenger capacity, if double-deck, of only 1575. 

Buses from Cambridge North and Newmarket Stations are also advertised, but with an 

undisclosed frequency. 

“Events could take place, but the licence should be limited to no more than 2,500 persons by 

pre-booked ticket. The maximum for those arriving by car should be limited to 1,000 and 

that buses arriving at the site are no frequent than every 15 minutes over a 5-hour period. 

No more than two separate days on two weekends in June should be permitted, not 

successive days over any weekend. 

“There may be other events on at the same time in the parish, such as Lode Village Fete, 

Cricket, and Tournaments, music and alcohol events on the Polo Fields (under existing 

licence). 

“It is imperative that clear and unobstructed access is maintained for the emergency 

services, residents and businesses within the parish. Lode Parish Council request 

Cambridgeshire Police and County Highways pay special attention to this application now 

and at any future Safety Management Meetings.” 

 

3 Motion proposed by Cllr Platten: “Lode Parish Council comments as follows on 

Planning Application 20/00296/OUM for the development of a retirement care 

village on land to the rear of 163 to 187 High Street, Bottisham: 

“The plans look better now that they have been reduced from 250-170 units, and they will 

not be conspicuous from the High Street. 

“The area is well set out with a parkland area at the front which means the buildings are at 

the back of the site away from the High street and its original houses. 

“There is another park abutting the land to the west so the residents of Beechwood Avenue 

will be set away from the new housing. This area includes a much needed playground, and 

extra leisure facilities. 



“The application for TPO’s on the trees has been respected, so there will be mature trees in 

the development. 

“The new development will free up existing houses that are too big for older residents.  

“The development will provide care, communal health facilities, well being and leisure 

facilities. 

“However, Bottisham already has two care/nursing homes including Hilton Park and Queens 

Court, so there is already quite a lot of extra work for the local surgery, and this would very 

much increase their work load with more elderly people coming into the village. 

“The bus systems locally are very patchy so care workers, visitors and the residents 

themselves would almost certainly have to come and go by car, so traffic would be very 

much increased along the High Street which would very much spoil the attractiveness and 

quiet along that part of the village. 

“Another issue is there is no provision of affordable units for local people. 

“The buildings will be on Green Belt Land, which was not considered and released in either 

the 2015 local plan or the later withdrawn one. 

“Finally, the application is only an outline plan, and we hope that the final application, if it is 

granted, does not dilute the attractive aspects of this planning application. “ 

 

 


