Lode Parish Council
Minutes of the Open Parish Meeting held in the Fassage Hall at 7.30pm on Monday 21 May 2018
These minutes comprise 12 pages (including Appendix)
Present : Cllrs R Stevens (Chair), I Faulkner, F Platten, R Small; D/Cllrs D Chaplin, A Sharp (ECDC); L
Johnson (Internal Auditor); C Platten (Lode & Longmeadow Village Trust); C Hatley; J Stevens
Apologies: Cllr P Lane; A Langran (Mothers’ Union); A Forecast (National Trust); J Sale (St James’
Church & Fassage Hall Management Committee); Jean Howard (Fassage Hall Management
Committee); Alan Lamb (Bottisham & Lode Cricket Club); C/Cllr M Shuter (CCC)
1. Minutes of Annual Open Parish Meeting 22 May 2017: In the absence of any comments
about accuracy these were signed as a correct record by the Chair
2. Matters arising from the minutes: None
3. Council Reports:
 Chair’s report (Cllr Robert Stevens): The Parish Council is the first tier of local government
with powers and responsibilities, and rights to be consulted. Our main income is from
council tax payers. About 3% of council tax they pay goes to us and is the
fourth lowest proportion in East Cambridgeshire. The parish covers all the
land from Quy and Swaffham Roads across to beyond Longmeadow and down to the
River Cam.
Councillors are Fran Platten, Pip Lane, Rob Small, Ian Faulkner and myself.
I should like to thank Liz Mitchell and Meleena Walsh who have left during
the past year. We have two vacancies, and one resident has applied already.
Our employed Clerk is Jonathan Giles, who is also the Responsible Financial
Officer. He has very ably taken on the role since Arthur Tomlinson resigned
last year. We also have an Internal Auditor (Lionel Johnson) and a Tree
Warden (Liz Small). Thanks to Tony Cassidy and Charlie Platten who had these
posts before. Thanks also to Ian Middleton who ran the parish website and to
Alexei Moulton for taking it on in January.
The Parish Council as a body is also the Managing Trustee for the Fassage
Hall and Recreation Ground Charity, of which Fields in Trust is the holding
Trustee. The purpose of the charity is to provide recreational and social
facilities. The Fassage Hall Management Committee is responsible for letting
and running the Hall itself and has a separate account for lettings income
and running costs. The recreation ground is free to use by residents at all
times and the Bottisham and Lode Cricket Club use it during the summer. The
football pitch is available for hire by outside teams, seeing there no
longer is a Lode or Bottisham and Lode Club.
The Parish Council own the play area, the tennis court, the cemetery,
allotments (behind the High Street), public seats, bus shelters, dog bins,
the Longmeadow phone box etc. It leases the cemetery car park, community
orchard and basketball/skateboard/table tennis area from the National Trust.
We are also responsible for maintaining the highway verges (within the speed
limits in Lode and Longmeadow) on behalf of the County Council. We also try
to keep the public footpaths easy to use under a partnership agreement with
the County Council by liasing with land owners.
Two main planning consultations this year have been the proposed ten new
dwellings on the grounds of the Broughton Hall (refused by ECDC and then by
the Planning Inspector), and the ECDC's new Local Plan. This will include
designating the land at Sunny Ridge Farm for up to twenty dwellings, but
will be subject to a full planning application, should the owners wish to

proceed. This land was already in the allowed development envelope, but for
employment use rather than for housing.
We have received about £2,000 via ECDC from the Community Infrastructure
Levy. This is calculated at £13.50 per square metre of new dwelling floor
space. It has to be spent within five years on new facilities or their
maintenance. We also received an anonymous donation towards the cost of the
new cantilever swing, multicoloured table and gym equipment. Lode Tennis
Club has now paid off all of the shortfall in the cost to the Parish Council
of the Tennis Court resurfacing in 2015. Consequently, we have about the
same capital budget to spend on new facilities as this time last year. We
have also received a further £3,000 in April from a Community Infrastructure
Levy payment.
We held a meeting with the National Trust about their land between our
cemetery and the recreation ground. This land is not in permanent trust to
the Nation and was intended when they acquired it to provide income for the
Abbey. However, the Trust is looking into it being transferred to the
holdings of Wicken Fen (it is already in their Wicken Fen Vision area, just
as is the land beyond the Mill). It can then be available for community use,
perhaps including wild areas, trees, flowers and a wet area. Otherwise,
there may be an opportunity to buy it.
Travel issues have occupied our time over the past year. The County Council
has built the shared-use path to Quy and we held a highly successful opening
ceremony and celebration in March. The path was funded via the Government
for improved transport links in and around Cambridge, but it would not have
happened if there had not been the initial efforts of the Parish Council,
and Fran Platten in particular. Nor without the participation of the
National Trust and other landowners. It also benefited from work done
previously by Marshalls, who were expected to do some design and feasibility
work for their proposals for house building on their land opposite the
Airport.
The road signage for Swaffham and Quy Roads has not been rectified by the
County Council and there are no shared-use signs on the path itself. We
have, however, been successful in obtaining funding towards an interactive
vehicle speed sign that can be put on the south-bound approach to the
crossing point by the Abbey Car Park. This can also be moved to other
locations in the parish, as required.
There are no current plans to make the shared-use path from Swaffham Bulbeck
via Lode to Quy part of a National Cycling Route. Route 51 from Cambridge to
Newmarket and beyond runs via Bottisham and Swaffham Bulbeck, and Route 11
from Cambridge to Ely and beyond runs to Waterbeach and restarts on White
Fen Drove as part of the Lodes Way, with a gap between Bottisham Lock and
White Fen Drove. Meanwhile the Lodes Way runs from Bottisham to Wicken Fen
via Lode. We will probably have to wait until there is a safer way of
getting through Quy, which hopefully will incorporate a better traffic
calming scheme than the current give-way islands, which are particularly not
effective when travelling northbound. Vehicles speeding through Lode and
Quy, despite the new 30mph limits, is a problem, particularly for cyclists.
We are trying to persuade the County Council to provide free bus transport
to all children attending Bottisham Primary School who live within
one-and-a-half miles of the school, rather than two miles. This would cover
all children in the parish. Currently the charge is £630 per year, so no

child living within two miles uses it at this cost.
We are always grateful for residents to help to improve things for the
community, and it may not mean becoming a member of the council. For
instance, Neighbourhood Watch, Speedwatch and the Fassage Hall Management
Committee. We are also thinking of a Conservation Volunteer team to help
manage vegetation and plant trees and flowers and remove litter.




Report of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer: Jonathan Giles highlighted the multifaceted nature of the Clerk’s role – everything from dog mess to one streetlight, alongside
allotments, cemetery, recreation ground, play area, meeting agendas and minutes,
answering queries from residents, ensuring the Council operates within the scope of law and
regulation and maintaining the financial records for the Council. He offered his thanks to
Arthur Tomlinson, his predecessor as Clerk, who had handed over comprehensive
information about the role as well as being prepared to answer questions to which he could
not find the answer.
He also thanked Councillors for their support and noted their great dedication to the wellbeing of the community.
Regarding finance, the Parish Council’s budget is substantially used to maintain the facilities
within the village for the benefit of the community. This is primarily funded by the precept
which forms part of the Council Tax bill received by all households in Lode & Longmeadow.
The PC agreed to increase this by 3% as the prevailing rate of inflation – this reflects the
anticipation that costs will rise by a similar amount which is being largely borne out in
practice. As at the end of March the Council’s bank balances totalled £26,198 – a similar
level to the end of last year
The other side of the Council’s activity is involvement with special projects where funds are
raised to complement contributions from the Council’s funds. Notably last year, that focused
around the purchase of new play and exercise equipment where the Council’s financial
contribution was complemented by a substantial anonymous donation of £2500. Similarly,
fundraising work through Jumble sales have contributed in a number of ways, significantly to
the launch of the new cycleway
The audit submission in relation to last year’s income and expenditure has now been
prepared; it will be published on the website as for previous years
Finally, thanks to Lionel Johnson for taking on the role of Internal Auditor and to Alexei
Moulton for taking on the role of webmaster ensuring that key information about the
Council’s activity is available in a timely way on the website
Internal Auditor’s Report: Lionel Johnson confirmed that he had carried out the internal
audit and reported as follows:
o The position of Internal Auditor, independent of the Council, was introduced by the
Government as an on-going requirement to ensure that local councils “maintain an
adequate and effective system of internal audit of their accounting records and
control systems” and “to assist the council in fulfilling its responsibility for the
protection and detection of fraud, error or mistakes”.
o I have assumed the duties of Internal Auditor to Lode Parish Council from the
beginning of 2018.
o After helpful meetings with the Parish Clerk, I have inspected the documents
provided, and obtained clarification of the various procedures undertaken within the
Lode Parish Council to my satisfaction. I wish to report as follows –
o a) Book-keeping System. The basic requirements relating to the keeping of the Day
Book, which contains details of all receipts and payment are satisfactory. Subsidiary
records such as allotment rents, and cemetery fees all support the Day Book. The
Day Book and computer spreadsheets support the necessary Bank Reconciliation.
o b) Financial Standing Orders and Payment Controls. The current Standing Orders

include a Financial Procedures document. Purchasing procedures and payments are
supported by the necessary paperwork. Quotations, cheque book stubs, payment
receipts, invoices, etc. are all filed for checking. VAT is appropriately accounted for
and recovered.
o c) Risk Assessment and Asset Control. The Annual and on-going risk assessment
achieved its objectives, and financial reserves and ‘ring fenced’ sums are clearly
recorded. A regular review of assets, (mainly equipment), is undertaken as is the
adequacy of insurance cover.
o d) Budgetary, Income and Petty Cash Controls. The regular reporting of
expenditure and any variances from the budget is under adequate control. The use
of Petty Cash has been eliminated and the Clerk holds no cash on behalf of the
Council.
o
The Precept and Grant income has been properly and promptly received.
o e) Payroll Controls.
A review of arrangements for payments to employees and
contractors, particularly regarding administration and documentation in accordance
with PAYE/NIC regulations, was carried out to my satisfaction.
o f) Year End Procedures. From my review to date of the Local Councils’
Governance and Accountability Guidance, plus the helpful clarifications and
provision of documents by Parish Clerk, I feel that the Annual Return for Year Ending
31st March 2018 can be satisfactorily completed.
4. County Council Report: In the absence of C/Cllr Shuter, Cllr Stevens highlighted key issues
that he has represented to the last Parish Council meeting. The first of these is the County
Council’s plan to move out of Shire Hall and into a new building at Alconbury. He described
the County Council’s approach to dealing with potholes which is now beginning to have an
impact. He had mentioned the impending works to the A1303 and it was noted that during
that period, number 10 buses would not pass through Quy. There was concern that larger
numbers of lorries may pass through Quy during these works and the congestion caused by
the traffic islands will become much worse. The Parish Council had also raised the problems
for families living within the two mile radius of Bottisham Primary School who are ineligible
for school transport. A key improvement to the routes used by people travelling on foot or
by bike would be the provision of adequate signage. There was particular concern that the
start of the cycle path from Quy is not signed – Cllr Platten stated that the safest way to
access the path would be for cycles to turn right onto Main Street and then pass through the
small business park to reach the beginning of the cycleway. Cllr Stevens also reiterated his
concern that the large yellow signs at the entrances to Lode had not yet been replaced – the
30 mph limit signs are much less prominent than the old signs. C/Cllr Shuter had stated that
Jason Tyrrell, the Project Manager for the Cycleway works, had ordered the signs. Cllr
Platten agreed to email Jason Tyrrell to ask when they would be installed
5. District Council Report: D/Cllr David Chaplin said that the major piece of work undertaken
by the District Council had been the development of the Local Plan – this is now with the
Planning Inspectorate. He highlighted forthcoming boundary changes which would mean
that in future Lode would be in the same Ward as Bottisham, Swaffham Bulbeck and
Swaffham Prior. Although there are substantial concerns over the new incinerator at
Waterbeach, Cllr Chaplin believes the development will proceed but said that he would be
maintaining pressure to ensure that light pollution and the emission of microparticles is wellmanaged. Referring to the District Council bringing the Waste Management Contract inhouse from April, he pointed out that it is now much easier to direct staff towards dealing
with fly-tipping than had been the case with the external provider. D/Cllrs Chaplin and Sharp
had been successful in persuading the new Combined Authority to examine the feasibility of
improving the junction at the intersection of the A11 and A14. This could have an impact on

reducing pressure on other local roads including the B1102. Finally he pointed out the
District Council had not increased its precept for the current financial year.
6. Village Reports:
 National Trust: The report sent by Amanda Forecast, General Manager at Anglesey Abbey
was distributed to those at the meeting. (The report is appended in full at the end of these
minutes.) Cllr Stevens noted that Alan Lord had been appointed as Garden and Outdoor
Manager. Mr M Lord pointed out that the report indicated that restoration work was to take
place on the waterwheel at Lode Mill. He raised the question about how contractors vehicles
would get access to the site and concerned at the possibility they might use Mill Road. Cllr
Platten noted that the Trust had been planning to hold an Open Meeting with the village but
questioned whether this would proceed in view of Amanda’s imminent move to a new post
within the Trust
 Charities: Arthur Tomlinson presented the report as follows: The title of this section is a
misnomer as there is only one registered charity, the John Salisbury Charity and one
distribution unit, the Lode Local Charity (LLC). The latter distributes income on behalf of the
Bottisham United Charities (BUC) organisation. Both support agencies were established in
the mid 19th century when the desire to assist the needy was at its strongest. In both cases
agricultural land was gifted for this purpose.
 The John Salisbury Charity: A parcel of land to the east of Fen Road was donated to the
village with the proceeds of the rental to be used to support the village school which was
housed in the Broughton Hall with the proviso that income should be used to provide those
items not covered by the authorities. As at the time Bottisham and Lode were joined the
deeds recommended that Trustees from both villages should be appointed to administer the
income. Over time the number of Trustees has reduced in number with the Bottisham
contingent opting out. They probably saw that as the land and school fell into Lode
responsibility should devolve onto the village. At present there are 3 Trustees Mr Phil Dean,
Mr Pip Lane and myself. In recent times two thirds of the ‘School Field’ has been rented by
Mr Gerald Aves and one third by Mr Doug Durrant. Since relocating to France the former has
asked Mr Richard Peters to ensure that it is kept in good order.
With the closure of Broughton Hall and the relocation of the pupils to the primary schools in
Bottisham and Swaffham Bulbeck it was agreed that the income donated to the schools
should be based upon the number of Lode children attending each one. Over the years the
income has built up with the result that in 2017 it was possible to make a donation of £1000
to Bottisham and £500 to Bulbeck leaving a balance of £153.84.
An annual return of the Charity’s activities is submitted to the Commission.
 Lode Local ‘Charity’: The BUC is registered with the Charities Commission and is bound to
submit an annual report on its activities. Twice a year the BUC, having collected the rents,
levied on a number of fields distributes the income to the villages identified in the deeds. At
its inception the populations of Lode and Bottisham were roughly equal with the result that
each village received matching donations. At its inception the aim, as funds were limited,
was to provide support to the needy of Lode and this took the form of a distribution of coal
to those who qualified. A set of tools were also given to youngsters who were embarking on
an apprenticeship. All Lode residents who reach the state retirement age and students
moving on to a course of higher education and who have lived in the village for one year
now qualify for the award. In 2017 two donations, one in June and the other in November,
totalling £12490.10 were received from the BUC. Expenditure was as follows; vouchers
totalling £14182.58 to pensioners, £1000 to students, £300 to the Queens Court Welfare
Fund and admin costs £266.72.
There are four unpaid volunteers who act as Trustees supported by a clerk. Any applications
for support should be made to the Clerk
 Bottisham & Lode Cricket Club: Please see report in appendix






Fassage Hall Management Committee: Please see accounts on separate document. Martyn
Lord asked whether there was information about the design life of the building; as it
approaches the end of its life, maintenance costs will increase. He suggested that a sinking
fund be established in advance of this happening
Lode Star: Cllr Stevens pointed out the Parish Council donate £200 to support Lode Star each
year. Those present wished to pass good wishes to Liz Mitchell and thanked her for her
tireless work on Lode Star over many years
Lode with Longmeadow Village Trust: Charlie Platten reported that all the capital funds had
now been received from the sale of the Social Club. The Trust now has capital of £116,000
and is looking for appropriate bids for match funding by projects in the village (see
provisional accounts in the Appendix)










Neighbourhood Watch: Martyn Lord reported that the Police and Crime Commissioner has
announced plans to increase police numbers in Cambridgeshire. Currently, two PCSOs have
to cover an area of 450 sq miles, including Soham. It is not entirely clear how the workforce
will be planned – it is possible that PCSO numbers may decrease as it is proving as cheap to
employ Police Constables who have more powers. He welcomed the partial reversal of
earlier cuts to the service. Cllr Stevens suggested that it might be appropriate to request
their involvement in speed monitoring
National Trust Liaison Group: Cllr Platten’s report is appended to these minutes. She
highlighted the progress that had been made in discussing the future of the Sunray
allotment site and that the group is awaiting a response from the Trust’s surveyor, Emily
Tydeman, about whether the land might be transferred to Wicken Fen which would ensure
its long term protection as amenity land
Mother’s Union: Ann Langran’s report is contained in the appendix
Tree Officer: Liz King’s report is reproduced in full in the appendix but Cllr Small highlighted
the involvement of the community through the year in maintaining the Orchard and clearing
the Sunray site. The latter happens with the permission of the National Trust pending their
decision about the future of the site – he noted that National Trust volunteers had worked
alongside people from the village on clearing the site. The Woodland Trust have provided a
hedgerow pack which has been planted to protect the Orchard area. Following a mowing
day last September, villagers came together with apples they had harvested and 120 litres of
juice was produced with the help of Cllr Small’s press. A similar day is planned for this
coming September
St James’ Church: Julie Sale’s report is contained in the appendix

Appendix
LODE PARISH COUNCIL
ANNUAL PARISH OPEN MEETING
7.30 PM, 21 MAY 2018
FASSAGE HALL
Reports submitted in advance of the meeting
THE ANGLESEY GROUP MOTHERS’ UNION REPORT 2017
The Anglesey Group Mothers’ Union (which includes members from three of our five villages
(Bottisham, Lode and Swaffham Bulbeck)) continues to meet in Lode Chapel on the 3rd Thursday
afternoon of each month at 2.30pm.
The Committee led Group currently has 23 members. This includes two ’indoor members’, who
are no longer able to join us for the monthly meeting. We share in fellowship and provide friendship and
support for each other, whilst we support the work of Mothers’ Union at home and overseas.
During the year we enjoyed a varied programme of speakers, and two social meetings. Our
summer afternoon tea and Christmas lunch were held at Scotsdales Garden Centre in Horningsea.
During 2017 the Branch was host for the Deanery Coffee Morning in October and welcomed Dorcas,
Mothers’ Union worker visiting the Diocese from Kigali. This event raised £101.50 for Mothers Union
Projects and branch fundraising enabled us to make the following donations: Overseas Fund £95, Away
From It All (Holidays) £100, Literacy and Numeracy £50. A sponsorship of £30 was given to Alison
Leadbeter’s London Marathon run.
Ann Langran
BOTTISHAM & LODE CRICKET CLUB
Annual Report to Lode Parish Council 2018
Nationally and at county level, cricket struggles to attract sufficient numbers of players and
officials and village cricket particularly has suffered from this. Many village teams in the locality have
folded but I am pleased to report that Bottisham Lode CC continues to thrive due to the enthusiasm and
dedication of our management committee but also due to the excellent facilities available to us.
We play in the Cambs Cricket Association Junior League Division 3, enter the CCA Junior Cup and
also field a midweek team in Division 2 of the Cambridge Business House League. Our membership is
drawn from Lode, Bottisham and other nearby villages.
Fassage Hall is used to host an annual Kwik Cricket competition for school children organised by
the County Cricket Board and is also the preferred venue for hosting training sessions for officials run by
the Cambridge Cricket Umpires & Scorers Association.
Bottisham & Lode Cricket Club thanks the Lode Parish Council and the Fassage Hall Management
Committee for their ongoing support.
Alan Lamb
Welfare Officer, Bottisham & Lode Cricket Club
LODE & LONGMEADOW VILLAGE TRUST
Provisional
Treasurer’s Account Lode with Longmeadow Village Trust 1 May 2017 – 30 April 2018
Money transferred into Treasurer’s Account
£88,380 from Ltd Company Current Account (now closed)
Donations Received
£250.70 for picnic fund raising function
£20.00 for Winter Fayre fund raising function
Money Paid Out
£20.00 Room Hire
Bank/Bond Balances
£
Lloyds Account
6,750.00
United Trust Bank (1)
28,000.00
United Trust Bank (2)
46,630.00
Redwood Bank 90 day account
35,000.00
Total
116,380.00

NATIONAL TRUST REPORT - LODE PARISH OPEN MEETING – 21 MAY
Report from: Amanda Forecast, General Manager, Anglesey Abbey
Visitor numbers: In 2017/18 (year ending February 28) Anglesey Abbey attracted more than 400,000
visitors. This includes those who attended Winter Lights. The rise in visitor numbers is coming from the
increase in National Trust membership, housing growth in Cambridge and the property offering a yearround experience that is attractive to regular visitors – the latter means we are seeing more repeat
visitors.
Due to the reasons for this growth in numbers, we are anticipating this will continue to rise and
we are looking at how we manage this long-term. There are two pieces of work ongoing to address this –
an assessment of our facilities with a view to providing new and improved infrastructure and some work
looking at how we can encourage visitors to visit at quieter times in the day, week and month through
the experience we offer. Although our visitor numbers are high, there are very few days in a year when
we are operating at capacity.
Facilities: Linked to the above point, we have invested in additional toilets at the visitor centre to reduce
queues on busy day and to simply improve the facilities available to visitors. These are being well-used
and will be in place for a minimum of two years.
We have a planning application being considered for a new catering offer in our paddocks area
to provide new catering facilities to visitors and to relieve queues in our main outlet. This is where we
receive the most complaints from visitors.
We have addressed concerns expressed by our neighbours and this application will go to the East
Cambs planning committee next month. This facility, if given permission, will be in place for a maximum
of three years while we consider the longer-term requirements. We will also use it to test what kind of
offer works for our visitors.
Irrespective of the planning application, we will be opening this area to visitors from the summer
holidays and we will be starting conservation work to restore this as an orchard as it was when the 1st
Lord Fairhaven left the property to the Trust in 1966.
We have been using catering concessions this year to help relieve the pressure in our restaurant
and these have worked well. We will continue to try these at peak times.
Longer term we are looking at new and improved facilities and this is something we would like to
discuss with the local community this year before we proceed too far with plans.
House opening: Since December, we have opened the house full-time. This has proved really popular
with visitors who regularly complained about it being closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. As well as
increasing our opening hours, we have transformed the experience we offer so visitors can now enjoy
changing seasons on the house. It has moved from a very static experience to a more engaging, story-led
experience that seems to be really popular with all visitors. This includes news tours and opportunities to
learn more about Lord Fairhaven and his life at Anglesey, as well as discovering more about how the
Trust undertakes conservation. Right now, we are celebrating Lord Fairhaven’s travels and you can see
these stories unfolding across the property. Please do come and visit and tell us what you think.
Renewable energy: We are hoping to start work on installing a water source heat pump next month. This
will provide energy to the house and cottage area and remove our reliance on oil. Not only will this save
money, it will also help fulfil the Trust’s commitment to use more renewable energy. We hope it will be
up-and-running by September. This follows the installation of solar panels on the visitor centre roof in
2016 which are successfully generating electricity for that building.
Staffing: We have a new Garden & Outdoor Manager – Alan North – who joined us from Audley End in
April. He is a great addition to our team and is already having an impact on the property.
Our Facilities Manager Helen Spriggs is leaving this week to undertake a year-long secondment
working on the region’s renewable energy projects. We are recruiting a replacement as I write.
We also have a new Visitor Experience Manager – Janet Jephcott – who joined us in August. You
may remember her as she was our Community Gardener around five years ago.
And we are still employing a lot of local youngsters in our catering outlet and supporting local
people in volunteering across the property - a resource we are forever grateful for.
Conservation: There have been very few large-scale conservation projects in the last year, but that
doesn’t mean we haven’t been fulfilling our charitable cause.

The Porphyry Bowl has had £10,000 worth of research and repair work undertaken and looks all
the better for it; our dahlia garden has had a £25,000 makeover with innovative hybrid turf to help
manage the footfall during our popular dahlia season – this project hasn’t been without it’s challenges as
it often the case when you’re piloting something.
Lode Mill waterwheel is about to undergo a £25,000 facelift and improvement work to safeguard
that for the future.
We have undertaken easily-missed but highly effective work to make our lighting more energy
efficient across the site which has helped reduce our energy consumption in the last year, despite is being
the coldest winter in a long time.
And there’s lots more I could mention!
Housing: 1 High St has been improved to be let to long-term volunteers and we are hoping that this year
we will have people moving in. Due to all the staff changes it has been difficult to scope these roles, but
we are making progress and I hope we will be able to offer some new opportunities to volunteers.
50 Mill Road has come back into the Trust’s management and is currently being refurbished. A
staff member will be moving into this around August.
3 High St has become vacant and once we have made the necessary improvements, that will be
re-let. That work is currently being undertaken.
54 Lode Road is in the process of being let and 17 Lode Road will be let when it becomes vacant
in August.
If anyone would like to speak to me further about any of these matters, or anything else they’re
interested in regarding Anglesey Abbey, please don’t hesitate to contact me at
amanda.forecast@nationaltrust.org.uk or 01223 810082.
NATIONAL TRUST/LODE LIAISON GROUP
This group meets twice a year and the following people attend: Amanda Forecast and Jack
Watson from Anglesey Abbey, Peter Wells, Brian and Maggie Camps, David Trigg, Robert Stevens, Charlie
Rickard, Charlie and Fran Platten. However, the group composition is changing with Robert stepping
down as he has so much to do being Chair of Lode PC. In his place we have invited Chris Hammond. We
have tried to cover all areas of the village and Chris will be covering Mill Road.
At the latest meeting, we discussed the footpath going from the Mill towards Pigeon Wood, and
asked that the route that everyone takes through the wood be formalised which it has been, though the
original line across the field will not be extinguished, as it is an unecessary expense.
A very smart fence has replaced the old one behind the bus stop opposite the church.
The most important discussion has been about the land beside the Fassage which is alienable
[investment land which must be sold].
Our March meeting was attended by Emily Tydeman who is the estate manager for the NT. She
was there to explain the various possibilities for this land, including housing, community use, being
bought by Wicken Fen to be included in the Wicken Fen Vision, and we are expecting to hear quite soon
what has been decided. This discussion is also being had in the PC meetings and Rob Small, a member of
the PC has been dealing with this. Meanwhile the land is being managed by local and NT volunteers, so
the paths are kept open, and brambles kept at bay. This too is being organised by Rob Small.
The Abbey has got permission to install a heat pump to be put in the lode, and this will provide
heating for the Abbey itself and the cottages beside it. It will reduce the carbon emissions and reliance on
large quantities of oil.
The meetings are held twice a year, but Amanda is hoping to have an extra open meeting in Lode
in June or July, as we have done in the past to discuss with the village the plans for managing the 400K
visitors who come to Anglesey Abbey each year. This is increasing year by year, without any advertising
by the Abbey, and they are preparing a plan to deal with the extra visitors in the future. We do hope you
will attend when we know the date. It will be publicised.
Fran Platten. Member of Lode PC
ST JAMES CHURCH, LODE - Annual Report for 2017
Another busy year of usual activities, services and events. There has been some progress on our
church refurbishment project. Auto wind has been added to the church clock which has had more

teething problems than we expected. The restoration work on the bell toll was far more extensive and
costly than we had anticipated. The total cost of the work was £6187 which was covered by generous
donations.
Our curate Rev’d Dr Gina Radford is now able to conduct Communion services. Which is great
help to Rev’d Sue Giles especially on a Sunday when there are 5 churches requiring a service.
Lifts are still being provided when Sunday services are held in other villages.
The St James website is regularly updated and is linked to the Anglesey Group Benefice website,
which can be accessed from the Lode village website or independently.
We have a communion service in our church on the first Sunday in the month and take turn to
host benefice services on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. We now join Quy on 3rd Sunday in the month for their
village communion service. This has worked well with our 2 small congregations now worshiping
together. On the 5th Sunday Martin House leads a Family Service for Lode and Quy congregations which is
held in Lode Church. We thank him very much for his commitment to these services.
During the year there have been 1 Baptism, 2 Weddings and 3 Funerals.
The Lent course this year was based on the 10 commandments. It started with everyone
watching a film at Queen’s Court nursing home and then over the following 6 weeks discussing each
commandment in more depth in smaller groups.
At the Annual meeting Julie Sale was re-elected as churchwarden, Coral Hatley was re-elected as
Treasurer. The PCC were also re-elected Richard Ayres, Peter Swannell, Janet Stevens, Ken York, Dorothy
York and Graham Cox. Pauline Holmes agreed to be our minute secretary.
Fundraising events during the year included 2 jumble sales, book, cake and plant stall, Village
BBQ, Church Cafes, Christmas Market and Kol Echad Concert. We are a very small team looking after the
church and despite our best efforts we made a loss of £487 on the year.
I would like to thank our vicar Rev’d Sue Giles for her work throughout the Benefice leading
services, organising children’s groups, supporting families in preparation for baptism, marriage and
funerals.
I would also like to thank Gina for her support to Sue and all in the Benefice. Gina has started a
Saturday morning Coffee and Chat time at Anglesey Abbey Tea room on the first Saturday in the month
at 10.15. All are welcome to attend.
Finally thank you everyone who helps with the running of St James: the PCC members, sides
men, readers, flower arrangers, fund raisers, cleaners, refreshments and groundsman and brass cleaners
and anyone else. Each one of you and your contribution enriches our church life. Thank you all.
Julie Sale Churchwarden
TREE WARDEN REPORT
This year we have focused on consolidating the village community orchard and exploring ways
this could be expanded as a valuable asset for the enjoyment of everyone in Lode.
We had a stall at the 2017 village fete to raise awareness about the orchard and gather email
addresses of people who would be interested in volunteering for projects connected to the orchard. (We
also served up Lode elderflower sorbet, which was a delicious pick me up on a very hot day!)
I attended a Tree Safety Seminar course at Huntingdonshire District Council, which was a great
opportunity to meet other parish Tree Wardens and discuss how to go about compiling a tree survey for
the parish. I’ll be looking to consolidate this over the course of next year.
In September we had a very well attended mowing day in the orchard – mowing and raking great
mounds of grass around the fruit trees. This was followed in October by the inaugural village fruit
pressing day held at Fassage Hall. This was a great success, with over 120 litres of juice being pressed and
processed into cider and juice. We raised approximately £15 in cake and hot dog sales after hall hire and
costs. This will be put towards a fund for new trees in the orchard which depending on approval from the
National Trust will be planted in early 2019. We also have the first Lode cider which will be available for
purchase at the 2018 Pressing day, and possibly also at the village fete if the organisers allow.
Over the winter months we successfully applied for a Woodland Trust ‘Native Hedgerow’ pack
and the hedging plants were planted on one of three Orchard volunteering days we organised over the
winter months. In future years the hedging plants will form a natural wind break to the orchard area, as
well as delineating the extent of the orchard area and providing biodiversity benefits.

Rob Small organised a site walk around with senior management of the National Trust to discuss
the future of the ex-Sunray Allotments site. Following the National Trust confirming the site is classed as
‘alienable’ investment land held by Anglesey Abbey, we felt it was important to assert the value of this
land to the village as a biodiverse and accessible landscape area for everyone to enjoy. During this
meeting it was agreed that in principle the land could be made available for community use in the longterm, with a positive impact for the environment, recreation and learning. It was also confirmed that the
land falls inside the Wicken Fen Vision area, and the Parish Council support the proposal that the land
could be purchased and managed by Wicken Fen at some point in the future. If an internal mechanism
can’t be found by the National Trust the Parish wants to find the means to purchase the land to secure it
for conservation and social benefit in the long-term.
In the meantime, the National Trust have granted us permission to maintain the land in the short
term to ensure that weeds are not allowed to spread onto the Parish Council allotment land, cemetery
gardens and orchard. On this basis, we were joined in April for a volunteer work day with the National
Trust volunteers. We managed to get a lot of the land raked and tidied, including construction of an
insect hotel and hedgehog lodge, weeding and mulching around the fruit trees and a bonfire of epic
proportions! The volunteers had a great time and were keen to help out with a ‘grassroots’ communityled initiative as something a bit different to their usual work days at National Trust properties. Over the
course of the next year we’d like to establish a pattern of 1 volunteer work day per quarter, and would
ideally like to build up a core team of local Lode volunteers, as well as occasionally co-opting help from
the fantastically keen and able National Trust volunteers.
Over the summer months we are aiming to keep paths mowed through the site to allow access
and for people to enjoy the orchard. We’ll aim to have a mowing day again in August/September.
As well as the Pressing day in the autumn, which we will definitely be repeating this year due to
last year’s success and glorious autumn weather, we also hope to arrange a workshop in restorative
pruning in February, as some of the orchard trees could do with some TLC this year.
We are very keen to build up our email list for volunteers and it would be great to formalise the
Lode Orchard Group (LOG) as a group that is able to apply for larger funding opportunities and can have a
defined stake in overseeing and managing this important village asset.

