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Anglesey in Stitches on Zoom 8pm (p33)
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Thank you for all your support!
A friend from Swaffham Bulbeck
asked whether I would be interested
in setting up the mutual aid group for
our area, I've got to admit I wasn't
sure I wanted the task but oh my
goodness what a lifeline it has been
during these unsettling times.
Everyday I am amazed and
overwhelmed by the kindness of
people all around me. I love how
connections and friendships are
being made. I honestly believe that
this has bought us all closer together
and the legacy of kindness and
compassion for one another will have
a lasting impact. One thing that
makes me smile is to imagine when
all the voices on the WhatsApp group
can get together for a pint down The
Shed - will it be like meeting old
friends whose faces we have
forgotten?
Over the weeks the Mutual Aid group
has made and delivered comfort
packs, given plants and seeds away,
completed Easter Bunny duty to
Lode, Longmeadow, Quy, Swaffham

Bulbeck and the ambulance service.
We have set up a food and sanitary
supplies bank at St James' Church,
made PPE packs with the support of
Lode with Longmeadow Parish
Council and supported Jackie with
her prescription service.
There are so many people to thank
that it's tricky to mention everyone
(you know who you are) but I think
Corinne at the Post Office needs a
quick shout out here - thank you for
being our rock!
Stay safe everyone,
Teresa
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Lode Parish Council News
Meetings and Communication
We have held live video meetings
using Zoom on 6th and 21st April.
Agendas and Minutes appear on the
parish website: www.lode.org.uk.
Because Lode Star is not being
printed, a news sheet has been
delivered to all households, particularly
to ensure all residents not on the
internet remain informed. We will also
continue to put notices on the notice
boards in Lode and Longmeadow.
Premises Licence Application
This application is for music and
alcohol events in June each year on
the Festival Site run by Strawberries
and Creem Productions. Further to last
month's Lode Star and the response to
ECDC (see the minutes of our 6th April
meeting) we have heard from ECDC
that the Police and County Highways
have also objected to the application
on similar grounds to ours. We
consider that, bearing in mind the
proposed contract buses (plus some
LODE PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN
Robert Stevens ........ C.811643
51 Northfields
Teresa Crickmar .....07812 243 732
9 Swaffham Road
Fran Platten ............. C.813016
Fen Farm, Lode Fen
Clive Purbrook..........07885 690 781
Gally’s Farm, Lug Fen Droveway
Rob Small ................ C.812626
32 High Street
CLERK
Jonathan Giles 07789 012 761
86 High Street, Bottisham CB25 9BA
lodeparishclerk@gmail.com

cars) and their effect on nuisance
and safety, a licence for no more
than 2,500 should be granted
rather than up to 15,000. The
applicant has been requested to
submit a new proposal that would
satisfy the objections. There will be
a Hearing sometime later this year
to decide the application, unless it
is withdrawn.
There is a current licence, granted
two years ago, for events involving
alcohol and music on the Polo
Grounds for up to 5,000. We were
not consulted about this either.
Regardless of any licence granted
and the numbers, the Police,
Highways and District Council will
not allow a major event to take
place if they are not satisfied about
safety,
health
and
nuisance
matters.
There are meetings with the
organisers well before an event.
Retirement Homes in Bottisham
off the High Street
Our
response
this
planning
application is contained in the
minutes of our 6th April meeting. It
will provide some public open
space and play area that Bottisham
badly needs. It is, however, on
Cambridge Green Belt land. But so
too was the 50-home development
that appeared in a ECDC
Masterplan for land off Bell Road,
but this has never materialised.
Bearing in mind the existing
population of the several villages
that Bottisham Surgery covers, one
extra doctor should be able to cover
the needs of the new inhabitants of
the 170 proposed units. The
application is only an Outline one,
so we would be able to consider it
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again if a Full application is
submitted with more specific details.
Grants and Charities
We have discussed applying to the
Cambridgeshire
Coronavirus
Community Fund for a grant to help
address emerging problems. One
project might be to provide mobile or
fixed internet facilities for children
and students, or for the elderly who
are currently cut-off visually from
their friends and relatives. If you
know of someone who could benefit,
please contact us.
There are two charities within the
parish, the Lode with Longmeadow
Village Trust and the Lode Charity
(part of the Bottisham United
Charities), who have similar aims.
We would be happy to work with
them if they feel they can help.
Cars and Visitors
Since the closure of Anglesey Abbey
and its Car Park, the village has
seen an increased number of
walkers parking in the village to
access the National Trust's land
beyond the Mill. Were it not for the
public footpaths across the land, the
Trust may well have closed this land
too.

Parliamentary legislation states that
people may leave their home with a
reasonable excuse including 'to take
exercise either alone own or with
other members of their household'.
Government media and guidance
insists that the public should exercise
locally on foot or by bike, not travel
unless essential, spend a minimum of
time away from home, and reduce
contact with other people. It is
unfortunate that people should feel it
essential to drive into a no-through
village and sometimes park directly
outside terraced houses adjacent to
narrow pavements to do this.
Neighbourhood Watch has been
monitoring and educating drivers. It
works under the auspices of the
Home Office. Any issues concerning
public behaviour, gatherings or
obstructive parking may be raised
with them and the Police. We wish to
pay tribute to the vital contribution
made by Neighbourhood Watch
volunteers to reduce crime and
increase public safety, especially
through this challenging period.
Robert Stevens, Chairman

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Summer Fire Safety
Despite
our
unprecedented
‘lockdown’ situation which is severely
restricting our mobility, the weather is
brightening up and we welcome the
longer, brighter nights with the
opportunity to enjoy summer days
and evenings in our garden. We
would urge residents to think twice
before lighting a garden fire and
consider the impact it might have.

Lighting any kind of fire poses risks
perhaps also aggravating health
conditions for neighbours, particularly
if they are isolating due to COVID-19
symptoms.
When powering up your barbecues
and putting out the garden furniture
for the summer season, be sure to
take note of our top tips below to
ensure that you have a fun and safe
summer in the garden.
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• Keep children, pets and garden
games well away from the cooking
• Make sure the barbecue is well
away from your fences or
hedgerows
• Don't use petrol to get it going!
• Never leave your barbecue
unattended
For the latest news, incidents and
safety advice, or to contact us, log on
to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up
to email alerts and find us on Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.

Test your smoke alarm
regularly! Now ?
Did you know that you should test
your smoke alarms at least once a
month? Or that you should have
smoke alarms on every floor of your
home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire
and Rescue Service do free home
visits to make sure your home is fire
safe? It takes only one accident to
start a fire. Fire kills. Let’s prevent it.
Please visit this website for helpful
tips and advice: https://
firekills.campaign.gov.uk/

Sign up to receive the latest
news and safety advice from
your fire service
Want to get all the latest news, safety
advice or vacancies delivered
straight to your inbox?
Choose what you want to hear about,
and update your preferences at any
time. Sign up to our mailing list at:
bit.ly/CambsFireBulletins

Get the call - become
an on-call firefighter

Suggested by Cllr Charlotte Cane
who feels this poem is appropriate
to the moment

Cambridgeshire
Fire
and
Rescue Service is looking to
recruit more on-call firefighters
from all backgrounds to help
serve local communities across
the
county
to
provide
emergency cover from either
their home or their workplace.
On-call firefighters are a vital
part of our Service and
community. They respond to a
wide range of incidents, from
fighting fires, attending road
traffic collisions, animal rescues
and
they
support
other
emergency services. In addition
to responding to emergency
incidents, our on-call firefighters
support their communities by
providing information and advice
on a range of community safety
topics.
They receive an annual wage to
reflect the time they commit to
being available plus additional
payments for attending incidents
and drill nights (one evening a
week for two hours).
It’s a hugely rewarding role - we
hope to encourage members of
the community to get in touch
and to find out more about
becoming an on-call firefighter.
Michael White
For more information visit
www.cambsfire.gov.uk/oncall

From the Hymn of
Empedocles
Is it so small a thing
To have enjoy'd the sun,
To have lived light in the spring,
To have loved, to have thought, to
have done;
To have advanced true friends,
and beat down baffling foes;
That we must feign a bliss
Of doubtful future date,
And while we dream on this
Lose all our present state,
And relegate to worlds yet distant
our repose?
Not much, I know, you prize
What pleasures may be had,
Who look on life with eyes

PUZZLE
159
The object of the puzzle is
to fill in the remaining
squares with the numbers
from 1 to 9 so that:
Each row contains all the
numbers from 1 to 9.
Each column contains all
the numbers from 1 to 9.
Each 3 x 3 box contains all
the numbers from
1 to 9.
Note that each of the
numbers from 1 to 9 must
appear just once in each
row, once in each column
and once in each 3 x 3
box.
Contributed by
Frank Sillitoe

Solution on page 32
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Estranged, like mine, and sad:
And yet the village churl feels the
truth more than you;
Who 's loth to leave this life
Which to him little yields:
His hard-task'd sunburnt wife,
His often-labour'd fields;
The boors with whom he talk'd, the
country spots he knew.
But thou, because thou hear'st
Men scoff at Heaven and Fate;
Because the gods thou fear'st
Fail to make blest thy state,
Tremblest, and wilt not dare to trust
the joys there are.
I say, Fear not! life still
Leaves human effort scope.
But, since life teems with ill,
Nurse no extravagant hope.
Because thou must not dream, thou
need'st not then despair.
Matthew Arnold

8

3

5

9

6
4

7
2

6
5

8

1

3

2

7
3

6
9
2
LODE 7 STAR

1
7
5

4
8

Dates for
Working
Party on
Fassage
Green

Ken York

Fassage Green is the new plot
of land acquired by the Parish,
in between the rec and the
cemetery.
Work needs doing on it, and it is
very helpful to have a regular
programme of people to do a
couple of hours work on
whatever is needed, to develop
the land into a pleasant useable
area where people can walk, sit,
and enjoy the peace and
tranquillity of this wonderful
extra piece of land in the heart
of the village.
All these dates may not happen
because of the Corona Virus,
but maybe the later dates will
be possible. Let us be
optimistic!
Saturday 20th June - 10-4pm
including BBQ hot dogs (meat +
veggie) lunch - On this day we
shall be mowing and raking
grass into piles.
Saturday 19th September 2-4pm - another mowing
session,
weeding
and
inspection of the fruit trees to
see if there is fruit to pick.
Saturday 21st November general tidy up, brambles etc.
Please put the dates in your
diaries.
The contact person is Liz King,
and her email address is
lodetrees@gmail.com

It is with regret that we learn that
Ken York, a good friend to Lode and
St James’ Church for many years
died on 9 April. Our condolences go
to Dorothy and his family.

Village Freecycle
The https://www.freecycle.org/ website
advises practicing extreme care when
participating in Freecycle.
“Post only essentials, avoid contact by
leaving items out, and disinfect items
when leaving or picking up”.
I would not want to encourage
unnecessary trips but at the same time –
if there are local residents on their daily
exercise wanting any of the offered
items, perhaps we can all use our
common sense and caution in deciding
whether to accept any of the items
offered.
If you have any offers or wants, please
contact me by the 14th of each month by
phone (01223 813362/07980 423210),
email (junthompson44@gmail.com) or
drop a note through the letter box
(23 Longmeadow).
Please let me know if you would like
anything repeating in subsequent issues.
Everything is free and nothing is
expected in return. Please can you
contact the offers after the 1st of the
month to make it a little fairer.
Offers
• Soft Stagg guitar case, Washburn
acoustic guitar (2” long superficial
damage on the front veneer edge)
and guitar-stand - which can be left at
the end of the drive at a mutually
agreed time.
Jun/Andy 01223 813362
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Wildlife in Lode Fen April 2020
I was sitting in the
garden reading, and heard a very
familiar chattering sound, and there
they were, two swallows, who have
arrived back from South Africa. It
seems early to me, but perhaps it is
because it is so warm and their
passage is perhaps unimpeded by
aircraft and other human activities.
They never nest here, but always go
up to Bottisham pumping station
where they nest behind the grid that
traps weeds and detritus.
I have also seen many brimstone
butterflies, with their pale lemon
coloured wings, as well as peacocks
and the orange tips.
There are lots of bumble bees
around and I was astonished at the
speed some of them fly zooming
across the garden in a sudden burst
of energy
What else?
Oh yes, a grass snake, came out
from the lode and slithered across
the grass, with its yellow head and
green body. It was about 18 inches
long [0.5m] and very skinny so

probably last year’s late hatching. We
have seen them much bigger, about
the width of an arm and much longer,
but it is still early.
The barn owl has been around
hunting over the rough grass, but we
did find a dead one recently. It may
have died of starvation because they
are unable to hunt in wet weather as
their feathers are not waterproof. It
was so wet early on.
Finally, I was out for my cycle ride
coming up to Lode along the Fen
Road when an animal shot out in
front of me. At first I thought it was a
muntjac deer, then I realised it was
too small. Then I thought it looked
like a lamb, and I was wondering
what an earth a lamb was doing
along this bit of road and where had
it escaped from. Suddenly it went
sideways back into the long grass
and I realised it was a hare, but such
a large one. I see very few these
days, so that was marvellous.
However perhaps it is time to go to
Specsavers! No chance for a while!
Fran Platten

- - - - News from Bottisham Medical Practice - - - Patients’ Participation Group
Practice Information:
In these
difficult and changing times please
check the Practice website for up to
date details of how it is working to
enable us to make the best use of
the service. See message below
regarding use of the dispensary and
medication delivery.
Help to Ease Pressure on the
Practice:
Think carefully before
contacting the surgery and be clear
what the problem is. It helps if you

write down your symptoms before
phoning so that you remember
everything.
Expect there to be a wait before the
phone is answered, your patience is
appreciated.
Grateful Thanks: To Meeting Point,
Bottisham,
for
their
generous
contribution to the purchase of the
Doppler Machine
Walks for Health:
These are
cancelled for the time being.
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LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
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ANNUAL REPORT 2019-20
The membership over the past year
has risen to 37 members with a good
attendance at each meeting.
We have been entertained and
educated by our many excellent
speakers on various subjects. We
heard about the David Parr House in
Cambridge, the wildlife to be found in
our gardens, the history of a Fen
Village—followed by a visit to the
Burwell Museum. Also the second
part of the Literary Cambridge slide
tour, a demonstration of costumes
worn by Henry VIII wives and a
wonderful flower demonstration by
Elaine McCaghrey.
Many members attended events put
on by the Federation: a visit to
Tolthorpe Hall to see Blythe Spirit, a
visit to Rutland Waters and Oakham
with a boat trip around the reservoir.
Four members attended the WI
Centenary Dinner at Girton College
and of course the now annual trip to
Southwold and Theatre.
Three
members also attended Denman
College on various courses.

UNVEILING OF THE VILLAGE SIGN
Wednesday 7th May 1980
The annual Darts Final was a great
success but as yet Lode has not
reach this stage for many years but
one never knows what might happen
in the next year!
The Christmas Party was a most
enjoyable event with members sitting
down to a full Christmas dinner with
all the trimming cooked by members
of the committee. This was followed
by poems, readings and a mini
pantomime which caused much
laughter.
We again delivered over fifty
presents to all the over 75’s in the
village (the ones we know of).
Since writing this we have not been
able to meet since March, so
although the Programme has been
printed for the coming year we hope
we may be able to continue with it
during the latter part of the year.
Ann Round, Secretary
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RINGS of HOPE
The green depicts caring and the
blue is the NHS colour
Put forward by Elaine McCaghrey of
Quy, I think it would be wonderful if
we could fill our villages with these
flower rings as an appreciation of all
that the key workers are doing for us.
An adult version of the rainbows that the children have
been making reminds us there is a better future coming
at a time when we can appreciate and help each other.
Carole Faulkner, Lode WI
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On a bright but cool evening,
Lode
Village
Sign
was
unveiled by Mrs H Perry, the
only founder member who is
still in the Women’s Institute.
Mrs T Wright, the President,
formally presented the sign,
and it was accepted on behalf
of the village by Mr R White,
Chairman of the Parish
Council. Mrs Wright took the
opportunity to thank all those
who contributed to the fund.
The sign, to commemorate the
60th
anniversary
of
the
founding of Lode WI [in 1918]
was designed and carved by
Mr H Carter of Swaffham,
Norfolk,
and
incorporates
ideas given to him by WI
members, including the Mill,
Mr Sargent’s anvil, the Lode
Monkey and the Longmeadow
Cricket. The origins of the last
two are unclear, so if anyone
can tell us we would be
grateful.
The post and sign are made of treated weathered cedar wood, and the base
of Staffordshire Blue brick, chosen because it is very hardwearing. Here we
must thank Mr J Isaacson who built the base and erected the sign free of
charge for which we are very grateful. The wrought iron fence was designed
and made by a Norwich blacksmith. The site for the sign was chosen after
taking advice from the Parish and East Cambs Councils about the position of
water pipes, etc.
After the brief unveiling ceremony, everyone was invited to the house of
Mrs E Lambert for refreshments.
EE79=. L7/8.35, G370. R.257EE, D4392 C4I, S6.9E7 L4J92, H7K.E C4I, P.73E P455.3,
P7JE9=. AE:3.:, T4=9 W39;65, V7E.39. C43=.EE S5.EE7 C43=.EE H9E:7 P.33@, J.7= C4I7EE,
M4EE@ I277024=, R.; W695., S@E<97 P.33@, M4937 CJEE.=, R957 B@.
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WATER CAKE: A dairy-free, Egg-free,
MAGIC CAKE
Ingredients
380 ml water
80 ml vegetable or olive oil
1 tsp vanilla extract
370g all-purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
240g sugar
4 tbsp cocoa powder (optional)
Icing sugar for dusting

8. Take the cake out of
the oven and allow
to cool completely
before removing it from the tin.
9. Dust generously with icing sugar if
you like, and serve. Enjoy!!

Variations: Gluten free
To make this magic water cake glutenfree, simply use gluten-free flour and
adjust the water quantity to 200 ml.
Instructions
Suitable for Vegans
1. Preheat the oven to 180⁰C/360⁰F
Baking tips for the best cake
Gas Mark 4, and arrange a baking
Don’t forget to sift the flour! Sifting the
tray onto the middle shelf.
flour is the only way to avoid lumps and
2. In a small bowl, mix the olive oil,
get a super light spongy cake.
water and vanilla, then set it aside
Always pre-heat the oven before
until needed.
baking the cake.
3. In a large bowl sift the flour together Do not use the oven fan setting.
with the baking powder, and mix
Simply use the conventional oven
well with a whisk. Add in the sugar setting.
and cocoa powder and mix well.
Bake the cake in the centre of the
4. Slowly pour the oil and water mix
oven.
into the dry ingredients, and gently
To check if the cake is done. Open the
mix with a whisk until combined and oven door only towards the end of the
lump-free. You can also add a
baking time.
pinch of sea salt to enhance the
How to store
sweetness of the cake if you want.
This easy cake will keep well in the
5. Spray with baking oil a 7-inch spring fridge for up to 5 days.
-form cake tin with loose base,
Wrap in a cling film or store in airtight
although not necessary, and place
container. This will prevent the cake
a disk of parchment paper over the
from drying out and from catching the
base. Pour in the cake batter and
smell of other foods in the fridge.

even the top using a spatula.
6. Put the cake tin onto the middle
rack and bake in the oven for about
40 minutes
7. Insert a toothpick into the middle of
the cake. If it comes out dry, your
cake is done, otherwise continue to
bake for a further five minutes, then
check again.
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Spring
Jumble Sale
The jumble sale seems a long time
ago now, over 4 weeks, and it raised
a princely sum of £830
It was shared half and half with the
church and the village. Of the latter
£60 was given to the half marathon
to pay for the hire of the Fassage in
effect a donation to the charity,
Red2Green, based in Swaffham
Bulbeck. The half marathon will
hopefully take place on Sunday
1st November.

The rest of the money has been
given for the use of the Mutual Aid
volunteer group operating within the
village, together with £200 added to it
by the parish council. This has been
used to pay expenses for volunteers
and to supply them with hand
sanitiser, and gloves. There has
been a newsletter given out to every
household which gives more details
of this group.
Meanwhile I am sorting out drawers
and cupboards, a job I always
suggest to others, but never do
myself, so there will be a huge extra
pile of jumble in October, hopefully
when we can get back to a happier
and more normal lifestyle.
Coral, Julie and Fran
[Jumblers Extraordinaire]

Lode On-Line Archive http://lode.ccan.co.uk/

Can you
name these
models?

6752 411 54 56./:
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David Peck has kindly supplied anonymous children in funny hats.
several news-paper cuttings going If you can identify any of them please
back over the last fifty years and add a comment at the bottom of the
these have now been loaded onto entry and we will update in due
the
website.
They
include course.
Coral Hatley
christenings, weddings, shopkeepers,
lodearchive@gmail.com
publicans, tradesmen and some
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Anglesey Abbey & Wicken Fen
May 2020
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

Anglesey Abbey
has been closed to the public for several weeks, and will be closed indefinitely
during the pandemic. Security and essential maintenance on the estate
remains our absolute priority and we have a core team of 10 supporting the
essential tasks on the estate, as well as 24 security cover.
As such a close and supportive village we would very much like to ask for your
support in keeping eyes and ears open around the perimeter of estate when
walking or passing by. If you see any unusual activity or anything out of the
ordinary they can feel free to report it to the estate directly where it will be
responded to.
We really value the support of the local community at this time
to protect the estate, so do not hesitate to get on contact on
angleseyabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk and mark it for the attention of
Polly Ingham-Watts, General Manager.

Wicken Fen
The National Trust is encouraging
people to stay at home, exercise
locally and observe social distancing,
but that doesn’t mean that we have
stopped our efforts to help people
connect with nature, wherever they
are.
If you don’t already do so, we’d
highly recommend following the
national and local National Trust
social media feeds; they’re full of rich
content including family activities to
do at home, podcasts, inspiring
images of beautiful places and much
more. Wicken Fen’s feeds can be
found here:
Facebook https://
www.facebook.com/WickenFenNT
Twitter https://twitter.com/
WickenFenNT and for
Instagram search for ‘wickenfennt’.
Rangers are still carrying out
essential work on the reserve,

maintaining and repairing fences and
looking after our livestock. It’s a busy
time for our herds as foals and calves
are born, and all the animals enjoy
grazing on the new growth of spring
fen foliage.
Unlike domestic animals, it’s vital that
the livestock living on the reserve
feed on the plants that grow on the
Fen, they don’t need any other food
and it’s vital for their wellbeing that
people don’t try to feed them carrots,
apples or any other food.
This is a photo of the first foal born at
Wicken Fen this year, Louis.

L  A
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Our rangers check all the livestock
daily, so we’ll be able to share more
news about our foals and calves over
the coming months.
Louis’s path into the world was
straightforward, but the second foal
born, Jelly Roll, was born in a ditch,
and ranger Carol had to put her
waders on and rescue him. He then
proceeded to roll back into the ditch
twice – Carol spent a lot of time in the
ditch that day!
Rangers are also keeping an eye out
for returning migrants such as
warblers and cuckoos, and as this
article is being written the first two

swallows have been seen near the
Sedge Fen.
You’ll probably be noticing nature
from your windows at home, whether
it’s seeing blossom on the trees or
hearing birdsong. If you’d like to
know more about the birds you can
see from home: how to recognise
them visually or by listening to their
song, you’ll find lots of useful and
interesting information here: https://
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/lists/ourguide-to-birdsong-and-birdspotting
Julia Hammond

Rickard’s Ramblings
Ten years ago, Jean and I, together obtain any refreshment at these local
with Fran and Charlie Platten, watering holes under the present
compiled a Walks Guide which was circumstances.
printed and distributed to every So far, we have encountered very
household in Lode and Longmeadow. few people, so social distancing is not
Do you still have your copy? Don’t much of an issue, and there is plenty
worry if you haven’t as it is now of space out in the countryside to
available to you (and the rest of the steer clear of others when you do
world) via the Lode with Longmeadow come across like-minded people.
website.
Most of the paths are reasonably well
Anyway, Jean and I decided to use signposted, so it should not be
the guide as a basis for getting some difficult to follow the instructions (and
regular exercise, and at the same maps) in the guide, but note that
time check to see what has changed some of the paths have not been
in the past eight to ten years (we last reinstated by farmers so you may
updated the guide in 2012). So, we occasionally have to tramp across a
have been doing the walks once or ploughed field.
twice a week, covering typically 10 km
So, if you are running out of exercise
or thereabouts.
options for you and those sharing
The guide has many walks to choose your house, why not consult the
from, some quite short and others a guide and get out in the fresh air. I do
bit more challenging – the choice is not think
that
you
will
be
yours. All the walks are circular and disappointed, but don’t take my word
start and finish at Lode Church. As for it – ramble yourself!
well as walks to neighbouring villages,
Charlie
and out into the fen, there are also
pub walks, although sadly you will not
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This current Covid situation is
affecting everyone, not least the
front-line people at EAAA who are
continuing operations as normal.
Trauma trained doctors together
with critical care paramedics remain
in the front line to deal with whatever
might occur across our region.
Transferring Covid-19 patients
As hospitals in the region reach
capacity treating Covid-19 patients,
we are doing more to support the
NHS by providing critical care
transfer teams to assist the East of
England Ambulance Service Trust
(EEAST) in moving Covid-19 patient
between hospitals.
Our Doctor and Critical Care
Paramedic teams have the specialist
skills, equipment and extensive
experience to look after ventilated
COVID-19 patients outside hospital.
We will utilise the Cambridge-based
helicopter to fly our medical teams
around the region to man dedicated
transfer
ambulances,
to
take
critically ill Covid-19 patients to
hospitals with more intensive care
capacity.
EAAA has assisted with the transfer
of three Covid-19 patients so far, but
is gearing up for many more with the
expected peak in hospitalised
patients, and the consequential
need for more transfers in the
region, expected in the coming
weeks. To meet the likely need for
transfers during the daylight hours,
the shift patterns for clinical teams at
EAAA’s Cambridge base have been

changed to best meet demand and
match the availability of the
helicopter and pilots.
They continue to need our support,
even more so now that additional
protective equipment is urgently
needed to enable them all to stay
safe.
Therefore, EAA have launched the
Personal
Protective
Equipment
(PPE) appeal – please get in touch
via info@eaaa.org.uk or by post.
Whilst most of us are in lockdown,
or
furloughed
from
normal
employment, most of the usual ways
through which the charity raises
funds are in abeyance. ANY
contribution, however large or small,
however it might find it’s way to us,
will be gratefully received. Red
boxes are out there, if you are
mobile, or contributions by way of
cheques could be posted to:EAAA, Hangar E, Gambling Close,
Norwich Airport, Norwich. NR6 6EG.
Who knows what might befall any of
us tomorrow ?
Together – we save lives.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Michael White

Please note the
REVISED
TIMETABLE for
ROUTE 11 BUS
SERVICE

on the back page
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News from
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School
School Office : 01223 811595 or office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
What a difference a month makes. teething problems of the promised
The school closed officially on Friday food vouchers scheme from the DfE
March 20th and we do not yet know that have replaced free school meals.
when we will be asked to reopen – She has spent many hours on the
speculative dates in the press phone working to ensure that our
include anything from 11 Mayh families get the support they need.
through to September. As always our We are also very grateful to Anglesey
school staff will do whatever is Abbey who donated their Easter Egg
needed to support our children and hunt chocolate eggs to families in
their
families
throughout
the Lode and other local villages.
lockdown and the period of Mrs Sugg had the lovely task of
readjustment that will follow it when delivering 36 chocolate eggs to some
we start to transition to increased our children over the Easter holidays,
social contact.
which were very well-received.
Staff have done a wonderful job of I hope that you are all staying well
sending out challenges for the and safe at home, and look forward
children to complete at home, and to a time when we can welcome you
everyone is encouraged to start their again into our school building.
day by exercising with Joe Wicks
each morning at 9am. Owls class I’d like to end with a poem written by
(age 9-11) also have access to Chelsea Diane, which I think
Mr Lee’s YouTube videos explaining describes the current situation rather
algebra and other topics. One of our beautifully :
... and then the whole world
governors has described the children
walked inside and shut their doors
as super-heroes who are staying at
and said we will stop it all.
home to protect our elderly
everything.
neighbours.
to protect our weaker ones
We have worked together with
our sicker ones. our older ones.
Swaffham Prior school to provide
and nothing. nothing in the history of
childcare for specific groups of
humankind
children both in term-time and over
ever felt more like love than this.
the Easter holidays. Although
CD
families are encouraged to keep
children at home with them where
Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors
possible, the childcare is recognised
as
being
crucial
to
helping
keyworkers remain at work, and we
are very grateful to the staff that
have helped to provide this over the
holidays.
Significant
thanks
go
to
Mrs Thompson for navigating the
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Freedom

A Soldier’s Poem

(Anon)

Sadly, because of the Coronavirus pandemic, events planned to mark the 75th
anniversary of VE Day, which falls on Friday 8 May, are being scaled back or
cancelled altogether.
While researching the events held on the occasion of the 70th anniversary, I
came across the following poem that was read out at the Anniversary Concert
at the Royal Albert Hall in May 2015.
It was written on a scrap of paper that fluttered into the hands of a soldier
sheltering in a trench from a heavy bombardment during the 1942 El Alamein
campaign.
The poem particularly resonated with me because my late uncle Norman
Faulkner took part in that campaign.
Ian Faulkner
Stay with me, God. The night is dark,
The night is cold: my little spark of
courage dies. The night is long;
Be with me, God, and make me strong.
I love a game. I love a fight.
I hate the dark; I love the light.
I love my child; I love my wife.
I am no coward. I love Life.
Life with its change of mood and shade.
I want to live. I’m not afraid
But me and mine are hard to part;
Oh, unknown God, lift up my heart.
You stilled the waters at Dunkirk
And saved Your Servants. All your work
Is wonderful, dear God. You strode
before us down that dreadful road.
We were alone, and hope had fled;
We loved our country and our dead,
And could not shame them; so we
stayed the course, and were not much
afraid.

Dear God, that nightmare road!
And then that sea!
We got there – we were men.
My eyes were blind, my feet were
torn,
My soul sang like a bird at dawn!
I knew that death is but a door.
I knew what we were fighting for:
Peace for the kids, our brothers
freed,
A kinder world, a cleaner breed.
I’m but the son my mother bore,
A simple man, and nothing more.
But – God of strength and
gentleness,
Be pleased to make me nothing less.
Help me, O God, when Death is near
To mock the haggard face of fear,
That when I fall – if fall I must –
My soul may triumph in the Dust.
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Over the last 20 years I have had the privilege and pleasure of researching
and writing about the life of Colonel Brian D Shaw, war hero and explosives
expert. As we approach the 75th anniversary of VE Day I thought I would
share with you how he escaped from captivity in Germany as Allied forces
advanced across Europe.
Having defended Dunkirk but failed to get away himself, Brian Shaw spent the
summer of 1940 masquerading as a French farm hand. He was captured in
autumn 1940 and spent the next four and a half years as a guest of the
Germans. In March 1945 his POW camp was the picturesque castle of
Spangenberg bei Kassel in the centre of the country. The Americans were
advancing on Kassel and on the night of March 29th the prisoners were
ordered to fill their rucksacks with as many belongings as they could, and
were marched eastwards along the back road. Brian’s diary written over the
next few days captures the chaos of this period.
Thursday, March 29 1945
Moved out of Elbersdorf 17.10 hrs.
Marched 26 km to Waldkappel
carrying everything. Halted 10 min.
in the hour and one halt of one
hour, during which Whitehead and
I finished our last bottle of homemade wine and ate a good slab of
our cake. Gave some to one of the
German guards who seemed
friendly. He was a bit tiddly
afterwards. Found things a bit
trying after 10 km or so as I was
carrying so much weight (over
80lb), but after a swig of my home
made gin, was like a giant
refreshed and finished the march
in fine style.
Billeted at Waldkappel in a large,
very crowded barn of a farm on
main street. Many French and
Polish workers. They produced hot
water continually, coffee (ersatz) at
frequent intervals and soup was
waiting for us when we arrived.
Trains
were
attacked
by
Thunderbolts. Constant stream of
traffic heading E, mainly Army
piled on trucks, on bicycles and on
foot. Mostly without arms.

Friday, March 30
Marched out at 21.30 hrs.- 31 km to
Warnfried on the river Verra. Marching
1/2 hour, rest 10 mins. Had some of my
kit on transport but still carrying 44lbs.
However, wore greatcoat pinned back,
(did not wear greatcoat first night) and
got on very well. Nearly everyone else
had nearly all their kit on transport, but I
preferred to stick to mine. Masses of
disorganised military transport, horses,
etc. on road. Found march not too bad.
Billeted in barn 1km. from Kaldkappel.
Very crowded. Hitler Jugene did
excellent work bringing in hot coffee
and soup from the village and seemed
to like doing it. During the march, Allied
aircraft had attacked the column,
causing damage to vehicles. One bomb
fairly close to us as we marched. Did
not move at night. Had good night’s
sleep.
Saturday, March 31
Rested.
Sunday, April 1
Left Warnfried at 4.30 am., marching to
Lengenfeld.
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The diary stops here. The
prisoners were billeted in a
boys’ boarding school at
Lengenfeld and Brian, ever
resourceful and knowing that
the Americans were not far
behind, picked up the telephone
and dialled the number of the
village to the west. It was
answered by a startled and
initially disbelieving American
soldier. Realising what Brian
had done, the German guards
hurriedly
discarded
their
weapons, changed into civilian clothes and disappeared.
Soon the US soldiers arrived and the prisoners-no-more were taken to a
nearby airfield. They were picked up by Dakotas and after hedge-hopping to
escape German fighter aircraft they soon found themselves enjoying the
general euphoria in Paris. After a few days’ rest, Brian returned to his family in
Nottingham.
It is hard to imagine, even after our few weeks of lock-down, the emotions at
being reunited with wife and family after five long years. Their only form of
communication had been slow and sporadic letter-post.
VE Day followed a month later and Brian would have certainly joined in the
celebrations, but he would have been well aware that although Europe was
free, many British soldiers were still held captive in the Far East. Among these
were the majority of his battalion who had got away after Dunkirk only to be
captured in Singapore.
If this tale piques your interest in Brian Shaw, then his
full story of World War I and II bravery, rifle shooting
success, explosive chemistry lectures and high-profile
forensic science work can be found in:
Framed by a Smoking Gun – the explosive life of
Colonel B D Shaw
ISBN 978-1-912575-47-3
The book is available from all the usual online
booksellers. I have copies to sell myself and (for
when we are free to use it again) there is a copy in
Bottisham Library.
Thank you for reading
Clare E Wilkes
clarewilkes33@btinternet.com
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Our District Councillors’ REPORT
Although, the coronavirus is
causing death and disruption
across the whole world, we
have been hugely heartened
locally by all the people who
have come forward to help in their
community – thank you to everyone who is
volunteering, our local pubs and shops who
are working to keep us supplied with food
and medicine, and to everyone who is
allowing their neighbours to support them to
stay at home and protect themselves and
the wider community.
All of us owe our thanks to the staff of the
NHS and care workers who are working
through this crisis to treat the sick, care for
people and maintain maternity services. As
well as showing our appreciation by clapping
on Thursday evenings, we can give money
to support them, for example through NHS
Charities
Together
https://

maintained and that preparations are made
to ensure local residents are supported
through the crisis and supported back to
prosperity when the lockdown ends.
Contact us about anything – we may not
always have the answer or be able to help
you ourselves but we will do our best to find
someone who does know and can help. We
are also holding remote councillors’’
surgeries every Tuesday between 6.307.30pm, you can book an appointment with
us at by emailing John.
We will have a virtual Meet Your Councillor
on 19 May from 7.30pm, using Zoom. If you
want to join us for a general chat, just follow
this link – https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/74880586863.
Please also keep in touch with family and
friends by ‘phone, email and social media.
It’s important that we keep up our social
links. Please make sure you care for
yourselves and your families and
neighbours and follow the Government
Guidance at - https://www.gov.uk/

www.nhscharitiestogether.co.uk/.
We also owe our thanks to other workers
who are continuing to work – everyone
keeping food supplies going and food shops
government/topical-events/
open; public transport staff; Council staff and
the refuse collectors. Many of these workers,
coronavirus-covid-19-uktogether with NHS staff are disproportionally
government-response and NHS
low paid, immigrants or Black Asian and
guidance at https://www.nhs.uk/
Minority Ethnic British citizens. People who in
conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
better times were to often taken for granted,
There is much to see and do in our gardens
refused pay rises, or told to ‘go home’. We
and on our daily exercise, with nature
hope their service to us all in these difficult
changing daily as Spring develops. Charlotte
times will be properly recognised when the
works for the local Wildlife Trust, who have
virus is brought under control.
some great ideas for how to enjoy nature
East Cambs District Council staff are working
under the current restrictions - https://
to deliver services, from housing through
www.wildlifebcn.org/explore/
planning and licensing. The refuse team are
connecting-nature-home.
collecting all our rubbish, including green
bins, as usual. Grants have been paid to
local businesses who have had to close
Charlotte Cane, 34 Swaffham Road,
during the crisis. Now the government has
Reach, CB25 0HZ
07976 607 512
m.me/charlottecanelibdem
changed the law to allow decisions to be
charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk
taken at remote meetings, plans are being
made to allow meetings. The first such
John Trapp, 104 Commercial End,
meeting was Planning Committee which met
Swaffham Bulbeck, CB25 0NE
remotely on 20 April. We are pressing for
01223 812120
other Committees and Full Council to follow
john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk
so that we can ensure services are
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Red2Green News
In these unusual circumstances that
we are all in, we have had to find a
new way of working at Red2Green.
Like all cafes, at the time of writing,
the community café is closed. We
are still managing to tend to the
2,000 plants that we are growing
ready to sell to the community.
At the beginning of May we plan on
selling them with socially distant
deliveries
to
doorsteps.
See
www.red2green.org/garden
for
details on the plants that we have to
sell, prices and how to order. We are
also planning to sell a few of the
plants through a kerbside display
and honesty-box at our Lode Road,
Bottisham site.
Our work with adults with learning
disabilities and autism has taken a
different shape. What we do on a
day-to-day basis is normally a social
space and classed as non-essential,
so having closed our site and started
working from home, we are currently
sending activities to our learners
through the post and e-mail.
We have had a quick learning curve
on how to run our organisation online
(for some this really was a first) and
now hold our staff meetings through
the internet. We have had lots of fun
with
virtual
backgrounds and
dressing up for
our
meetings,
from homemade
moustaches
through to 1980s
outfits!
Photo
proof is on our
social
media
pages, check it
out.

We have also managed to start up
an online version of our Aspirations
service for adults with autism. This is
proving to be of great benefit to our
learners, giving them access to their
tutors and other learners.
We know that at this challenging
time, the financial situation for some
is difficult. However, if you would like
to support Red2Green so that we
can continue our work, then there
are a few ways that you can do this,
the first three at no cost to yourself:
• If you shop with amazon, use
smile.amazon.co.uk
and
set
Red2Green to be your chosen
charity. Amazon then donate 0.5%
of what you have spent to us!
• For other shopping sign up with
thegivingmachine.co.uk and set
Red2Green to be one of your
charities. Download their app and
extension for your browser, and
then do your online shopping
through
this.
The
browser
extension will remind you when a
shop you visit could give us a
donation. Each day you can also
press the ‘daily donation’ button,
and we receive money without you
doing any shopping!
• Tell
your
friends
about
Red2Green and get them to the
above two things
• Buy your plants from us (see link
above) and get your neighbours to
buy their plants from us.
• Donate at www.justgiving.com/
red2green
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Ripples
The ripples gently roll
Across the mirrored surface
Of the still water
They reflect my emotions
Close by, but not yet known
A numbness is with me today
The enormity of the plight of humanity
Sits heavily with me
Here and now
Each lost soul
Each grieving family
Mourning the loss of someone they
cherish
In the media, they are but statistics
We are kept updated, daily
But what of the human cost?
We are all connected
So at some level
We feel them leaving
But the scale of sadness
Is too much to bear
And so we carry on
But I implore you
Please remember to feel
Honour their passing

A pleasure at Ely railway station
currently denied to the traveller
and the rail enthusiast. Back soon!
John Overton
If you able, please print out a copy
of Lode Star for a friend/neighbour/
relative who is unable to read the
magazine online. Like the normal
online version, the print version does
not have advertisements.
If not, please let me know.
A small number of magazines can be
printed for those without online access.
Susan C.811584
lodestar.lode@btinternet.com

Innocent
An image of a child's face
Comes into my mind
I cup her beautiful, sad face
In my warm, loving hands
And look deeply into her eyes
Here, her soul speaks to me
Such loss, such fear
Almost too much for her to bear
But she does bear it
She has no choice
Survive or die
She is all of humanity
And her fate is unfair
My heart breaks for her suffering
And I hope that through my love
She finds small comfort
Sarah Freed, Mill Road
www.cambstherapy.org
01223 811170

LODE WALKS
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A selection of walks in and
around Lode with Longmeadow
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If you enjoy sewing and would like to
get involved with this potentially life
saving project please email me:
teresa@2spaces.co.uk

Express Your Self (Isolation)

Indoor and Outdoor
Plant Stations
Situated in Lode and Longmeadow.
Sandie and I are keen to start a
plant swapping project for residents.
Plants will be displayed on tables
outside our homes for people to help
themselves to and also to leave
excess plants for others.
We will take the usual precautions
and ask you to do the same when
collecting, swapping or donating.
Sandie has also made up seed
packs for people to help themselves
to and has organised a sunflower
competition.
For more information or if
anyone else wants to set
up a plant station let me
know.
Teresa:
07812
243732
teresa@2spaces.co.uk

I am going to organise something for
when we get to the other side. I
thought it would be a wonderful idea
to celebrate our local talent by hosting
an exhibition of Lockdown Art.
Creativity is boundless, what better
time to explore new projects and
hone existing skills? Whether you're a
painter, a sculptor, a writer or a
photographer I invite you to create
something that speaks of this
monumental time in our history. You
are welcome to use any medium to
express yourself. This might even be
the first time you've even thought of
submitting
something
for
an
exhibition. All talents welcome, no
judgement, no prizes, just celebrating
creativity and self expression.
When we have more certainty about
the future I will book a venue and
share the details.
If you have any questions or ideas
contact Teresa on 07812 243732
or teresa@2spaces.co.uk

Sewing Face Mask
Project
I am making face masks
from scraps of material.
These will go into the
sanitary supplies bank
should people need them
when out and about.
LODE 24 STAR

LODE 25 STAR

Lucy Frazer MP

Arthur Rank Hospice
Charity issues SOS!!
Cambridgeshire’s only adult Hospice
has issued an urgent ‘SOS!! Support
Our Services’ appeal in response to
the devastating impact COVID-19 has
had on the Charity’s ability to
fundraise for its vital services this
year.
The Hospice provides care and support
services to patients with an advanced
serious illness or a life-limiting condition,
and provides end-of-life care, typically to
people who are in the last two weeks of
their life.
In response to the COVID-19 epidemic,
the Hospice has had to reduce many of
its services to protect the safety of its
patients whilst simultaneously refocusing
on the core healthcare needs of the
County.
In just one month (from February to
March 2020), demand for the care that
the Charity provides within people’s
homes (observing strict infection control
procedures) has increased, as seen in
the 61% increase in the number of
referrals to the Hospice at Home night
service.
Calls to the Hospice have also increased,
as demonstrated in the 27.5% increase in
the length of time spent on triage calls by
the Arthur Rank Community Team.
Despite the difficult circumstances, in
March the Inpatient Unit still provided
care to 27 patients with complex end of
life needs, alongside 19 patients in
nurse led beds.
Strict restrictions have had to be
introduced for visitors to the Inpatient Unit
and care staff across all services are
struggling with the harsh reality of not
being able to offer a comforting hug, or a
hand to hold, to family members and their
loved one, at moments of heart-breaking
loss.
The Hospice’s Voluntary Services team’s
newly launched ‘Caring Communities’
scheme has moved to offering their

services over the phone, and have
additionally introduced a new telephone
befriender role to support Arthur Rank
Hospice patients at risk of loneliness and
isolation. Retired staff, GPs and student
Doctors have volunteered for clinical
roles and administrative and fundraising
staff have been redeployed to further
support clinical teams. Local businesses
have rallied around the Hospice, donating
essential items such as PPE for clinical
colleagues and iPads for patients
enabling them to communicate with loved
ones.
The clinical team are working closely with
Cambridgeshire
and
Peterborough
Commissioning
Group
(CCG),
Addenbrooke’s Hospital and social care
networks to ensure the Hospice is doing
everything it can to support the
healthcare
needs
of
the
wider
Cambridgeshire population.
None of what is happening now would be
possible
without
the
dedication,
commitment and generosity of the local
community, who passionately support the
Hospice to fundraise £3.98 million each
year, which together with the contracted
funding from the CCG enables it to
deliver its full range of services.
Initial financial forecasts have identified
that the Hospice will lose at least
£700,000 of potential income over the
next six months. This is due to scores of
fundraising
events
and
personal
challenges having to be cancelled; the
closure of the Hospice’s charity shops
and Bistro; and the cancellation of
training and conference events which
were due to take place in its Education
and Conference Centre.
To find out more about, or donate to,
Arthur Rank Hospice Charity’s ‘SOS!!
Support Our Services’ appeal, please
visit arhc.org.uk/sos.
Cherry Hinton Road, Shelford Bottom
Cambridge CB22 3FB
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The ongoing Corona- The hub focuses on signposting
virus outbreak is the access to food, medicines and other
biggest public health supplies, as well as organising friendly
emergency
in
a phone calls to anyone feeling lonely.
generation. We are all The council also liaise with voluntary
playing our part in and community partner organisations
slowing the spread of to ensure other needs, including health
the virus by social distancing and and social care, are met as quickly as
following the government’s advice to possible.
stay home, protect the NHS and save Anyone who needs help can contact
lives.
the
co-ordination
hub
by
eOur emergency services and local mailing covid19@eastcambs.gov.uk
authorities are doing a fantastic job in or calling 01353 665555. The call
South East Cambridgeshire, from centre is open between 9am and 4pm
providing medical support to those that Monday to Friday.
need it, looking after our vulnerable My website, contains the latest
and elderly and helping businesses Government and local information on
with financial assistance.
Coronavirus, with updates on health
Cambridgeshire
Council
has
a advice and social distancing, help for
designated page detailing the ways in employers, employees and the selfwhich Covid-19 may result in changes employed, help for those who rent a
to local services. Please follow this property or let a property, education,
link for more information:
travel advice and local support
They
are
also
part
of
the including the names and links to
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Co- individual groups and organisations.
ordination Hub, specifically focusing A range of other local voluntary groups
on providing access to food, medicines are also doing fantastic work in South
and other supplies. As well as co- East Cambridgeshire. From supporting
ordinate the need to make sure there the elderly, to taking care of mental
is adequate staff and resource health, please visit the dedicated page
capacity to serve a significant on my website for further information
increased level of demand in critical and contact details.
service areas, such as the NHS and If you have an urgent query that I can
social care.
help
with
please
email
me
South Cambridgeshire District Council on lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk. If
has a designated page and a you would like me to share any news
customer portal to view your personal or updates on my website or social
account information and to update media pages then please email me – I
them on your circumstances. Further am happy to do so.
information can be found here: https:// By working together we can all help
www.scambs.gov.uk/coronavirus/
and support our communities through
Volunteers and support groups who this challenge.
come forward will be linked with over
Lucy Frazer QC MP,
70s
and
others identified
as
South East Cambridgeshire
vulnerable, to assist the most at-risk
groups during the outbreak.
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Public Transport Matters
As I write we have had
3 weeks of lockdown
due to the Coronavirus. Buses still travel
regularly past my house but there is
seldom anyone on them – perhaps at
times
a
solitary
passenger.
Sometimes they are Park & Ride
buses, as I understand that some
sites are closed. Once it was a
single decker. If people are still able
to travel to work, they may feel safer
in their cars and some car parks are
now free. My son in London soon
gave up trying to use the packed
Tube. We are to keep two metres
apart.
I feel that this situation will in future
years be seen as an historic
event. Will it be studied in schools in
history, geography or science? A
GCSE subject in 30 years’ time?
People try to compare it to living
during the time of WW2. It is very
different. No lockdown then. I was
born in 1936. My mother and I lived
at Broadstairs in Kent.
It soon
became apparent, as the planes
zoomed over from Germany and also
our own planes down from Suffolk
and Cambridgeshire, that this was
not a safe place. We moved to stay
with my grandparents in Barking,
east London. My father was in
Maidstone, an essential worker with
the Gas Board but also a member of
ARP and up on roofs reporting
things.
Transport ran as usual. My mother
always enjoyed the no. 25 bus of
London Transport and we were
sitting on one going into the centre of
London
when
the
sirens
sounded.
She hadn’t really yet
begun to appreciate the seriousness
of the war and when the driver pulled

over and told us to disembark she
refused to listen and said she had
paid the fare and wished to be taken
to our destination. We were removed
firmly and escorted with others to the
nearest London underground station
for shelter as the siren meant that
planes were approaching and ready
to bomb us. I must have been about
4 years old but I can remember it.
I can also remember nearly being
sent off as an evacuee. We were on
a London railway platform where they
were assembling children.
My
mother was checking train times and
she turned round to see me being
herded off with the other children
standing there. She managed to
reclaim me!
We moved round the country by bus
or train – High Wycombe, Hauxton
and then Royston, where we saw the
end of the war. I enjoyed saying ‘got
any gum chum?’ as I walked to
school past the American soldier
sentry by the camp and also the
street party we had as the war in
Europe ended.
The transport from Hauxton wasn’t
as good but we got a lift to
Cambridge on a coal delivery truck. I
needed glasses and a visit to a
dentist. I know they were both in
Newnham but not sure where.
From Royston my uncle who lived in
Elmswell, Suffolk and worked there
for Tate & Lyle, the sugar company,
used to collect me when on a
delivery with his lorry and bring me
home again after a few days holiday
with him and my aunt. I used to play
among the sacks in the depot with
two other children.
Like so many people, including some
present
Bottisham
and
Lode
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residents, we breathed a sigh of
relief when it was getting back to
some sort of peacetime normality
and we went from Royston to Leigh
on Sea. The buses were run by
Southend Borough Council and it
was a good service.
The issuing of ration books lasted
until 1953, I think. I can remember
going to the Co-op with them. I had
penfriends through my grammar
school and Marie-Henriette visited
from Paris in 1952 and Inge from
Neustadt an der Weinstrasse in
1953.
They came by boat and
trains. I also visited them in the
same way.
During the war we could be out and
about and using public transport but
now we can’t unless we have an
essential job or hospital visit.

I had a very happy Shearing’s coach
break to Newquay in Cornwall for the
weekend of the 13 to 16 March
2020. As the driver dropped me off
in Cambridge as the last passenger,
he was upset and said that that was
it. He probably no longer had a
job.
As well as the pain and
suffering, the financial consequences
of this pandemic are awful. How will
we stop more people continuing to
bring the disease to this country and
how is everything finally going to be
paid for?
Keep safe. Keep well
Paddy James

LODE VILLAGE SHOP with POST OFFICE
24 High St. CB25 9EW Tel: 01223 811927 Email: corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk
also in Facebook as ‘Lode Post Office and Shop’
NORMAL OPENING HOURS:
Monday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30 *
Tuesday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Wednesday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Thursday – 09:00-13:00
Friday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30 *
Saturday – 09:00-12:00

We hope you and your family and
friends are keeping safe and positive
during these difficult times.
Our intentions for the business is to
support the community and to keep
working our normal hours as long as
possible.
We have rules in place for social
distancing but we recommend
washing your hands after visiting.

Bank Holidays:
* We are closed on
these dates for the
May Bank Holidays:
Friday 8 May and
Monday 25 May.

Our Services: Post Office, independent
village store, Cresta dry cleaning services
and medication pick-up point from
Bottisham Medical Practice.
2020 Charity: This year we are collecting
money for the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, known
as the
Postage: Large/Heavy items are likely to
go Parcelforce please aim for MondayThursday morning if needed the next
working day.
Last Royal Mail collection for the week is
Saturday at 11.15.am
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Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club
Well as the globe has kept turning
and another year gets into its stride,
and amongst my already broken and
forgotten new year resolutions, yearly
predictions and wishes for 2020 I still
wonder what the “trendsetters” in
photography will be showing us this
year…..
Knowing what the “top trends” are in
photography can be incredibly useful.
Whether for competition, for your
home images, knowing what is hot
can help make your images stand out
from the rest. And mine.
So, without further ado, and because
it will be fun to look back at the end
of the year and see how many I got
right, here are my top trends for
photography in 2020. Look out world
you have been warned!!

Vibrant Colours

Film

Each image captured on a phone is
vertical
unless
you
turn
it
sideways. Please try it, taking your
phone photos sideways….
This is a massive jump from DSLRs,
SLRs and new mirrorless cameras
that are designed to mainly take
images in the horizontal position.
If you want to try a vertical photo, find
a scene that fits the vertical frame,
not vice-versa.

Cloud Storage
As oats is oats, technology moves
forward and cameras gain better and
better resolutions, which is great,
however, a bigger resolution means
bigger files are needed to hold more
information taken from the scenes
you have captured.
Hello Cloud Storage.
The cloud is a way to store and move
your images from device to device
wirelessly. There are lots of
companies out there, such as Google
and Apple which offer cloud storage
which are open to everyone. They all
offer a small amount of space for
free, expandable for a fee.
The great thing about this type of
storage is you can have access to
your images anywhere – although
you will need a connection to the
internet to do so.
If you take photos with your phone,
you can set up your phone to store
you images to a cloud service
straight away allowing you to edit
your images on the go….. I’ve got an
Amazon Prime account and that
comes with free cloud storage up to a
1TB.

The stronger the colours the louder
you image will shout. I’m not talking
about using HDR (Hyper Dynamic
Range) to take your image to 11, I’m
talking about keeping it vibrant and
natural. As a photographer you need
to aim for natural scenes. As luck
would have it, graffiti, wall paintings,
and other outdoor designs are trendy
at the moment and allows them to
stand out. Try and be as natural as
possible with bright colours such as
flowers to keep your viewers’
attention.
Vertical is the way up
I know, it’s hard to call an images
orientation a trend, but I expect to
see more vertical images over the
next year. Those “in the know” say
this is “the best way to capture the
flow of a scene”. Waffle I call it.
This trend is definitely as a result of
the growing use of smart phones.
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Well I’ve been saying this for a while
now, not that anyone listens, but film
photography is growing once again.
You might not believe me, but not
every photographer wants a digital
experience. Me, well I spent my
teenage years smelling of developer
and fixer, so I’m more than happy
with my digital camera and laptop.
Working with photographic film offers
photographers a way to discover the
base of this visual world and on top
of that, you have a physical tangible
object you’ve created yourself after
capturing your image.

A link with the environment
A natural setting for you photographs
will fit right into the current trend of
environmental issues. And rightly so.
Whatever type of photography you
are into, take your photography
outside, show that connection with
the greater outdoors.
But be mindful for the impact you
create when out looking for that
perfect sunset.

Goodbye DSLR
We have entered a new era of
photography.
Like it or not, camera manufactures
are now looking into new types of
devices, such as mirrorless camera.
These cameras are smaller, quieter,
weigh less and still retain great
resolution.
So why carry a large camera with
extra weight? As more of us
photographers travel from place to
place, (I know what I said above
about the environment, but those
mountains won’t come to me living
on the edge of the fens) a lightweight
camera will be very handy.

The future is not Cannon or Nikon
shaped,
many
other
camera
manufactures
offer
great
and
cheaper versions. Although I would
never give up my big old Canon.

Minimalism
Each and every year I look at my
images and evaluate them through a
very critical
magnifying
glass.
Complexity has always been a key in
my photography, and I’m not the only
photographer to use techniques on
top of composition and extra colour
management.
If you want your images to stand out
in 2020, my top tip is to take a step
back. Look for something that makes
your image different, take a more
minimalist approach. It’s hard. I
know, I’m still trying.
Less noise in your composition will
mean more focus on the images
subject. This goes for portrait
photography,
fashion,
street,
landscape photography etc. The
more minimal you can make your
image the better.
So, when approaching a scene, look
at what can be removed, not added.
Aim for a simpler scene or
background.
So, these are my photographic trends
for 2020. I’d take them with a very
large bucket of salt, or not, we will
have to see what this year brings us.
I for one will be out and about trying
dome of these trends to see what will
be. Hope to see you out and about as
well.
Whatever the trend is, find out more
about it by coming along (in better
times) to the Bottisham and Burwell
Photographic Club. We meet every
Tuesday at the chapel in Lode at
7:30pm. Come along, meet the
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members and have a cup of tea and a natter about photography. Or visit our
web site at www.bottburpc.org to find out more about the club and what we
get up to. As well as all this, the club has a Facebook page too. Look for
Bottisham and Burwell Photographic Club next time you have a spare
moment or two.
Happy Snapping, Elliot Needham, Bottisham and Burwell Photographic Club

Dear Parishioners
While Lode church is still closed we
are holding our church services on
line using Zoom.
If you would like to take part then
please contact Mike Procter in
Swaffham Bulbeck and he will
explain how to join in. Tel: 01223
813963, email: mike@procter.com.
We are still producing the weekly
notice sheet with the weekly readings
and services available on radio and
TV.
Sunday
Morning
Worship
is
broadcast on Radio Cambridgeshire
at 8.00 am and the same service is
broadcast at 8.10am on Radio 4.
BBC1 have a weekly Morning
Worship Service and Songs of Praise
at Lunchtime 1.15pm.
Certain elements of these services
are taken from previous recordings.
I now send out the weekly link for our
online service via email to anyone in
Lode wishing to take part. I also send
out a digital version of the weekly
notice sheet. I can also print a copy
out for you.
Please let me know if you want join
the distribution list.
We have an excellent group of
people supporting our village but if
you have anything that you would like
to talk about please get in touch.
Best Wishes and take care
Julie Sale

Sadly, all our meetings and
events are cancelled for the
foreseeable future.
The Mothers’ Union has
produced a website page with a
variety of resources to help
everyone pass the time whilst
we are experiencing social
distancing or self-isolation.
https://
www.mothersunion.org/
resources-support-uschallenging-times
Blessings from the
Anglesey Group to all readers
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Anglesey in Stitches
While we are unable to meet in
person, Anglesey in Stitches
knitting and crafting group is
meeting by Zoom on odd-dated
Tuesday evenings (8pm) and
even-dated Thursday afternoons
(3pm).
Our May meetings are:
Tuesday 5 May 8pm
Thursday 14 May 3pm
Tuesday 19 May 8pm
Thursday 28 May 3pm
The group draws its membership
from the Anglesey villages of Lode
with Longmeadow, Stow-cumQuy,
Bottisham,
Swaffham
Bulbeck and Swaffham Prior and
anyone is welcome to join us
whether or not you would normally
be free to meet at these times.
We work on our own projects and
are also joining in with the
Anglesey Benefice quilt project
and with making scrubs for local
hospitals and care homes.
If you would like to join us,
please email Clare Wilkes
clarewilkes33@btinternet.com
and say whether you would like
to join on Tuesdays, Thursdays
or both.

Lode and Longmeadow
Neighbourhood Watch
Reporting a crime in progress:

999

(if using a mobile dial 112)
Reporting a crime after the event:

Dial 101
We strongly recommend you report
crimes for two reasons:
1. You need a crime report number
if you wish to claim on your insurance
2. Reporting a crime automatically
places that crime on the statistics
NHW encourages villagers with
broadband access to join Ecops at

https://www.cambs-police.co.uk/
myneighbourhood/ecops/
Martyn Lord
Village Co-ordinator

lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk

NHW Co-ordinators
LONGMEADOW
Lis Miles ------------------- 811233
LODE ROAD & NORTHFIELDS
Pip Lane ------------------ 811944
HIGH STREET, THE FASSAGE &
ABBEY LANE
Daniel Haak
Martyn Lord -------------- 812644
MILL ROAD
Mike Parrish -------------- 811356
FAIRHAVEN CLOSE, WILLOW
GROVE & STATION ROAD
Ellis Weinberger--------- 812932
LODE FEN
Denis Moules ----------- 811918
Martyn Lord -------------- 812644
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Thinking Allowed
As for very many people and and Easter Day. We have even found
organisations the church has had to adapt ways of sharing coffee together after the
and find new ways of being a church service although we have to make our
family and serving others during lock- own coffee now!
down. Our buildings have had to close to We have been praying for all key workers
conform to the measures to stay home, who are serving others and who put
save lives and protect the NHS but the themselves at risk in doing so and for all
church community remains open, active those who are ill or grieving. If you have
and prayerful.
anyone you would like us to pray for
Although I am not a great expert with please do ring or e-mail. It is one small
technical innovations we have embraced thing we can do for others whilst at home.
Zoom, an internet-based way of sharing Our reading last Sunday was about Jesus
meetings and documents with groups of appearing to his friends who were hiding
people and for a number of weeks now behind locked doors because they were
we have held services on-line using this afraid they too might be taken and killed. It
new technology.
spoke to where we find ourselves,
It has been a steep learning curve and we perhaps not hiding in fear but locked down
have had to spend time teaching one and unable to be with family and friends.
another how to work computers and ipads Yet as the story reminded us, locked doors
so that as many as possible can join in. are no barrier for our God. He can move
Sadly, there are some who don’t have the through any locked door, any barricaded
internet or whose hearing is too poor to heart, any walls created by fear or anxiety
join us even so and we miss them and try to reveal his love for people bringing them
to keep in touch by phone.
peace and hope. He did it for his first
As you can imagine this new venture has disciples as they mourned his death and
precipitated some humour. The Church he does it for us as we mourn for a lost
Times cartoon last week was on way of life and for people we love. He is
‘backgrounds for broadcast from the with us in lockdown, loving us and wanting
clergy study’. It’s possible on Zoom to to give us strength and peace for whatever
have set pictures as a background which the future holds.
means you can be in a scholarly study Our world may not return to how it once
with lots of neat rows of books, an artistic was just as the disciples never returned to
study with lots of imaginative art work, a their fishing or to learning face to face from
spiritual study with lots of aids to prayer Jesus. However, the global experience of
and worship….or you can just be in the a pandemic may help us to be more
real life study or kitchen and go for the aware of each other’s needs, maybe we
realistic perhaps rather messy natural will discover how to be kinder and more
background.
supportive of one other. It has already
None of new things we are learning might shown us how we might appreciate and
be what we would want or had planned for value the care others provide. Through the
but it is what we can achieve and develop restrictions we have been gentler with the
at this moment. It has enabled many to natural world too and notice how it
celebrate the most important festivals of contributes to our health and well-being.
the Christian calendar including Palm We are recognising that our world is far
Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday more than a resource to exploit for our
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH LODE with LONGMEADOW
Vicar:
Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726 suethevic@btinternet.com
Churchwarden:
Julie Sale, C.811222 juliesale0@gmail.com
http://angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/
The ANGLESEY GROUP OF PARISHES comprises:
Holy Trinity Bottisham (845), St Mary’s Quy (TJ@), Quy Village Hall (TJ@*)
St James’ Lode (E4:.), St Mary’s Swaffham Bulbeck (8JE) and St Mary’s Swaffham Prior (V39)

Normally you are welcome to attend services anywhere in the benefice.
For funerals please contact the vicar directly. For weddings please contact:
admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk
own ends. Lockdown has also precipitated
lots of imaginative and creative ways of
caring for one another and staying in touch
and this support and care is something to
build on for the future.
If you would like to join us on Sunday
morning please get in touch and we will
send you a link for our reimagined
worship. It would be lovely to welcome you
from the comfort of your living room or
kitchen.

The cartoon is based on the story we
heard last Sunday adapted for our time.
Thomas was not with the rest when Jesus
first appeared to them behind their locked
doors and he found it hard to believe until
he saw Jesus for himself.
Stay safe and well and please do get in
touch if you would like a chat, to join us in
worship or if have anyone you would like
us to uphold in prayer.
Sue
suethevic@btinternet.com
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OUTSIDE INFORMATION
BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE : ............................................. 810030
Monday to Friday 8.30-18.00 Saturday CLOSED
When Surgery is closed for medical help please ring ................ 111
BROUGHTON HALL.............. In an emergency: 999 or Swannell 811584
CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999
Non-Emergency www.cambs.police.uk ............. ........................ 101
Crimestoppers ................................................. 0800 555 111
LODE PARISH COUNCIL Chairman: Robert Stevens............... 811643
Clerk: Jonathan Giles lodeparishclerk@gmail.com .07789 012 761
ST. JAMES' CHURCH, LODE Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222
LODE CHAPEL Alan Brand alanbrand77@icloud.com ........ 812558
ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ........ 211235
LODE SHOP & POST OFFICE ....................................................... 811927
FASSAGE HALL Bookings - Julie Sale juliesale0@gmail.com 811222
THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425
1st Bottisham RAINBOW S/Bottisham BROW NIES ............ 811055
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000
................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200
County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729
EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555
District Councillors: Charlotte Cane .. 07976 607512. John Trapp 812120
SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0800 131 3348
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire ...... bottishamhuthire@outlook.com
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE ................................................. 811250
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE Adult Learning ....................... 811372
BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235
SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595
BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ........................................... 812354
NATIONWIDE RAIL TIMES ..............................................08457 48 49 50
TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................0871 200 22 33
STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578

Cambridge code (01223)
unless otherwise indicated
WASTE & RECYCLING
MAY
Thursdays
 Box—Refuse & Blue lid
No box—Refuse & Green lid

6

14

21

29
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MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
Second Wednesday

All library charges have been
Longmeadowand the2.10
2.35 pm
suspended
due- dates
of
Northfields
2.40 - 3.15 pm
items
extended
until
at
least
the
Lode Post Office
3.20 - 3.50 pm
end of May
Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Environment Agency incident
River hotline .. 0800 80 70 60
 
116 123 (

0800 77 66 00
talktofrank.com
Friendly, conﬁden al
drugs advice

)

Gas .............................0800 111999
Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145
Electricity ..........0800 783 8838

  
jo@samaritans.org

ROUTE
11 BUS SERVICE
CD EFGHIJF DC EKCLMNE MCL OMCP QDRILMNE

REVISED TIMETABLE
+ = Serves Lode Church

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads

Monday to Saturday

Monday to Saturday

0628, 0824+#, 1028,1224+#, 1428, 1624+, 1828

0700, 0900+, 1100, 1300+, 1500, 1700+, 1900

Longmeadow bus shelter: Up to 4 mins earlier than these times

From LODE x-roads to NMKT & BStE

From BStE (via NMKT) to LODE x-roads

Monday to Saturday

Monday to Saturday

0727, , 0927+, 1127, 1327+, 1527,
1727+, 1927

B’well0601,

Longmeadow bus shelter: Up to 4 mins later than these times

0705(0735)+, 0905(0935), 1105(1135)+,
1305(1335), 11505(1535)+,1705(1735)
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