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How NHS Test and Trace will contact you
1. You'll be contacted by email, text or phone.
2. Text messages will come from NHStracing.
Calls will come from 0300 0 135 000.
3. Children under 18 will be contacted by phone wherever possible and
asked for their parent or guardian's permission to continue the call.
4. You'll be asked to sign in to the NHS Test and Trace contact tracing
website at https://contact-tracing.phe.gov.uk.
5. If you cannot use the contact tracing website, they will call you.

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year
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Lode Parish Council News
Recreation and Conservation
Further to June's news, at the time of
writing, no more than six people may
be gathered in any joint activity in
recreation areas. This means that
tennis doubles are now possible, but
not cricket. Whilst the Play Area is
closed, we have carried out repairs to
the Rocking Horse and its matting
and to the fence. If you, or a group,
would like to do some conservation
work on the Fassage Green in your
own time, you would be most
welcome. Please contact Rob Small.
Cemetery Seat
An old reused seat in the most
recently used part of the cemetery
has been removed due to its poor
condition. If anyone would like to
donate a new seat, perhaps in
memory of a relative, please contact
our Clerk.
LODE PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN
Robert Stevens ....... C.811643
51 Northfields
Teresa Crickmar .....07812 243 732
9 Swaffham Road
Fran Platten............. C.813016
Fen Farm, Lode Fen
Clive Purbrook..........07885 690 781
Gally’s Farm, Lug Fen Droveway
Rob Small................ C.812626
32 High Street
Meleena Walsh ....... C.813664
23 Northfields
CLERK
Jonathan Giles 07789 012 761
86 High Street, Bottisham CB25 9BA
lodeparishclerk@gmail.com

Finances
Councillors and our Internal Auditor
have approved the Fassage Hall and
Recreation Ground Charity Account,
the Parish Council Account and the
Governance
and
Accountability
Return for 2019/20.
Planning
The District Council has approved
the application submitted last year for
a permanent agricultural worker's
dwelling at Anglesey Farm, next to
the existing temporary one. The
Parish Council had no concerns
about a revision to the approved
commercial building off Swaffham
Road, near Longmeadow, which is
requested to be turned through
ninety degrees.
National Trust Visitors
The timed pre-booked ticket system
for entry to the gardens has been
very successful and the number has
been doubled to 960 per day as there
is plenty of space. The shop and
plant centre have also reopened.
The Anglesey Abbey Estate was
donated to the National Trust to the
benefit of the nation over 50 years
ago. We have the use of such a
beautiful place to walk nearby and
share with the public. Children have
recently been enjoying building dens
in the woods.
The Parish Council tries to ensure
that all public footpaths in the parish
are available for public use. We have
received permission from the County
Council for the National Trust to put
notices on the narrow sections of the
public footpath between the Car Park
and the Mill suggesting that walkers

give way to others already coming
the other way during the current
crisis.
Road Closure
The B1102 road between Anglesey
Abbey and Quy Crossroads will be
closed from 30th June for resurfacing. Light vehicles may divert
via Bottisham.

Prescriptions and Medicines
The scheme whereby volunteers
take prescriptions to, and collect
medicines from, the Bottisham
Surgery has now ceased. If you
cannot do this yourself as you are
confined at home, and do not have
someone who can help, please
contact the Surgery.
Robert Stevens, Chairman

Lode On-Line Archive http://lode.ccan.co.uk/
75 years since the declaration of peace in Europe
We continue to receive a steady flow
of photos of those who contributed to
the allied cause from 1939-45.
Most are of people who lived in Lode
but we have two other categories:
those who later moved to Lode and
those whose families now live in
Lode
Not sure when the photo exhibition
can take place but we are loading
copies onto the on-line archive so if
you have been tidying up while under

house arrest and found an
interesting photo of someone in
uniform we’d love to see it. Happy
to collect and scan if you are unable
to access the technology.
Here is a gem with Lord Fairhaven
and the men of the Home Guard
taken at Anglesey Abbey in the early
1940’s.
Coral Hatley
lodearchive@gmail.com

continued on next page
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MAKE SURE YOU CAN VOTE
AT ELECTIONS IN 2021
There will be the postponed Police
Commissioner Election, County Council Elections,
and maybe a by-election
Electoral Registration forms will be
delivered to every household in
Lode and Longmeadow by the end
of July.
It is important that these forms are
returned as the register enables you
to vote. If you're asked to register
and do not do so, you could be
fined.
Also, if you are not on this Register
you may be refused credit.

You must use the website, free
phone or text number, or return the
form (which will have all the contacts)
to confirm the details on the form
are correct. If they are not you must
amend the form. A prepaid envelope
is provided.
If you don’t receive a form then or
have any queries please contact the
Electoral Services department at
ECDC on 01353 665555.

Fay Bawtree received this poem in an email from a friend.
Other supermarkets are available!

Wordsworth in Lockdown:
I wandered lonely as a cloud,
Two metres from the madding crowd,
When all at once my name was called
To enter Waitrose’ hallowed hall.
This was the pensioners’ special hour
I’d gone to get a bag of flour,
But I forgot - when through the door What I had gone to Waitrose for.
The Waitrose staff are extra kind
I told them it had slipped my mind,
They ask what else I had forgot
They clearly thought I’d lost the plot.
I phoned my wife again to ask
She reminded me of this special task
“I need some flour to bake a cake
With all that cream you made me take!”
“Ah yes, I recall” I had to lie,
I dared not ask what flower to buy,
But then I saw them at the tills
A bunch of golden daffodils.
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St James’ Church Lode with
Longmeadow acknowledgement for
Ken and Dorothy York’s contribution to the
work of the church
Ken and Dorothy
York
chose
to
worship at St James’
Church after their move
to Bottisham in the 1960s.
They both took an active part
in the life of the church. In the
early '80s they joined the Parochial
Church Council (PCC). They had many
friends in the church whom they
supported in any way they could. Ken
helped with any maintenance of the
church and they both were very active
with fundraising projects. It was Ken who
suggested the church hold a fundraising
plant stall. He provided many of the
plants that he had nurtured in his
greenhouse over the winter. They
helped with setting up for the fete each
year which involved collecting the
wooden stalls from the Green family
sheds in Bottisham and putting them
together. Dorothy you will remember ran
the Raffle.
In the ‘90s Dorothy became the church
treasurer and with her bookkeeping

background kept a meticulous set of
hand written records. At PCC
meetings Dorothy could quote what
had been raised in previous years
at any function from memory. In fact
Dorothy’s memory was so good that
even in her late ‘80s she was still
able to notice errors in our meeting
minutes and remind us of things we
have forgotten.
As Vivienne reported last month
Ken and Dorothy held a Coffee
Morning in their garden every year
to raise funds for the church.
Dorothy enjoyed sourcing the prizes
for the raffle from local businesses
and friends. Several hundred
pounds were raised for the church
each year with a wide group of their
friends attending and enjoying the
delights of their colourful garden.
Ken and Dorothy worked and
played
hard.
The
services
background had shaped them. They
had a lot of determination and duty
in all they did. They
weren’t quitters
you
could always rely on
them complete any task
that was set before
them.
We
are
sad
that
because of the virus we
are unable to properly
support Dorothy now in
Queen’s Court.
Julie Sale
Churchwarden
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Bottisham Surgery
Dispensary Service Update – Important Information

The dreaded Covid-19 virus has
seen an end to this year's annual art
extravaganza but a group of budding
members have organised a treasure
trail of art for the public to enjoy
whilst out on their daily walks.
#Openwindows2020 is a national
campaign that is celebrating art in its
many forms, displayed in, as the
name would suggest, a window or
perhaps front garden. For all four
weekends of July, artists will display
their artwork for local residents to
enjoy.
WHEN? - the original COS
weekends: July 4th/5th, 11th/12th,
18th/19th, 25th/26th inclusively.
Participating artists will decorate
their houses with the Cambridge
Open Studios yellow flag and it will
become an art
treasure hunt for
the
local
neighbourhood.
Each participating
artist will display
their name and
the
Cambridge
Open
Studios
website address
alongside their art
in their window
(each artist has
their own page on
#COSart2020) so
people can find
out more about
each artist they
have visited.
LODE 8

In complete ignorance of what 2020
would entail I planned to start my
business Creative Therapy Space
and
exhibit
my
work
in
Cambridge Open Studios.
As it turns out I can't welcome people
to use the space to learn creative
skills or top up on their wellbeing with
alternative therapies but I can get
busy making in the workshop.
I will be opening my doors for people
to see my workspace and have my
crown sculptures
on display.
I have also been
making lots of
jewellery to sell
during the four
weekends in July.
It would be lovely
to see lots of local
people and have
the chance to
show you my
creations.
Teresa Crickmar
Chertsey Cottage
9 Swaffham Road
Lode
STAR

Since the easing of lockdown we
have seen volunteers going back to
work, along with patients not always
being in to receive the medication
due to them going back to work so,
unfortunately, it was not working as
efficiently as we would have liked.
With this in mind and the fact that
repeat requests have reduced to
what it was before the lockdown, we
have reverted back to normal
opening.
So now everything will
need to be collected.
We will be open from 8.30am to
6pm Monday to Friday. Please
note we will close for lunch
between 12 and 2pm every day.
The only exception is for those
patients who are shielding.
Over the past weeks they will have
received details of the community
volunteers through your letterbox.
(Alternatively, log on to your local
Parish Council website where you
will be able to find details.)
Please ‘phone the person in your
area who will be happy to help
arrange
pick
up
of
your
medication. If you are struggling
to arrange for someone to pick up
your medication or there is no one
in your area, please contact the
reception team at Bottisham
Medical Practice who will help
arrange a delivery.
Due to reduced staffing numbers
please bear with us as there may be
a longer wait at the dispensary.
We ask that only one person at a
time
comes
into
dispensary,

otherwise please queue outside until
the dispensary area has been
vacated.
We are still working to a
five working day turnaround
and we ask that you do not attend
the practice to collect early as this
increases the pressure on the
dispensary along with
unnecessary footfall.
If you have spoken to a GP and they
have issued an acute prescription for
collection, please allow at least
three hours for this to be received
by dispensary and dispensed.
Again, this will help reduce footfall
ensuring patients only attend once.
Until staff levels return to normal you
will not be able to contact dispensary
direct by phone but will be directed to
our enquiries line (Option 4).
A
message will be taken and a call
returned at a quieter time of day and
when it is safe to enter the
dispensary, adhering to social
distancing.
We would like to say a huge thank
you to all our patients for your
support during this time and all the
volunteers who have done an
amazing job of providing the delivery
service.
Thank you, Dispensary Team,
Bottisham
Medical Practice
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News from Bottisham Medical Practice
Patients’ Participation Group
We hope you are keeping safe and
well in the current situation.
In these changing times these are the
current ways the Practice is working,
as at time of writing.
Appointments:
Continuing
to
operate by phone and video link, only
calling patients in who need to be
seen face to face after they have
been triaged by phone or video.
Dispensary: Dispensary is going to
open as normal with patients
collecting both acute and repeat
prescriptions. The practice will help
those shielding or unable to get out,
to arrange a volunteer to collect on
their behalf if they have not got a
friend or relative who can.
Attending Surgery: All patients who
enter the practice need to be wearing
some form of face covering. Either a
cloth mask or scarf which covers the
mouth and nose.
Delays: The Practice continue to
operate on a reduced number of staff
and ask that all patients be
understanding that there may be
longer wait times for the phones.
On line Appointments: They are
releasing
more
online
phone
consultation
appointments
for
patients to book into if you have

999

access to online services. These are
bookable on the day.
Social Prescriber: She is available
to help all those needing assistance
at home and will work with patients to
help them get the support they
need. If you are struggling at home
during this time please phone the
surgery and an appointment can be
arranged for a phone consultation
with the social prescriber who can
assist you with accessing the
appropriate resources.
Routine ‘Flu Vaccinations: The
surgery will be contacting patients
who have previously been offered
these, but not taken up the offer, to
see if they wish to do so this year in
order to be able to arrange a
sufficient supply.
New website: A new website will be
launched shortly for the practice.
Hopefully patients will find this easier
to navigate than the old site.
Routine
Blood
Tests
and
Addenbrooke’s
Appointments:
No change at present.
Next Patient Group Meeting:
Currently on hold.
Bottisham Patients’
Participation Group

On WALL of FASSAGE HALL
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Our District Councillors’ REPORT
As we attended the
As we come out of lockdown, we need
District Council’s Annual
to remember that there will still be
Meeting by Zoom video
people who need help, perhaps
conference, we realised
because they are shielding or
that we had been your District
vulnerable, or because they are
Councillors for a full year.
hurting from their loss, or because
they have suffered financially. I hope
The year started as we had
we can keep our great community
expected – getting to know people
spirit going to help our neighbours in
locally, getting the Parish Council
the best way for them.
meetings and village magazine
deadlines into our diaries, setting up
The District Council’s Annual meeting
our Councillor ‘surgeries’ and ‘Meet
can still be seen on YouTube at your Councillor’ dates, visiting the
www.eastcambs.gov.uk/meetings/
summer village fairs/fetes/feasts and
council-21052020. Cllr Lis Every was
attending the District Council and
re-elected as Chair of Council, with
Committee meetings. Thank you to all
Cllr Alan Sharp elected as Vice Chair.
of you for helping us to become part of
Cllr Anna Bailey remains as Leader of
your village life.
the Council, with Cllr Josh Schumann
as her deputy. Cllr Lorna Dupre is
We were just starting to feel familiar
Leader of the Lib Dem Group, with
with our role and responsibilities when
Charlotte as her Deputy. John is on
everything changed. The impact of
Planning and on Finance & Assets and
Covid-19 has brought the most rapid
Charlotte is on Finance & Assets and
change many of us will have
the Bus Services Review Working
experienced in our lives. For too many
Party.
it has ended their lives or taken loved
ones from them, and they have our
Annual Council agreed to set up a
sympathy.
Working Party to help East Cambs
recover from COVID-19. Its aim is to
Unfortunately, as politicians, we must
work with business, Parish Councils
acknowledge that the official response
and community groups as well as the
has too often been inadequate, and
County Council etc. to ensure our local
some senior people have not complied
economy recovers and that we
with the regulations which the rest of
enhance the good things which have
us have followed. But what we have
come from this crisis – notably the
seen across our villages, and indeed
community help groups and the
elsewhere, has been truly inspiring.
increase in cycling and walking as
Parish Councils and voluntary groups
opposed to car journeys which have
making sure everyone’s needs are
led to cleaner air. Charlotte proposed
met – from dog walking to shopping.
the motion to set up this working group
Our local pubs and shops supporting
and summarised its purpose as to help
the
community
with
deliveries,
drive an environmentally, socially and
takeaways, pop-up-shops, delivering
economically sustainable recovery for
hot food to people who are
East Cambs. The working group will
housebound. Perhaps the most
be
contacting
Parish
Councils,
imaginative response we heard of was
Community Groups, businesses and
a musician who would sing a
organisations throughout the district,
requested song to people who were
housebound.
LODE 11 STAR

and we would like to hear from
individuals, so please get in touch with
us if you have any ideas which you
think this group should take forward.
We are holding our surgeries and
‘Meet your Councillors’ by Zoom. The
next one is Tuesday 21 July – the
surgery will start at 6.00pm, please
phone John on 01223 812120 or
Charlotte on 07976 607512. ‘Meet
your Councillors’ will start at 7.00pm.
If you want to join in please contact
john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk for
the link .
Charlotte went walking at dusk a few
days ago and saw several bats flying,
which is not unusual this time of year.
She learnt more about these beautiful
creatures
at
https://
www.wildlifebcn.org/blog/meganowen/introduction-uk-bats
John and Charlotte still cannot have
face-to-face meetings or visit people.

PUZZLE
161
The object of the puzzle is
to fill in the remaining
squares with the numbers
from 1 to 9 so that:
Each row contains all the
numbers from 1 to 9.
Each column contains all
the numbers from 1 to 9.
Each 3 x 3 box contains all
the numbers from
1 to 9.
Note that each of the
numbers from 1 to 9 must
appear just once in each
row, once in each column
and once in each 3 x 3
box.
Contributed by
Frank Sillitoe

Solution on page 23

But we are always happy to be
contacted by phone or email.
Contact us about anything – we may
not always have the answer or be able
to help you ourselves, but we will do
our best to find someone who does
know and can help.
Charlotte also has a Facebook Page –
you can visit the page at fb.me/charlottecanelibdem and send
messages
to
her
at
m.me/charlottecanelibdem.

Charlotte Cane, 34 Swaffham Road,
Reach, CB25 0HZ
07976 607 512
m.me/charlottecanelibdem
charlotte.cane@eastcambs.gov.uk
John Trapp, 104 Commercial End,
Swaffham Bulbeck, CB25 0NE
01223 812120
john.trapp@eastcambs.gov.uk
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE

Summer fire safety
Whilst many of the Covid-19
restrictions remain in force we hope,
before too long, with considered
professional advice and consequent
relaxation of rules, that we may be
able to safely and progressively
venture back into the ‘outside world’
CFRS. is urging residents to take
extra care whist outdoors this
summer.
With temperatures rising, fires in
open areas of land can easily start,
spread and become out of control.
Group Commander Paul Clarke,
head of community fire safety at
CFRS, said:
“We want to help ensure that
people safely enjoy the sunny
weather whilst it’s here. High
temperatures and dry areas of
land can be perfect conditions
for a fire to spread. Something
as simple as not properly
stubbing out a cigarette, or
using a disposable barbecue on
grass, can start a fire that can
develop quickly.”
There are some simple steps we
urge residents to take to help prevent
outdoor fires:
 Put disposable barbecues on
bricks, do not place directly on
grass.
 Ensure cigarettes are completely
out
 Do not throw cigarettes out of car
windows onto grass verges or
vegetation
 Do not leave glass bottles lying on
the ground, the sun’s rays refract

through the glass and can start a
fire
 Use barbecues on a hard, flat
surfaces, away from grass, shrubs
and fencing
 Importantly - talk to your
children about the dangers of
starting a fire.
For the latest news, incidents and
safety advice, or to contact us,
please
log
on
to
www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Sign up to
email alerts and find us on Twitter,
Instagram, YouTube and Facebook.

Test your smoke alarm!
Did you know that you should test
your smoke alarms at least once a
month? Or that you should have
smoke alarms on every floor of your
home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire
and Rescue Service carry out free
home visits to make sure that your
home is fire safe?
Visit this website for helpful tips and
advice:
https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk
It takes only one accident to start a
fire. Fire kills. Let’s prevent it.

Sign up to receive the latest
news and safety advice
from your fire service
Want to get all the latest news, safety
advice or vacancies delivered
straight to your inbox? Choose what
you want to hear about, and update
your subscriber preferences at any
time. Sign up to our mailing list at:
bit.ly/CambsFireBulletins.
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Lots of Thank Yous — and a request for help
On my way back from cycling to
Swaffham Bulbeck and coming back
across the rec I could not help but
notice how smart it looked. The area
is mown by an outside contractor but
thanks
must
go
to
Richard
Beardsmore who has been mowing
the grass for many years now,
particularly in the middle which is
used as a cricket crease
I then went through the tiny path
which was a tight squeeze as my
bike has large panniers, but fun
nonetheless and came out into
the old orchard. Thanks go to
Rob Small who has recently cut
the grass, and to all those who
helped prune the fruit trees last
September, under the guidance of
Liz King and Rob. The trees look
really good, and now it is our turn to
do stuff. I am wondering if anyone
who fancied could weed five of the

trees around their base, say to a
0.5m radius round each tree. I could
do five easily, but if you only could do
one that would be great. Go when it
suits you.
Also it is so pretty there now. There
are masses of flowers out, including
poppies, and delicate
grasses and it looks
wonderful. Gone are the
fearsome
brambles
which tripped us up and
took over. The avenue of
trees, is growing well
and Bob Stevens has
been keeping an eye on
this. So, go and visit,
have a peaceful walk
and a sit down under the hazels in
the middle and contemplate the
surroundings.
Fran Platten
June 2020 towards the end of
coronavirus lockdown

In Praise of

the Broad Bean

Whilst enjoying
Rickard’s Ramblings
last month I was a little
surprised by his
revelation that he didn’t actually
like broad beans.
Oh dear. He is missing out on one
of life’s pleasures and I feel I must
try to persuade him to grow some.
I grow broad beans for the same
reasons
Sylvia
Ayres
(and
countless generations before her)
grew them:
 They are delicious and very
good for you
 They are easy to grow and
are rarely troubled by pests
 When planted in November
they provide the first green
shoots, even in bitter
weather, and a promise of
spring

Forget the floury pulp of
the school dinner.
Here is a recipe for a

Broad Bean Snackette:
1. Soften a small onion for five minutes
(adding garlic is optional)
2. Add some bacon cut into squares
3. Boil a handful of broad beans for
about three minutes, drain, then add
them to the onions and bacon and
mix for a minute or two
4. A splash of balsamic vinegar or
grind of pepper can be added and if
you want to go gourmet some
parmesan shavings but they’re
optional.
As with all veg it’s best gathered from
your own plot and cooked straight
away, so please Charlie – find a space
for just a few of this wonderful food
source.
They will repay you
handsomely.
Coral

GET THE CALL

Become an
On-Call Firefighter

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service is
looking to recruit more on-call firefighters to
help serve local communities across the
county. CFRS is looking for men and
women from all backgrounds to become on
-call firefighters and provide emergency
cover from either their home or their
workplace.
On-call firefighters are a vital part of our
Service and community. They respond to a
wide range of incidents, from fighting fires,
attending road traffic collisions, animal
rescues to supporting other emergency
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services. In addition to responding to
emergency incidents, our on-call
firefighters support their communities by
providing information and advice on a
range of community safety topics.
They receive an annual wage to reflect
the time they commit to being available
plus additional payments for attending
incidents and drill nights (one evening a
week for two hours).
It’s a hugely rewarding role, and we
hope to encourage members of the
community from all backgrounds to
contact us to find out more about
becoming an on-call firefighter.
For more information please visit
www.cambsfire.gov.uk/oncall.
Michael White
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Swift Situation

I put it in a box for a while so it could
recoup, calm down and be ready to
take flight again. I took it to the
Fassage, stood in the middle of the
playing field with my arm stretched
high with it sitting on my open palm
from where it eventually orientated
itself and took off.
Very satisfying to see, but
extraordinarily more so, seeing it
return to the nest box again 30
minutes later. I know it was the
same bird as it had some feathers
damaged and marked which were
clearly visible to identify it.
I took it to the Fassage to give it
plenty of room to swoop off of my
hand, not fall too far if it's not ready
to fly and give myself a good chance
of seeing where it is if it’s grounded
again. If you ever find yourself in a
similar situation, please DO NOT
ever release a bird from a great
height or throw it. If it's not ready to
fly you could hurt it even more.
Swifts are such special birds for me,
I cannot help but smile when I hear
a screaming party whizz past and
then to look up and see them
dancing in a blue summer sky is a
joy, I hope you might enjoy them
too.
Christina Day 07930 444 766

Ok, I think I should
rephrase the title of this
article, it should really be called
Swift Saga....!
When I last wrote on 15th May, I
had one bird coming in to a nest
box here in Northfields, since then
I've had three Swifts in three
different boxes, 13 days for them
to eventually make a pair after
three fights between these birds.
Oh, and a rescue/release after a
bird fell to the ground when
escaping a fight, and no eggs/
chicks to date......
There may be hope yet though as I
witnessed them mating on the 10th
June, so I hope there'll be eggs
from 17th, but as its only the 14th
as I write this, I'll have to update
you in September's issue.
The Swifts fight for territory, just
like you would see a Robin or
Blackbird do in your garden, but
because they only ever land in
their nesting place their fights
happen in a confined space and so
it's much harder to get away from
each other especially when they
lock their claws in a vice like grip.
It’s awful to see on the camera,
one downside of being privy to
Postscript received on 16 June:
their nest boxes.
I've just seen an egg under one of
The bird I had to rescue fell from
the Swifts in the nest box. They
the nest entrance onto my drive
should be laying another egg every
because it was being dangled by
other day, up to four eggs but
its wing by the other Swift, and
usually two or three.
therefore didn't get a clean
Fabulous news and a huge relief
getaway. It fell and once grounded
after all the drama they've given me
cannot take off again, I rushed
so far this year!
Christina
outside to see where it dropped
and managed to grab it before it
tried to scrabble under my
campervan.
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The rocking horse in the playground
Charlie Rickard has been keeping an eye on the
horse for the last few years and it needed
a bit of maintenance.
Wicksteed was
contacted for
various nuts and
bolts. Their
comment was how
wonderful that it was
still in action after at
least 27 years
probably more, but it
has been around since
we came to
Lode.
Anyway, Charlie has
replaced bits of wood inside and
painted it again, so
hopefully it will last another 27 years.
Many thanks go to him from all of us whose children and grandchildren have
played on this wonderful piece of equipment.
Fran Platten

LODE VILLAGE SHOP with POST OFFICE
24 High St. CB25 9EW Tel: 01223 811927 Email: corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk
also in Facebook as ‘Lode Post Office and Shop’

We hope you, your family and friends are
continuing to keep well and positive during
these strange times. Our intentions is to
support the community and to keep
working our normal hours as long as
possible. We continue to have rules in
place for social distancing but we
recommend washing your hands after
visiting.
NORMAL OPENING HOURS:
Monday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Tuesday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Wednesday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Thursday – 09:00-13:00
Friday – 09:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:30
Saturday – 09:00-12:00

Bank Holiday:
We are closed for the Summer Bank
Holiday: Monday 31 August.

Our Services: Post Office,
independent village store, dry
cleaning services and
medication pick up
point from Bottisham
Medical Practice.
Postage: Large/Heavy items are
likely to go with Parcelforce please
aim for Monday to Thursday
morning if needed the next working
day. Last Royal Mail collection for
the week is Saturday 11:15am
2020 Charity:
This year we are collecting money
for the National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children,
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BOTTISHAM
& DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

BOTTISHAM
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION

Gardening Club and Bottisham Community Library Combined
Written in mid June we are still in a
state of Limbo, nothing has happened
and so little to report.
The only stroke of luck in this
lockdown period was that we avoided
the fierce rainstorm on the afternoon
of 6th June when we would all have
had fund raising stalls at the
Bottisham Summer Fete.
The news from the Library service in
general is that all library service
charges have been suspended and
the due dates of items will be
extended until at least the end of the
Government lockdown for shielded
individuals.
If you do not have a library card at
present you can join to listen to books
and use the on line resources at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
residents/libraries-leisure-culture/
libraries.
Our library, which is on school
premises, will not be opened until at
least September and usage may still
even then be restricted. I hope many
of you borrowed your full complement
of books and jigsaws before lock down
commenced and we shall be pleased
to see you when we can re-open.
There is a separate advert about the
summer reading scheme elsewhere.
The Gardening Club can not even
think of meeting again until the Poppy
Room at the Bottisham Community
Sports and Social Club is open.
I think that all these groups, and also
Meeting Point which is sorely missed,
will have problems in future with social
distancing but we will do our best to
overcome them.
LODE 18

Personally I have enjoyed my
hibernation (in part). The house has
had a spring clean, the garden a good
tidy up and my husband has painted
the shed and front door and
completely cleaned and rearranged
the garage. Not thrown out as much as
I would have liked though. I have got
through a number of books that I had
saved for a rainy day, completed
jigsaws and knitted squares for
blankets. No different to any of you I
expect. Missed family, holidays to the
Lake District and a river cruise in
Germany. Found lots of new walks
around the villages and enjoyed
watching spring develop.
I have been keeping a diary too so
watch out for the next Booker short
list.
Sylvia Overton

sillysquad.org.uk

STAR

Public Transport Matters
As you know, we can
now use buses and
trains
if
we
are
wearing
a
face
covering and keep our social
distance but we are encouraged not
to and to cycle where we can. This is
not as easy in the villages as it may
be in towns.
There is a mention of a 80% capacity
being possible but another comment
said that double-decker buses could
be reduced to 15 seats.
Bus punctuality has been greatly
improved over the last three months
due to the lack of cars on the road
and consequent travel congestion
improvement.
Stagecoach will be asking for exact
fares to be paid. The 11 and 12 will
be running at their usual times. They
have been mainly empty so it will be
interesting to see whether they have
more passengers. The Busways will
be running.
Check if you are catching a bus from
Emmanuel Street as some of the
stops
have
been
changed
round. Park and Ride services will
be open – Madingley Road,
Newmarket Road, Babraham Road
and Trumpington P&R.
The X5 service has been reinstated
between
Bedford
and
Oxford.
National Express will
resume
services
on
the
1st July. They are selling tickets.
They are contracting to offer school
transport in North America and
looking to other countries as well.
Shearings
Coach
Co.
is
in
liquidation.
Fortunately I hadn’t
signed up to and paid for a holiday to
Cornwall in October.

Rail ticket prices went up in January
and people bought season tickets
which, due to lockdown, they may
not have been able to use and
refunds are being delayed.
There are suggestions that rail fares
should be linked to the Consumer
Price Index not the Retail Price Index
and so could be lower.
The arguments over the route of the
proposed two new busways continue
but are now said to have been
finalised. They will provide off-road
routes for two as yet unconfirmed
‘electric vehicles’ and join the usual
road routes at each end. It will look
and function more like a normal
road. There will be two additional
park and ride sites – one east of
Babraham and the other north of
St. Neot’s Road and Hardwick.
Waterbeach and a connection to
Newmarket Road is another project
under consideration by the Greater
Cambridgeshire
partnership.
Stapleford and Gt. Shelford are
against a proposed route for a
busway through green belt land.
Rail info: 03457 48 49 50
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33
these are helpful at this time of things
changing due to the pandemic.
Happy travelling – take care!
Keep safe and well!
Paddy James
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News from
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School
In the first week of June our
school site was reopened to
children and staff for the first time
since 20 March, after a gap of
nearly 11 weeks.
Our wonderful team of support
staff worked hard to clean and
prepare the school environment
to fit with the current social
distancing requirements, and the
school put together detailed risk
assessments to ensure that
children and staff would be able
to work safely.
We have been delighted to be
able to welcome back children of
keyworkers, as well as nursery,
Reception and Year 1 children. In
total about a quarter of our
children have been able to return
to school and have settled in well
to
the
new
arrangements.
Mr Buddle is in school everyday
to work with the on-site staff team
while Mr Lee works off-site with a
small team to plan and prepare
the home-school learning and
resources for all of our children,
including those coming into
school and those continuing to be
based at home.
Our groundworks have been able
to resume, with repairs being
carried out to the playground
equipment. The soft playground
surface will shortly be replaced
with new bark chips and some
new fencing will be added.
Sadly Mr Buddle will be stepping
down as Headteacher of our
school to take up an opportunity
closer to home which will enable
him to spend more time with his

young family. He has been a superb
Headteacher and has worked tirelessly
for the benefit of the school and the
children throughout his time with us. He
will be missed by us all.
Our new Headteacher will be Mrs Helen
Bartley, who is currently Headteacher at
Swaffham Prior and will work across both
schools from September. She has
already started to meet with our staff
team, and we are looking forward to
welcoming her into our village and school
community.
Amy Weatherup
Chair of Governors &
National Leader of Governance
Chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
www.swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk

To advertise in the
print version of

please contact
Susan Swannell on
C.811584
email:

lodestar.lode@ btinternet.com

Rates:
Quarter A5: £40.00 pa
Larger sizes pro rata
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Village Freecycle
Everything is free and nothing is
expected in return.
The freecycle.org website advises
practicing
extreme
care
when
participating in Freecycle. “Post only
essentials, avoid contact by leaving
items out, and disinfect items when
leaving or picking up”.
If you have any offers or wants, please
contact me by the 14th of September by
phone (01223 813362/07980 423210),
e-mail (junthompson44@gmail.com)
or drop a note through the letter box (23
Longmeadow).
Please let me know if you would like
anything repeating in subsequent
issues.

Offers
 An UNFINISHED Danish crossstitch embroidery of a blackbird
and a fieldfare eating an apple in
the snow. Kit is complete and
measures 35x45cm.
Ann, 01223 811620
 Kneeling chair
Susan 01223 811584
 Light beige
bedroom carpet,
good condition, was
fitted but could be cut
to 2.86m x 2.94m;
Susan 01223 811584
 Fibreboards with cork veneered
surface used as wall pin boards,
suitable for office/workroom/child’s
bedroom, two of each size: 60cm x
100cm, 60cm x 130cm, 60cm x
216cm (can be cut to size)
Susan 01223 811584
(Viewing welcomed)

Wanted

Cricket bats, gloves, pads, balls
etc. suitable for U13 and U15 age
groups. We wish to take to Sri Lanka
for a local cricket club .

Lode and Longmeadow
Neighbourhood Watch
Reporting a crime in progress:

999

(if using a mobile dial 112)
Reporting a crime after the event:

Dial 101

We strongly recommend you report
crimes for two reasons:
1. You need a crime report number
if you wish to claim on your
insurance
2. Reporting a crime automatically
places that crime on the
statistics
NHW encourages villagers with
broadband access to join Ecops at

https://www.cambspolice.co.uk/
myneighbourhood/ecops/

NHW Co-ordinators
LONGMEADOW
Lis Miles ------------------- 811233
LODE ROAD & NORTHFIELDS
Pip Lane ------------------- 811944
HIGH STREET, THE FASSAGE &
ABBEY LANE
MILL ROAD
Mike Parrish -------------- 811356
FAIRHAVEN CLOSE, WILLOW
GROVE & STATION ROAD
Ellis Weinberger --------- 812932
LODE FEN
Denis Moules ------------ 811918

Mary-Louisa 01223 813922
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National Trust

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/

Wicken Fen
The car park reopened at Wicken
Fen on 21 May for pre-booked
spaces and this week we have
reopened our café, with a limited
offer including hot and cold drinks,
ice creams, scones and light snacks.
It has been a real pleasure to
welcome visitors back to the wider
reserve, and to see people enjoying
open space, nature and fresh air.
All National Trust places that are
open have a pre-booking system in
place, so do check what’s open and
how to book before visiting. We’re
closely
following
government
guidance, monitoring visitor numbers
and social distancing, and increasing
ticket availability when it’s safe to do
so.
For the time being the Visitor Centre
and Sedge Fen are closed at Wicken
Fen, but for the most up-to-date

information go to our website https://
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wickenfen-nature-reserve
Wildflowers are providing vivid
colours throughout the reserve,
whether it’s the pinks and purples of
marsh orchids, yellow loosestrife, or
lilac-blue spheres of devil’s-bit
scabious.
One of our rangers
recently took the picture below of this
stunning sea of ox-eye daisies. We
try to keep grass cutting to a
minimum, but lockdown has meant
that there has been even less cutting
than normal, and even more room for
wildflowers to flourish.
The rangers have also had some
unexpected visitors in the tractor
shed and workshop. The first was a
wren’s nest amongst the strops in the
tractor shed.

We hope you will be able to enjoy a
safe, socially distanced walk on the
reserve soon. Don’t forget that the
routes around Baker’s, Adventurers’
and Burwell Fens are always open
for everyone to enjoy and can be
accessed from several points in the
surrounding villages.
Julia Hammond
Photos by Luke Underwood and
Ajay Tegala.
A mole in the hand ....

Connected
The warmth of an embrace
I miss my fellow humans
The sensation of touch
Screens are no replacement
Communicates much more
I yearn for the day when
Than words could ever do
We can hug, laugh, sing, cry, share
That stillness of the moment
Together
Oxytocin released
Sarah x
Flooding the body
Sarah Freed
With love, calm, safety and connection

News from The Anglesey Group of Parishes

Thinking Allowed

The rangers were able to avoid using
the strops and surrounding area and
the young fledged successfully.
Then last week a mole was
discovered in the workshop, looking
a bit lost, so one of the rangers
carefully carried it outside onto the
reserve .
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The first exciting thing to share is afternoons 2-5pm. The only church
that with changes in Government not open at present is Swaffham
guidelines most of our church Bulbeck because we are anticipating
buildings are now open again for major work to install the longprivate prayer. You would be very awaited toilet in the next few weeks
welcome to drop in on your walks (bats permitting!)
around the village. Sit and enjoy the Although the church buildings have
peace of the building, bring those been closed for worship over the
you love to God in prayer, share past 12 weeks the church family has
your hopes and concerns with the still been gathering for worship onGod who is closer to us than the air line. Church members, along with
we breathe.
other wonderful volunteers, have
Lode, Bottisham and Swaffham continued to offer practical help and
Prior are open each day, Quy is support in the villages.
open on Wednesday and Sunday
continued on next page
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The church has sought new ways to
support those who are grieving and
has adapted the way funerals have
taken place to make them the very
best they can be for families.
We have continued to work with the
couples who should have been
celebrating their marriages in our
churches.
As part of our reflection on what we
have learnt over the past weeks and
what we have missed, I asked
everyone on the electoral roll some
questions about worship and the
church. The questions were linked
to Pentecost the festival of the
coming of the Holy Spirit which we
keep as the birthday of the Christian
church. The following are some of
our reflections.
Whilst most people who could
access the Zoom services were
grateful for the technology which
gave us the opportunity to see and
talk to each other and enabled us to
worship together, there were some
constant themes which surfaced.
Many people said they found it more
difficult to worship in this way.
Christians
can
worship
God
anywhere and at any time. There is
no need for a special building, we
can pray and worship at home, in
the garden or the countryside, on
the bus or at work. However, many
people find that sacred spaces
whether a building or a holy outdoor
space, help them to connect with
our transcendent God and help us to
sense the numinous.
Those spaces, often very beautiful
and hallowed by many generations,
give a sense of continuity and have
helped people to feel the otherness
of God who is close yet is not like
us. Churches were built, often by
LODE 24

past generations, to glorify God and
that communicates itself to those
who come to spend time in them
today. It is that feeling which draws
many visitors to cathedrals and
other sacred sites across the world.
When we worship at home we are
often surrounded by the ordinary,
by the things that have piled up
around us that need to be done,
homes are full of everyday “stuff”.
Home may also be a place of varied
emotions and it could be full of
sounds with the television or music
playing in the next room.
So, what have we learnt? Well,
perhaps we have learnt to value
once again the buildings that are
part of our heritage. To appreciate
their beauty and tranquillity and to
value the illusive sense of holiness
they often convey. We have also
learnt that it is important to be able
to connect in a similar way at home
or wherever we find ourselves.
Lockdown has taught us an
important lesson about working
towards that same sense of
connection
and
sacredness
amongst the ordinary places of our
lives. That requires practice,
sometimes it needs concentrated
effort to ignore the things that are
clamouring for our attention or the
noises beyond. Lockdown has
helped us to understand that whilst
for
many
of
the
regular
congregation our buildings are a
great help, their otherness and
dislocation from ordinary everyday
life can be a barrier to those who
are unused to them.
People searching for a way to
connect with God and those
STAR

wanting to explore their own
spiritual nature often find the
strangeness of church off-putting
whereas on-line they have been
able to access worship from the
security of what they know and feel
comfortable with. Even to participate
whilst not being seen.
Lockdown has enabled us to
recognise God’s grace at work even
through difficult times. We have
learnt some new skills, re-evaluated
some ancient truths and faced some
current challenges and in all these
things God has revealed more of
himself and his involvement in our
lives.
The second great insight from our
new ways of worshipping is that not
only is place important, but people
are too. Yes, we have been able to
see each other, we have been able
to chat over coffee but we have not
been able to gather in person or see
each other face to face. There is
something very significant about
being together in the flesh. We
should not be surprised at this since
God made us to be embodied and
at the heart of the Christian faith is
the Incarnation, God taking flesh in
Jesus and being with us physically.
It’s difficult to explain why seeing
each other is not sufficient but many
church-goers remarked on how they
had missed being with other people,
sharing the physicality of holy
communion, singing together, the
immediacy of how our bodies are
involved in communication and the
importance of touch.
Communicating on Zoom is tiring
and not completely satisfactory. We
cannot easily gauge moods or read
emotions
expressed
through

another’s body language and
instead we have to gaze at their
faces for clues. Going forward this
too should inform our worship and
our outreach. Whilst it is very good
to help people to feel welcome at
worship from the comfort and
security of their own home there is
no substitute for the immediacy of
being part of a loving and caring
community which is focusing its
collective mind and heart upon the
physical expression of worship.
In the Christian tradition that
physical expression is found in the
lifting of hands in praise or in
kneeling to pray or receive the
sacrament. It might also be found in
the action of making the sign of the
cross. All these things remind us
that we are an embodied community
and our faith is expressed physically
in worship and practically in service
of others.
There were many other things which
came out of the congregational
responses and it has been good to
stop and reflect together. Going
forward our worship may not be as it
was for some while. In fact, it may
never get back to precisely what we
were used to. However, we thank
God for all that he has shown us
and challenged us with during this
time. We are looking forward to
building, with his grace and help,
worship which will sustain his people
so that we may serve Him in the
world. We thank God for showing us
new ways of reaching out to include
others as we worship Him.
May God bless you. Sue
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH LODE with LONGMEADOW
Vicar:
Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726 suethevic@btinternet.com
Churchwarden:
Julie Sale, C.811222 juliesale0@gmail.com
http://angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/

Anglesey Group
Whilst unable to meet and join in
fellowship members have continued
to keep in touch with each other via
telephone
and
electronically.
Monthly
newsletters
from
Ely
diocese, and Mary Sumner House
keep us updated as to what is
happening within the diocese and
globally.
Mothers’
Union’s
response
to
Covid-19 continues worldwide and
here we wish to share with you some
of the news in the June e-Newsletter
from Mary Sumner House.
The national situation changes week
by week and day by day. Within
Britain and Ireland, members are not
only
producing
much
needed
equipment for front line workers and
carers, they are crafting soothing
items for those who cannot be with
their loved ones. You can read about
our membership in action across all
of the island of Ireland
https://
www.mothersunion.org/news/
mothers-union-members-providesupport-across-ireland
Meanwhile, the fight against the
disease is taking on different
dimensions across the world. The
challenges facing members in
international contexts are as diverse
as they are difficult. You can read
more about how Mother’s Union in
Tanzania (pictured) are facing unique
challenges.
https://www.mothersunion.org/
news/mothers-union-faces-uniquechallenges-tanzania

The ANGLESEY GROUP OF PARISHES comprises:

Holy Trinity Bottisham , St Mary’s Quy, St James’ Lode, St Mary’s Swaffham Bulbeck
and St Mary’s Swaffham Prior

We continue to produce resources to
support people for as long as we find
ourselves in this difficult period. New
resource additions include indoor
members’ reflections and a resource
for looking after your mental health
during Covid-19 written by mental
health counsellor Raymond Farrell.
It is our aim to combat feelings of
loneliness that may arise and help
everyone stay upbeat during these
challenging times.
Feel free to download and use our
wealth of resources at https://
www.mothersunion.org/resourcessupport-us-challenging-times.

For funerals please contact the vicar directly. For weddings please contact:
admin@angleseygroupparishes.co.uk

WELCOME BACK
The PCC of St James' Church
is very pleased to announce
that the church is now open
from 9am to 6pm for private
prayer.
Visitors are asked to follow the
hygiene and distancing advice
and to sign the visitors' book to
enable contact tracing if
necessary.

SUDOKU No.161 SOLUTION

I have knitted some of the prayer
squares (pattern in the resources)
and given them to those whom are
vulnerable to reassure they are in our
thoughts and prayers during these
uncertain and anxious times. They
are an ideal size to pop in an
envelope and send in the post.
Stay safe, and well, Ann Langran
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If you would like
further details of
how to access and
participate in any of
the activities in the Anglesey
Group of parishes during these
difficult times, please contact
Mike Procter LLM
Tel 01223 813963 or
Liz Butler LLM
Tel 01223 811726
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OUTSIDE INFORMATION
BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE : ............................................. 810030
Monday to Friday 8.30-18.00 Saturday CLOSED
When Surgery is closed for medical help please ring ................ 111
BROUGHTON HALL .............. In an emergency: 999 or Swannell 811584
CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999
Non-Emergency www.cambs.police.uk ............. ........................ 101
Crimestoppers ................................................. 0800 555 111
LODE PARISH COUNCIL Chairman: Robert Stevens............... 811643
Clerk: Jonathan Giles lodeparishclerk@gmail.com .07789 012 761
ST. JAMES' CHURCH, LODE Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222
LODE CHAPEL Alan Brand alanbrand77@icloud.com ........ 812558
ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ........ 211235
LODE SHOP & POST OFFICE ....................................................... 811927
FASSAGE HALL Bookings - Julie Sale juliesale0@gmail.com 811222
THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425
1st Bottisham RAINBOW S/Bottisham BROW NIES ............ 811055
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000
................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200
County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729
EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555
District Councillors: Charlotte Cane .. 07976 607512. John Trapp 812120
SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0800 131 3348
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire ...... bottishamhuthire@outlook.com
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE ................................................. 811250
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE Adult Learning ....................... 811372
BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235
SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595
BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ........................................... 812354
NATIONWIDE RAIL TIMES ..............................................08457 48 49 50
TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................0871 200 22 33
STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578

Cambridge code (01223)
unless otherwise indicated
Village—Thursdays

Box—Refuse & Blue lid
No box—Refuse & Green lid

July
2

9

16

23

30

August
13

6

20

27

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
All library
charges
have been
Second
Wednesday
suspended and all
item
due
Longmeadow
2.10
- 2.35
pm
dates have been extended
Northfields
2.40 - 3.15and
pm
overdue
fines suspended
Lode
Post Office
3.20 - 3.50 pm
Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Environment Agency incident
River hotline .. 0800 80 70 60
helpline
116 123 (free)

0800 77 66 00
talktofrank.com
Friendly, confidential
drugs advice

Gas .............................0800 111999
Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145
Electricity ..........0800 783 8838

in confidence
jo@samaritans.org

ROUTE
11 BUS SERVICE
no service on sundays and bank holidays

REVISED
YET AGAIN
+ = Serves Lode Church

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE

Monday to Saturday

14 JUNE 2020

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads
e&oe

Monday to Saturday

0646, 0706(Sat:0716), 0749(Sat:0746), 0933,1029+,
0650, 0750, 0850+, 0950, 1050+, 1150,
1133, 1229+, 1333, 1429+, 1533,1633, 1733, 1833 1250+, 1350,1450+, 1550,1715+,1815, 1915
Longmeadow bus shelter: Up to 4 mins earlier than these times

From LODE x-roads to NMKT & BStE

Monday to Saturday

0717, 0817, 0917+, 1017,1117+, 1217, 1317+,
1417, 1517+, 1617, 1742+, 1842, 1942
Longmeadow bus shelter: Up to 4 mins later than these times

From BStE (via NMKT) to LODE x-roads

Monday to Saturday

Starts B’wll 0619&0639, Starts Nmkt 0656&0840,

0905(0940)+, 1005(1040), 1105(1140)+,
1205(1240), 1305(1340)+, 1405(1440),
1505(1540),1605(1640), 1705(1740)

LODE 28 STAR

