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WHAT’S WHERE
IN LODE STAR

WHAT’S ON WHEN
LC Lode Chapel; LSC Lode Social Club; FH Fassage Hall;
BSC B’shm Sports & Social Club; BVC Bottisham Village College

4. Lode Parish Council
5. Timebanking?
6. ACF Battlefield Tour
Door-to-door poppies
7. Congratulations x2
Action for PF Quiz
Lode Village Coffee
8. Bottisham Primary School
Electronic Organ Concert
9. Lode WI
10. Christmas Market at St James’
11. Bottisham Patients’ Group
12. Update from Lucy Frazer MP
13. Public Transport Matters
15 BVC Adult Learning
Bottisham Gardening Club
16. Fassage Green Consultation
17. NT/Lode Liaison meeting
19. Community Space Project
Recommended Postal Dates
20. A Christmas Quiz
Fruit Pressing Day
21. RENEW
22. Anglesey Abbey & Wicken
24. Bottisham Library Association
Sudoku Solution
25. Village Freecycle;
Letters to Santa
Neighbourhood Watch
26. Thinking Allowed
27. St James’ Church
28. Outside Information

December
1
2
5
7
8

10
12
13
14
18
19
20

Print Centre Christmas Fayre
Last date for sending a letter to Santa (p25)
Lode WI 7.30pm LC
Last day for posting letters to Santa (p27)
Christmas Market at St James’ (p10)
Bottisham Library Special Event (p26)
Electronic Organ Concert (p8)
Lode Parish Council 7.30pm FH
Walk for Health 10am Surgery (p)
Mothers Union mtg 2.30pm LC (p27)
Gardening Club mtg 7.30pm BSC (p15)
Last day for posting 2nd Class post (p19)
Last Village Coffee Morning of the year (p7)
Last date for posting 1st Class post (p19)
Bottisham Library closes for Christmas (p26)

January
2
3
9
14

First Village Coffee Morning of the year (p7)
Bottisham Library reopens (p26)
Lode WI 7.30pm LC
Lode Parish Council 7.30pm FH

WEEKLY EVENTS
Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am
https://www.walkingforhealth.org.uk/
content/lode-bottisham

Wednesday Coffee Morning, 10.30am, LC
Little Lode Monkeys, from 9.30am, Thursdays in
term time, LC F:@LittleLodeMonkeys
Red2Green Café at BVC Tues & Thurs 11am-2pm

This month see TWO
PUZZLES on the
Advert pages
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You will see on page 7 that the quiz
raised a fantastic amount for the PF
charity. I know that Carole worked
tremendously hard to organise the
event, and I understand she set most
of the questions as well, so it’s great
that it was such a success and made
for a very entertaining evening. As
more than one person commented, Liz
would have thoroughly enjoyed it - she
liked a good quiz.
Dr Malory Makower, in the very first
issue back in January 1977 set out the
purpose of Lode Star (see below) and
we have abided by his vision every
since, helped in no small part by the
merry band of people who deliver the
magazine through your letterbox each
month, and Ian who organises the
distribution. Thank you everyone. Oh,
I mustn’t forget Jeff who pays the bills
and checks we don’t go into the red
(and who is always willing to accept
donations towards the printing of the
magazine.)
Thanks too to all those who contribute
news and views regularly or just
occasionally; without you there would

be no magazine. I do hope you will
continue in 2019 and maybe persuade
others to consider writing something.
New (or resurrected) topics are
needed if we are to keep Lode Star
‘fresh’ and fit for purpose.
Regarding the distribution, we post
copies to ex-Lode Monkeys and
Crickets who have moved away from
the village and others, and appreciate
it when a donation is received to cover
printing and postage. Please let Ian
know of anyone who would like a hard
copy sent to them.
Of course, those with the wherewithal
can read the magazine (in colour) by
going to the Lode and Longmeadow
website at www.lode.org.uk and
clicking on the link at the top of the
home page.
Thank you everyone for your help and
support during this difficult year and
may we all enjoy the Christmas
festivities with family and friends whilst
remembering with love and affection
those who are no longer with us.
Susan
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Lode Parish Council News
County and District Council Issues
The County Council has stated that the
short roadway between Rosemont and
Wild Rose Cottage, called Church Walk,
is not their responsibility since it is not an
adopted road. However, the County
Council
admits
they
would
be
responsible for repairs to ruts on the
public footpath that runs over it from
Lode Road. Adjacent residents may like
to approach the National Trust about any
concerns they have.
The County Council also refutes
responsibility for Swan Corner (the green
space with trees at the end of Station
Road) despite it being a wide unfenced
roadside verge. We have decided to
obtain quotations to clear the fallen tree
there. However, we must point out that
the Parish Council does not own it or any
LODE PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN
Robert Stevens ........ C.811643
51 Northfields
Teresa Crickmar .....07812 243 732
9 Swaffham Road
Ian Faulkner............. C.811963
28 Fairhaven Close
Tom Fitzgerald......... C.812073
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CLERK
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of the trees on it. We are not responsible
for any damage the trees may cause in
future to persons, vehicles or nearby
properties.
We are still waiting for the County
Council to erect two posts on Quy Road
and supply the moveable vehicle speed
indicator sign to put on them.
A few months ago, ECDC advised us
that some dog bins in the District
overflow due to heavy use and they
proposed to replace these with bigger
ones. Because we own the existing one
by Lode Mill, which regularly overflows,
we have requested that another bin is
put by the existing one.
Parish Council Issues
We considered a Planning Application
for the demolition of 39 Longmeadow
and its replacement with two pairs of
semi-detached houses. This is probably
the most historic dwelling in the road (it
was once two) and we were very
concerned about its possible loss.
However, some felt that four new homes
would benefit the parish. Its possible
rear extension and conversion back into
two properties has not been proposed.
The decision on this may be taken by
the ECDC Planning Committee at a
public meeting, rather than just by their
Officers.
The consultation day on Fassage
Green
on
27
October
was
encouragingly attended by over fifty
residents. Most popular suggestions for
it in the surveys they completed were:
accessible pathways, picnic and seating
spaces, a wildflower meadow, sensory
planting and landscaping, an expanded
orchard, a wild play area, and a swift
nesting tower. Then came: clean energy
generation,
bluebells,
a
shelter,
equipment storage and a log circle.
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Finally: extra parking, a wildlife pond and a
keep-fit trail. It is hoped that the purchase of
this land by the Lode with Longmeadow
Village Trust and Parish Council will be
completed early next year.
We discussed two items about which ECDC
had informed us. Teresa Crickmar had
attended a one-day conference in London
called Low Carbon Britain. It was thought
that electric car charging points in Anglesey
Abbey car park could be useful to residents
not having off-road parking. Teresa also
wished to see if Timebanking would also be
of benefit to residents. Here, residents share
their time and skills to help one-another. If
you are interested in either of these, please
contact Teresa.
John Salisbury Charity
Following the explanation last month of the
John Salisbury Charity, we are looking for
volunteers from Lode to come forward to
serve as Trustees.
Please contact us if you wish to do this. We
are also writing to Bottisham Parish Council
to request them to nominate two Trustees.
We understand that the funds raised from the
leases of the trust-held land beyond the
station in Lode are spent by Bottisham and
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary Schools on books
for their libraries. Books, or other learning
material experiences, could also be provided
to primary age children living in Bottisham
and Lode who do not attend these particular
schools. This is because all funds must be
spent on things not normally provided by the
Local Authority. It may also be possible for
donations through Gift Aid and fund-raising to
be made to the Charity to increase its help to
children.
Our next meeting is on 10 December in the
Fassage Hall at 7.30pm. Residents are very
welcome to attend.
Robert Stevens

Is it Time for
Timebanking?
Timebanking is a way
for people to donate their skills
and time and receive others’
skills and time in return. Each
hour is equal and the currency
earned is called a ‘time credit’.
You can earn and spend time
credits in a variety of ways, for
example babysitting, gardening, walking a pet, decorating,
reading, companionship and
cooking.
Timebanking is a mutual
exchange
and
brings
communities together. I would
like to develop a Timebanking
project in the parish to benefit
the community, but only if the
project is wanted.
To support a Timebanking
project in the parish please can
you text me a quick message
including your name, postcode
and any comment you’d like to
make. I can then present the
results to the Parish Council at
the next meeting.
My number is 07812 243732;
alternatively email me at
teresa@2spaces.co.uk.
Thank you!
To find out more and watch an
excellent TED talk by Sarah
Bird
visit:
http://
www.timebanking.org
Teresa Crickmar

A kiss is a lovely trick designed by nature to
stop speech when words become superfluous.
Ingrid Bergman
LODE 5 STAR

Congratulations
CAMBRIDGESHIRE ACF BATTLEFIELD TOUR
National Service of Thanksgiving at Westminster Abbey
As part of Cambridgeshire Army Cadet
Force World War 1 programme and the
Ministry of Defence project ‘Operation
Reflect’, a party of Cambridgeshire
Army Cadets took part in a Battle Field
Tour (BFT) from 21 to 24 October.
Lt Col Trevor Cox and Captain Liz
Hyslop from Cambridgeshire ACF
organised the Battlefield Tour for 50
Adult Instructors and Cadets to visit
France and Belgium as part of their
project to research the Cambridgeshire
Regt – Last 6 months of WW1 project
and were invited to attend The National
Service
of
Thanksgiving
at
Westminster Abbey on 11 November
2018, commemorating the 100th
anniversary of the Armistice. Members
of the Royal family, and religious and
political leaders were joined by
members of the public who have
contributed to the Centenary on a
national, regional and local level.
Recognising the huge contribution, the
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) and its
First World War projects have made to
the Centenary, the Department for
Digital, Media and Sport invited HLF to
nominate people to attend the Service.
As a result over 300 people who have
been involved with HLF funded First
World War projects across the UK
attended the Service on Sunday
11 November.
Our Centenary project was made
possible by a grant of £10,000 from the

Heritage
Lottery
Fund,
which
distributes the heritage share of
National Lottery funding, supporting a
wide variety of projects across the UK.
HLF has invested £97 million in 2,200
First World War Centenary projects.
For more information on the Battlefield
Tour and Cambridgeshire Army Cadet
Force or how you can get involved
visit our website:
www.armycadets.com/county/
cambridgeshire-acf.
About the Heritage Lottery Fund
Thanks to National Lottery players, we
invest money to help people across the UK
explore, enjoy and protect the heritage
they care about - from the archaeology
under our feet to the historic parks and
buildings we love, from precious memories
and
collections
to
rare
wildlife.
www.hlf.org.uk. Follow us on Twitter
@HLFEoE, Facebook and Instagram and
use #NationalLottery and #HLFsupported.

Will,
Sally
and
Eleanor would like to
apologies on behalf
of The Royal British
Legion for no door-to
-door collections of the
poppies this year.
This
was due to the high
demand because of the centenary
year beyond our control. We hope
to be back next year.

When you reach the end of your rope,
tie a knot in it and hang on.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Many congratulations to Pat and Sheila Golding
who will be
celebrating their
60th Wedding
Anniversary on the
27th December.
Love and best wishes from
all of your family and friends.

Doreen Webb
Belated birthday wishes for your
80th birthday on the 21st November.
We hope you have enjoyed your year
of celebrations!
With love from all your family x

Patrick & Sheila Golding
1958

Quiz in Memory of Liz Mitchell
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came to the quiz in memory
of Liz Mitchell at Bottisham Community Sports and Social Club on
Saturday 17 November.
The event was a tremendous success, with just over a hundred people attending
and more than £1,600 raised for Action for Pulmonary Fibrosis. I’d like to think it
was a fitting tribute to Liz, who always loved a good quiz and did so much for the
community.
I am extremely grateful to all of Liz’s and my friends who helped in so many
ways, especially those who obtained items for the raffle and auction, made
generous donations to the charity themselves, and prepared and served the
refreshments. Thanks to you all.
Carole Faulkner

Lode Village Coffee Morning
wishes you all a very Happy Christmas
and a Healthy New Year
Our last Coffee Morning of 2018 will be on
Wednesday 19 December
Please join us for Christmas cheer and nibbles
Wendy, Jean and Julie hope to welcome you all again in the New Year on
Wednesday 2 January 2019
Please remember if you would like a lift to any of the Coffee Mornings
please contact Julie Sale on 811222 or Wendy on 811356.
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LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
We're delighted to welcome Mrs Lisa
Perry as Interim Head Teacher, while
Mrs Rachael Johnston is on maternity
leave. "I'm very fortunate to have the
opportunity to work in such a lovely
school, and I'm enjoying getting to
know all of the children as I pop into
their classrooms," Mrs Perry said. "I will
be in the playground every day before
school to say hello, and look forward to
getting to know more about the
community around this happy school."
Those familiar with Whittlesford may
know Mrs Perry, who has joined us
from William Westley Church of
England Primary School where she is
Deputy Head – and we're very much
looking forward to having her support
throughout the academic year to come.
Mrs Johnston and her husband
welcomed a baby girl in October, and
all are doing well. Our congratulations
and warm wishes go out to them!
Earlier this term our Y6 children
enjoyed a wonderfully adventurous
week at Hilltop Outdoor Centre in
Sheringham: mountain-biking, tackling
muddy assault courses, crate-stacking
and even lighting fires in the rain during
their bushcraft sessions! "The Super
Swing was awesome," said one Y6:
"truly super stuff, and the food is all
great." Our school has been travelling
to Hilltop for these residential weeks for
several years now, and the family-run
activity centre is always hugely popular
with the children. "When you do
[activities], you get a really proud
feeling inside – the feeling you get
when you've accomplished something

is really amazing," said another Y6.
Our thanks go to Mrs Palmer, Mrs
McGrath, Mrs Thompson and Mrs Ling
for working with the children during the
week away.
Our congratulations also go to Charlie
Johnson, who has completed his
bronze, silver and gold in Rookie
Lifeguarding – and to Olly Sawalmeh,
who was presented with the 'Student
Of The Season' Award at Cambridge
Kung Fu.
In December we're looking forward to
our Carol Concert at Holy Trinity
Church on the 12th, then Save the
Children's Christmas Jumper Day on
the 14th of December. This nonuniform day is always a great success,
both raising money for such a worthy
cause and getting us into the festive
spirit! Our final day of school for this
year will be December 19th, before
reopening on the 7th January.
Charlotte Griffiths

C E 
O S  
Saturday 8 December 2018

David Thomas
Concerts are open to the public and held on
the second Saturday of each month, with
the exception of July and August, at Quy
Village Hall and commence at 7.30pm.
Tickets £6.00
available on the door

C.881049 or C.880522

You know you're in love when you can't fall
asleep because reality is finally better than
your dreams. Dr Seuss
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The President Jean Coxall welcomed
twenty-five members and four guests
when she opened the meeting at
7.30pm. The Minutes of the previous
meeting were read by a member,
agreed and signed by the President.
What’s On – Fay Bawtree read out
those due for payment this week and
reminded members to look at the back
of the room for the new events notices.
In particular the Federation Centenary
Dinner will be held at Girton College on
the 29 July 2019 at a cost of £53.00.
Numbers are due in January in order to
ascertain interest.
Our speaker Peter Hains then took
over the meeting to tell us about his
work as a Cambridge guide and
specifically about his Literary guide to
the Colleges and the authors and poets
who went to each of the colleges along
his route.
He had been the Warden at Bottisham
Village College for many years and
then
at
another
school
in
Peterborough. Following retirement,
in 2003 had approached Cambridge
Council about training to be a tour
Guide in Cambridge. He was accepted
and now does between four and twelve
hours a week doing public and private
tours.
Peter then spent 45 enthralling minutes
taking us from Petty Cury to Christ’s
College,
Jesus
College,
Sidney
Sussex, passed the Round Church,
Magdalene College, St John’s College
and Trinity College, talking about
authors such as John Milton, Colin
Dexter, Oliver Cromwell, Lawrence

Stern.
Samuel
Taylor Coleridge,
Samuel Pepys,
Charles Kingsley,
C S Lewis, Julian
Fellowes, John Dryden, Edward Lytton,
William
Thackery,
Alfred
Lord
Tennyson, Arthur Hallam and A E
Houseman; telling us snippets about
their lives whilst they were at
Cambridge, which a lot of the time was
rather naughty.
Never did time pass so quickly and we
had only covered half of his talk! He
was a thoroughly entertaining speaker
and the vote of thanks given by Brenda
Millington Paul conveyed how much we
had enjoyed it. We would love to have
him back to listen to the other half from
Trinity to the Fitzwilliam Museum.
Following
refreshment,
members
entertained us with Out & About
starting with the Federation weekend
Fay
and
Jean
had
attended.
Unfortunately it started rather badly as
they missed coach leaving Shepreth at
7.30 not 8.30 as they had thought, so
they had to get to Bar Hill by 8.00am,
which they made by the skin of their
teeth with all the road works on the
A14.! They then continued to
Richmond for lunch arriving in
Jesmond in Newcastle and a wonderful
hotel.
The next day after breakfast they
travelled to Cragside for a visit to the
house and gardens and onto Otterburn
for a little retail therapy at a factory
outlet. Then back to the hotel for dinner
and a bottle or perhaps two!
   

Childhood is like being drunk; everyone
remembers what you did except you.
Oscar Wilde
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The next day Fay stayed to meet her
step mother who she had not seen for
several years, they had a lovely day
together whilst the rest of the party
went to Bamburgh Castle in a howling
gale and Jean needed the tunnel wall
to hang onto to stop her blowing away!
They returned along the coastal route
to Seaton Delaval and wandered
round the ruins before returning to the
hotel for dinner and drinks. There were
some who were very grateful that the
clocks went back that night!
The next day they left for home with a
morning stop at Bolsover Castle
followed by the usual WI tea before
heading home.
Carole Faulkner then gave a report on
an outing to Geoff Hamilton’s
Barnsdale Gardens. This was the
original BBC Gardeners World which
consisted of 38 small gardens with
different layouts and plants which
despite the time of year were still
looking great. After lunch the coach
went on to visited Tolthorpe Hall the
home of the Stamford Shakespeare
Amateur Theatre group. The Group
had developed the gardens and built

an amphitheatre where they hold
period plays. They were taken to see
the wardrobe of clothes which are held
in several very large rooms and were
amazed by the amount and beauty of
everything. Another very much
appreciated day out.
Gill Thurlby then told of the visit to
Cherry Hinton WI where Fiona Rose
talked about William Morris and the
places he had lived in including
Kelmscott Manor and Kelscott House
plus the only house he ever owned
which was the Red House at Bexley
Heath. A very entertaining evening
much enjoyed.
The Competition was won by Janet
Feltwell and the raffle by one of our
visitors and Wendy Clarke.
AOB Elaine McCaghrey showed us
some of the craft items she had made
at the handicraft meetings and
encouraged members to think about
joining this group to keep it going.
There was no further business and the
meeting closed at 10.00pm.
December Meeting: Christmas Party.

Christmas Market
Saturday 8th December 2-4pm
St James’ Church, Lode
Crafts, Gift Stall, Decorations
and some quality used items
Tea and Cake
All Welcome

We're all mature, until someone pulls out
some bubble wrap.
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group
From
the
Dispensary
New
Medication Collection Point: The
Practice is working with the shop and
Post Office at Stow-cum-Quy so you
can pick up your medication there, as
we already do at Lode, Swaffham
Bulbeck and Wilbraham.
Simply complete a consent form
available from the shop or the Practice.
Collection will be during opening hours
and delivery is on a Friday after lunch.
You can also leave your repeat
prescription at the shop and Post
Office for collection on a Friday; just
place it in an envelope. The first
delivery will be Friday 9 November.
Any questions please ask at the
dispensary.
Cake Stall: Held at the flu clinic on
3 November when we raised a further
£206.20 thus bringing the Red Bucket
total up to £1152.39 to go towards the
purchase of a Pod for the surgery.
Grateful thanks to all who have
contributed to this.
Patients’ Group Explained:
All
patients registered at Bottisham
Medical Practice are automatically
members of the Patients Group (PG)
which was originally titled Patient
Participation Group (PPG). This is led
by a small committee of patients to
represent the majority at meetings and
NHS consultations.
The PG was
formed to give all patients a say on
general matters (not personal issues)
which affect them and the use of
Bottisham Medical Practice.
The Group meets every two months on
the fourth Thursday evening and would
welcome more members joining these

meetings to put forward their
suggestions and ideas.
If you would like to join us or would like
more information, please talk to the
receptionist at the surgery.
Walks for Health: The next walk with
our accredited walk leader Steve
Gilson start at 11.00am from the
surgery car park on 12 December
2018. Do join Steve for a walk he
would be delighted to see you.
Anglesey Abbey walks continue on
Thursdays at 10.00am from the
reception area.
Next Meeting: Next meeting will be
Thursday 24 January 2019 at 6.30pm
at the surgery.
Bottisham Patients’ Group

that those who collect their
pension from the Post Office can
collect from Friday 21 December
rather than their usual Monday or
Thursday days over Christmas
Want to see the photos
in colour? Want to click
directly on to a hyperlink
in the magazine?
Go to www.lode.org.uk to
view all the Lode Star magazines
since January 2014
Susan has a copy of the complete
back catalogue 1977-2018
for reference

I may not have lost all my marbles yet, but
there's a small hole in the bag somewhere.
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End of Year Update from Lucy
As Christmas
approaches and we
near the end of another
year, I wanted to reflect
on the last 12 months
which seem to have
flown by once again.
Working with partners across the
constituency, from local campaign
groups to councillors and the Mayor and
Government, I am delighted that projects
which I have championed are now
reaching fruition. The Ely Bypass,
which I helped obtain Government
funding for, has now been finalised. After
regular
meetings
with
BT
and
Connecting
Cambridgeshire,
open
meetings with residents and regular
phone exchanges, 95% of premises in
our constituency now have access to
superfast broadband (although I
continue to press for full rollout in some
of the outstanding ‘not-spots’). Also, a
free to use, Government backed teacher
recruitment website, which I’ve actively
pursued for 3 years, is now being rolled
out nationally, having been piloted in
Cambridgeshire.
I am proud to have supported a number
of successful local campaigns; ensuring
the continuation of the pilot at the Local
Urgent Care Centre at Ely’s Princess of
Wales, following regular meetings with
local health authorities and the great
local campaign by Emma Watson, Helen
Wright and others and reinstating a pre
9am off-peak train service to
Cambridge after numerous meetings
with Chief Operating Officer of Govia
Thameslink Rail, Nick Brown, and a well
led local campaign by Lauren Thomas.
Longer term projects such as upgrading
the A10, building a station in Soham,
improving junction 37 on the A142/A14
are ongoing.
Also ongoing is my commitment to local
schools. £6m extra funding over 3 years,

owing to the ‘Opportunity Areas’
status I helped secure for schools in East
Cambridgeshire, is now being made
available in the form of grants. My
parliamentary inter-school debating
competition, which encourages students
to develop their debating skills, is now in
its fifth year. In the last 3 months I have
met with all the pupils taking part and this
year’s final is being judged by Sir
Brian Leveson.
I have brought a number of Cabinet
Ministers to our constituency this year to
press our local causes including
Education Secretary, Damian Hinds,
Secretary for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs, Michael Gove and
Secretary of State for Transport, Chris
Grayling.
I always enjoy meeting constituents,
whether welcoming you to Westminster
or seeing you at an event, group
gathering or surgery. If you would like to
arrange a tour of the House of Commons
for yourself or a group you belong to,
please do send me an email. I am
always
happy
to
arrange
this
and wherever possible I will try to be
around to say hello and answer any
questions you have.
I am extremely grateful for your ongoing
support and will continue to work hard on
your behalf in the coming year.
If you have anything you wish to raise
with me personally or would like to be
added to my email newsletter distribution
list
please
email
me
at lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk.
To keep up with everything I'm doing on
a more frequent basis, you can also
follow
me
on
facebook.https://
www.facebook.com/FrazerLucy/ or visit
my web page www.lucyfrazer.org.uk
Wishing you a very merry Christmas and
a happy new year.
Lucy Frazer MP
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Public
Transport
Matters
I would like to emphasize a word in the
title of these articles and that is
‘matters’ – a word with a double
meaning. I write about these matters
because I feel that public transport is
very important and matters! Many
people who do not have access to a
car or driver need a regular bus
service to get to various appointments,
do their shopping or just go out for
pleasure.
I have now given up on Highways as
they have emailed that I should get up
a village petition regarding sorting out
the bus stop by the farm entrance on
the A1303 and present it to the Parish
Council. They don’t view it as a bus
stop and query its use! I explained
that if we go to Newmarket, Ely or
Bury on the bus we do tend to come
back!! Also I have heard that there
are now 10 people, including 4
youngsters who wait at 7am for a bus
to Cambridge – in the mud and with
worse weather and dark early
mornings on the way. It needs to have
hard standing and a kerb either to the
right or left of the farm entrance gate.
I have emailed our excellent MP, Lucy
Frazer, who helped sort out the
retention of the opposite stop near to
the junction of the High Street and the
A1303 and its not being moved further
towards Newmarket. The linings on
the road now have helped avoid an
accident there – I have checked this
with two bus drivers.

She has written to say that she is in
touch with the County Council. All the
money that has been spent on traffic
islands, lights, cats eyes and road
markings and no thought was given to
improving the bus stop.
Council
workers must be car drivers and not
bus users.
I have contacted Stagecoach customer
services today as I wondered whether
the fact that the 12 now has to go
round the new Ely by-pass would alter
the times of the 12 service. They are
not changing the timetables but I think
delays might be likely. I spoke to a
driver but he was just about to
undertake his first trip on that route and
didn’t know – various Ely people at the
Newmarket bus stop were offering
route advice to him!
James Palmer, the mayor, has been
under attack on the radio and in the
Cambridge News after the payoff to a
member of staff who resigned. Most of
his ideas are also not popular although
he
says
he
supports
public
transport. I am not sure whether he
uses it.
The Cambourne to Cambridge route is
being investigated by the engineering
Group Arup. It should link with any offroad metro plan – a rubber-tyred,
electrically powered vehicle. It would
link to a tunnel if that was seemed
feasible.
It would avoid the area
around
Coton
and
the
West
Fields.
There are worries about
damage to the countryside.
The Cambridge to Oxford arc has been
given a boost in the recent
Budget. Phillip Hammond announced
support for the new East/West Rail line

It's all fun and games until your jeans
don't fit any more.
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to accelerate the delivery of the rail link
between
Cambridge
and
Bedford. A further £20 million is being
provided. A million new homes are
planned and Bidwells claim the arc’s
economy could grow to £400 billion by
2050.
Cheffins also supports the
plans. There is support for homegrown industries and science and
technology
focussed
industrial
strategy. The Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Combined Authority
received £21 million which should
support new transport schemes in the
region.
But infrastructure must be
provided.
The arguments over the provision of a
metro scheme and hub system linking
to outer Cambridge and the rural areas
continue.
Positive news for Eurostar as it is
carrying unprecedented numbers of
goods and people. The number of
trucks boarding Le Shuttle was up by
3% and so was the number of
independent freight trains.
The
number of passengers boarding topped
1 million in the quarter between July
and September, an increase of
12%.
National Express coach
company has also seen a rise of 10%
as the number of passengers grew by
6% due to the problems on the
railways. Into the West Country it was
a 13% rise.
There are still criticisms of the planned
HS2 – delays to Crossrail could have a
significant impact – the scheme is too
expensive and it would cost more than
similar schemes in other countries due
to population density, the cost of land
and skills shortages. It could cause the

destruction of almost 900 houses,
1,000 businesses and at least
61 ancient woodlands.
There are delays to the introduction of
high speed hybrid trains on the East
Coast mainline due to technical
flaws. They were due in December
and London North Eastern Railway are
now hoping for early next year.
Mark
Wild,
head
of
London
Underground, has been appointed to
oversee
the
completion
of
Crossrail.
Crossrail stretches from
Reading and Heathrow in the west to
Shenfield in Essex and Abbey Wood
near Woolwich in the East. It runs on
existing lines to the east and west of
the capital but involves massive
tunnelling from west of Paddington to
east of Whitechapel and in London
Docklands.
There have been
interesting TV programmes.
We are warned shutdowns are likely
to cause rail and air chaos over
Christmas !
Network Rail is planning 330
engineering
projects
between
Christmas and New Year. Paddington,
Victoria, Euston and Liverpool Street
stations
will
partly
shut
down. Heathrow and Gatwick will be
closed to rail travellers or have reduced
services for part of the holiday from
23
December
until
Boxing
Day. London Underground will be the
only rail route. Check before you set
out!
Happy travelling!
Paddy James
Rail info: 03457 48 49 50
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33

Two mysterious people live in my house.
Somebody and Nobody. Somebody did it
and nobody knows who.
LODE 14 STAR

BOTTISHAM
& DISTRICT
GARDENING CLUB

Bottisham
Village College
Adult Learning
Are you interested in learning
something new in 2019?
Our full range of courses is
available on our website:
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Evening Courses include:
Art & Artists (morning)
Calligraphy (afternoon)
Creating Glass Jewellery
Cookery: Italian Meat Dishes,
Breads & Focaccia; Traditional Home
Baking; Chocolate Galore;
Curry House Favourites
Digital Photography: Night Shots &
Winter; People & Motion Floristry: Spring
Flowers for the Home
Knitting: Learn the Basics
Making the Most of Your Garden
(Horticulture)
Understanding Modern Art
(the above are evening courses unless
otherwise specified)

Saturday Workshops include:
Affordable Floral Wedding
Tables & Pew Ends
Cook with your Kids
Creative Writing – Short Stories
Dichloric Glass Jewellery
Get to Know your Ipad/Tablet
Indian Fast Foods (Cookery)
Make-Up: Fabulous Over 40s
Printing without a Press
Tai Chi Workshop
www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
Tel: 01223 811372 email:
adultlearning@bottishamvc.org

Facebook:
BottishamAdultCommunityLearning
or Twitter: @CommunityEdBott

Julia Green, as Chairman, at our
recent AGM reported on the past
successful year with many interesting
meetings and events. We have had
several social events, a lunch in April
at the Newmarket Golf Club, an
evening outing to a local garden and a
trip to Barnsdale to the garden started
by Geoff Hamilton for Gardeners
World.
Funds are healthy in spite of fewer
participants at our annual outing but
once again the Annual Show was
excellent and well supported. Tricia
McLaughlin was presented with an
orchid in appreciation of her sterling
work as Secretary for the past few
years. Valerie Leake was thanked in
her absence for her hard work as
Treasurer. She too is leaving this
position but will be our new Chairman.
Julia Green will act as Secretary and
Margret Coles is to become Treasurer.
The evening concluded with wine and
refreshments and a difficult quiz based
on Gardening Television programmes.
We usually meet on the fourth Tuesday
of the month in the Poppy Room at the
Bottisham Community Sports and
Social Club and the joining fee is £15
per person. In the programme for 2019
we do have several social evenings so
it is not entirely horticultural. Do give us
a try.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday
14 December when John and Sylvia
Overton will present “More of the Same
and a Quiz”. An enigmatic title so you
will need to come as a visitor (cost £2)
to find out more! We shall have mulled
wine and mince pies to conclude the
evening.
Sylvia Overton 811792
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Fassage Green Consultation Event
Fassage Green is a three acre plot of Extra car parking space for the
land that is being bought from the Fassage, but it could incorporate wild
National Trust by the Lode with flower areas and planting rather like
Longmeadow Village Trust and Lode the Park and Ride at Newmarket Road.
parish Council. The land is between More facilities for teenagers including a
the cemetery and the recreation zip wire. A space to build a shed which
ground, and will be used as an amenity could be used to keep maintenance
area.
equipment.
The purpose of the event was to walk Lots of ideas and food for thought!
around the land and see what it There was concern over the cost of
consists of and what people would like maintenance,
which
has
been
to see happen to it.
discussed by the Parish Council, but
After the walk we returned to the Rob Small has said if there were no
Fassage Hall, to look at large scale volunteers and the minimum was done
maps of the area and put forward ideas it would cost £1,000 per annum.
and answer a questionnaire. These However, Jack Watson at the National
had all been produced by Liz King and Trust says that if he is given sufficient
Rob Small, so many thanks go to them. warning he could bring volunteers over
About 50 people turned up and the to do work which would be marvellous.
outcomes of the questionnaire were: It has happened before and a lot of
work was done in a short
accessible pathways, picnic and
time.
seating areas, expanding the
orchard and wild planting, closely
followed by a swift Tower, as
these birds are a spectacular
N
sight in the summer in
Lode, and clean energy
generation.
Other
suggestions
included
a
den
building area, and the
importance of leaving it
as a wild space.
Its importance as an
educational area has already
been demonstrated as Little
Legs of Lode were out there
1 Extend Orchard
2 Track
recently with the wonderful
3 Meadow and vestiges of old allotments
4 Wild play, native grove, log ring
worksheets produced by
5 Shelter, store and rainwater collection
Rob.
6 Public WC

It’s the possibility of having a dream
come true that makes life interesting.
Paulo Coelho
LODE 16 STAR

Minutes of the National Trust/Lode liaison meeting, 30 October 2018
Present: Charlie Platten, Jack Watson,
Polly Ingham-Watts, Chris Hammond,
Brian and Maggie Camps, Charlie Rickard,
Peter Wells, David Trigg and Fran Platten
Apologies: Jenny Scarff, who is covering
for Emily Tydeman who is on maternity
leave
Matters arising:
Harvey’s Drove hedge was cut back
Number 1 High Street is now occupied and
will be used in the future for interns and
volunteers.
Cycle path: CR gave a short account of
the planting that was done with wild flower
seed and snowdrops, and PIW was briefed
over the 1km stretch of NT land used to
build the path. JW says that families are
cycling out from Cambridge to the Abbey.
We are waiting for the interactive sign to
warn drivers to slow down before the
entrance to the path.
The fence behind the bus stop in the High
Street has been renewed, and thanks were
given to the NT as it is a very stylish one!
More wood chippings will be needed for the
path from the tennis court to the Mill. JW
will see to it, and volunteers will spread
them.
The plans for a secondary catering unit
near the tennis court were rejected by
ECDC and not welcomed by those
residents of Mill Road who were the
nearest to it. PIW says they have decided
not to appeal against the decision.
ET says that the triangle of land near to
Rose Walk does not belong to the NT so it
must be Highways.
Fassage Green update CP
The land is four acres between the
cemetery and the Fassage recreation
ground. It is alienable land which is owned
by the NT who are selling it to the Lode
with Longmeadow Village trust [LLVT] and
Lode Parish Council. The PC is paying
£8,000 and the rest £37K being paid for by
the Charity. However the PC will maintain
the land. It will be kept as an amenity area
with wild parts, orchard, paths but no

housing. This area was not deemed
suitable for housing and a covenant will be
put on the land so it is maintained in
perpetuity. Jenny Scarff will be dealing with
it. BC asked if there is to be an overage
clause, but this will not be necessary as the
covenant will be in place. Contracts will be
signed shortly and the deal finalised in Jan/
Feb 2019
CP says that the recent consultation
showed the top priority was accessible
paths, followed by a picnic area and wild
flower planting. At the moment there are
many volunteers but this is not always the
case, and the PC have discussed the cost
implication for doing the absolute minimum,
and this would be in the region of £1,000
per annum.
JW says he has many volunteers on his
books, unlike some other NT properties. If
he knows a month in advance they could
come to help on the land even if the NT did
not still own it. This was a marvellous piece
of news.
MC asked what would happen if the
cemetery became full, and CP says that
land has to be released for this, so in the
future some could be used. CR says that
he looked into this when he was on the PC
and thinks this will not be needed for
decades
CR asked if Anglesey Abbey will get the
money from the sale of the land or will it go
to the central NT pot. Polly did not know
the answer to this, as all properties are
different depending on what the original
owner specified.
Report from Anglesey Abbey PIW
Polly told us it had been a tough financial
year for the Abbey because Easter was so
wet and the summer so hot that visitor
numbers had dropped dramatically, so less
money is available for projects. Usually
they have around £!.2 million but this year
only about £600K. The Winter Lights is
helpful of course and they are about to
release the remaining tickets for sale.
There was some discussion about free
tickets for some Lode residents, and PIW
says she will sort this out.
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They are adding an extra night which will
be Thursday in the middle week of the
three weeks. Altogether it will be for ten
days instead of nine. JW says that the last
entries are at 7.30pm and most people
have gone by 9.30pm. CH said that
although there was music in the BBQ area,
it was not very intrusive and he did not
think it was a problem
There was some discussion about security,
including a break-in to the catering caravan
in Hoe Fen which yielded nothing as it was
empty, but generally security was
reasonable, now that the gates had been
installed to stop large vehicles getting in.
PIW says that there will be strategic
marketing for certain times of the year,
particularly in June where numbers were
often low.
She says that the 10 year plan will still be
looked at but more slowly. They will be
looking at the spatial arrangements, and
there will be a need for more building in the
future, but we will be kept informed
The Water source heat pump
This has been a huge success, with only
the library and dining room not being so
warm as they are both large rooms.
Heating the Abbey is now entirely from the
heat pump and although it is expensive to
run, it is cheaper than oil, and it should pay
for itself in 20 years.
Walks around Lode
Dogs are not allowed in to the Abbey
grounds, so on the NT website dog walking
is suggested around Lode. However, there
is concern over dog walkers parking down
Mill Road, which is very narrow and already
crowded with residents’ cars. We would
prefer that the website recommend that
parking is in the Abbey car park where it is
a short walk to Mill Road. PIW and JW
said they thought this could be done.
Together with this is the problem of the
overflowing dog bin at the end of Mill Road
near the Mill. The bags are left all around
the base and a local resident says the
smell is horrible in the summer. Another bin
is required and CH suggested that both
bins be installed just over the bridge away
from the houses, on the NT land. If the NT
is willing to allow this, I am sure the PC will

pay for a new bin and CH is happy to move
the old one. Hopefully this will sort out the
problem, and we will inform ECDC, so they
are emptied each week.
Other Business
JW says the NT do not own the
Sportsman’s pit which is a pond down the
Fen. He thinks it is privately owned.
Maggie Camps says that she and Brian are
standing down from the committee as they
think there are enough people representing
the Fen. She suggested that we try and
recruit someone from Fairhaven Close as
there is no one from there at the moment.
They were thanked for all their involvement
these last few years and we will take up her
suggestion that we advertise in the Lode
Star for someone to fill their place
Robert Stevens has also stood down as he
is very busy being Chair of the PC and we
can still ask him for suggestions for the
agenda and thanks also go to him for the
work he has done in this group.
Date of next meeting
Tues 12 March at 1.30pm at the Abbey

Someone from Fairhaven Close
We are looking for someone who
lives in Fairhaven Close to be on the
National
Trust/
Lode
Liaison
Committee. We particularly want
someone form this area of the village as
it is not represented at the moment.
This is a group set up many years ago
to meet representatives from Anglesey
Abbey twice a year to discuss any
issues in the village and hear from the
Abbey what was happening there and
their plans for each year.
It is an interesting meeting held usually
in March and then in October. However
the meetings are held in the daytime
around 1.30pm and last for about an
hour and a half. The minutes are put on
the website and published in the Lode
star.
Please let me know if you are interested
in joining this group
Fran Platten 01223 813 016

LODE 18 STAR

Applying for Funding for
our Community Space
Project at St James’ Church

Last Recommended
Posting Dates for
Christmas Delivery

Now we’ve got permission to install
International Standard and all
under-floor heating and a new kitchen
International Tracking and
and disabled access toilet we are
Signature Services
applying for funding from national
bodies (Lottery etc). We are within five
Tuesday 4 December
miles of the Milton waste tip which
Africa, Middle East
means we can apply to WREN’s
Friday 7 December
Landfill Communities Fund.
A
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Eastern Europe
Contributing Third Party has to provide
(except Czech Republic, Poland
10.75% of the funding we’re applying
and Slovakia)
for. This is all explained on the WREN
Saturday 8 December
web site if you’d like to learn more.
Caribbean, Central and South America
In our case St James’ Church will be
Monday 10 December
the Contributing Third Party and we’ll
Australia, Greece, New Zealand, Turkey
use money raised at the various events
Friday 14 December
we’ve held over the last two years so
Canada, Czech Republic, USA,
all your donations for jumble sales etc.,
Italy, Poland
together with specific gifts of money
Saturday 15 December
will help us achieve our goal.
Finland, Sweden
If you would like to make a donation
Monday 17 December
Australia, Denmark, Germany, Iceland,
contact Julie Sale (Church Warden) on
Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia,
811222 or Coral Hatley (Treasurer) on
Spain, Switzerland
811457. Any gift is most welcome.
Tuesday
18 December
Thanks to everyone who has helped us
Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg
get to this stage. There’ll be more fund
raising events over the coming months.
HM Forces mail - (BFPO)
It is quite difficult to envisage the nave
Friday 14 December
of the church as a big open space and
Static HM Forces
all the possibilities for activities which
could take place there.
United Kingdom
Since the seven pews at the back were
Tuesday 18 December
removed we’ve been able to hold
2nd Class and 2nd Class Signed For
concerts, talks, jumble sales, the Cycle
Thursday 20 December
Path opening party and Pop up Cafes.
1st Class and 1st Class Signed For
We could do a lot more.
Royal Mail Tracked 48
The Church is open every day so pop
Friday 21 December
Royal Mail Tracked 24®
in, look at the plans, and spend a
Friday 21 December
moment imagining how everyone will
Royal Mail Special Delivery
benefit from this opportunity.
Guaranteed®
Coral Hatley, Hon. Treasurer
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A QUIZ … devised by Ian Faulkner and inspired by the song
1. For which fictional radio station did the
character Alan Partridge work?
2. In which Buddy Holly song does the line
‘Well, you give me all your loving and your
turtle doving’ appear?
3. The city of Tulsa in the United States is home
to a fine dining restaurant called
The French Hen.
In which state is Tulsa located?
4. ‘Calling birds’ in the song is a later variant of
the original ‘colly birds’.
What is the meaning of ‘colly’?
5. Who was the composer of the operatic saga
that features the gold ring forged by the
dwarf Alberich?
6. According to legend, the centre of which
ancient city avoided capture through sacred
geese alerting the defenders?
7. Donald Swann was one member of a wellknown duo who wrote and performed comic
songs. Who was the other?

Countdown …
At the time of writing there are precisely 41
shopping days left ’til Christmas, 22 days ’til we
head to South Africa to celebrate Christmas with
our family there for the first time, 13 days ’til my
wife’s birthday and 17 days ’til our 16th Wedding
Anniversary.
We do a lot of ‘counting down the days’ in life.
Of course it is not wrong to look forward to
things, especially spending time with special
people, going on holiday and family celebrations;
however, if we focus too much on the
countdown, we can neglect to appreciate that
every day is a gift (that’s why it’s called the
present!)
We are now in the season of Advent, if we are
not careful, it is easy to view this season as
simply a countdown to Christmas Day (with or
without the help of a daily piece of chocolate!),
rather than the time of preparation for Jesus’
coming that it is. A key belief of Christianity in
addition to the belief that Jesus came into the
world as a baby, is that Jesus will indeed come
again to wrap up things as we know them on

8. ‘The Milkmaid’ is a work by which
17th-century Dutch artist?
9. By which name is the plant ladies’
fingers also known?
10. Approximately how many people are
members of the House of Lords?
11. What was the name of Billie Piper’s
character in Doctor Who?
12. Who was Led Zeppelin’s drummer,
ranked number 1 in Rolling Stone
magazine’s ‘100 Greatest Drummers
of All Time’?
Answers on page 20

Fruit Pressing Day
In October the second
annual fruit pressing day
took place at Fassage
Hall. Thanks to everyone who contributed
apples
and
helped
operate
the
press.
Over 100 litres of fruit were
pressed. The blend was particularly sweet
and delicious this year. Many people who
came along took home containers of fruit
juice to enjoy fresh or freeze. The cider is
now fermenting happily and will be
available to try in the new year.
Last year's cider was also available to
sample and take home. If anyone has any
of the brown glass flip top bottles please
drop them off at our house (32 High Street)
when convenient.
Combined with last year' event we have
now raised £70 in donations after the cost
of hiring the hall. This money will be spent

on purchasing some new apple
trees for the orchard, and we'll let
people know about a tree planting
event in due course.
Liz King
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RENEW Services in Advent and Christmas 2018
We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services which
are held at Bottisham Primary School unless otherwise stated from
10.30am—12 noon. A crèche is available if required. All are welcome.
Croissants and drinks are available before Morning Worship from 10.10am

Sunday 2 December

Morning Worship with Holy Communion
Village Praise 5.30-6.30pm at Lode Chapel
Sunday 9 December
Morning Worship followed by shared lunch
Sunday 16 December Christmas All-Age Worship
Sunday 23 December Morning Worship
Tuesday 25 December Christmas Day 10.30am
Sunday 30 December Morning Worship
For more information about any of the activities of RENEW please contact:
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558. Email: alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk
Or visit our website at www.renewchurch.org.uk
LODE 21 STAR

earth and usher in a new heaven and a
new earth (Revelation 21).
The life of a Christian is best lived in
moment by moment preparation for
that time, looking and listening for what
God might be doing and saying, and
getting involved where possible.
Shining light in dark places and
situations (Matthew 5.14-16).
Being ready to share our hope with
others (1 Peter 3.15).
Being thankful and focusing on all the
right things (Philippians 4.4-9).
Striving to be fully present in each
moment, living and choosing wisely.
The prophet Micah describes God’s
requirement for His people like this,

“To act justly, to love mercy and to
walk humbly with God.” (Micah 6.8).
All these things help us to prepare to
be found living right, when Jesus
comes again, and we can only be
found as such because Jesus came to
earth, “…became flesh and blood and
moved into the neighbourhood”, as
The Message translation puts it.
My encouragement to you through
Advent and Christmastime is, “Don’t
just count the days, make the days
count.” Every day is an opportunity to
make a positive difference.
You are also, as ever, very welcome to
join us at RENEW any time! I pray
you’ll have a special Advent and a
wonderful Christmastime.
Rev. Alan Brand

Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen
News and Events — December 2018
Anglesey Abbey
From 1 December – 6 January, join us for
the Twelve Trees of Anglesey. Uncover
the stories behind Anglesey Abbey and
the life lived by its owner, the first Lord
Fairhaven. Discover twelve trees in
dotted throughout the House, Gardens
and Visitor Centre, each uniquely
decorated. In the House, discover trees
adorned with decorations to show his
love of collecting fine objects from all
corners of the world, including books and
silver.
Many of the trees around the garden
were selected personally by Lord
Fairhaven for their beauty, provenance or
to commemorate a special occasion.
Stumble upon four trees throughout the
grounds, decorated to highlight their
natural beauty and discover why they
were chosen for the gardens of Anglesey
Abbey.
Head to the Servants Hall in the House to
create your own special decoration,

created from natural materials. Hang it
proudly on our ‘Celebration Tree’ outside
the Visitor Centre to help us create an
amazing festive display
Head into Redwoods restaurant to see a
tree decorated to reflect Lord Fairhaven’s
love of collecting timepieces and choose
from our selection of warming seasonal
dishes. Don’t forget to pop into the shop
before you leave to pick up a festive gift
for a loved one, or take home a
decoration to adorn your own tree at
home. Our membership team will be
offering
beautifully
packaged
gift
memberships to purchase for a loved one.
We have now moved to our winter
opening times which are as follows:
House: 11.00am–4.00pm (last entry 3.30)
Gardens: 10.00am–4.30pm
Mill: 10.30am–3.30pm
Redwoods: 10am–4.30pm
Shop and Plant Centre: 10am–4.30pm
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Over the festive period, the whole
property will be closed on the 24, 25 & 26
December.
From January 2019, we’ll be opening the
gardens and Redwoods
restaurant every day from
9.30am so you can start
your day early and make
the most of your visit!

By the time you read this article the
construction of a temporary viewing
platform on the edge of the Sedge Fen
should be complete. This platform is part
of our Resting the Sedge
Fen project, and will allow
us to rest delicate peat
soils in this area, while
offering visitors spectacular
3600 views. We’re hoping
Wicken Fen
to build a permanent
structure in due course.
We’re
starting
to
experience some lovely
December’s festive activity
crisp, frosty mornings here
for under 5s is part of our
(23454 ?9@3:?= <9@488)
at Wicken Fen, and more of
Father Christmas at the
our overwintering birds are starting to Fen season: follow a Christmas trail, visit
return. We’ve had several reports of Father Christmas in Fen Cottage and do
short-eared owls over on Burwell Fen, some festive crafts with our elves. These
so those of you who like to walk in this activities take place on Wednesday 12 &
area may want to take some binoculars Thursday 13 December from 10:30-12:00,
with you to see these beautiful birds.
and the cost is £10 per child (normal
There is a admission applies for accompanying
Pre-booking
new West adults, NT members free).
Mere hide is essential for these activities, see
that
has https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
wicken-fen-nature-reserve/whats-on
recently
been
We’re open every day except Christmas
installed and Day, so do join us for a festive walk over
is well worth the Christmas period. You can warm up
a visit. The with a hot drink and a treat in our café
hide is in a afterwards!
better position to see more of the mere If you want to get the New Year off to an
area, and is elevated to offer a fantastic active start, we’re offering our new
view. Even if you are not a keen bird Wicken Winter Wildlife Safaris on
watcher, it’s a lovely place to stop off on Saturday 12 and Sunday 20 January,
your walk to soak up the peace and from 14:00-15:30. Join one of the rangers
tranquillity of the fen. (23454 6789: on a walk into the reserve, where you will
3:;;4<=)
be able to spot winter wildlife, and learn
We’ve also been fortunate to receive a about our grazing herds and how they
WREN grant to improve access to our contribute to the fen landscape. It’s the
Woodland Walk, so work will be taking perfect way to explore the wider reserve
place during November to install some at Wicken Fen and experience a fen
new boardwalk and special hogging sunset. The walk costs £8 per adult
surface to paths.
There is a rolling which includes a hot drink.
programme of works so there should be
very little disruption for visitors.

Friends are like rainbows, always there
to cheer you up after a storm.
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BOTTISHAM
COMMUNITY
LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION

Village Freecycle

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

New Co-ordinator

NEW LIBRARY NEW LIBRARY
NEW LIBRARY
We are pleased to announce that all
went according to plan for the College
80th birthday Celebrations on 3rd
November when the Library was full of
locals browsing the bookshelves. The
volunteers have worked hard in
organising (and then re-organising) the
shelves and learning the new layout.
We have received excellent support
from the College especially Chloe
James the College Librarian. Please
be aware that if you are coming to the
library late afternoon or for the evening
sessions please bring a torch.
We have a special event on Saturday
8th December from 10.30am when we
shall have a Christmas Rhyme and
Story time session for the under 5’s
and this will be followed by a
performance by The Bottisham
Handbell Ringers. We shall be
pleased to see you.
We shall be closing for the
Christmas period after the session on
Thursday 20th December and opening
on Thursday 3rd January 2019 at
3.00pm.
Please see the separate advert for the
position of Library Coordinator to
replace Helen Cole. I know this has
appeared in recent magazine issues
but we need to appoint someone soon.
Sylvia Overton 811792

required as soon as possible
Responsibilities are as follows
• Liaising with Public Library
Service, Bottisham Village
College and other local village
Associations
• Training and supporting
volunteers and delegating
responsibilities.
• Sorting and processing
donations.
• Weeding stock
• Reporting to Bottisham
Community Library Association
• Support and training on the
Library system will be given if
required
Please contact
Valerie Leake (811324) or
Helen Cole (812573)
if you are interested
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Dial 101

Offered
• Modern men’s bicycle (with helmet) requiring a little
attention.

Ann/David 811620

• Small double sofa bed. Good condition.
Marilyn/David 811888

• Children’s cycle helmets: Blue size 53-58cm, Pink
size 48-53cm.

Amy 07795 975075

• Pink and white roller-skates (quads) for child
size 8-11.

Jun/Andy 01223 813362

Wanted
• Wire hanging baskets. Fibre (not plastic!) wall plugs
(rawlplugs), sizes no.8 or no.10. Bob/Nicky 813592

• Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite switches, iron
conduit and switches, bulb holders and holders.
Sheets and bits of Bakelite.
Postcard rack (carousel). George 07895 064 727
(For an idea of what George is gathering these for – please
see http://georgetrapp.co.uk/georgetrapplamps.html)

SUDOKU PUZZLE No. 143 SOLUTION

A good story teller never lets facts get
in the way. Dave Allen

If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by
the 14th of each month by ‘phone C.813362 / 07980
423 210, email junthompson44@gmail.com or
drop a note through the letter box at 23 Longmeadow
Please let me know if you would like anything
repeating in subsequent issues. Everything is free and
nothing is expected in return. Please can you contact
the offers after the first of the month to make it a little
fairer. @:;A?9=BC @4=C (01223) 7<8CDD 453C?E9DC 9<=9@:5C=

lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk

Letters to Santa
should be stamped
and addressed to:
Santa/Father Christmas
Santa's Grotto
Reindeerland, XM4 5HQ
Please also remember to include
the full name, address and postcode
of the sender - so Father Christmas can reply
as quickly as possible.
Letters should be sent to Father Christmas
by Friday 7 December
to make sure they get to him in
good time for Christmas.
LODE 25 STAR

Martyn Lord ..................... 812644

Thinking Allowed

LODE 26 STAR

I pray that amidst the winter
darkness you might see the
Light of the World shining
for you. Not a distant star or
an event from long ago but
a light right there beside
you, within you, cradled as
a small child in your arms.
Sue

We welcome you
to the
First Communion
of Christmas
Christmas Eve
6.00pm

St James’
Church Lode
Led by
Liz Caswell
Answers to the quiz
on page 20
1. Radio Norwich
2. ‘That’ll Be the Day’
3. Oklahoma
4. Black
5. Richard Wagner
6. Rome
7. Michael Flanders
8. Johannes Vermeer
9. Okra (or okro)
10. 800
11. Rose Tyler
12. John Bonham

There is something very special about the twinkle
of coloured lights in the dark and wintery nights of
late November and December. These winter
months are marked by the bare branches of the
leafless trees and the cold, wet evenings which
begin earlier and earlier as the daylight hours
reduce.
Winter can feel a solemn season as earth’s life
and energy seem to flow back into the soil to
sleep. Yet the hopeful, twinkling lights in homes,
shops and on our high streets create new colour,
they speak of warmth and celebration amidst the
bleakness, they lighten the darkness with beauty.
The lights call us to awaken to a new view of the
world, darkness broken by small points of
brightness and colour.
It is good that winter lights gather around our
Christmas celebrations for Christmas is all about
light.
Each year we remember again that in the midst
of the world’s darkness, when life feels bleak,
cold or hopeless the light of the world comes
bringing the radiance, hope and love of God
shining out as a beacon for the lost, the lonely
and the weary.
Jesus, the light of the world, was born into the
darkness long ago and we remember that. But
Christmas is not just an event of long ago. Jesus,
the light of the world is born today in the hearts of
all who love him or look for him or long for hope
in the midst of darkness.
In a human frame and a human lifespan Jesus
shone in the world. His was a life of truthfulness,
godliness, goodness and love. His life was bright
with wit, colour and stories which we still tell
today. His life glowed with human warmth, love
for the outsider, care for the fragile, forgiveness
for those who wronged him, firmness of purpose
and total commitment to the Father he loved and
served. His life is indeed a light for the darkness
of our world. If we but dared to step into his light,
to welcome that light into our hearts then we too
could join in bringing some warmth and love and
hope to the dark places that are still present in
our world, whatever the season.

ST. JAMES' CHURCH LODE with LONGMEADOW
Vicar:
Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726 suethevic@btinternet.com
Churchwarden:
Julie Sale, C.811222 juliesale0@gmail.com
http://angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/

CHURCH SERVICES
Services at Lode in BOLD

Sunday 2 December
9.30am BAPTISM (<4 @4;;7<94<)
5.30pm Village Praise at the Chapel
Sunday 9 December
10.00am Benefice Communion at
Quy
Sunday 16 December
9.30am Village Communion for
Lode and Quy at Quy
Sunday 23 December
9.30am CHILDREN’S CHURCH
3.00pm NINE LESSONS & CAROLS
followed by wine/mince pies S
Monday 24 December
3.00pm CRIB SERVICE
6.00pm FIRST COMMUNION OF
CHRISTMAS
Sunday 30 December
10.00am BENEFICE COMMUNION

SIDESMEN
DECEMBER
2 Coral Hatley ............... Ann Langran
23 am Peter Swannell ......... Coral Hatley
23 pm Peter Swannell ......... Ann Langran
24 am Julie Sale.................. Ann Langran
24 pm Julie Sale.............. Peter Swannell
30 Peter Swannell ........... Coral Hatley
READERS
DECEMBER
2 Peter Swannell .......... Ann Langran
23 ............... To be advised ................
24 am ............ To be advised .................
24 pm Julie Sale ..............Peter Swannell
30 Julie Sale ................Peter Swannell
BRASSES
December .............................. Rita Lane

A  B  

13 December ........ Christmas Lunch

St James’ Church Lode with Longmeadow
invites you to

Nine Lessons & Carols
Sunday 23 December 3.00pm
Followed by mulled wine and minced pies

The Nativity Story
and Carols
for all the family

Christmas Eve
St James’ Church Lode
3.00 pm
We look forward to
welcoming you
LODE 27 STAR

OUTSIDE INFORMATION
BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE :............................................. 810030
Monday to Friday 8.30-18.00 (10.00-18..00 Dispensary) Saturday CLOSED
When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131
BROUGHTON HALL ..............In an emergency: 999 or Swannell 811584
CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999
Non-Emergency www.cambs.police.uk ............. .........................101
Annie Austin (Police, PCSO, Ely - South Villages) .... .................... . 101
................................................. east-cambs-cops@cambs.pnn.police.uk
................................................ ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Crimestoppers ................................................... 0800 555 111
LODE PARISH COUNCIL Chairman: Robert Stevens .............. 811643
Clerk: Jonathan Giles lodeparishclerk@gmail.com .07789 012 761
ST. JAMES' CHURCH, LODE Churchwarden: Julie Sale.......... 811222
LODE CHAPEL Alan Brand alanbrand77@icloud.com ......... 812558
ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ........ 211235
LODE SHOP & POST OFFICE ....................................................... 811927
FASSAGE HALL Bookings - Julie Sale juliesale0@gmail.com 811222
THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425
1st Bottisham RAINBOW S/Bottisham BROW NIES ............ 811055
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT: Lucy Frazer .........................020 7219 3000
................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200
County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729
EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555
....................... www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
District Councillor Alan Sharp ..............................................01638 507485
District Councillor David Chaplin .................................................... 353181
SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0800 131 3348
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com 07841 930065
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE ................................................. 811250
BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE Adult Learning ....................... 811372
BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................................. 811235
SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ............................... 811595
BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ........................................... 812354
NATIONWIDE RAIL TIMES .............................................. 08457 48 49 50
TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33
STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578

Cambridge code (01223)
unless otherwise indicated
WASTE & RECYCLING
DECEMBER
Village—Thursdays
 Box—Refuse & Blue lid
No box—Refuse & Green lid

6

13

20

29

5
6:<

O = AHD:L=C CDE
Environment Agency incident
hotline (river) .... 0800 80 70 60

http://www.nhs.uk
www.patient.co.uk
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MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
Wednesday 12 December
Longmeadow
2.10 - 2.35 pm
Northfields
2.40 - 3.15 pm
Lode Post Office
3.20 - 3.50 pm
Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

0800 77 66 00
talktofrank.com
Friendly, confidential
drugs advice

 
116 123 ( )

Gas ............................. 0800 111999
Anglian Water...... 08457 145145
Electricity .......... 0800 783 8838


  
jo@samaritans.org

ROUTE
10 11 BUS SERVICE
:; <=>?@A= ;: <B:CDE< D:C FD:G H;I@CDE<
+ = Serves Lode Church <=5 mins, >=10 mins later on Saturday
# = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated
From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads

Monday to Saturday

Monday to Saturday
0642<, 0707>, 0749, 0936, 1036+#, 1136,
1236+#, 1336, 1432+#, 1536, 1636, 1736, 1836

0650, 0750, 0850+, 0950, 1050+, 1150, 1250+,
1350, 1450+, 1550, 1715+, 1815, 1915

Longmeadow bus shelter:
Up to 4 mins earlier than these times

LODE 28 STAR

