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WHAT’S  WHERE  
IN LODE STAR  

WHAT’S ON WHEN  
LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  

 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 10.30am LC 

Red2Green PopUp—last Wednesday of the month, 
The Pavilion, SB 

Red2Greenhouse, BVC—Tues & Wed 11am 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

NHS 

The SUDOKU PUZZLE this 
month is on Advert page BB 

 3. Editorial 

 4. Lode Parish Council 

 5. Lode Charity 

 6. Lode WI 

 7. The Vinyl Countdown 

 8. Car Boot Sale, Burwell 

 9. Thanks to Arthur 
  Please Sir, Pray Sir 
  Electronic Organ Concert 

10. Memoirs of Zim  

13. Bottisham Library 
  Lode Half Marathon 

14 Bottisham Library 
  Lode Village Fete 

15. Swaffham Bulbeck School 
  Village Freecycle 

16. Cambridge Open Studies 
  The Cantilena Singers 

17 RENEW 

18 Sharing the Caring 

19 Mark Towriss Bursary Fund 

20 Family Medicine in Kenya 
  Sudoku solution 

21. Public Transport Matters  

22. SB Summer Theatre 

23. Anglesey Abbey & Wicken 
  Visit to Waterbeach Barracks 

24. Queens Court 

25. Neighbourhood Watch 
  Voices 4 Choices 

26. Bottisham Patients’ Group 

27. St James’ Church page 

28. Outside Information  

June 
 5 Parish Council mtg 7.30pm FH 

 7 Lode WI 7.30pm LC (p7)  

 9 Walk for Health from Surgery (p26) 

 10 Electronic Organ Concert (p9) 

 11 Queens Court Jumble Sale (p24) 

 13 Sharing the Caring Day (p18) 

14-17 G&S Princess Ida (p22) 

 16 Queens Court Open Day  (p24) 

 18 Lode Village Fête (p14) 

 20 Gardening Club outing (p14) 

 21 Walk for Health from Surgery (p26) 

July 
 1 Print Centre Car Boot Sale 9am (p8) 

 6 Direct Payments Awareness (p25) 

 7 Walk for Health from Surgery (p26) 
Ute Towriss Talking (p20) 

 8 Cantilena at Quy (p16) 

 8/9  Cambridge Open Studios (p16) 

 13 Direct Payments Awareness (p25) 

15/16  Cambridge Open Studios (p16) 
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June 2017 EDITORIAL  Issue No: 486 

Please could all items for inclusion in the COMBINED 

JULY/AUGUST 2017 edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Susan Swannell (address below or lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) 

EDITOR:......... ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 317 STATION ROAD, CB25 9HB  07798 781367   
DISTRIBUTOR: ........... .IAN FAULKNER,  28 FAIRHAVEN CLOSE, CB25 9HG  811963 
TREASURER: ............ JEFF KEMPSTER, 19 ABBEY LANE, LODE  CB25 9EP  812194  
ADVERTISING / PRODUCTION: .............. SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE  811584 
COVER DESIGN:  ......................................................... FAY BAWTREE, LONGMEADOW 
PRINTERS: ............................... BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

I chatted to one of the workers on the 
Open Reach cabinet at the crossroads.  
He was dealing with a baffling tangle of 
wires and assured me that the work 
they are doing on the cabinet opposite 
the Post Office means that households 
will have closer access to fibre.  My 
neighbour Sophie Wilson says that 
although the new cabinet is still not 
marked as accepting orders she now 
gets faster speeds so is clearly being 
fed from it.  If you want to check your 
own broadband speed (on a computer 
that is on wired network, not on wifi) 
visit: 
 http://speedtest.btwholesale.com/.   

So the latest technology is reaching us 
(slowly!). 

Turn to page  7  to read about a new 
way of producing old technology and 
the many hoops Jez Arnold had to go 
through to find the ultimate system for 
vinyl record enthusiasts.   

This issue also has the last of Arthur 
Tomlinson’s memoirs about Zimbabwe 
and how he and Ann left Africa to settle 
in Lode (see p10). 

The last bit of legal stuff relating to the 
Cycle Path should be completed by mid 
June so construction should begin in 
July for about 20 weeks.  So with a fair 
wind the first cyclists could be whizzing 
safely from Lode to Quy before the end 
of 2017. Fingers crossed!  

The big event for Lode and 
Longmeadow this month is the Fete on 
Sunday 18 June.  You now have your 
programme and can see that there is 
something for everyone to enjoy.  
Here’s hoping for a huge turnout. The 
Parish Council stall will have details of 
upcoming activity in the village and how 
to get involved. For example, you 
could join a group of enthusiastic 
singers to entertain us at the August 
Bank Holiday Picnic. Details on the stall 
or contact Julie Bristow on 
thebristow6@aol.com. 

Finally, thanks to Peter Swannell for 
managing the final intricacies of the 
Church Clock repair over the past few 
weeks.  The clock is now showing and 
chiming the right time – so we can all 
get to the Fête on time! 

Elizabeth Mitchell  

mailto:elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Lode%20Star%20magazine
mailto:lodestar.lode@btinternet.com
mailto:the.faulkners@btinternet.com
mailto:jeff.kempster@kempsteranddale.co.uk
mailto:info@burwellprint.co.uk
http://speedtest.btwholesale.com/
mailto:thebristow6@aol.com
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Lode Parish Council News 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN 
Robert Stevens ........... 811643 

51 Northfields 

Ian Faulkner ................ 811963 
28 Fairhaven Close 

Philip Lane................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell .. 07798 781367 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten ................. 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Rob Small .................... 812626  
32 High Street 

Meleena Walsh ........... 813664 
23 Northfields 

CLERK 
Jonathan Giles 07789 012 761 

86 High St., Bottisham CB25 9BA 
lodeparishclerk@gmail.com 

Our May meeting started with 
welcoming Ian Faulkner as our new 
Parish Councillor. A vacancy had 
existed since December and it had 
been difficult to find someone able and 
willing to fill it. We currently do not 
have a member from Longmeadow. 
However, all members have an equal 
responsibility for all parts of the parish, 
including Longmeadow, Fen Road and 
Lug Fen Droveway. 

Jeff Kempster, Chairman of Lode 
Tennis Club, gave a presentation 
about the desire of the Club for a new 
stronger and lower-maintenance fence 
around the Tennis Court. He hopes the 
members, who now number 97, will be 
able to raise the funds for it over the 
next few years. The Court was given to 
the Parish Council by Lord Fairhaven 

in 1996, and the Club has a formal 
agreement with the Council that the 
Club maintains it at its own expense. 
Jeff presented the Council with a 
cheque for £1,329 which repaid the 
outstanding amount owing after the 
new Pladek surface was put on the 
Court in 2015. 

Robert Stevens was elected as 
Chairman for the next year and it was 
proposed that a Vice Chairman could 
be chosen at any future meeting if he is 
absent. 

The County Council has been 
contacted several times over the past 
few months about the faulty interactive 
traffic light warning sign on Swaffham 
Road, which still has not been repaired. 
Work by the County Council on building 
the cycle path to Quy may be delayed 
on account of access to land in Quy for 
a building works compound. 

It was noted that we had received £914 
as our first payment of any Community 
Infrastructure Levy funding since such 
charges started in 2013.  This was 15% 
of the amount paid by a property owner 
or developer in the parish to the District 
Council. 85% of levies raised are kept 
for spending by the District and County 
Councils. 

The National Trust will be removing the 
low bars on the footpath gates at each 
end of the disused railway track. This 
had been requested several months 
ago to help disabled users. 
Unfortunately, an able-bodied resident 
received a badly broken elbow recently 
after tripping over one of them, and this 
has prompted the Trust to take prompt 
action. 

The Trust is trying to establish the legal 
status of their allotment land beside the 
cemetery car park to see if leasing or 
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Lode Charity 

Notice is given that the trustees of  
the Charity will meet during July.  

Retired persons who satisfy the 
residence qualification and students 

entering a higher level of education are 
eligible to apply for assistance.  

Further information is available from  

Arthur D Tomlinson 
Clerk to the Charity, 5 Mill Road 

Telephone C.811280 

selling it to the parish would be possible. 
The Parish Council already leases the 
Community Orchard behind it at a 
peppercorn rent. 

It was decided that the hundreds of 
thistles on the back part of the cricket 
field need to be eradicated, and this will 
hopefully be done soon. There are 
cricket matches in June for residents to 
enjoy. Bottisham and Lode Cricket Club 
will be playing against Chatteris on 10th, 
Ely on 17th and Milton on 24th. 

Further to our appeal in May's Lode 
Star, Liz King and Rob Small have 
kindly volunteered to be Tree Wardens 
for the parish. 

At a liaison meeting with the National 
Trust for the Wicken Fen Vision Area, 
dismay was expressed about the high-
rise and urban nature of some 6,500 
homes and other buildings proposed in 
an outline planning application for the 
Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield site. A 
further 3,000 homes are apparently 
being considered by other landowners 
nearer to the Cam. Lode Parish Council 
members intend to visit the site and 
make a response to this application.  

More public footpath pointers have been 
added to the Fen Rivers Way. This is to 
help ensure that walkers and their dogs 
keep to the flood bank and not venture 
near horses in the nearby fields. There 
have been problems with horses and 
their riders due to dogs straying off-lead. 
Dog owners could be prosecuted for any 
injuries. 

Several more improvements have been 
made to the Fassage Hall. External 
power sockets have been installed for 
outdoor events and the weatherboarding 
has been repainted and the changing 
room floors resurfaced. A cistern in the 
gents’ toilet has been modified to cure a 
condensation problem and to save water 
by only emptying after the basin taps 
have been used several times. 

The Hall in now in excellent order 
inside and out, thanks to local 
volunteers and tradesmen. 

The Play Area has had its annual 
ROSPA inspection. Since then, 
seeded soil has been put under the 
rocking horse to reduce the risk of 
tripping and the toddler swings raised 
slightly. The service gate at the 
northern end has been altered so it 
can only now be opened with a key. 
There are many gaps which have 
developed between the rubber 
matting throughout the play area 
which will need filling and sealing with 
rubber. We will now order the 
cantilever swing for the play area, and 
the rower and cross rider skier for the 
outdoor gym area near the table 
tennis table. 

Please note that our next meeting 
will be on 5 June  and not 12 June. 

This is because Jonathan has an 
engagement that week to accompany 
‘Princess Ida’ in Swaffham Bulbeck, 
which was arranged before he was 
appointed as our new Clerk. 

Robert Stevens 

http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html
mailto:lodeparishclerk@gmail.com
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continued on next page 

LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Lode WI welcomes visitors and  
prospective members.   

Try our meetings free of charge!    
Phone Angela Standley on C.812994   

for detai ls,  or just drop into Lode Chapel   
on the f i rst  Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm 

Jean Coxall welcomed members to the 
May meeting and proceeded with a 
small amount of business before 
handing over to Janet Aves who was 
our delegate at the Annual Council 
meeting at the Belfry Hotel, 
Cambourne.  After the AGM business 
the first speaker was Dr Emily 
Shuckburgh, a Climate Scientist at the 
British Antarctic Survey who spoke 
about the effects of global warming on 
the planet.  Her message was very 
clear that we have to look after our 
earth for the future generations.   Our 
second speaker was Alan Dedicoat, 
known as the Voice of the Balls and 
also an announcer on Strictly Come 
Dancing.  He always wanted to be a 
broadcaster and joined the BBC with 
local radio stations which led to several 
years with Pebble Mill at One and a 
fifteen year radio relationship with the 
late Sir Terry Wogan on his breakfast 
show.  He became the Voice of the 
Balls in 1994 and pointed out that as 
he is never seen he can go shopping 
without people recognising him.  A witty 
and well received talk. 

Janet also gave the report of some 
members going to Fulbourn WI where 
their guests were the St John’s Players, 
a well-known amateur group who are 
celebrating their 70

th
 birthday this year.  

The group was founded in 1947 by the 
Rev. Needham, Vicar of St John’s 
Church on Hills Road and then in 1992 
moved to the Townley Hall in Fulbourn.  
They perform on average two plays a 
year and finished their talk with a 
performance from the last act of Noel 
Coward’s play ‘Hay Fever’ earning 
much applause. 

Our speaker Luanne Hill began her talk 
by showing us a picture of a beautifully 
organised wardrobe – did any of ours 
look like it?   Luanne proceeded to 

show us how we 
should take a 
look and ‘audit 
our wardrobes’.    

Start by taking 
everything out including underwear, 
shoes, scarves and hats and lying it all 
on the bed, take four black bags 
labelled Charity, Alterations, Rubbish 
and Storage (things we can’t bear to 
part with).   Take a large glass of wine 
and some very happy music to get in 
the mood and think: 

 does it fit? 

 do I feel good in it?  

 am I comfortable in it? 

 does it suit my body shape?  

 does it fit my colouring? 

 does it fit my lifestyle?  

 do I actually like it?  
or was it a bargain? and  

 how many times have I worn it in the 
last year?  

Most of us actually only wear 20% of 
our wardrobe so 80% could be got rid 
of.    Luanne then went over the base 
items we should have and which 
should be best quality and can be 
accessorised to make different outfits.   

Don’t think one day it will come back in 
fashion or I WILL be slim enough, after 
which put back in your wardrobe in 
colours noting what goes with what.    
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continued on next page 

The Vinyl Countdown…  
I’ve been a big fan of vinyl records 
since my childhood. My first 7” single, 
Funky Gibbon by The Goodies, was 

bought for me by my 
parents from Millers 
in Cambridge.  

When I got into punk 
in my early teens 
I would spend my 
weekly dinner money 
on records, getting 

them delivered to a friend’s house so 
that my parents wouldn’t find out. This 
meant that the only way I could listen 
to them on a daily basis was to sneak 
downstairs before my parents got up 
in the morning and put on the 
headphones.  

The first time I became aware of a 
vinyl recorder system was when a 
YouTube video popped up on my 
Facebook feed earlier this year. At the 
time I wasn't aware that it was 
possible to cut vinyl records at home, 
I’ve looked into getting records 
pressed in the past but it proved to be 
too expensive, with pressing plants 
needing a minimum order of 500 or so 
plus, due to the resurgence of vinyl 

sales, most plants are tied up 
producing re-mastered releases of 
classic albums for the major labels.  

After a short period of deliberation I 
decided to go ahead and purchase the 
system and on finding an investor I 
sent an email to the address on the 
website. I’d heard from an online forum 
that the two German engineers 
(brothers no less) responsible for 
designing, building and selling the 
system were eccentric to say the least 
and that was soon proved true from the 
sometimes bizarre responses to my 
emails. I would ask many questions 
and the reply would be an unrelated 
question, or unrelated facts. It 
transpired that the designers had been 
messed around so many times in the 
past that they only sell to people that 
they have vetted and ultimately, like.  

Luanne was thanked by Jane 
Keighley for her very amusing and 
informative talk which has given 
us a lot to think about.   Now 
where are those four black 
bags?!! 

After refreshments members had 
full discussion on the two 
Resolutions to be voted on at the 
Annual General Meeting in 
Liverpool.   The resolutions 
covered were:  

 Alleviating Loneliness and  

 Plastic Soup: Keep microplastic fibres out 
of our oceans.    

A vote was taken and Lode WI was in 
favour of both of these. 

The raffle was won by Wendy Parrish and 
the meeting closed at 9.45 pm. 

JUNE MEETING:  
Wednesday 7 June 7.30pm Lode Chapel   
‘Healthwatch Cambridgeshire’ 
Competition: Health Tip. 
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After a couple of months I was given 
a date to travel to Germany to 
purchase and be trained on the 
system. I managed to persuade my 
lovely wife Corinne that she would like 
to travel with me, luckily she managed 
to get Jed to cover for her at the Post 
Office.  

Training day was to be Saturday, we 
left after Corinne closed the PO on 
Thursday lunchtime, driving to 
Folkestone and boarding the 
EuroTunnel to Calais, my first time on 
the car train and a very easy way to 
cross the Channel.  

From Calais we drove on to Reims in 
the Champagne region, loving the 
empty French toll roads. Friday saw 
two three hour drives on to 
Konigseggwald in southern Germany, 
with a stop for lunch in Kehl, just over 
the Rhine from Strasbourg.  

After a frustrating half hour being 
unable to reach our destination due 
some roads being closed, we arrived 
at the engineers’ workshop and from 
there we were taken to the hotel in 
the village. There were three others 
arriving for the training, so we had a 
meal at the hotel with them, then off 
to sleep and “dream of vinyl”.  

At 9am on the Saturday morning we 
assembled for breakfast and then 
training commenced at 10am at the 
workshop. 16 hours later, at 2am on 
Sunday morning, I was back at the 
hotel, extremely tired but the proud 
owner of a vinyl recording system.  

It was a very intensive day, only two 
short breaks for a pastry and then a 
sandwich. I don’t think I’ve ever been 
on my feet for so long, they ached for 
days.  

Corinne told me how she had been 
for a three hour walk, got slightly lost, 
been rained on and helped out to get 
back by some friendly locals. Sunday 

was a seven hour drive back to St 
Quentin in France then an anxious 
night’s sleep due to the car being 
parked outside the hotel with a boot 
full of equipment. Luckily all was intact 
in the morning and we arrived back in 
Lode mid-afternoon on Monday.  

It was quite a trip, 24 hours driving 
and 1,250 miles over four days, 
excluding the training day. The system 
is now set up and working perfectly, I’ll 
have a website up soon but in the 
meantime if you (or anyone you know) 
wants some music cut onto a vinyl 
record, please get in touch through 
Corinne in the Post Office at Lode, or 
through loderunnerstudio.co.uk. 

Jez Arnold 
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Thanks for Long Service 

The Parish Council made a presentation to 
Arthur Tomlinson at the Parish Council Open 

Meeting on 22 May which was attended by around 
twenty residents.   

On behalf of the current Parish Council and previous 
Chairmen who had contributed to the gifts, Bob Stevens 

thanked Arthur for his fifteen years of sterling service.  Arthur was 
presented with a selection of whiskey and the promise of a Garden 

Mirror (selected by Ann) which is on order but subject to long delays in 
delivery. 

Concerts are open to the public and 
held on the second Saturday of each 
month, with the exception of July and 

August, at Quy Village Hall and 
commence at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £6.00 available on the door    
For information  C.881049 or C.880522 

David Ingley 

Cambridge Electronic  
Organ Society       

Saturday 10 June 2017 

I am sure that many of you made your 
way to the main road on 1 May to 
continue the years old tradition of 
collecting your pennies from the Mayor 
of Cambridge only to find that that cars 
went through early at a good speed 
and did not stop anywhere on the way.       

A neighbour in Longmeadow went to 
the Fair and had a word with the 
Mayor who said that “they” had 
decided that it was not necessary any 
more.   

At least two of us have sent our 
comments to the Mayor’s office 
(please do so as the more we send the 
better) but as I write neither of us have 
had any response. 

This ceremony has been in practise for 
many hundreds of years when a penny 
to the poor was a lot of money.   

There are no pictures in the Local 
Lode Archives of the annual custom 
but as Coral Hatley points out  

“They would have been far too busy 
catching coins.  It was a bit of a bear 
pit - in all my school career at Lode I 
only caught two ship ha'pennies - 
spent at the shop before I got home.  It 
was known as 'Please sir pray sir' 
Day as that was what the children 
shouted as the cars passed in my 

Please Sir, Pray Sir Day – Reach Fair Monday 1 May 

Dad's time.  We never shouted as it 
was all over very quickly by the 
1950's.  Dad also remembered the 
mayor passing along the top road in a 
horse drawn carriage - must have been 
around 1930.” 

When I came to Longmeadow 55 years 
ago I was told by my mother-in-law to 
make sure that the tradition is carried 
on and I am pleased to say that at 
Longmeadow we had a large group of 
adults and children waiting only to be 
disappointed. 

Please let the Mayoral Office know 
your feelings so that we may get this 
tradition re-instated next year! 

Jean Coxall, Longmeadow 

http://loderunnerstudio.co.uk
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Memories of Zimbabwe 
The Final Chapter 

Arthur 
Tomlinson 

As our days in Zimbabwe were 
numbered I started to look in the 
vacancy section of The Times 
Educational Supplement.  Very quickly 
I was attracted by one which called for 
an officer to work for UCLES.  
Naturally I winged off an application 
but not feeling too sanguine about my 
chances.  Shortly thereafter a telegram 
arrived which merely said, ‘Phone the 
Syndicate noon your time Saturday. 
F Wild’.  When the call went through I 
was asked if I wanted the good news 
or the bad news.  Naturally the latter 
was chosen and the message was that 
there had been 500 applicants for the 
post and I had not been successful.  
Turning to the former, Dr Wild 
explained that he had approached the 
Council of the Senate and it had been 
agreed that a new post could be 
created within the UCLES 
establishment.  He advised that there 
was a short list of one and that I was at 
the top of it.   Bliss. 

Plans to emigrate were rapidly put into 
place and we returned to England 
feeling sad that we were leaving such 
a wonderful country peopled on the 
whole by really lovely people, which 
had been ruined by politicians.  

We arrived back in the UK shortly 
before New Year’s Eve 1982 and 
looked forward to our future in 
Cambridge.  

What I had not been told was that the 
appointments’ committee had to 
confirm me in the position.  The 
interview involved an hours grilling by 
about a dozen Syndics sitting in a semi 
circle.  Fortunately the questions were 
focused mainly on my Zimbabwe 
experiences.  

Dr Wild, after the interview, welcomed 
me to the staff.  Life then rapidly 
moved into fast forward as it was 
necessary to arrange accommodation. 
Fortunately a University flat had 
become vacant and by mid-afternoon I 
was able to phone Ann to give her the 
gladsome news that I had a job and 
somewhere to live. 

Whilst I was so involved, one of the 
officers whom we had entertained sent 
one of his junior staff out to visit all the 
estate agents to collect details of all 
houses for sale.  It appeared that the 
housing market was recovering from a 
time when prices had been depressed 
and were just showing signs of 
recovery.  Before going to supper I sat 
on the bed and put the details in three 
piles the first worth a look, the second 
maybe worth a look and the last having 
no chance usually because they were 
too costly.   

One house did catch my eye but it fell 
into the too costly group. Funnily 
enough directly Ann saw it she was 
attracted to it also.  In Zimbabwe we 
had lived in an area where plots were 
no smaller than an acre in size and 
there were six designs with no two 
neighbouring properties the same, so 
naturally we were disappointed when 
visiting the various villages to find that 
all the houses looked the same with 
the only difference being the colour of 
the garage door.   

After many abortive visits to estate 
agents and surrounding villages we 
arranged to visit the house which 
appeared to be attractive but too costly 
to get it out of our systems.   

To cut a long story short we were so 
taken by the house and Lode, an offer 
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continued on next page 

was made and this led to our moving 
into the village May 1983. 

Initially, as the officer in charge was 
retiring, I had been appointed to 
oversee the construction of what 
became named as the Frank Wild 
building, an extension which runs 
along the boundary of Harvey Road. 

From this early start I was seen to be 
the person who could absorb 
increased responsibility.  The first of 
these was to be appointed subject 
officer for Physical Education subjects 
and ultimately chairman of examiners 
in these subjects for the Midlands 
Examining Group.  In their wisdom 
successive governments have 
interfered in the examinations process 
which has led to a reduction in the 
number of boards offering 
examinations.  In time UCLES 
absorbed some six of these boards.  

Possibly the strangest decision made 
by Westminster was that GCE and 
CSE should be amalgamated into the 
GCSE.  This made the setting of 
examinations to test the most able to 
the least able most difficult in the 
extreme.   

The other responsibility which I took 
over was Controller of Central 
Services.  A staff over 80 ensured that 
the office continued to run smoothly 
with a wide range of responsibility 
from secretarial support through to 
buildings maintenance.  

Even in this life there were moments 
which brought back memories of Zim. 
On one occasion, being responsible 
for cheating cases I was advised that 
a candidate who had been studying at 
a overseas crammer college was 
suspected of having advanced 
knowledge of the questions. 
Fortunately as the subject he was 
sitting was multiple choice, he was 
given a specially doctored paper and 

guess what, as Eric Morecambe would 
have said, ‘He knew all the right 
answers but not necessarily in the 
right order’.  Naturally he failed and 
banned from all future exams.   

As mentioned above, a number of 
exam groups were absorbed by 
UCLES which led to it being top heavy 
with senior managers.  It was decided 
that this number should be reduced 
and so offers of early retirement were 
made.  I was given an offer I could not 
refuse.  In my retiring valedictory 
speech I thanked the director who had 
been a thorn in my side throughout the 
15 years of employment for paying me 
the greatest compliment of my working 
life.  He had found it necessary to 
replace me as Controller by four extra 
members of staff.  In the first years of 
driving to work was nothing short of a 
pleasure, but in later years with the 
journey taking over an hour it was far 
from pleasurable.  The greatest 
pleasure at this time was driving into 
Lode after a rather stressful week. 

Funnily enough retirement was even 
more challenging as Ann continued to 
work and so I took on the role of house 
husband.  Over the next two years 
I became an expert at washing and 
ironing, cleaning, cooking and a 
myriad of the many tasks which 
ensure that a house runs smoothly.  

Over the two years I regularly nagged 
Ann (even that skill was learned) to 
stop work so we could enjoy 
retirement and take off at any time.  
Eventually she gave in and retired.  
We then immediately went back to Zim 
for a six-week holiday staying with 
family and friends.   

We have been in regular contact with 
friends in Southern Africa who give an 
update on affairs in Zim.  The extract 
from the latest shows we were 
sensible to leave when we did.  It 
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says, “The banks have run out of cash 
and outside the Post Office Savings 
Bank where many pensioners and civil 
servants have accounts, at least a 
hundred people stand in a winding 
queue across the car park.  They are 
waiting to try and withdraw their own 
money from the bank but every day 
they are told: try tomorrow, the same 
thing all the banks are saying.  36 years 
after Independence Zimbabwe doesn’t 
even have its own currency and now 
we’ve run out of real US dollar bank 
notes: our own US dollar bank notes 
that we deposited in our own accounts.  
Everyone’s asking: where’s our money 
gone?” 

Outside the supermarket dozens of 
people stand in a queue, not for food 
but to try and withdraw cash by using 
their bank swipe cards.  There are 
more people outside than inside the 
supermarkets where the shelves are 
groaning but wait, look closer: 36 years 
after Independence 80% of the food we 
eat is imported from South Africa.  
Some is repackaged into Zimbabwean 
bags but no one is fooled.   

On the pavements people with O 
Levels, A levels and University degrees 
sell tomatoes, onions, bananas, air 
time, clothes, cell phones, watches and 
more.  They don’t do it because they 
want to but because there are no jobs.  
36 years after Independence an 
estimated 90% of Zimbabweans are 
unemployed.   

I meet a friend and he shows me the 
demands being made by the crèche his 
four year old son attends.  When 
schools re-open in a fortnight the fees 
have gone up by 150% and along with 
the money he must also bring: 2kgs of 
rice; 2 litres of cooking oil; 4kgs of 
sugar; 1 packet of toilet paper; 500g of 
sweetened coffee creamer powder.   

36 years after Independence in a 
country where the President promised 
free education for all, this is the reality 
on the ground. 

Shortly after our return from the Zim 
holiday the Lode Star seeking a new 
clerk was delivered.  I said that could 
be a fun job and immediately forgot all 
about it.  A month later Ann said, “You 
haven’t heard anything”.  After much 
head scratching the penny dropped 
and I said, “I did not apply”.  At that 
moment a flyer came through the door 
and the Lode Star arrived both of 
which stressed the importance of 
finding a replacement for Peter 
Swannell.  An application was 
submitted; an invitation to attend an 
interview received and the rest is 
history.   

Of all the roles I have played this one 
proved to be the most complex but 
also extremely rewarding.  It is my 
proud boast that I never missed a 
meeting in 15 years.  My third hip 
replacement just happened to fall 
during August when there was no 
meeting.   

During the 15 years a considerable 
amount of time was spent on such 
items as a remembrance wall for 
cremated remains and a row of pylons 
proposed for installation across the 
fen.   

The most contentious and rowdy 
meeting, however, was the proposal to 
hold the Lodestar Festival.  My heart 
went out to the two District Councillors 
who came under direct and noisy 
attack.  The incident reminded me of 
an occasion when in my first year as a 
qualified teacher  I had to save a 
teacher from a rather noisy class.  It 
always helps to have a loud voice.  
The past 15 years have absolutely 
flown by. 

Arthur Tomlinson 
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LODE HALF MARATHON AND  
THREE MILE FAMILY FUN RUN  
(ARC Race Permit No. 17/267) 

** CHIP TIMING FOR BOTH HALF MARATHON AND FUN RUN ** 

The Seventh Lode Half Marathon is fast approaching and this year our charity is 
the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre at Huntingdon (charity no. 800849).   Over the 
last six years we have had great support and raised over £15,000 for charity and 
local causes.   

ENTRY is now open so if you are a runner please get your entry in as soon 
as possible.  If you are not a runner but would like to help with stewarding 
please get in touch.  

It is being held on Sunday 5th November 2017 at 10am - our race HQ is 
the Fassage Hall in Lode.  The Family Fun Run will start at 10.15am.    

The course is flat and takes you from Lode village, along the Lodes Way to 
Wicken Fen and back, with water stations along the way.  Trophies will be 
awarded and each runner who completes the course will receive a medal. 

See our website for further details and on-line booking form - 
www.loderunners.co.uk, or contact Tessa Shrubbs on C.811812 or email: 
lodefarm@aol.com. 

Many thanks to the following companies who are sponsoring this year’s event:                              
Mead Construction & Plant Hire from Swaffham Prior, Bush Sales, Tesco, and 

Bottisham Village Stores. 

BOTTISHAM 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 

Recent statistics showing comparison 
with the previous year show that we 
have improved in nearly all sections. 
Thank you to all who support us. 

Tony Jolley has written a 
comprehensive history of Bottisham 
Recreation Ground and a copy is 
available to borrow from our local 
studies section. 

Conflicting reports in the media last 
week – on Breakfast TV I heard that 
sales of e-readers are continuing to 
fall and the sale of books has 
increased. The papers next day 

reported that the sale of box sets is 
killing off the novel and the 7% 
increase in book sales was due to diet 
books, cookery books, biographies 
and adult colouring books. 

Our book sale on the Triangle (mini 
market with WI cakes and Gardening 
Club plants) went well and we raised 
over £120 for our funds. Thanks to 
those who donated books, helped on 
the day and purchased books. We 
appreciate those who made donations 
to us too.  We feel that by keeping our 
prices low (50p per book and also 
offering ‘buy two get one free’) we 
create a lot of good will. Thank you.  

Sylvia Overton 

http://www.loderunners.co.uk
mailto:lodefarm@aol.com
http://www.mead-construction.co.uk
http://www.bushsales.co.uk/
http://www.tesco.com/
http://www.nisalocally.co.uk/store/b-singh-sunner-12-high-st-cambridge
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Lode Village 
Fête 2017 

Sunday 18 June  
in the Fassage  
12 noon – 4pm 

Another fun-packed day is 
planned for the summer fete with 

stalls, displays, dog show, 
games, tea and cakes, 

Newmarket Town band and 
Scotty’s Circus Workshop to 

guarantee a lively occasion. 
Contact  

chrisjking56@gmail.com  

BOTTISHAM  
& DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 

Yes, it happened again. Our 
advertised speaker for April, Polly 
Howatt on ‘Everything but the Squeal: 
food and folklore in the Fens’, was 
taken ill and at short notice our 
programme secretary, Eve Cassidy, 
had to find another replacement. 
Thankfully Michelle Bullivant very ably 
stepped into the breach. Her talk was 
entitled ‘The Lost Watermills of 
Cherry Hinton’. Michelle works as an 
archaeologist for Cambridge City 
Council, working on the Marshall’s site 
excavating those trenches we could 
see from the Newmarket Road. She is 
also a local historian living in Cherry 
Hinton. She had heard that there may 
be water mills in Cherry Hinton, a rare 
thing in this dry, flat area, and decided 
to investigate further. The Domesday 
Book showed four mills in the area: 
windmills came in 100 years after the 
Domesday Book so they must be 
watermills. After much research and 
with the help of Lottery Heritage 
money and children from local 
schools, excavations were carried out 
in the grounds of Cherry Hinton Hall, 
where they found evidence of a water 
mill and later realised that outside the 
front door of the Hall was an actual 
millstone. This millstone has now been 
moved and is now used as a seat in 
the grounds. She also gave us advice 
on how to research local history in our 
own area. It was a fascinating talk and 
we hope she comes back to tell us 
more. 

At the foot of these articles there is 
usually a link to our web page. Sadly, 
Microsoft, which was our provider and 
hosted the site, has decided to 
discontinue this service and we, in 
turn, have decided not to continue 

publishing a web page at the moment. 
We have a list of members and those 
who have given us email addresses 
will be kept informed via email. Please 
contact me if you wish your email 
address to be added to the list. We 
also have our village magazines and 
we are grateful to them for providing 
reports and information on forthcoming 
events such as the Annual Village 
Show. 

On 20 June we will be visiting Denston 
Hall Gardens, near Wickhambrook for 
our evening outing, and on 12 July our 
day trip will take us to Capel Manor 
Gardens. If you are interested in 
joining us for this trip, please contact 
Peter Bullock on C.811716.  

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary 
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The variable May weather caught us 
out on our School Sponsored Fun Run, 
held in aid of Water Aid. The whole 
school walked down to the Denny, 
arranged themselves on picnic 
blankets and then were promptly 
rained on by an unexpectedly heavy 
shower. After some excitement running 
to the Cricket Pavilion and sheltering 
inside, normal proceedings resumed 
and the run commenced! 

Despite the soggy grass, the children 
rose to the challenge with grit and 
determination. Even the youngest 
children managed 3 laps of the Denny, 
with the longest distance being 11 
laps. The route was measured 
beforehand, with 5 laps being 
equivalent to 1 mile. Many of the 
children would have continued running 
further had we let them! The sponsor 

money is still being collected but we 
expect it to be an impressive sum.  

May also featured SATs tests for our 
Year 6s (age 10-11). Staff and parents 
did an outstanding job of keeping the 
children calm and relaxed through a 
tiring week, with lots of outdoor games 
in between the tests. Year 1s and Year 
2s (age 5-7) also have national SATs 
tests, but these are done even more 
gently so that the young children just 
see them as a normal part of their 
school week. 

I represented the school at the Parish 
Council AGM, giving our regular annual 
report. It was lovely to see so many of 
the village there, and to have the 
chance to thank the village as a whole 
for its support of our school.   

News from  
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School 
School Office : 01223 811595 or office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 
chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

Village Freecycle 
If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14th of each month by phone 
(C.813362), drop a note through the letter box at 23 Longmeadow or email 
jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk   Please let me know if you would like anything repeating in 
subsequent issues.   Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.    

Please can you contact the offers after the 1st of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Offered 

 HP Genuine ink cartridges No 363, 1 x Cyan, 2 x 

Light Cyan, 2 x Yellow, , 3 x Light Magenta.           
Christopher 01223 811501 

 Cast iron mangle, has been outdoors for a few years 

but could be restored. Could be used as a garden 
feature.                            Helen or Ian 01223 813962 

 Plastic plant pots, various sizes; Desktop computer 
without hard drive, 64-bit, 4GB memory, processor 
Intel Core 2 Quad CPU @ 2.4 GHz;  will boot from 
external drive, eg USB.        Bob or Nicky C.813592 

 

Wanted 

 Wire hanging baskets;  
Fibre (not plastic!) wall plugs 
(rawlplugs), sizes no.8 or no.10.  

Bob or Nicky C.813592 

 Your old light fittings, brown 
Bakelite switches, iron conduit 
and switches, bulb holders and 
holders;   Sheets and bits of 
Bakelite;   Postcard rack 
(carousel if possible).           

George 07895 064 727 

mailto:chrisjking56@gmail.com
mailto:office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
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The Studios are open on both 
Saturdays and Sundays between 11am 
and 6pm on the days indicated.   
The full Guide can be accessed and 
downloaded via website  
http://www.camopenstudios.co.uk 

166 Matthew Blakely  
Functional pots and exhibition pieces 
9 Abbey Lane, Lode    
Earthy wood-fired stoneware and richly glazed 
translucent porcelain pots ranging from mugs to large 
decorative pieces.   Weekends :8/9 July & 15/16 July 
 
165 Rebecca-Anne and Denise Boldra  
Silver, Swarovski crystal 
The Robinson Room, Anglesey Abbey 
Contemporary silversmithing and jewellery. Flowing 
silversmithing designs and sparkling Swarovski crystals 
in semi-precious jewellery.  
Weekends :8/9 July & 15/16 July 
 
167a Heidi Lichterman Woven textiles & paintings 
123 High Street, Bottisham, CB25 9BA 
Ikat-dyed, handwoven wall hangings, elegant silk 
scarves and shawls. I will also have new abstract 
paintings evoking the fens.   
Weekends :8/9 July & 15/16 July 
 
167b Claire Howieson  
Jeweller, silversmith, goldsmith 
123 High Street, Bottisham, CB25 9BA 
Individually designed and handmade contemporary 
jewellery in silver and gold, incorporating freshwater 
pearls, precious and semi-precious stones.   
Weekends :8/9 July &  15/16 July 
 
167c Jeremy Nicholls   Decorative woodwork 
123 High Street, Bottisham, CB25 9BA 
Jewellery boxes, mirrors and small pieces of furniture 
in wood, with original decorative paintings on metal 
leaf. Some separate paintings on panels.   
Weekends :8/9 July &  15/16 July 
 
168 Mary Jane Montgomerie House   
Oil, ink, watercolour 
101 High Street, Swaffham Bulbeck  
Exploration of time and space depicted in vibrant oil, 
ink, watercolour and textile, with linked poetical text, in 
a medieval cottage.   
Weekends :15/16 July &  22/23 July 
 
169 Jamie Sugg 
Acrylic and watercolour paintings 
Downing Farm, Station Road, Swaffham Bulbeck,  
Acrylic and watercolour paintings depicting the fens 
and East Anglian landscapes; bold and expressive. 
Weekends :15/16 July &  22/23 July 

LOCAL ARTISTS 

Saturday 8 July at 7.30pm 
Church of St Mary, Quy 

A Celebration of 
Britain and Europe 

With Britain on the verge of a 
new relationship with the 
countries of continental Europe, 
join the Cantilena Singers for a 
summer evening exploring the 
rich musical tradition that has 
bound us together for more 
than 500 years, from the early 
Renaissance music of Josquin 
des Prez to the plainsong-
inspired music of Maurice 
Duruflé some half a millennium 
later, by way of the English 
Tudor period and the Romantic 
part songs of 19th century 
England and Germany 

Programme to include: 
    Josquin des Prez –  
El Grillo (The Cricket) 

    Byrd – This sweet and merry 
month of May, Though Amaryllis 

dance in green 

    Passereau –  
Il est bel et bon 

    Clara Schumann – Abendfeier in 
Venedig 

    Rheinberger – Abendlied 

    Elgar – My love dwelt in a 
northern land, As torrents in 

summer 

    Stanford – Shall we go dance?, 
Heraclitus, When Mary through the 

garden went 

    Duruflé – Notre Père 

    Finzi – My spirit sang all day 

Director Daniel Spreadbury 

Refreshments available. 

Tickets £10 (free admission 
for under 18s) on the door or 

contact  
Caille Sugarman-Banazsak 

C.813918 
www.cantilenasingers.org 
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RENEW Church Services in June 2017 

We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services 
which are held at Bottisham Primary School unless otherwise stated.   

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

Please note the change of timings for our Morning Worship.  
We will meet from 10.10 for refreshments and chat,  

before beginning our service at 10.30am 
 
Sunday 4 June Morning Worship 10.30am  
Sunday 11 June  Morning Worship 10.30am Followed by shared lunch  
  Evening Worship  6.20pm at Lode Chapel 
Sunday 18 June Morning Worship 10.30am     
Sunday 25 June Morning Worship 10.30am 
 Evening Worship 6.20pm  at Lode Chapel 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW please contact: 
Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com 

Or visit our website at https://renewchurch.org.uk/ 

continued on next page 

Come and See … 
I sometimes come across people who 
have heard of RENEW but are not sure 
what it is or where it is. 

RENEW is a church; a community of 
people drawn from Bottisham, Lode, 
Swaffham Bulbeck, Swaffham Prior, 
Quy and Burwell, who believe in Jesus 
Christ and want to follow him. 

RENEW is also a great place to 
discover Jesus for yourself, you don’t 
have to be a Christian to come along; 
you may be searching for answers in 
life, for meaning, for purpose. You may 
have suffered pain through 
circumstances and storms of life, there 
is a place at RENEW for you. Indeed, 
RENEW is a community of people just 
like you, people who have experienced 
the highs and lows of life and have 
realised that faith in Jesus and the 
reality of His presence with them is 
what gives the joy, peace, meaning and 
purpose to life. 

The best way to find out about us is to 
‘come and see’ and you are very 
welcome, every Sunday morning 

10.30am ‘til 12 noon at Bottisham 
Primary School. 

Breakfast (croissants, pastries, fruit, 
tea, coffee, juice) is available from 
10.10am and on the second Sunday of 
each month we have ‘bring & share’ 
lunch after the service. 

Our sung worship has a contemporary 
style and our preaching aims to 
prepare the congregation to live for 
Jesus in every part of their lives, and 
join in the mission of God in the world. 

We have all ages represented at 
RENEW and our services include 
groups for children and youth. 

I know how hard it is to go to a new 
church for the first time, but I promise 
you, a warm welcome awaits you; step 
over the threshold and before long 
you’ll have a cuppa in your hand and 
you might even find you already 
recognise people from your village in 

http://www.camopenstudios.co.uk
http://www.cantilenasingers.org
mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
https://renewchurch.org.uk/
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our congregation. If you are reading this 
thinking, ‘I might go along to RENEW 
sometime’, we are praying for you.  
‘Come and see’ - be the answer to our 
prayers. 

Check out our website 
renewchurch.org.uk or our Facebook 
page @renewchurch1, and feel free to 

call me on C.812558 or email me 
alan.brand@renewchurch.org.uk if 
you would like more information or 
would like to meet to talk further about 
any matters of life or faith. 

Come and See,    
 Revd. Alan Brand 
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continued on next page 

MARK TOWRISS BURSARY FUND UPDATE  
by Ute Towriss 

Family Medicine is growing - and our contribution too 

10 Family Doctors in 
Training  (5 scholars in 2nd Year;  

5 scholars in 1st Year) 

3 Family Doctors now qualified and 
working  

Over  £88,000 raised in total 

Thank you dear Donors  
Thank you dear Family Doctors for 

taking up this great challenge  

 For two weeks in February this year I 
visited an inspiring, vibrant and 
dedicated group of doctors engaged in 
Kenyan Family Medicine.  

With Dr Bruce Dahlman (Medical 
Director of Family Medicine at 
Kabarak) and ex-Cambridge GP 
Robert Dobler (photographer), we 
travelled many miles along large 
stretches of rutted roads under the 
strong equatorial sun, passing tea 
plantations, paddy fields and bustling 
towns, to reach the outlying hospitals 
and meet our Towriss Bursary 
Scholars - and others.  

These district hospitals are the last 
bastions of precious medical care - 
deeper in the countryside there are 
only nurses, clinical officers and 
traditional healers.  

There had been a doctors strike in 
Kenya for the last two months and the 
Mission hospitals were overwhelmed 
by patients unable to get care in 
government hospitals. Despite this, we 
were given time and shown gracious 
hospitality - and even gained access to 
the wards to witness our Bursary 
scholars at work at Tenwek, Kijabe and 
Chogoria and the government hospital 
of Longisa, now run by our fine ex-
Bursary Scholar Dr Kibet (who had kept 
the hospital open throughout the 
strike). 

These students 
are working 
hard! both in 
the classroom 
and in hospital. 
The 4-year 
course is very 
demanding, for 
it aims to 
provide them 
with the wide 
variety of skills needed as a doctor who 
may not have anywhere to refer a very 
sick patient. They will be presented 
with many emergencies. I was 
impressed by the imaginative and 
practical forms of both summative and 
formative assessment being developed 
to support this training.  

These doctors come not only from 
Kenya but also from the war ravaged 
countries of Burundi, Sudan and DR 
Congo. Their stories and compassion 
for their fellow human beings was 
deeply moving.  

Dr Moussa and Dr Gad (Class 2016) 
and Dr Boaz (Class 2015) at 
Chogoria Hospital  with Ute  
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at Lode Chapel  
on Thursdays in term time 

9.30am-11.00am 

£1 contribution per family  
per session 

littlelodemonkeys@gmail.com 

LITTLE 
LODE 
MONKEYS 
Fun and 
activities for 
you and your 
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Litein was the smallest and most 
remote rural hospital we visited and 
has yet to benefit from having Family 
Doctors in training, though they would 
very much like to have them. It  has 
over the years grown through the 
dedicated work of its hospital 
management and strong local 
community - and they have so very 
little. Yet it captured our hearts with its 
generosity and vitality.  

I left promising myself that I would do 
whatever I could to ensure that Kenya 
would have enough Family Doctors for 
Litein too.  

We will be offering a further five 
Scholarships for the next two years, 
alongside the ten who are now in Year 
1 and 2 of their 4-year training.  

In order to accomplish this: 

we will still need to raise £10,000  to 
fund  £2,200 per scholar per year. 

This covers 66% of fees for 20 
Bursary Scholars. This is over and 

above an annual donation of 
£10,000 promised for the next five 

years.     

The Growth of 
Family Medicine in 

Kenya 

A talk by Ute Towriss 

with beautiful pictures of 
Kenya, its people and life in 
and around rural hospitals 

Friday  7 July, 7.30pm 

The School Hall 
84 High St  Swaffham Bulbeck 

Cambridge CB25 0LX 

This talk is a thank you to all 
the those in the Bottisham 
Medical Practice area and 

beyond who have supported 
this fund 

The Mark Towriss Bursary 
Fund 

for further information email 
uvt.tow@gmail.com  

01223 354137 
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Public 
Transport 
Matters 

Travel on the local 10 bus can be quite 
entertaining sometimes.  Recently 
travelling into Cambridge the driver was 
zooming along the A1303 when 
suddenly he let out a loud gasp of horror 
as he realised that he had gone past the 
turning for Quy!  We all wondered what 
he would do!  He drove to the 
roundabout, turned all round it and 
then  went back to The Missing Sock 
and turned left.  Unusually, there was 
no-one waiting at any of the three bus 
stops.  I mentioned this, as I got off the 
bus, and he said that if he hadn’t gone 
back there would certainly have been 
cross people there!  I have discovered 
that you do need to press the bell hard 
as some of them don’t seem to connect 
very well.  I got carried on past the 
Maids Causeway stop to the next stop 
and it was quite a trek back.  I have 
heard other similar stories.   

Announcements on buses to help 
partially sighted and blind people are 
under consideration for 
development.   There has been a bus 
fares increase.  Andy Campbell says 
that he knows that this isn’t popular but 
it is necessary and that they have been 
assessed as offering the lowest bus 
fares of any operator in the UK.  Bus 
travel remains a greener and cheaper 
option than commuting by car.  There 
are several different tickets 
available.  The rise in fares covers new 
buses, smart ticketing, mobile ticketing, 
contactless payments and a 
smartphone app. that allows people to 
track where the bus is.  You get 2.4 
days of free travel when you purchase 
an online monthly Xtracard.  There 
continue to be lots of complaints 
regarding the new station layout and 
facilities at Cambridge.   

The Cambridge News letters and online 
messaging people are getting quite 
cross!  Now there are also complaints 
about the timetables and running of the 
trains at the new £50 million Cambridge 
North station.  See the web for 
details.  You can book on-line.  It seems 
there will not be a staffed ticket office 
just machines. Many services 
apparently require a change at 
Cambridge station or else there is a 
delay as trains are joined to other 
carriages.  The three-platform station 
opened on 21 May if their forecast is 
correct.  It will serve the science park 
and surrounding villages.  There is a 
fast train per hour from Ely to London 
off-peak.  Built by Network Rail, it is 
being managed by Greater Anglia.  It is 
hoped that it will ease the 11 million a 
year footfall at the city’s main station.   

Great Northern has introduced its new 
train fleet – air conditioning now and 
soon to come - on-board information 
systems also power points at every pair 
of seats.  It remains to be seen exactly 
how these new trains and timetables 
work out.  Crossrail 2 is not expected to 
be completed until the early 2030s as it 
is still in the development stage but it is 
anticipated that it could provide a 
service from Cambridge to Portsmouth 
with a new tunnel under London.  It 
could link with the HS2 at Euston.  It will 
boost jobs and could also help the 
housing market.   

Our new mayor, James Palmer, speaks 
of improving local transport links.  This 
will be monitored!  Dial a Ride has been 
mentioned but we need a decent rural 
service too.  A local councillor suggests 
that we could copy the metro system in 
Barcelona.   

I mentioned the freight train from China 
along the Silk Route recently and there 
has now been a return journey.  The 
train was laden with whisky, soft drinks, 
baby products and vitamins.  It departed 

mailto:littlelodemonkeys@gmail.com
mailto:uvt.tow@gmail.com


LODE  22  STAR 

 

Swaffham 
Bulbeck 
Summer 
Theatre  

is proud to present  
Gilbert & Sullivan's comic masterpiece 

'Princess Ida'  
n the wonderful 'Theatre in a Barn', 
Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck, 

Cambridge CB25 0NW 

Wednesday 14 June  at 7.30pm - £8 

Thursday 15 June  at 7.30pm - £9 

Friday 16 June  at 7.30pm - £10 

Saturday 17 June at 2.30pm - £7  
and 7.30pm - £10. 

Tickets are available via our website, 
www.sbsummertheatre.com  
or by contacting Caille Peri on 

sbst.tickets@gmail.com  
or 07541 554845.   

For further information about the show 
please contact Ruth Dennis on  

01638 730659. 

Princess Ida synopsis 

Princess Ida and Prince Hilarion were 
betrothed when they were babies. 
Twenty years have passed and the 
time has come for Hilarion to claim his 
bride. She, however, has other ideas 
and has set up a women’s only 
university where men are not allowed. 
A feud between the two families 
occurs and there are threats of war if 
the Princess does not comply.  

Further complications arise when 
Hilarion and his two friends dress up 
as women and climb into the 
university.  

Love triumphs in the end as the 
families attack each other before 
coming to a peaceful solution.  

on 27 April from Stanford-le-Hope in 
Essex on a 7,500 mile journey to Yiwu 
passing through France, Belgium, 
Germany, Poland, Belarus, Russia and 
Kazakhstan to reach China. 

Scrapping first class rail travel (on 
London Commuter trains) is under 
consideration to ease 
congestion.  People are forced to stand 
in other carriages.  Property prices 
have been hit along the routes of 
Southern Rail due to the strikes.  There 
was a government scheme to expand 
smart ticketing across the country but 
due to a low take-up it is being 
abandoned.  Costs of the scheme had 
doubled.  Only 8% of season tickets 
into London were logged on smart 
cards and the government’s target had 
been 95%.  The subject has been 
raised again of the fact that foreign 
firms control 75% of Britain’s 
railways.  Apparently HS2 could be 
part-run by SNCF, the French 
company.  Lots of different power 
solutions for trains are under 
consideration – battery power, 
Hydrogen power, liquefied natural 
gas.  However, 22 electrification 
programmes are due to be completed 
between 2017 and 2024 under current 
plans. 

I am never quite sure what is covered 
by the term ‘public transport’.   We have 
just had  Ferry Fortnight.  I have many 
happy memories of all the ferry 
journeys we have made and much 
regretted the closure of the DFDS 
services from Harwich.  They still have 
a service from Newcastle to Amsterdam 
and across the channel.  Brittany 
Ferries offer good services to France 
and Spain.  Shearings offer good coach 
service holidays in the UK and abroad. 

Happy travelling!               Paddy James 

Rail travel: 03457 48 49 50 
traveline info: 0871 200 22 33 
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Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen 
News and Events — June 2017 

Howard Cooper 
Communications Officer  01353 720274  

Well the day has finally arrived and 
Richard Todd, our Head Gardener 
(and Lode resident) has finally hung-
up his trowel and retired.  The hand of 
Richard can be seen wherever you 
look in the gardens and after 43 years 
dedicated service, we all wish him a 
long, happy and healthy retirement.  
We also look forward to welcoming 
Richard’s successor, Andrew Myson, 
later this month. 

The Restaurant is now serving a 
range of hot meals designed for 
young children. Hot food will also be 
served from 11.30 in the morning until 
2.30pm. Hopefully the earlier start will 
meet the needs of those visitors who 
like to eat slightly earlier, and help 
reduce ques at peak periods. 

The gardens are looking truly 
amazing, especially the Herbaceous 
Border, Rose Garden and wildflower 
meadows. It’s hard to fathom but June 
is one of our quietest months for 
visitors (the same is true for most 
visitor attractions in Cambridge) yet 
the gardens are at their brilliant best. 

From June and throughout the 
Summer the House is hosting a 
history season.  This will focus on the 
activities that went on during the 
summer, particularly Lord Fairhaven’s 
passion for racing and his guests, 
including members of the Royal 
Family. 

At Wicken Fen we’re delighted to 
welcome Sarah Smith, as our new 
General Manager. Sarah joins us from 
the Wildlife Trust, where she was 
heavily involved in the Great Fen 
Project, a similar landscape 
restoration project, similar to our own 
Wicken Fen Vision.   

Talking of the Vision we have recently 
completed the purchase of a further 
eight acres of land, which adjoins our 
existing land holding at Tubney Fen. 

The summer holidays are rapidly 
approaching and tickets for our 
summer holiday activities are now on 
sale.  Please visit the Wicken website 
at www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-
fen for full details and tickets. 

The Parish Council visited the old 
Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield 
which were vacated by the Army a 
few years ago. The site was used as 
a training area for the Royal 
Engineers.  It is huge—716 acres with 
a 20 acre artificial lake, a runway and 
thousands of trees.   

We wanted to see it, as it is our 
neighbouring parish, and Lode Fen 
borders the river Cam on the South 
East.  

Visit to Waterbeach Barracks 

The 20-year plan is to build 6,500 
dwellings, three primary schools, one 
secondary school, a surgery, shops, 
cafes and restaurants, a lakeside hotel 
and a nursing home. 

There will be cycle paths into 
Cambridge, and bus links to Cambridge 
North station and the Science Park. 
This will depend on A10 regeneration 
plans due out in July.  

continued on next page 

http://www.sbsummertheatre.com
mailto:sbst.tickets@gmail.com
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wicken-fen
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Dear Friends, 

We hope this finds you well and enjoying the Spring 
now that it has finally arrived!  

We have been busy as usual here at Queens Court, 
film afternoons, our usual array of games, 
entertainment and socialising. Elvis has been in the 
building, we have ongoing furniture restoration and 
gardening projects too and we are all looking forward 
to being able to spend more time outside as the 
weather continues to improve.  

We have three upcoming events in June and August, 
for you to add to your diaries.  

Top of the list is our first Table-Top Jumble Sale of 
the year on Sunday 11 June from 10.00 to 13.00.  

We are happy to accept any quality items and 
clothing as donations for our ongoing fundraising or 
alternatively you may be interested in booking a table 
to sell your own items from for £10.00 for the 
morning. Tables are limited and are on a first come 
first served basis.  

Our Second Event promises to be a day packed with 
nostalgia and hopefully lots of fun.  Friday 16 June 
is National Care Homes Open Day from 10.30 to 
15.00. We have been busy planning a 1940s themed 
day. We hope to see as many of you as possible, 
1940s outfits are optional (but welcome).  

We hope to have a day filled with music, dancing and 
memorabilia. Weather permitting we shall lunch in 
the style of a good old fashioned street party too.  
The staff are all looking forward to dressing up and 
hoping to make the day a real ‘Time Travel 
Experience’.  

We will be inviting local dignitaries, other relevant 
agencies, local press and of course MHA will be 
represented, so please do try to drop in.  

Thirdly we have our Summer Fete on Sunday 
20 August, from 13.00 to 16.00.  Again all donations 
for the Raffle, Tombola etc. are most welcome. We 
really do appreciate your donations and any boost to 
our Residents Comfort and Bus funds are so very 
welcome. 

The day promises to be lots of fun with our usual 
games and new ideas too, we hope to have plenty of 
stalls to occupy all ages and we as ever look forward 
to your support and company on the day. 

We look forward to seeing you soon.           Liz Austin 

Queens Court 
 Downing Close, Bottisham 

There is a possibility that 
Waterbeach station might be 
moved. The first houses 
could be built within a couple 
of years 

We were shown round by 
Rebecca Britton who 
answered all our questions on 
water use, flood risk, leisure 
facilities, and transport.  

The entrance to the first 
phase comes off the A10 at 
the roundabout opposite 
Cambridge Research Park so 
Waterbeach will not be 
immediately affected.  Denny 
Abbey is protected by a belt 
of farmland.  

The control tower, an iconic 
1930s building may stay. 
More immediately the barrack 
buildings will be used for 
accommodation for nurses 
and other staff when 
Papworth moves to 
Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus next year. 

It was a fascinating tour and 
provided the environmental 
plans hold it should be a good 
use of this wonderful 
brownfield site. 

Large scale plans will be on 
view at Lode Fete on 18 
June.  Also on display will be 
excellent maps of Lode 
produced by Liz King.  

We are exploring the 
practicalities of developing a 
Neighbourhood Plan and 
would like to gauge interest in 
this exercise. Look for the 
Parish Council stall.  

Lode Parish Council  
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 Dial 101 

 

Martyn Lord ............... 812644 

lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk 

Voices4Choices  
A chance to shape your care and support 

Do you or someone that you care for have a 
disability or a long term health condition and 
are receiving support such as home care, a 
support worker, day services or respite care?  

Maybe you are starting to feel as though you 
might need some help in the future but are not 
sure about your options and how you go about 
getting the help that you need? 

A Direct Payment is one way to fund care and 
support that you or someone that you care for 
needs. It is money from the council that aims to 
give you more flexibility, choice and control. 
For example, you could use the money to pay 
a friend or neighbour rather than use a care 
agency. 

If you would like to take more control of the 
care and support, you may find it helpful to 
come along to one of our four Direct Payment 
Awareness Raising Events across the county 
planned for June and July.  

Are you already in receipt of Direct Payments? 
If you have a story, good or bad, to share we’d 
love to learn from your experience.  If you are 
already in receipt of Direct Payments and just 
want to learn a little more or have a chance to 
chat to a real person, then these events are 
also for you! 

Thursday 6 July:   Owl Café, Sawston  
Thursday 13 July:   Ely Library 

Time: 2.30pm to 4.30pm  Cost: Free, including 
reimbursement of travel expenses. 
Refreshments: Hot and cold drinks will be 
provided. 

To find out more or to book into one of the 
events, get in touch with James or Leisha: 

CAIL 0300 111 23 01 
james@cambridgeshirealliance.org.uk 
leisha@cambridgeshirealliance.org.uk  

Listen to James talking to Cambridge 105 
about Voices4Choices and the work we do 

at CAIL  
http://cambridge105.co.uk/phil-rowe-04-01-

2017/ 

mailto:lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:james@cambridgeshirealliance.org.uk
mailto:leisha@cambridgeshirealliance.org.uk
http://cambridge105.co.uk/phil-rowe-04-01-2017/
http://cambridge105.co.uk/phil-rowe-04-01-2017/
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group 

AGM: This was held at the surgery on 
27 April, when the chairman Steve 
Gilson outlined the work of the 
committee during the past year.   

Dr Higham gave an update on the 
Practice, which was well received.  He 
said that this is a very busy as well as a 
training Practice with a higher than 
average elderly patient group along 
with a large nursing and care home 
population and consequently more 
cases of dementia and strokes. He 
said he hoped that the appointment of 
the new doctors should help to provide 
stability and, whilst routine 
appointments are still having to be 
booked further ahead, patients who 
needed to be seen more urgently 
would be fitted in.  Everyone Health are 
looking to run some clinics from the 
practice offering dietary and lifestyle 
advice.  Rowena Pilsworth has been 
appointed as Practice Manager and 
there were positive comments from the 
audience about the reception and 
admin staff.  There were no changes of 
officers on the committee, one member 
has left and another joined.  Janet 
Aves was thanked for her work in 
organising the Patient Car Service, 
from which a further donation of £157 
had been sent to MAGPAS. 

Patient Survey Results: Following 
comments from this survey the 
following actions are being taken: 

A grant has been applied for in order to 
look at redesigning the dispensary and 
reception area. 

 GP Appointments have been 
rearranged to include extra catch up 
time and for the sit and wait 
appointments at the end of clinic to 
start at 12 midday. 

 Reception staff will be monitoring the 
demand for the different types of 

appointments at different times over 
the next 12 months and will be used 
to shape the format of GP clinics.  

 An additional Registrar (doctor) will 
be in practice from August this year, 
and an additional GP will work four 
sessions per week from October. 

 Changes have been made to the 
phone system to free up the enquiry 
and appointment lines, with a 
business support apprentice to assist 
answering these at peak times, and 
for dispensary to take calls from 
10am. 

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group 
would be delighted to hear from you – 
please see the notice board in the 
waiting room for details, speak to the 
receptionist or look at the practice’s 
website for further information  http://
www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what 
your Patients’ Group has achieved.  
We would welcome help with running 
the group. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks 
with our accredited walk leader Steve 
Gilson start at 11.00am from the 
surgery car park on 9 and 21 June and 
7 and 19 July.  Do join Steve for a walk 
he would be delighted to see you.  
Anglesey Abbey walks continue on 
Thursdays at 10am from the reception 
area. 

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will 
meet on 27 July at 6.30pm at the 
surgery. 

999 
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Vicar:      Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726   suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwardens:     Julie Sale,  C.811222   juliesale0@gmail.com  

Beth Marsh C.813373  bethmarsh8@btinternet.com 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Saturday 17 June 9am-10am  

Contact Julie for more information 

BRASSES 
5 9 or 16 June ....................... Dora Gale 
23 or 30 June ......................... Rita Lane 

READERS 
JUNE 
 4 Ken York .................. Ann Langran 
JULY 
 2 Ken York ................... Coral Hatley 

FLOWER ROTA 
4-11 June ....................... Corinne Green 
18-25 June ............................ Dora Gale 
2-9  July ....................... Carole Faulkner 

The next free entry weekends for Lode 
and Longmeadow residents this year are 
21–23 July and  13–15 October.  

Please bring along some form of 
identification containing your address (utility 
bill etc.) to show to our reception staff in the 
Visitor Centre when you arrive.   

ANGLESEY ABBEY 

On WALL of FASSAGE HALL  

http://angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/ 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 4 June 
 8.00am Book of Common Prayer 

@ Swaffham Bulbeck 
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION 

Sunday 24 June  trinity iii 
 10.00am Benefice All Age Service 

@ Swaffham Bulbeck 

Sunday 18 June  trinity ii 
 9.30am Village Communion @ 

Quy 

Sunday 11 June  trinity sunday 
 10.00am Benefice Communion  

@ Bottisham 

Sunday 2 July  trinity iv 
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION 

SIDESMEN 
JUNE 
 4 Ken York .................. Dorothy York 
JULY 
 2 Ken York .................. Dorothy York 

Anglesey Benefice 

 At the 2.30pm meeting at the 
Lode Chapel on  

Thursday 15 June  
we will be welcoming  

Steve Price to talk about the 
Cambridgeshire Bobby 

Scheme..  

You are most welcome to 
come along and join us.                             

Ann Langran 

http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
mailto:juliesale0@gmail.com
mailto:bethmarsh8@btinternet.com
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
http://angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/
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OUTSIDE  INFORMATION 
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated 

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE : ............................................. 810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30-18.00 (10.00-18..00 Dispensary)  Saturday CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

BROUGHTON HALL .............. In an emergency: 999 or Swannell 811584 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999 

   Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. ........................ 101 

 ................................ PCSO Ann Austin  ............................................. 101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman: Robert Stevens............... 811643 

Clerk:  Jonathan Giles    lodeparishclerk@gmail.com .07789 012 761 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Alan Brand    alanbrand77@icloud.com   ........ 812558   

ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ........ 211235 

LODE SHOP & POST OFFICE ....................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL   Bookings - Julie Sale j.sale@homecall.co.uk  811222  
THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant   info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES  ............ 811055  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:  Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000 

         ................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 

       ........................ www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Alan Sharp .............................................. 01638 507485   

District Councillor David Chaplin .................................................... 353181 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING  ............................. 0800 131 3348 
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE ................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ........................................... 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES .............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 14 June 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 

Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Gas ............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145 
Electricity ....... 0800 783 8838 

Call NHS 111 if you need  
health information  
or reassurance about  
what to do next. 

 
WASTE & RECYCLING 

JUNE 

Fen Collection—Tuesdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Green lid only 

Village—Thursdays 
 
 
 Border—Refuse & Blue lid 

No border—Refuse & Green lid 

3 13 20 27 

2 8 15 22 29 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

6 

O = changed day 

http://ww
w.nhs.uk 

www.pati
ent.co.uk

 

+ = Serves Lode Church         
O
 = Saturday only 

 # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652, 0722, 0742

O
, 0749, 0809

O
, 0912, 

1012+#, 1112, 1212+#, 1312, 1412+# 
1512, 1612, 1712, 1812 

Monday to Saturday 
0645, 0745, 0815+, 0915, 1015+, 
1115, 1215+, 1315, 1415+, 1515, 

1655+, 1755, 1855 

no service on sundays and bank holidays 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

 

http://www.cambs.police.uk
mailto:ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:lodeparishclerk@gmail.com
mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
mailto:j.sale@homecall.co.uk
mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
http://www.nhs.uk
http://www.patient.co.uk

