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WHAT’S  WHERE  
IN LODE STAR  

WHAT’S ON WHEN  
LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  

 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am 

Wednesday Coffee Morning 10.30am LC 

Red2Green PopUp—last Wednesday of the month, 
The Pavilion, SB 

Red2Greenhouse, BVC—Tues & Wed 11am 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

NHS 

 3. Editorial 

 4. Lode Parish Council 

 6. Bottisham Primary School 

 7. Bottisham Library & Quiz 
WEA course 

 8. Swaffham Bulbeck School 

 9. Workers of Lode 
Bus 115 

 10. Update on Half Marathon 
Bird Watching in Lode 

 11. Big Garden Birdwatch 
Lode Women’s Institute  

 12. Bottisham Players Panto 

 13. The Little Red Bus 

 14. 40 years of Lode Star 

 16. 1st Issue of Lode Star 

 17. RENEW 

 18. BVC Adult Learning 
New Year Brainteaser 

 19. Pilates by Julia  

 20. Lode Tennis Club 

 21. Village Freecycle;  
Sudoku Puzzle 122 

 22. Bottisham Gardening Club 

 23. Bottisham Patients Group 
Electronic Organ Concert 
Sudoku solution 

 24. Public Transport Matters 

 25. Church Service changes 
Mothers Union 

  Neighbourhood Watch 

 26. The Revd. Sue 

 27. St James’ Church page 

 28. Outside Information  

January 

 4 Wednesday Coffee resumes 
Lode WI mtg (p12) 

 5 Workers of Lode Lunch (p9) 

 10 Lode Parish Council mtg 7.30pm FH 

 11 Walk for Health from Surgery (p23) 

 12 WEA course (p7) 

 14 Storytelling, 10.30am Bott Library  
Electronic Organ Concert (p23) 

 19  Mothers Union mtg  2.30pm (p25) 

 24 Gardening Club mtg 7.30pm BL (p22) 

 26 Bottisham Patients’ Group mtg (p23) 

26-28  Robinson Crusoe at BVC (p12) 

February 
 3 Walk for Health from Surgery (p23) 

 4 Bottisham Library Quiz (p7) 

 8 Lode WI mtg 

 15 Walk for Health from Surgery (p23) 

 25 Tennis Club Quiz (p20) 
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January 2017 EDITORIAL  Issue No: 481 

Please could all items for inclusion in the 

FEBRUARY 2017 edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Susan Swannell (address below or lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) 

EDITOR: ........... ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 3 WILLOW GROVE, LODE CB25 9EL  812843 
DISTRIBUTOR: ............. .IAN FAULKNER,  28 FAIRHAVEN CLOSE, CB25 9HG 811963 
TREASURER: ............ JEFF KEMPSTER, 19 ABBEY LANE, LODE  CB25 9EP  812194  
ADVERTISING/PRODUCTION: ... SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE,  LODE  811584 
COVER DESIGN: ............................................................. FAY BAWTREE, LONGMEADOW 
PRINTERS:............................... BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

It is 40 years since the first issue of 
Lode Star was delivered to every house 
in the village.  Turn to page 16 for a trip 
down printing memory lane.   

On page 17 we reproduce the first 
issue.  You will see some familiar 
themes – a plea for contributors; and a 
call for plans to celebrate the Queen’s 
Silver Jubilee (there have been several 
similar extravaganzas since then).   

One name stands out over the 40 
years – Susan Swannell has produced 
every issue since then.  THANK YOU 
SUSAN, for such amazing service to the 
community and to Peter Swannell too, 
for technical and distribution support.    

We are very pleased that people have 
come forward to help distribute Lode 
Star in 2017 and beyond.  Ian Faulkner 
has agreed to take on the wholesaling 
role carried out for so many years by 
Doreen and John Webb.   

If taking better care of your mind and 
body are among your New Year 
resolutions turn to page 20 to learn 
more about Pilates.  Julia Botterill runs 
classes in Lode Chapel.   

On page 13 John Mitchell tells us about 
a makeover of a different kind.  He 
welcomes technical advice if you have 
ideas about how to restore a 25 year old 
bus.  

And talking of buses please note the 
changes to the timetable on the back 
page.  By chance Paddy James picked 
up bus timetables from the MD of 
Stagecoach (see p24)  It would have 
been more effective if Stagecoach had 
contacted all the Parish Magazines on 
the No 10 route!   

As we go to press it is still a week 
before Christmas.  I am enjoying the 
display of lights in so many houses and 
on the hedges as you enter the village.  
Thanks to the Lode and Longmeadow 
Village Trust for organising that.  The 
bright lights of The Shed contribute to 
the welcome too as you drive down 
Lode Road.  

WISHING ALL OUR READERS A 
HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 2017 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

mailto:elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Lode%20Star%20magazine
mailto:lodestar.lode@btinternet.com
mailto:the.faulkners@btinternet.com
mailto:jeff.kempster@kempsteranddale.co.uk
mailto:info@burwellprint.co.uk
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Lode Parish Council News 

Last month we forgot to say that we 
decided at November’s meeting to 
donate £1,000 towards the 
refurbishment and new electric 
winding mechanism of the clock in 
St James’s Church. This is the only 
public clock in the Parish and parish 
councils have the power to provide 
funds to maintain such clocks. The 
£1,000 donation will be paid from the 
£2,905 which ECDC gave us to spend 
on projects to benefit the community. 

The December meeting started with a 
presentation by Emma Durrant of 
outline plans for the refurbishment of 
Lode Station as a home for herself 
and her husband. She also confirmed 
that the site has not been included in 
the Local Plan as a site for potential 
further development. 

Requests had been sent to the 
National Trust and Johnathan Graves 

to cut back the hedges on both sides 
of Harvey’s Drove, from Station Road 
to Drover Bridge Drove. This should 
allow the surface to dry better after 
rain and make it less muddy for 
walkers. 

A short document was discussed that 
sets out the division of responsibilities 
between the Parish Council and the 
Fassage Hall Management 
Committee. The Committee has 
responsibilities for the daily running of 
the building and the Parish Council 
has the overall responsibility for the 
hall and recreation ground under the 
Fassage Hall and Recreation Ground 
Charity. 

An order has been placed with CD 
Clowe of Ely to replace the lamp head 
on the street light in Abbey Lane at a 
cost of £706. We would like to 
apologise for the great delay in fixing 
this lamp, which is the only one in the 
parish which is not the County 
Council’s. The new one will have a 60 
watt LED lamp and should be better 
than all the others in the parish, which 
are high pressure mercury discharge 
lamps. 

Members of the parish and National 
Trust staff planted 400 trees on 
1  December in the most westerly part 
of the Trust¹s land in White Fen Drove. 

We discussed possible sundials to 
replace the one in the Cemetery which 
went missing in the summer. A new 
one is expected to cost around £200. 

Phil Dean read out a statement 
expressing his dismay about the 
decision at November’s meeting 
where we voted to increase the 
precept by 2% for 2017/18. 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

CHAIRMAN 
Robert Stevens ............. 811643 

51 Northfields 

Philip Dean ................... 812493 
Longmeadow 

Philip Lane .................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell .......... 812843 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten .................. 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Rob Small ..................... 812626  
32 High Street 

Meleena Walsh ............. 813664 
23 Northfields 

CLERK 
Arthur Tomlinson .......... 811280 

5 Mill Road 

LODE  5  STAR 

 

at Lode Chapel on Thursdays 
in term time 9.30am-11.00am 

£1 contribution per family  
per session 

littlelodemonkeys@gmail.com 

LITTLE 
LODE 
MONKEYS 
Fun and activities 
for you and your 
little ones 

 

He then said that he was resigning 
from the Council and left the meeting. 
This was very unfortunate as we had 
no opportunity to address the issues he 
raised and to thank him for his 
contribution of seventeen years’ 
service on the Council, including eight 
years as Chairman.  He has been an 
invaluable source of local knowledge 
and assistance.  

 The remaining members discussed 
the wisdom of the decision about the 
precept increase. It was considered 
that our recurring costs are always 
increasing and that we will need some 
of the funds so far accrued to pay for 
improvements needed in the parish 
(some of which are already reducing 
our funds even before the 2017/18 
financial year starts). The last increase 
was for 2013/14 and that was far more 
at 12%, rather than 2%. It was also felt 
that the newer members of the Council 
had not had the opportunity to propose 
what improvements they might wish to 
see next year in the parish and what 
might be needed to fund them.  

For comparison our current precept per 
Band D household in 2016-17 is the 
fourth lowest out of 34 parishes in East 
Cambridgeshire at £39.60 (only 
Bottisham, Chippenham and 
Woodditton are lower). The average is 
£65.98 and four are over £100!  

The planning applications for 
5 Swaffham Road and 30 Northfields 
were considered and it was agreed that 
we need not comment to ECDC on 
these. The revised planning application 
for the land to the north of Drover 
Bridge Drove (15 Station Road) for four 
dwellings (rather than five) to replace 
the existing two dwellings (and using 
other garden land) was not discussed. 
One member of the Council was the 
applicant, so would need to leave the 
room, and the remaining members 

would not make the necessary 
quorum. A reply to ECDC has been 
produced by other members since and 
will appear on the ECDC website. 

Concern was expressed about the 
overgrown hedge outside 19 Quy 
Road that obstructs the pavement. 
Also, ECDC had recently replaced the 
bin that went missing last year by the 
bus stop near the crossroads, but had 
installed it instead near the village sign. 
Two members agreed to see what 
could be done about these two issues. 

At our next meeting on 9 January, we 
will be discussing the ECDC’s draft 
Revised Local Plan, which includes a 
proposal to allocate the land at Sunny 
Ridge Farm between Mill Road and 
Station Road for up to twenty new 
dwellings.  Of these, at least six would 
be expected to be Affordable Homes. 
This land is currently inside the 
Development Envelope and 
Conservation Area where development 
at least for agricultural storage would 
previously have been allowed. 
Residents are welcome to come to the 
next meeting to express their views. 

Robert Stevens, Chairman LPC 

http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html
mailto:littlelodemonkeys@gmail.com
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It has been a busy, purposeful and 
happy term for all the children, staff 
and Governors at Bottisham, although 
I think everyone is ready for the 
Christmas break!  Certainly a lot has 
been packed in.   

The children have been finding out 
what life was like for people living in 
Castles and how to be a Norman 
archer (Reception and KS1); as 
Romans (Y3/4) learning about crafts, 
banquets and how to march like a 
Roman soldier; and for children as 
evacuees during World War II (Y5/6) 
through role play and visits.   

At the end of November, children in 
Willow class (Y5/6) went to Queens 
Court to share their World War themed 
assembly and had an opportunity to 
residents who shared some of their 
first hand experiences of WWII.   They 
all rounded off the visit with a rousing 
rendition of  “The White Cliffs of 
Dover”. 

At the end of November, Bottisham 
Community Primary School choir took 
part in the Barnardo’s Young 
Supporters concert at the Royal 
Albert Hall. Our choir joined with 
around 100 other schools to perform 
some well-known Christmas songs 

and had a fantastic time.  They were 
excellent ambassadors of the school.   

And Christmas proper started with the 
Foundation Stage/KS1 Christmas 
performance on 6/7 December:  
‘Cockadoodle Christmas!’ – a perfect 
opportunity for children to dress up as 
piglets, calves, chicks, etc., while 
Nursery shone as twinkling stars much 
to everyone’s delight. 

All wonderful events.  However as the 
term draws to a close, chart fever has 
gripped us all.  Maple and Willow 
classes (Y5/6), under the enthusiastic 
direction of Mrs McMahon, have 
entered the Cambridgeshire song 
writing competition 'Sing for Your 
School' in a bid to take 'A Big 
Bottisham Welcome' to the Christmas 
Number One slot.  The school with the 
most overall plays by 3 January gets 
automatic entry to the Corn Exchange 
closing festival in March.  The children 
have been energetically encouraging as 
many listeners as possible.  At time of 
writing we lead both competitions!  

If you are interested in the life of the 
school and have some spare time, why 
not volunteer?  We have a vacancy for 
a co-opted governor and always 
welcome volunteers to help our readers 
or support other activities.  Please 
contact the school via the website or 
the office for details (C.811235). 

A healthy and happy 2017 to one and 
all.  May all the surprises it contains be 
pleasant ones! 

Sarah Wormald  [Chair of governors] 

See the School website for the chance to 
listen to 'A Big Bottisham Welcome':  

www.bottisham.cambs.sch.uk 
and more news and highlights of the school. 
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BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Happy New Year to you all and hope you 
will resolve to visit us regularly in 2017 

We shall reopen on Tuesday 3 January for 
the 3.00–5.00pm session. 

We have new books in stock for you to 
borrow as we have started to spend our 
Waitrose money. They include the new 
Richard and Judy list. 

The Village College did not hold their Annual 
Christmas Fair in 2016 and we lost the 
opportunity of running a bookstall so did not 
request donations. As we weed our 
bookshelves regularly we now find we have 
some space on the shelves.  Please may we 
have  any good quality books that you have 
finished with, preferably paper backs. 

SATURDAY 4 FEBRUARY 

Please contact Margret Coles 
C.812199 to book a table 

Did you know that the mobile library comes to Bottisham on the third Friday of 
each month?  It calls at Hilton Park 11.55 until 12.25 and then goes to Queens 
Court in Downing Close from 12.30 to 1.00pm.  It comes to Lode on a 
Wednesday, the times are on the back page. 

I hope you will be able to come to our third Annual Library Quiz on 4 February. 

Sylvia Overton 

At our last session on Film Documentaries, Laurence reminded us 
that you cannot always believe what you see and hear in a 
documentary.  

He presented once again that film on Spaghetti Harvesting in 
Switzerland we all enjoyed seeing on April Fool’s Day 1957, 
presented on Panorama by Richard Dimbleby; remember?  

Many viewers at the time it was first shown contacted the BBC asking how they 
could grow spaghetti too! 

In our next series of lectures on The Self Portrait, Fiona Lucraft will also be 
questioning the accuracy of what we are seeing in pictures and other portrayals 
of personality.  

Members old and new are welcome to join us for this series of lectures at the 
Royal British Legion Social Club, Bottisham, commencing on Thursday 
12 January. Please note that for this series of lectures we will be starting at 
10.30am and not 10.00am as previously  

Gerry Cowley  C.811539 

http://www.bottisham.cambs.sch.uk


LODE  8  STAR 

 

News from  
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School 

December brought in all things 
Christmassy with the huge school tree 
taking pride of place in the school hall, 
and the school postal service opening 
for Christmas cards.  

A wide range of hand-made Christmas 
decorations were produced in a mix-up 
afternoon (where children of different 
ages work together), and were hung up 
around the school to add to the 
seasonal feel. 

The first week of December included 
two productions and the Christmas 
Fayre. The Key Stage 2 Christmas 
Carol concert (with donations raised for 
Water Aid) involved all the children in 
Kingfishers (age 7-9) and Owls (age 9-
11), singing together and in smaller 
groups. The children also recorded a 
CD album of their Christmas carols, 
which was sold at the Fayre to raise 
funds for the Owls residential trip in the 
summer – contact the school office if 
you would like a copy! 

Wrens, Robins and Doves (age 3-7) 
performed their annual Christmas play 

School Office : 01223 811595 or office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

NURSERY PLACES AVAILABLE – our highly-regarded nursery provision has 
places available for children who are 3 or 4 years old. Our Wrens nursery class 
benefits from sharing the Early Years Centre with the Robins (reception), and 
are always very well-prepared for the start of their Reception year. Wrens attend 
from 9am to 12pm each day, up to 5 mornings a week. Please contact the 
school office for more information or to arrange a tour of the Early Years Centre. 

VOLUNTEERS WANTED – we are 
always looking for volunteers to read 
with our children or help in class. 
Please contact the school office if 
you are interested. Regular 
volunteers will need to be DBS-
checked. 

“Christmas with the Aliens” three 
times, with the rest of the school 
watching the dress rehearsal, and 
parents attending either in the morning 
or the evening. The play included a 
nativity scene within it, with the nativity 
roles being performed by the Early 
Years children (age 3-5). 

The week ended with the school 
Christmas Fayre, organized to great 
effect by our Parent Staff Association 
(PSA). Owls class (age 9-11) ran a 
number of games which they designed 
and implemented themselves, 
including a Christmas quiz, name the 
bear, guess the number of sweets in 
the jar, and a hexabug race. A 
magnificent range of home-made 
cakes, tombolas for both adults and 
children, a huge box of cuddly toys 
that could be adopted for a donation, 
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tattoos and a lucky dip also kept everyone 
entertained.  

And of course a Christmas Fayre would not 
be complete without an appearance by 
Santa, and a raffle. Many thanks to Santa 
and his elf, and also to the parents and local 
organisations who donated our wide range of 
raffle prizes and items for the prize hampers.     

The following week included a whole school 
trip by coach to see ‘Beauty and the Beast’ in 
Bury St Edmunds, a fundraising ‘own clothes’ 
day which coincided with the school 
Christmas dinner, and all the class Christmas 
parties with tables weighted down with party 
food. Term ended with the annual school 
Christmas service in the village church. 

We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas 
and New Year, and wish you well for 2017. 

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 

Dear Editor 
Use it or lose it  

Having an early afternoon out-
patient appointment at 
Addenbrooke’s hospital I took 
the opportunity to try the 115 
bus that starts at the Newmarket 
Park & Ride site and travels via 
Barnwell Road, Brooks Road, 
Cherry Hinton Road and Hills 
Road to the hospital.  This is an 
hourly service leaving the P&R 
on the half hour.  The journey 
took just 17 minutes (it is 
timetabled to take longer during 
rush hours). 

Unfortunately I had the honour 
of being the only person on the 
bus.  I spoke to the bus driver 
who said that he rarely gets 
more than three people 
travelling and most times no one 
at all.  It seems such a shame 
that no-one is using this facility 
when presumably the County 
Council was nagged to provide 
the service. 

The bus driver said he was 
willing to stop at any designated 
bus stop en route, but of course 
a major failing – like ALL the 
Cambridge buses – is that they 
are afraid of the dark.  Should 
your hospital appointment 
overrun you would be dashing to 
catch the last bus back which is 
at 5.50pm. 

However, there must be many 
people who use the Newmarket 
P&R for whom using this service 
would be convenient.  It is a 
case of use it or lose it.  We 
have until February to improve 
the passenger figures or it will 
be cut. 

Susan Swannell 

Workers of Lode 
Do you work from home in Lode? 

However you work, would you like to meet 
others for lunch on Thursday 5 January 

from 1pm at The Shed? 

We’ll see you there or email us: Corinne 
Arnold at corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk 

and Joy Martin at 
cpr@appliedfirstaid.co.uk 

mailto:office@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:corinne@theshopatlode.co.uk
mailto:cpr@appliedfirstaid.co.uk
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Update on 2016 Half Marathon 
The Lode Half Marathon and Fun Run has raised a magnificent 
£5,985 for the Arthur Rank Hospice.  £4,600 was raised through 
entry fees and a further £1,385 through sponsorship of 
individuals.  This is enough to pay for a Medi-Motion bike to help 
patients with restricted movements or would pay for 23 nights of 
hospice at home care. 

Thank you to everyone who helped on the day and those who 
sponsored the event – it has become a true community event and we 
could not do it with the help and generosity of each and every one of 
you. 

Tessa Shrubbs, Lode Runners 

put bread out for the birds, it isn't 
very good for them! 

It is also worth, if you can, getting 
a special feeder for nyger seed, 
which attracts goldfinches and 
greenfinches and sometimes, in 
winter, redpolls and siskins.  

If you do put out feeders try to put 
them up out of reach of a leaping 
cat! And don’t give them bread it 
isn’t good for them 

Keep an eye on the ground too.  
Some birds like dunnocks, robins, 
wrens, blackbirds and thrushes, 
pigeons and doves spend more 
time on the floor.  If you have 
apple trees it is good to leave a 
few fallings lying around which are 

good winter food for 
blackbirds and 
thrushes.  In hard 
weather you may 
even get fieldfares 

or redwings coming 
in from the fields after 

them. 

Good birding! 
Peter Wells 

How many blackbirds 
are there in your 

garden? 

How many different types of bird visit 
your garden?  How many might you 
see in an hour? 

Just for interest, over the years in our 
garden in Lode High Street we have 
recorded 38 different species, not 
counting a further nine flying overhead! 

The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch on 
the weekend of January 28th – 30th 
2017 is a good way to start.  Check out 
the RSPB website - ww2.rspb.org.uk  
for more details. 

Bird feeders will attract a variety of 
birds.  We put out peanuts for blue tits, 
great tits, sometimes coal tits and long-
tailed tits.  Starlings like them too!  
Occasionally, a 
great spotted 
wood-pecker 
flies in.   

Fatballs attract similar 
customers, but tend to 
get eaten up rather more 
quickly.  It is best not to 
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continued on next page 

LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

As members entered the meeting room 
they were met with tables laid out for 
our Christmas meal with candles, 
flowers and crackers on the table and a 
lovely smell of our non-alcoholic punch 
which was handed out to members as 
they took their places. 

Jean Coxall, President, welcomed 
everyone and read out a card from our 
longstanding member, Hazel Cox, who 
sadly was not able to be with us.   

Members were reminded that January 
was the month for voting on the short 
list of Resolutions for the 2017 Annual 
General Meeting in Leeds and were 
asked to read up from WI Life so that 
they could cast their vote at the next 
meeting. 

Business over, 
members then 
tucked into our 
Christmas meal 
laid on by the 
Committee and much enjoyed by all 
after which a ‘Mavis’ quiz was handed 
round to be puzzled over whilst the 
food table was cleared.  Once again 
this was not an easy quiz and was 
won by Sue Swannell.       

After tables were cleared members 
began a Santa beetle drive causing 
much fun and laughter with shouts of 
“Santa” from the winners.   There were 
some rather peculiar Santas, many 
with only a body or maybe a body and 
head but little else.   

 

What is it?  

Since 1979, people have been 
watching the birds in their garden or 
local park for an hour, and telling us 
what they’ve seen. It’s a simple hour of 
watching, but we now have 37 years of 
data to compare against. That’s an 
astonishing amount of insight into how 
our wildlife is faring.  

Why do it?  

It’s a relaxing and interesting way to 
spend an hour, and it will help you to 
get closer to the birds and other wildlife 
in your garden. What started out as a 
small children’s activity in 1979 now 
has over half a million citizen scientists 
taking part each year, and the more 
people that take part, the more 
accurate the survey will be.  

The Big Garden Birdwatch is 
the world’s largest wildlife 
survey. Through the Birdwatch, 
we know that, in our gardens 
since 1979, starlings have 
declined by 81% and song 

thrush numbers have declined by 
around 70%. It also told us that in 
2016, the long-tailed tit flew into the top 
10 following a mild winter – up by 44% 
from 2015.  

It was originally just a bird survey, but 
since 2014 we’ve also been asking 
respondents about other wildlife that 
visits their garden. Through this, we 
now know that only 25% of people see 
hedgehogs in their garden at least 
once a month.  

All this information adds up to create a 
detailed snapshot of how our wildlife is 
faring around the UK.   

In the last 10 years Goldfinches are up 
by 89% Greenfinches down  by 66% 

ww2.rspb.org.uk
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I have been asked to be the 
Director of our wonderful 
Pantomime again this year, which 
is ‘Robinson Crusoe’, written by 
Joshua Dixon, which will be 
performed in the Main Hall of 
Bottisham Village College on the 
evenings of  
Thursday 26, Friday 27 and 
Saturday 28 January 2017, with a 
Matinee performance on the 
Saturday. Tickets are £7.50 with 
concessions at £5.50 and we 
offer a 10% discount to parties of 
10 or more. Tickets are available 
from: 
Box Office: Tina’s of Burwell:  

01638 742785  
Bottisham Village Stores:  

01223 811281 
Sue Tennant:       07449 306 832 

(answerphone available) 

Why don’t you take a look at our 
website, where you will find lots of 

interesting information:  
www.bottishamplayers.org.uk  

Sue Tennant 

The Story of Robinson Crusoe 

A boy called Robinson Crusoe who yearns 
for adventure, decides to go to sea to see 
what lay beyond the harbour. Robinson has 
a very pretty friend, Sally, the daughter of 
Captain Birdseye and Sally, Billy (Robinson’s 
brother) and Mrs. Crusoe (Robinson’s 
mother) all want to join in the adventure too.  

The magic Enchantress gives Robinson a 
treasure map, but the Sorceress of the 
Seven Seas isn’t going to let the 
Enchantress beat her and decides to make 
lots of trouble by introducing Blackheart the 
Pirate and his hapless pirates, Cockle and 
Winkle, who she insists will find the treasure 
first.  

After finding themselves shipwrecked, 
Robinson and his friends eventually reach a 
tropical island full of cannibals, led by a 
Cannibal Queen but is she who she seems? 
Will the treasure be found? Can Robinson 
save Sally? Who will end up ruling the sea – 
the magical Enchantress or the wicked 
Sorceress? Will there be a happy ending?  

As with all Pantomimes, there will be lots of 
singing, dancing, scary bits and lots of 
laughter but I can promise you lots of fun. Sit 
back and follow our epic tale. Please clap, 
sing, cheer, boo and shout, but above all, 
enjoy the Show! 

Lode WI welcomes visitors and  
prospective members.   

Try our meetings free of charge!    
Phone Angela Standley on C.812994   

for detai ls,  or just drop into Lode Chapel   
on the f i rst  Wednesday of each month  

at 7.30pm 

After six rounds the winner, Denise 
Cook was declared. Well done to both 
Sue and Denise. 

Unfortunately Father Christmas was 
unable to visit us on the night so Jean 
handed out a Christmas present to 
everyone which had been sent down to 
her by overnight sleigh!!! 

Janet Aves thanked the Committee for 
all their hard work in making our 
December meeting a wonderful way to 
start Christmas and wondered if 
anyone had walked by the Chapel what 
they would have thought was going on 
with all the laughter. 

All the members of Lode with 
Longmeadow WI wish you and yours a 
very happy New Year. 

JANUARY MEETING:  
Sean Brady “Jewellery in Porcelain”.  
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due to age and only seven and a half 
cylinders being fully operational.    

The gearbox was a standard four 
speed with no synchromesh plus 
reverse gear. First gear was effectively 
a crawler, requiring change to second 
at about two or three miles per hour. 
Top speed in fourth was about 35mph.  

For her new role as a motorhome she 
should be open road capable with top 
speed 50–60mph. The selection of 
replacement engine is interesting. The 
old engine, being V configuration, was 
relatively short in length from front to 
back, so the engine bay is not as large 
as might be imagined and being petrol, 
lacked torque compared with a similar 
power diesel. It was however a simple 
engine relatively easy to maintain. After 
much discussion it was decided the 
replacement should be a diesel of older 
design, pre-electronic for reliability (no 
ECU), durability and ease of 
maintenance. The engine satisfying 
these criteria is a Cummins 4B and will 
be married to a 5 speed ZF gearbox.  
Advice on these technical matters is 
very welcome. 

John Mitchell 

Several people 
have asked us 
what became 
of The Little 
Red Bus.  

Readers may 
recall the 

adventures reported in Lode Star as 
she carried us from Baku to Lode in 
2013.  There have been limited outings 
since then mostly taking intrepid 
children on a very bouncy ride up the 
fen. And also very memorably for us, 
conveying our son and his best men 
and ushers to his wedding at St James’ 
in June 2014.   

Otherwise it was parked in the garden 
and beginning to look sad and dejected 
from lack of proper use. She was either 
a scrapper or a doer-upper.  

After a bit of research we decided to 
send her to a facility in Banham (Full 
Circle Enterprises) for a strip down and 
thorough inspection for condition in 
order to make a decision on her fate. 
She was found in remarkable strong 
and good condition underneath which 
is perhaps not surprising as the climate 
in Azerbaijan is relatively dry and the 
GAZ manufacturers used the same 
chassis for mass production of 10 
tonne trucks. It was therefore an easy 
decision, she should have a makeover 
and heart transplant and substantial 
plastic surgery.  

The trip from Azerbaijan to Lode was 
made at an average speed of about 
25mph due to the design of the bus for 
town work. The engine and gear box 
were a little underpowered and very 
low geared. The engine was a 4.2 litre 
petrol  V8 of pre-war design of 215hp 
when new but during the trip probably 
producing not more than about 80hp 

The Little Red Bus Goes to Hospital 

http://www.bottishamplayers.org.uk/
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Lode Star Comes of Age 

It was the initiative of the newly-appointed 
Priest-in-Charge of St. James' Church twenty-
one years ago that Lode and Longmeadow 
should have a monthly village magazine. 

Arms were gently twisted and the resulting 
volunteers were gathered to get the first issue 
'on the streets.' The original production team 
consisted of:  

Editors:  Revd. Malory and Mrs. Noell 
Makower and Eleanor Schmidt;  
Advertising Manager:   Barry Shipp  
It should be noted that our first paying 
advertiser (Valery Mitchell), in Issue 2, still 
advertises in LODE STAR twenty-one years 
later – Valery’s Flowers 
Treasurer:  Marise Temple-Smith (still in post);  
Cover design:  Jo Barrett  
and me as Production Manager. 

I had recently become Parish Clerk and had 
taken the opportunity to purchase a second-
hand Roneo Duplicator. I didn't relish the 
thought of having to read out the Minutes at 
every Parish Council meeting; nor using 
carbon paper and flimsy copy paper to 
ensure that every member received a typed 
agenda. Photocopiers as we now know them 
were still elusive and photocopies very 
expensive! 

The first issue of LODESTAR, for January 1977, 
consisted of a single folded A4 sheet (four A5 
pages). The second issue had twelve pages 
and it wasn't long before sixteen to twenty 
pages each month became the norm. 

In those days u sing a manual typewriter, I had to 
type out the magazine at least twice each 

In December 1997 Susan wrote an article about Lode Star coming of age – 
21 years.  And here we are with a Ruby Anniversary to celebrate.  Susan has 
been at the helm as Production Editor (and much more) for all those years.  She 
has a complete set of every Lode Star and can make them available if you want a 
trip down memory or if you are a local history buff.   

We are reproducing most of the article for 21
st
 anniversary issue.  Definitely a 

printing history lesson 

month: a rough draft on paper to work out the 
layout, physically 'cutting and pasting’ the 
articles to see on which page they fitted best 
and abridging those that didn't fit. Then it 
was typed all over again on to the wax 
stencils. The draft was necessary as mistakes 
on the stencil were difficult to correct. Leaving 
out even one letter of a word could mean 
blotting out at least the rest of the sentence, if 
not the whole paragraph. You then had to 
wait for the pink correcting fluid to dry before 
over-typing. If the fluid was getting a bit old 
and thick the waiting was longer and the result 
not very legible! 

The paper you had to use with the Roneo 
duplicator was not the silky-smooth paper 
we get now but more like blotting paper. It had to 
absorb and so dry the ink quickly if you wanted 
to run off more than one page a minute! 

We had to get the cover pictures 'scanned' 
professionally in Cambridge on to special black 
wax stencils using an electronic stencil cutter. 
Small drawings were inscribed into the 
ordinary wax stencil using a stylus. It was no 
wonder there were very few pictures in the 
early magazines! 

In 1983 1 started a small part-time job at 
Bottisham Village College as an Offset 
Lithographic Printer Operator. This meant 
that the wax stencils and Roneo duplicator 
could be dispensed with and the magazine 
could be run off on better paper, with lots of 'cut 
and paste' pictures and borders. I hardly ever 
managed to produce perfect copies. The 
machine was a cast-off from Shire Hall and 
was designed for continuous running. It didn’t 
like only being active for five hours a day twice a 

FORTY YEARS AND COUNTING 

LODE  15  STAR 

 

week. I remember spending as much time 
cleaning it down as printing. 

The next innovation was the Amstrad 
PCW8256 computer that Peter and I bought 
within a week of its launch in September 1985. 
This revolutionised the typing of Lode Star. The 
typewriter and correcting fluid were pushed to 
one side (once I had come to grips with the 
new technology!) and life became easier. 
Corrections could be made 'on screen', articles 
could be moved around and the whole 
magazine could be 'spell-checked'. The size 
and shape of the print could be altered. 
Italics, bold face, subscript and 

superscript
 could 

be used to add variety. Columns could be 
created at the touch of a button and text could 
be 'justified' (have a straight right-hand edge) or 
not. Pictures and borders still had to be 
'pasted' on to the finished page, but 
production was infinitely easier and more 
satisfying. 

1987 brought more printing problems. After I 
left the job at Bottisham VC the offset litho 
broke down, never to be repaired. Suddenly 
we Lode Star was without reprographic 
facilities and, as Jonathan Lang, our Editor at 
the time, reported: 'our magazine is in 
jeopardy.' Commercial printing was financially 
out of our reach, as was photocopying, so we 
were very relieved when the then Editor of 
Swaffham Crier came to our aid and agreed 
to run off our magazine as well as his own. This 
did mean going back to scanned black 
stencils and a duplicator. Technical 
improvements, however, meant that we didn't 
have to 
go back to typing on to wax stencils nor 
printing on blotting paper. 

Our printing problems were finally resolved 
with the opening of the Burwell Community 
Print Centre at the end of November 1988. 
The Centre had a decent offset litho (and a 
skilled operator!) so the quality of production of 
LODE STAR was greatly improved once 
again. The printing technique has now 
changed there but the results are still good and 
the costs still reasonable. 

The only other innovation has been a change 
to an Apple Macintosh computer (classic) in 
1991 and the introduction of 'Desk Top 
Publishing' which has enabled me to 
manipulate text much more easily and 
include many more pictures and even 
photos. I can't compete with the big boys 
though; I am restricted by the amount of 
computer memory I have available. It is rather 
like twenty couples trying to do sequence 
dancing in your living room. Forty people might 
physically be able to get into your room but 
their movements would be very slow and 
cumbersome. Put the same forty people into a 
ballroom and their movements can be as fast 
and expansive as you can imagine! That’s 
when unlimited memory would help. But in this 
instance, memory costs money, as would a larger 
living room! 

Fast forward to 2017   

Not a lot has changed since then, 
apart from the technology – the covers 
and drawings are still scanned, but 
straight into the computer, most 
contributions come by email although 
some are handwritten, and photos and 
logos are much easier to include - and 
I no longer use an Apple Mac, now it’s 
a laptop with memory that I wouldn’t 
have thought possible in 1997.    
There’s no more ‘cutting and pasting’ 
and I send the magazine for printing by 
email rather than taking in sheets of 
paper for the Print Centre to 
photocopy.  The Centre also collates 
and staples the finished magazine for 
us.   

Susan Swannell 

T he main problem is the Editor’s 
time keeping – and the perennial 

problem of getting people to 
contribute.  We were encouraged that 
the appeal last month brought 
volunteers for distribution.  In our 
forty first year it would be wonderful 
if we heard YOUR take on village life.  

EM 
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RENEW Services in January 2017 

We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services 
which are held at Bottisham Primary School unless otherwise stated.   

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

  1 January 10.30am – RENEW The Bigger Picture, with Communion 

  8 January 10.30am – Alpha #1 followed by shared lunch 
  6.20pm – Evening Worship at Lode Chapel 

15 January  10.30am – Alpha #2 
22 January   10.30am – Alpha #3 
  6.20pm – Evening Worship at Lode Chapel 
29 January  10.30am – Alpha #4 

For more information about any of the activities of RENEW please contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com 
or Peter Wells on C.812388. Email: pandawells@cheerful.com 

Or visit our website at https://renewchurch.org.uk/ 

continued on next page 

RENEW Church 
is very excited to 
be hosting two 
Alpha courses 
(www.alpha.org) 

starting this month. Everyone 
has questions. We believe that 
everyone should have the 
chance to explore the Christian 
faith, ask their questions and 
share their point of view. 

You don’t even have to commit 
to the whole course initially, 
why not come along to an 
introductory session and take it 
from there? 

You are so very welcome at 
either of these courses: 

Sunday Morning (starting 8th 
Jan): 10.30-12noon - Bottisham 
Primary School (followed by 
lunch together from 12noon on 
8th Jan) 

Monday Evening (starting 9th 
Jan): 7.30-10pm - Bottisham 
Primary School (inc. evening 
meal) 

What is Alpha? 

Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that 
freely explore the basics of the Christian faith.                 

No pressure. No follow up. No charge. 

Run over twelve weeks, each session looks at 
a different question around faith and is 
designed to create conversation. Alpha is run 
all around the globe, and everyone's welcome. 
No two Alphas look the same, but generally 
they have three key things in common: 

First up there’s food: 

Whether it's a group of friends gathered 
around a kitchen table, or a quick catch up 
over coffee and cake, food has a way of 
bringing people together. It's no different at 
Alpha. Sessions start with food because it's a 
great way to build community and get to know 
each other. 

Then a talk: 

The talks are designed to grab your attention 
and inspire conversation.  We will be using the 
brand new Alpha Film Series, a brilliantly 

mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
https://renewchurch.org.uk/
http://www.alpha.org
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Bottisham 
Village College 
Adult Learning 

New Evening Courses for 
January/February 2017: 

Art History – The Golden Age of 
European Painting 

British Sign Language 

Calligraphy  

Digital Photography 
Night Shots and Winter 

Digital Photography  
Portraits and Street Photography 

Living with Confidence  

Real Indian Cookery 
Curry Delicious 

Stained Glass for Beginners 

Woodwork 

Saturday 18 March 
Workshops  

Calligraphy 

Cook with your Kids 

Paediatric First Aid (Sat/Sun), 
meets Ofsted requirements 

Stained Glass 

Wedding Flowers 

Willow Weaving 

Russian Decorative Painting 

 Most workshops run from 10am 
to 4pm, but check our website for 

full details 

Our full programme can be found 
on our website, together with 

enrolment information:  

www.bottishamvc.org/
adultlearning 

Tel: 01223 811372  email: 
adultlearning@bottishamvc.org 

produced film around twenty-five minutes 
long for each week. They explore the big 
issues around faith and unpack the basics 
of Christianity, addressing questions from Is 
there more to life than this? to Who is 
Jesus? and How can we have faith? to Why 
and how do I pray? 

Followed by good conversation: 

The chance to share thoughts and ideas on 
the topic, and simply discuss it in a small 
group. There's no obligation to say anything 
and there's nothing you can't say. It's an 
opportunity to hear from others and 
contribute your own perspective in an 
honest, friendly and open environment. 

Check out our website 
www.renewchurch.org.uk or contact Alan 
Brand or Peter Wells for more information 
and to sign up. We look forward to exploring 
the Christian faith with you. 

Happy New Year!     Revd Alan Brand 

NEW YEAR BRAINTEASER 
 (the most difficult ones 

from the WI Quiz)  
Find the missing words to form a phrase 

for example: 

7=D in a W would be 7 Days in a Week 

  
1=H on a U 2=W on a B      
6= Z in a M   18= H on a GC     
10=DS       7=C of the R 
8= SW + SD    11=P in a CT    
9=BD    14=P in a S    
25=Q of a C    26=L of the A    
60=S in a M  29=D in F in a 
LY   
54=C in a P (with the J)  64=S on a CB  
100=P in a P 270=S on the LU   
32=DF at which WF   1760=Y in a M  
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From the age of six I wanted to be a 
dancer.  I trained at Body Work in 
Cambridge which set me on my way to 
a dancing career. I worked mostly in 
jazz and musical theatre in shows at 
home and abroad.  I enjoyed myself a 
lot but it was very hard work. You have 
to be very committed.  I believe that 
dancing is something that chooses 
you. Until this drive leaves you, you 
must continue. 

I made the transition from dancing to 
Pilates when I was injured in my last 
dancing job.  I used Pilates to recover 
and realised its effectiveness.  I 
learned that Pilates teaches you how 
to be flexible, improve muscle 
development, and lengthen muscles 
and tone.  It develops your abs, lower 
back and core.  Plus it relieves stress 
and tension derived from daily life.  

There are different methods of Pilates: 
classical and modern. Pilates can 
consist of mat work, small equipment 
(for example, balls and bands), studio 
work with big equipment (for example, 
a barrel, a Cadillac and a reformer).  
Swiss balls are good for more cardio 
work. 

Body Control Pilates (BCP), Polestar 
and Stott are recognised by 
physiotherapists but there are many 
that are not, as it is possible to do a 
one-day course and call yourself a 
Pilates teacher.  However, the body is 
very complex and there is an awful lot 
to learn, including how to adapt Pilates 
exercises to different body 
types.  My course in BCP, 
which is recommended by 
physiotherapists, took me six 

MEETING JULIA BOTTRILL  
A BODY CONTROL PILATES TEACHER 

Julia teaches Pilates at Lode Chapel on Mondays and Thursdays in term times 
from 7 – 8pm.  She spoke to the Editor of In Reach about her life and interests 
and teaching techniques.   

months to complete.  

When I teach I make the class personal 
to each individual because no two 
human bodies move in the same way.  
Individual advice is even more 
important if someone has an injury.  
Also I try and help each person to get 
the most out of a class. Often if 
someone is finding an exercise difficult 
they can manage it when is explained 
in a different way or broken down into 
parts.  

Pilates isn’t constrained by age.  The 
youngest person I taught was 14 years 
old, the oldest in their 90s. If I have a 
class of Over 50s I don’t assume that 
there are some things which they just 
can’t do because, for example, some 
20-year-olds are not as fit as the 
average 50-year-old. I aim to teach the 
person not their age group, and both 
males and females can be stronger 
than younger people. 

One of my students could only move 
her leg by using her hand.  After 18 
months she could move her leg by 
using its muscle and her brain.  I must 
stress that the brain is a powerful tool 
and without this lady’s strong mind and 
willpower it would have taken longer to 
achieve the results. I teach 
rehabilitation classes and I had a male-
only group where people had suffered 
strokes etc.  If people don’t have an 
injury but just want to exercise I’ll find 
out what type of exercise they’re 

looking for. People must 
enjoy the exercise they take 
up or else they are just not 
going to keep it up. 

http://www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
http://www.bottishamvc.org/adultlearning
mailto:adultlearning@bottishamvc.org
http://www.renewchurch.org.uk
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I enjoy a variety of exercises myself.  I 
like Zumba which reminds me of my 
dancing days.  I’ve been doing Jujitsu for 
the past three months and I’m aiming for 
a red belt.  Recently I tried a bounce 
class; this is based on a trampette with 
the aim to jump down into the trampoline 
rather than bounce upwards. Yes, I’ll 
admit to being a bit of an exercise freak. 
The only exercise that I would not do is 
weight training.  Most women don’t need 
to weight train so it’s not something I 
would recommend unless there was an 
identifiable special need.  

I recently took part in a sponsored swim 
to raise money for Homestart Royston 
and South Cambs.  Homestart helps 
families in need. The group helped me in 
the past and I like to give something 
back.  I’ve taught Pilates sessions in the 
Homestart  family group sessions  

I’m a motor bike rider and have taught 
Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) in the 
past.  When I do have 
time I like to read and 
enjoy audio books while 
walking my dog Shadow, 
a Munsterlander.   

I do have a smile on my 
face most days, most of the time.  I feel 
like the cat that got the cream because I 
love my life: I have a beautiful family, I 
love my husband, I love my work and 
have a perfect work/life balance.  I’ve had 
tough times in the past and have a good 
life now and appreciate it. 

Contact Julia on 
01763 244121 

Classes start 
again on 
9 January.  

The Thursday 
class has more 
spaces available 
than Mondays.  

Lode Tennis Club 

H appy New Year! 

As part of our ongoing fund 
raising endeavours, we would like 
to invite you to our Quiz Night on 
Saturday 25 February 2017.  It will 
be held at Bottisham British Legion, 
7:00pm prompt for 7:30pm start for 
teams of six. The ticket price is £5 
per head which will include a 
supper. There is a bar available for 
you to buy drinks.  Why not get 
together with a few friends and 
make up a team and support your 
local club! Contact Sally Jaggard 
C.811848, or Lesley Pulvertaft 
C.812901 to book your places. 

Our new court surface has proven 
to be far easier and safer to use 
during the winter months, please 
contact me if you would like to find 
out how to join your local tennis 
club. The new membership 
subscription year starts on 1

st
 

March 2017 and the rates for 
2017/2018 are as follows: 

Adults £15 each 
Juniors £5 each 
Families £40 each 
Guests - either £2 per guest per 
session or £15 annual fee for 
unlimited guests. 

Keys (either first time or 
replacement of lost) £5 each 

The popular mixed doubles 
competition will be returning next 
year in the spring - watch this 
space for details.  

Don’t forget you can get all the 
latest news, contact Tennis Club 
members, and get other 
information about the club, by 
visiting our website at http://
www.lodetennis.net 

 Jeff Kempster  C.812194 
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5 2  6  4  3 8 

   1  7    

 4      9  

1 6   2   8 9 

  2    1   

7 5   3   6 4 

 1      7  

   9  6    

9 8  3  2  1 6 

The object of the puzzle is 
to fill in the remaining 
squares with the numbers 
from 1 to 9 so that: 

Each row contains all the 
numbers from 1 to 9. 

Each column contains all 
the numbers from 1 to 9. 

Each 3 x 3 box contains all 
the numbers from  
1 to 9. 

Note that each of the 
numbers from 1 to 9 must 
appear just once in each 
row, once in each column 
and once in each 3 x 3 
box. 

Contributed by  
Frank Sillitoe 

 PUZZLE 
122 

Solution on page 26 

Village Freecycle 
If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14th of each month by phone 
(C.813362), drop a note through the letter box at 23 Longmeadow or email 
jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk   Please let me know if you would like anything repeating in 
subsequent issues.   Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.    

Please can you contact the offers after the 1st of the month to make it a little fairer. 

Offered 

 Large comfy beige-toned fabric armchair, 34"width , 36"deep 
& 34"high   

Jean/Christine 01638 742631 or pipnoodlew@icloud.com 
 
Wanted 
 1 or 2 black rectangular recycling bins as formerly used by 

East Cambs before we got the wheelie bins. Broken handles 
are no problem as long as the box itself is OK  

Mike C.813963 or 07747 161843 

 Old light fittings, brown Bakelite switches, iron conduit and switches, bulb 
holders and holders. Sheets and bits of Bakelite.  Postcard rack (carousel if 
possible).                                                                       George 07895 064 727 

http://www.lodetennis.net
http://www.lodetennis.net
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/sites/default/files/heritage-lottery-fund_0.png&imgrefurl=http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/distributor/heritage-lottery-fund&h=160&w=230&tbnid=Z11rZUj_7lOrlM:&docid=SXPL0vJRaPkZ
mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
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BOTTISHAM  
& DISTRICT 

GARDENING CLUB 

Our November speaker was 
Jon Ogborn, a resident and parish 
councillor of Bottisham. He spoke 
about his work in the agro-chemical 
business, producing new varieties of 
seeds and crop protection sprays in 
order to feed the world.  

We heard about the Irish potato 
blight in the 19th century which 
caused starvation and mass exodus 
to the UK and USA, the impact of 
which changed the world.  

Agriculture was in the doldrums in 
the inter-war years and we 
depended on our overseas colonies 
for food supplies during the war, 
which led to the founding of the 
Ministry of Food and subsequently 
ADAS.  

With the introduction of insecticides 
we are now 75-80% self-sufficient. 
But one hectare (2½ acres) of land 
now feeds two people a year; in 
2030 this same area will need to 
feed 5½ people. We will need 60% 
more land to produce the same 
amount of food.  

To produce more we have to depend 
on pesticides. Testing procedures 
are very stringent, with food 
monitored both in the field and at 
supermarkets, so food safety is 
assured.  

He answered many questions from 
the floor. In his opinion it is not 
necessary to wash fruit or to throw 
out food past its sell-by date.  

The title of his talk was Food for 
Thought and it certainly made us all 
think, especially when he told us that 
the standard of hygiene in our 

kitchens and homes caused more 
harm from bacteria than pesticides 
ever did! 

We had a full house for our 
December meeting; Sylvia Overton 
had prepared (from John’s 
photographs) a slideshow called 
Shopping All over the World. She 
showed the ‘Splendour of India’ and 
compared these with the ‘posh 
shops’ of the QVB Centre in Sydney 
and the GUM store in Moscow.  

Markets and their brief history were 
well covered, including Riga in 
Latvia, Barcelona, Casablanca, and 
Funchal, Madeira. We saw many 
souvenir shops, places to eat, and 
some strange and interesting public 
toilets.  

We finished with a brief taster of 
Vietnam, trading on the Mekong, and 
a spider market selling cooked 
insects, including scorpions, small 
birds and what looked like pickled 
snakes but was in fact snake wine.  

As mementos of their visits the 
Overtons now have a large collection 
of small cats, ranging from Murano 
glass to 30p market buys.  

A most interesting talk which brought 
back holiday memories for many of 
our members. She was warmly 
thanked by our new Chairman, Julia 
Green, and will donate her fee to the 
Bottisham Community Library. 

Following the talk members enjoyed 
the social side of the club with mulled 
wine and mince pies. We look 
forward to 2017 with our first meeting 
taking place on Tuesday 24 January. 
Joanna Crosby will be talking about 
The Horticultural History of the Apple 
– 7.30pm in the Poppy Room, British 
Legion. 

www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk  
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group 

Community Nurses: As a result of our 
petition (725 names) Aidan Thomas, 
Chief Executive of the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough NHS Foundation 
Trust, attended our meeting to explain 
about the new Neighbourhood Teams.   

Bottisham and eight other practices 
based just north of the A14 will form the 
‘Cambridge North Villages Team’ with a 
base at Histon.  Community Nurses 
along with other health professionals 
and social care will be part of the team.   

Patients raised questions and voiced 
their concerns about how the continuity 
of care could be maintained, 
particularly the current close connection 
the nurses have with our GPs, and also 
pointed out the delays and difficulties of 
the travelling.   

Another issue highlighted was that 
nurses would not have their medical 
supplies in Bottisham.        

Red Bucket Appeal: So far this money 
has been used for equipment 
requested by the Practice.  At the last 
meeting it was felt we should ask 
patients if they had any suggestions for 
suitable items that could be considered.  

Please pass suggestions to 
s.j.gilson@btinternet.com or leave at 
the reception. 

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group 
would be delighted to hear from you – 
please see the notice board in the 
waiting room for details, speak to the 
receptionist or look at the practice’s 
website for further information  http://
www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what 
your Patients’ Group has achieved. 

Walks for Health:  The next walk with 
our accredited walk leader Steve 
Gilson starts at 11.00am from the 
surgery car park on 11 January, 3 & 15 
February and 3 & 15

 
 March 2017.   Do 

join Steve for a walk he would be 
delighted to see you.  Anglesey Abbey 
walks continue on Thursdays at 10am 
from the reception area. 

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will 
meet on 26 January 2017 at 6.30pm at 
the surgery.                                                                                                                 

Bottisham Patients’ Group  

Concerts are open to the public and 
held on the second Saturday of each 
month, with the exception of July and 

August, at Quy Village Hall and 
commence at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £6.00 available on the door    
For information  C.881049 or C.880522 

DAVID THOMAS 

Cambridge Electronic  
Organ Society       

Saturday 14 January 2017 

PUZZLE No. 122  SOLUTION 
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http://www.bottishamgardeningclub.co.uk
mailto:s.j.gilson@btinternet.com
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
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Public 
Transport 
Matters 

I had read in the Cambridge News that 
Stagecoach were to have a bus 
parked outside Boots on Friday the 
25

 
November and they hoped to meet 

the travelling public and hear their 
views.  There was a photo of the event 
in the CN on the 29

th
 and the elderly 

lady in the picture could have been 
me!  I was talking to a pleasant and 
knowledgeable chap who informed me 
that the 10/11/12 services were to 
change on 1

 
January and he fetched 

printed out sheets from the bus to give 
to me.  I enquired as to whether he 
worked for Stagecoach and he told me 
he was the managing director, Andy 
Campbell – so you have heard the 
information from the top!  There are 
changes which affect us - some a few 
minutes earlier and some a few 
minutes later.   

Simon Norton writes of the cuts in bus 
services, especially the rural 
ones.  Use it or lose it is my 
plea!  Richard Morrison writes in The 
Times on the way cuts in rural services 
cut not just a person’s work and leisure 
use but also tourism – at least 
Anglesey Abbey still has a reasonable 
bus connection but not on a 
Sunday.  He says that when buses 
stop at 6pm we have no access to 
cinemas, theatres and other 
recreations.  In the past six years more 
than 2,000 routes have been 
withdrawn.   

The rail link between Oxford and 
Cambridge via Bedford has been 
confirmed  but it will be several years 
in the building.  East West Rail will be 
responsible for the design, 
construction and operation acting 

separately from Network Rail.   The 
original ‘varsity’ rail link closed in the 
60’s.   

The ‘Looking Back’ section in the 
Cambridge News recently had an item 
on the formation of Premier Travel Ltd, 
when it took over the services of Royal 
Blue Coaches of Cambridge and the 
Harston and District Motor Services 
Company in 1936.  The Newmarket 
branch offers a useful service for 
National Express bookings. 

It is supposed to be full steam ahead 
for the final leg of HS2 but there is still 
much protest – understandable if it is 
going to go through your house or 
village. They now say that it will not get 
Royal Assent by Christmas.  The 
legislation to build the first phase of the 
250mph line running from London to 
Birmingham could be delayed by a 
further three months. 

The misery for users of Southern Rail 
continues due to the striking workers – 
people are losing their jobs because of 
being late for work so often.   

Fares are also due to rise generally for 
rail travellers by possibly 2% but there 
is to be a new compensation scheme 
for trains delayed by 15mins. not 30 
minutes.   

Delays show up problems in the 
infrastructure.  Locally there are major 
engineering issues that need sorting 
out - putting extra trains on the routes 
from Cambridge to Liverpool Street 
and sorting out Ely North.  Cambridge 
North should open in May and bring 
benefits.  The guided busway needs 
repairs costing £36 million and due to 
be paid by BAM Nuttall. 

 Happy travelling!    Paddy James 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50 
Traveline: 0871 200 22 33 
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 Dial 101 

 

Martyn Lord ............... 812644 

lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk 

Anglesey Benefice changes in 
service pattern 

You may have noticed that we have 
returned to one service for the whole 
benefice on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in 
the month. 

The 2nd Sunday service will be a 
Communion Service and the 4th Sunday 
service will be an All Age service that will 
be more suitable for holding Baptisms. 

On the 5th Sunday Lode and Quy will 
have a joint service alternating between 
the two churches. 

We will still provide transport to any of the 
services. We will pick up at Beth's house 
on the corner of Northfields/Lode Road at 
9.40am for the 10.00am services. 

The list of services can be found on the 
notice sheets in the church, on the gate 
and on the website 
www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk 

please contact Julie or Beth for more 
information. 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH  LODE  
with LONGMEADOW 

Anglesey Benefice 

The first meeting of our 2017 Programme 
will be a Communion Service on Thursday 
19 January at 2.30pm in Lode Chapel.   

All are welcome to join us. 

Copies of our full programme for the year 
are available in all five Benefice churches. 

mailto:lodenhw@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
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Endings and beginnings are 
complicated and often interwoven - 
these threads may be particularly 
clear at the turning of the year; a 
marker in the flow of time.   

Sometimes it is good to be able to 
draw a line under a year, which 
may have been painful or 
challenging.  

I am taking a wedding on New 
Year’s Eve for a couple who want 
to be able to mark a transition from 
a difficult time for their family to a 
new  and hopeful beginning as they 
start their married life together. 

For some reading this letter, the 
last year has brought heartache 
that can never be left behind, yet 
somehow they have to turn to the 
coming year to make the most of 
the precious time that remains for 
them.  

For some, this year brings exciting 
possibilities and new opportunities 
that draw them on into the New 
Year. New beginnings come with a 
mixture of feelings. 

New beginnings are very much a 
part of our Christian life too. At 
every service we have the 
opportunity to reflect on the actions 
we regret and the poor choices we 
have made and to bring them to 
God. 

Some would say Christians are 
overly concerned with sin and 
wrongdoing but those who practice 
this discipline know that what is 
most important is not our mistakes 

but God’s forgiveness 
and the promise of a 
new start that we have 
in Christ.  

There is an amazing freedom that 
comes from letting go of what has 
been done, because it can’t be 
undone and moving on to a new 
day with new opportunities to learn 
and grow.  

Forgiveness like the New Year 
enables a change of direction, a 
radical break with the past and the 
opportunity to try the same things 
again with renewed energy and 
commitment and with God’s grace 
and help. 

It is not just individuals who need 
mechanisms for allowing change 
and new beginnings. Communities 
and countries across the world also 
need the same opportunities but 
collective new beginnings are more 
complex still.  

As we begin this New Year we 
hope and pray not simply for our 
own fresh start but for a new 
beginning for the people of Syria 
and the Yemen and many other 
communities. A beginning that will 
allow some healing and the 
possibility of peace and hope for a 
better future. 

God’s blessings to you, Sue 
C.812726  

suethevic@btinternet.com 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 
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Vicar:      Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726   suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwardens:     Julie Sale,  C.811222   juliesale0@gmail.com  

Beth Marsh C.813373  bethmarsh8@btinternet.com 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 

READERS 
JANUARY 
 15 Coral Hatley ............ Ann Langran 
 29 ..................... tba ........................ 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 1 January 
 10.00am Benefice Communion @ 

Bottisham 

FLOWER ROTA 
7-14 January ....... Marise Temple-Smith 
21-28 January ....................... Pat Arnold 
5-12 February ............Elizabeth Mitchell 

BRASSES 
6 or 13 January ..................... Julie Sale 
20 or 27 January ................ Ann Nocton 

SIDESMEN 
JANUARY 
 15  ................................ Coral Hatley 
  29  Peter Swannell ....... Ann Langran 

Sunday 15 January 
 9.30am MORNING PRAYER 

Sunday 29 January 
    9.30am JOINT FAMILY 

SERVICE WITH QUY 

CHURCH CLEANING 
 9am-10am  

Saturday 21 January 
Contact Julie for more 

information 

Sunday 22 January  
 10.00am All Age Service @ 

Swaffham Bulbeck 

Sunday 8 January 
 10.00am Benefice Communion @ 

Bottisham 

I 
 got up early one morning and 
rushed right into the day;  
I had so much to accomplish 

that I didn’t have time to pray. 

Problems just tumbled about me,  
and heavier came each task.  “Why  
doesn’t God help me?” I wondered.  
He answered, “You didn’t ask”. 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but 
the day toiled on grey and bleak, 

I wondered why God didn’t show 
me.  He said, “But you didn’t seek”. 

I tried to come into God’s 
presence;  I used all the keys at the 
lock.  God gently and lovingly chided, 
“My child, you didn’t knock”. 

I woke up early this morning and 
paused before entering the day, I had 
so much to accomplish that I had to 
take time to pray. Anon 

 

mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
mailto:juliesale0@gmail.com
mailto:bethmarsh8@btinternet.com
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
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OUTSIDE  INFORMATION 
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated 

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE : .............................................810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.00pm (9.00am Dispensary) Saturday   CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

BROUGHTON HALL ......................... In an emergency: Swannell 811584 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE ...........................................Emergency 999 

   Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. ........................... 101 

PCSO Ian Hawkins ............................................. ...............................  101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman: Robert Stevens ............... 811643 
Clerk:  Arthur Tomlinson, 5 Mill Road, Lode ................................... 811280 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Peter Wells pandawells@cheerful.com .......... 812388  

ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ......... 211235 

LODE POST OFFICE....................................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL   Bookings - Julie Sale j.sale@homecall.co.uk  811222  
LODE SOCIAL CLUB       lodeclub@gmail.com  ......................... 813016 

THE SHED, Pub & Restaurant   info@the-shed-pub.co.uk 812425 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES  ............ 811055  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:  Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000 

         ................................................................ lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 

       ........................www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Alan Sharp .............................................. 01638 507485   

District Councillor David Chaplin ..................................................... 353181 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING .............................. 0800 131 3348 
BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE .................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ............................................ 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES ............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

http
:

//

^ = Monday to Friday only     
O
 = Saturday only 

+ = Serves Lode Church     # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652, 0722^, 0742

O
, 0749^, 0809

O
, 0912, 

1012+#, 1112, 1212+#, 1312, 1412+# 
1512, 1612, 1712, 1812 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

Monday to Saturday 
0645, 0745, 0815+, 0915, 1015+, 
1115, 1215+, 1315, 1415+, 1515, 

1655+, 1755, 1855 

no service on sundays and bank holidays 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 11 January 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 

Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Gas............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145 
Electricity ....... 0800 783 8838 

Call NHS 111 if you need  
health information  
or reassurance about  
what to do next. 

 
WASTE & RECYCLING 

JANUARY 

Fen Collection—Tuesdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Green lid only 

Village—Thursdays 
 
 
 Border—Refuse & Blue lid 

No border—Refuse & Green lid 

5 17 24 31 

1 7 13 19 26 

POWER CUT? 

CALL 105 
FREE 

O = changed day 

11 

mailto:ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:j.sale@homecall.co.uk
mailto:lodeclub@gmail.com
mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com
http://www.nhs.uk
http://www.nhs.uk
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