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WHAT’S WHERE  
IN LODE STAR 

WHAT’S ON WHEN  
LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  

 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Do you have a local event you would like to see 
advertised here?  Please contact the Editors 

Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am 

Wednesday Coffee Mornings 10.30am LC 

Red2Green PopUp—last Wednesday of the 
month, The Pavilion, SB 

R2Greenhouse, BVC—Tues & Wed 11am 

Advert 
page S 

 3. Editorial 
 4. Lode Parish Council 
 5. ECDC Boundary Changes 

Carol Singing in High St 
 6. Half Marathon & Fun Run 
 7. John Webb 

Cornell Cup Gae 
Ye Olde Pop Inn 

 8. Gardening Club 
Village Walk 

 9. Lode WI 
Village Coffee  daates 

 10. Can you help Leah? 
WEA News 

 11. Village Freecycle 
  Christmas Fair, Burwell 
 12. Bottisham Patients Group 

Lode Christmas Fayre 
 13. Lode Social Club Calendar 
 14. Cruse Bereavement Care 

Electronic Organ Concert 
 15. Lode Wassailers 

CCC Business Plan 
 16. Women’s Refuge Appeal 

Bottisham Library 
 17. Anglesey Abbey & Wicken 

Art Club volunteer needed 
 18. Bottisham Primary School 
 19. Burwell Museum & Windmill 
 20. Swaffham Bulbeck School 

Jimmy’s Night Shelter 
 21. Public Transport Matters 

Little Lode Monkeys 
 23. RE:NEW 
 24 Newcomers Welcome 

CHRISTMAS POSTING DATES 
 25. Neighbourhood Watch 
 26. The Revd. Sue  
 27.  St James’ Church page 
 28.  Outside Information 

December  
 2 Lode WI, 7.30pm LC (p9)  

 4 Bottisham PS Xmas Fair 3.30pm (p16) 

 5 Women’s Refuge Appeal last day (p18) 
Craft Fair @ Mandeville Hall Burwell (p11) 
Ye Olde Pop Inn 6.30pm FH (pp7,13) 

 7 Lode Parish Council 7.30pm FH (p5)  

 11 Christmas tree decoration 3.30pm (p13) 
Health Walk 11am start from Surgery 

 12 Christmas  Fayre,  2pm LC (pp12,13) 
Electronic Organ Concert, Quy (p14) 

 13 Carol Service 4pm Parish Church (p27) 

 14 Lode Parish Council 7.30pm FH 

 15 Gardening Club mtg 7.30pm RBL (p15) 

 17 Carol Singing on the High Street (p5) 

 19 LAST DAY FOR 2nd CLASS POSTING (p24) 

 20 RE:NEW Family Carol Service (p23) 

 21 LAST DAY FOR 1st CLASS POSTING (p24) 

 23 Bottisham Library closes for Xmas (p12) 
Last day for Guaranteed Special Delivery 

 24 Family Crib Service 4pm Parish Church 
Christmas Communion 10pm (p27) 

 25 Christmas Service 10.30am LC (p23) 

 28 The Village Walk 10.30am FH (p8) 
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EDITORIAL December  2015 Issue No: 468 

Please could all items for inclusion in the  

JANUARY 2016 edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Susan Swannell (address below or lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) 

by THURSDAY 10 DECEMBER 2015 (earlier if possible) 

EDITOR: ........... ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 3 WILLOW GROVE, LODE CB25 9EL  812843 
DISTRIBUTION: ................................... DOREEN WEBB, 8 HIGH STREET, LODE  811341 
TREASURER: ......................... JEFF KEMPSTER, 19 ABBEY LANE  CB25 9EP  812194  
ADVERTISING/PRODUCTION: .... SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE,  LODE 811584 
COVER DESIGN: ............................................................. FAY BAWTREE, LONGMEADOW 
PRINTERS:................................ BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

It is good to welcome Bottisham 
Primary School as a regular 
contributor to Lode Star (p18) 
reflecting on activities in the Autumn 
term.  

You know how it is in December.  We 
are busy preparing for Christmas with 
presents to buy and arrangements to 
make for family visits and extra special 
meals.  Sometimes it seems there is 
no time for anything else but that 
would be a shame.  You will see that 
there are lots of events over the next 
four weeks to get us into a neighbourly 
Christmas spirit.  Start with the Pop 
Up Pub on 5 December (p13)  and 
then enjoy the arrival and decoration 
of the Christmas trees in Lode and 
Longmeadow – a new venture 
sponsored by the Lode Social Club 
Committee.  On 17 December we can 
gather round the tree for carol singing 
in aid of the very worthy cause of 
Jimmy’s Night Shelter (p5).  RE:NEW 
and the Benefice will give a warm 
welcome to everyone – regular 

worshippers or otherwise - at various 
different services for families in advent 
and on Christmas Day (see pp23 and 
26).  

For a completely secular experience 
you will have had to book your free 
tickets for the Winter Lights. It is sold 
out but it is good that more than 60 
pairs of tickets have been available for 
the village.  

Lode Star is well served by the 
professional and flexible team at 
Burwell Print and we wish all their 
workers a very Merry Christmas.  You 
may not have thought of it but they 
offer merchandise and printing ideas 
which could be just the job for 
personalised Christmas presents. Pop 
along to Burwell or check out their 
website www.burwellprint.co.uk .  
And to pick up really original gifts go to 
the Christmas Fayre at Lode Chapel 
on 12 December  (p12). 

SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL 
OUR READERS 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

mailto:elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk?subject=Lode%20Star%20magazine
mailto:lodestar.lode@btinternet.com
mailto:jeff.kempster@kempsteranddale.co.uk
mailto:info@burwellprint.co.uk
http://www.burwellprint.co.uk
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Lode Parish Council News 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

Philip Dean ................... 812493 
Longmeadow 

Philip Lane .................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell .......... 812843 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten .................. 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Charlie Rickard ............. 812096 
4 Millards Lane 

Alex Rolland.................. 813666  
43 Northfields 

Vacancy 

CLERK 
Arthur Tomlinson .......... 811280 

5 Mill Road 

It is with regret that, as she and her 
family are having to seek affordable 
housing elsewhere, Joanne McNeely 
has had to tender her resignation as a 
Councillor.  As the May election, with 
the appointment of Alex Rolland and 
Joanne, resulted in the average age of 
the PC falling it is to be hoped that 
other younger members of the village 
will wish to come forward to serve on 
the Council.  ECDC has been advised 
of the vacancy and the co-option 
process put into place. 

Last month it was reported that the PC 
had agreed that a further collection of 
redundant electrical items should be 
held early in the new year.  Regrettably 
the company concerned has advised 
that as the price paid for the recycled 
materials has collapsed the scheme is 
no longer financially viable and has 
been put on hold until such time as the 
price improves. 

Those using the footpath at the top of 
Fassage Close will have observed that 
the encroaching vegetation has been 
trimmed back.  Thanks must go to the 
Messrs Hunter and Folkes who carried 
out this work. 

A comprehensive review of the 
proposed budget was carried out by 
the finance sub-committee and they 
agreed that the Precept should remain 
at the same level as it has been for the 
last 3 financial years at £14000. 

Cllr Platten reported that Edward 
Shrubbs had supplied a load of tar 
chippings and together with Charlie 
Platten and Cllr Rickard these were 
lain down along the track which leads 
from the car park to the Fassage Hall.  
Thanks must go to them especially the 
former as the track is much safer  for 
pedestrians. 

 Cllr Rickard reported that the waste 
bin by the play area had been 
relocated but he had not been able to 
resolve the matter of the crossroads’ 
bin.  It was agreed that Cllr Dean would 
speak to the landowner and Cllr Lane 
should visit the site.  Mr Stephens 
reported that he had cleared a large 
amount of rubbish, much of it too large 
to fit in the bin, from the site. 

Those who use the post office will have 
noticed that the updating of the serving 
counter within the business had been 
completed successfully.  Mrs Arnold 
attended the meeting  to inform the PC 
that it is her wish to make the entrance 
more user friendly for those who find 
the present access a challenge.  A 
company prepared to carry out the 
work has produced plans which have 
been approved by the County’s 
Highways’ Department.  The work will 
provide a new disability ramp to the 
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Arthur Tomlinson  C.811280 
Clerk to the Council, 5 Mill Road, Lode 

annart@btinternet.com 

outside footpath area immediately in 
front of a new entrance door.  
Councillors were able to make a 
number of helpful suggestions and give 
an assurance that she had their 
support for this worthwhile project. 

ECDC has been advised of the 
decision regarding the recommended 
positioning of Church Walk sign.  It 
would appear that the original sign is 

no longer suitable for the new position 
and it will be necessary to fabricate a 
new sign before installation. 

Concern was expressed about the 
unstable state of the posts supporting 
the gate of the play area.  Thanks must 
go to Will Jaggard who has carried out 
the repair. 

It should be noted that the next 
meeting of the PC is scheduled for 
Monday 7 December. 

Please join us for 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
CAROL SINGING  

On the grass opposite the 
Post Office (24 High Street) 

Please come along to sing or 
listen. We will have a 

collection for  
JIMMY’S SHELTER* 

East Road, Cambridge 

THURSDAY  
17 DECEMBER  

from 3:45 until 4:30pm 
(not 13th as previously advertised) 

with Mince Pies at the end 

If you have any questions 
please ask  

Corinne C.811927 or  
Jenny on C.913897 

The Local Government Boundary 
Commission for England  

has carried out a review of the 
electoral arrangements for East 
Cambs District Council. 

The proposals are to reduce the 
number of District Councillors from 
39 to 28. The Commission aims to 
propose a pattern of wards which 
delivers: 

¶ Electoral Equality :Each 
councillor represents a similar 
number of voters 

¶ Community Identity:  reflects the 
identity and interests of local 
communities 

¶ Effective and convenient local 
government 

The proposal relevant to Lode 
and Longmeadow is to have the 
two member ward extended to 
include Swaffham Prior and 
Reach. 

Have your say at 
www.lgbce.org.uk  or write to 
Review Officer (East Cambs),  

LGBCE,  14 Fl.  Millbank Tower,  
London SW1P 4QP  

* see p20 

http://www.lode.org.uk/pc.html
mailto:annart@btinternet.com
http://www.lgbce.org.uk
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This year, for the first time, we used 
online registration and chip timing.   
Places for the half marathon had sold 
out a week before the race which was 
another first for us.  

All times can be found on the Lode 
Runners website - the fastest man 
was Chris Darling from Bottisham in a 
very fast time of 1hr 13mins 4secs.   
For the second year running the 
fastest lady was Juliet Nayler from 
Biggleswade AC. 

Many congratulations to the 8 runners 
from Lode who completed the half 
marathon,  they were:  
Simon Darmody who came 4

th
 overall, 

in a time of 1:23:23 
Stuart Hodgson - 22

nd
, 1:31:03 

Richard Preston - 25
th
, 1:32:01 

Philip Robinson - 1:43: 03 
Jason Hodgson - 2:10:42 
John Lince - 2:12: 44 
Vicki Hodgson - 2:12: 47 
Glenis Moore - 2:28:21 

The numbers for this year’s Fun Run 
were down but 32 runners completed 
the 3 mile (approx) course. 

Congratulations to the 3 runners from 
Lode who took part -   Doreen Webb, 
Lydia LeGatt and Annabel Cullen.   

Sixth Lode Half Marathon & Fun Run 

What a brilliant achievement, well run 
all of you. 

We raised £4500 for the National 
Kidney Federation (in memory of 

Doug Hodgson).  

It was a fantastic team effort and we 
could not have done it without the 
many people who helped by 
stewarding, timekeeping, making 
cakes, serving refreshments, putting 
out signs and all the other things that 
go into organising such an event – a 
big thank you to each and every one of 
you. 

A massive thank you must also go to 
the following local companies who 
sponsored the event: 

Bush Sales & Lettings,  
Mead Construction Ltd,  

D & H Windows & Doors,  
Sweatshop (Cambridge),  

Iceni Water 

and those who allowed us onto their 
land - National Trust, The Environment 
Agency and the Badcock family. 

Many thanks to you all. 

Tessa Shrubbs  
on behalf of Lode Runners 
www.loderunners.co.uk 
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Message from John Webb 

It is with regret and sadness that, owing to illness,  
I have decided to close the family business of  

E J Webb & Son, Funeral Directors. 

I would like to thank all families past and present who 
have done business with us. 

If in the future you require a funeral director I can highly 
recommend Southgate’s of Newmarket (01638 662480) who 

have helped me in the past. 
Thank you all once again, John 

The Pop Inn pub opens again! For 
another evening 

you are invited to enjoy the 
company of villagers and a few 
games, dancing and music on. 

Saturday 5 December  
6.30pm onwards at Fassage Hall 

There will be a bar (two cask 
beers, cider, lager, wine) and there 
will be pub games with Christmas 
hamper prizes, music and dance. 

Come along for a drink with 
friends, play Play Your Cards 
Right, try your hand at our music 

quiz, have a dance.  

Or just come along to be part of the 
village community and to drink a 

pint. 

We do hope to see you there, and 
if it’s anything like the last Pop Inn 

it’ll be a stormer!    

Money raised will be used for  
village Christmas decorations 

The Cornell family  
would like to thank all those 
who sponsored and supported 
the football match played at 
Lode on Sunday 13 September.  

The proceeds from the Jonathan 
'Nifty' Cornell Memorial Cup were 
shared this year between The 
British Heart Foundation and 
Jonathan's Primrose Tribute Fund 
at Arthur Rank Hospice.  

A total of £444.48 was raised and 
sums of £150 were paid to each 
of the two charities,  

the balance of £144.48 came from 
contributions made into the 
collection boxes of Arthur Rank 
Hospice Charities. Jonathan's 
Primrose Fund now stands at well 
over £10,000. 

Editorôs Note:  Clive sent this for 
the November issue of Lode Star.  

It was inadvertently omitted. 
Apologies to Clive. 

http://www.loderunners.co.uk
http://www.southgateofnewmarket.co.uk
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BOTTISHAM & DISTRICT 
GARDENING CLUB  

The 39
th
 Annual General Meeting of the 

Club was held in the Poppy Room, Royal 
British Legion, on Tuesday 27 October.  
Our President, Ken York, welcomed 
members to the meeting and reminded 
those present of the amount of work asked 
of the committee and hoped that we could 
raise a few volunteers to help in the 
coming 40

th
 anniversary year.  He then 

handed the meeting over to the Chairman, 
Derek Latchford.  The minutes of last 
year’s AGM were circulated and agreed.  
Derek reported on the various events held 
throughout the year and thanked the 
committee for all their hard work in making 
the club a success.  

Unfortunately the Treasurer was unwell so 
unable to give her report for the year.  
Copies of the accounts were circulated.  It 
was proposed that we increase the 
membership to £15 p.a. to cover the 
increasing cost of speakers.  The increase 
was agreed unanimously with general 
agreement that this was good value for 
money.  Certificates were then presented 
to those non-members present who were 
winners at the Annual Show (members 
receive the trophies).  The committee 
were all willing to stand for another year 
and were all re-elected unanimously.  

The formal business being complete, 
refreshments and wine were then served 
and members worked on the quiz 
prepared by Eve Cassidy and won by 
Jennifer Clark. 

We meet at 7.30pm in the Poppy Room 
every fourth Tuesday of the month and 
new members are always welcome.  

Our December meeting will be the 
Christmas Social, with mulled wine and 
mince pies, and will include a talk by 
Sylvia Overton on ‘Water’. 

Tricia McLaughlin, Secretary 

You are invited to join 

the Village Walk 
Monday 28 December 

Start 10.30am from 

Fassage Hall 

We will be walking a 
circular route around 
the edge of the 
village. 

There will be 
opportunities to join 

and leave the walk at various 
points. 

After the walk please stay for a 
Soup and Roll lunch in Fassage 
Hall from 12.30pm. 

This is a bring and share lunch 
so it is an opportunity to use up 
your surplus Christmas food. 

Tea and Coffee will be provided.  
You are also welcome to bring 
some alcohol if you prefer. 

Dogs are welcome on the walk 
but cannot be accommodated in 
the Hall. 

If you feel that walking is too 
strenuous but would like to join 
us for lunch you are most 
welcome. 

Please contact Julie Sale 
C.811222, email 

j.sale@homecall.co.uk 

for more information and to say 
how many in your group. 
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LODE WOMENõS INSTITUTE 

Jean Coxall, President welcomed 
members and guests to the November 
Open Meeting of Lode WI and 
introduced Sian Fox, our speaker for 
the evening, whose demonstration was 
entitled ‘Cooking for Christmas’.   

On arrival everyone had received a non 
alcoholic mulled cranberry warm punch 
which was the first of her recipes and 
which tasted delicious.  Sian told of her 
mother’s love of the WI in Wales for 
over 40 years including the months of 
January and February when the 
members were frequently being 
rescued by tractor as the snowfall 
made it impossible to get home!   

Sian’s second recipe was for honey 
and mustard glazed sausages with 
Angela Standley assisting in the stirring 
of the ingredients which when cooled 
went down a treat.    

Sian was closely connected through 
Sainsburyôs with Jamie Oliver on the 
school meals project he introduced and 
was surprised to be sitting next to a 
little girl of six whose lunch 
consisted of a giant Mars bar, a 
large bag of crisps and a can of 
Red Bull.   

Sian then made Stilton and 
cranberry toasts which looked 

We welcome visitors and prospective members.  
Try our meetings free of charge!    
Phone Angela Standley on C.812994  

for details or just drop into Lode Chapel on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7.30pm 

absolutely 
delicious but 
unfortunately 
there was not 
enough to go 
round.  Her last dish was an upmarket 
spiced berry trifle which when we 
tasted it we vowed never to make the 
traditional trifle again.    Sian left us all 
with recipes so who knows what will be 
on our Christmas cooking list this year.     
Jean Coxall thanked Sian for a very 
entertaining demonstration with some 
wonderful tasty samples. 

After some delicious refreshments a 
small amount of business was 
concluded and Cherryhinton WI 
thanked Lode for the invitation to a 
lovely evening. 

The raffle was won by Charlotte 
Beeton, Mavis Cavill and 
Joanne Holmes. 

 WED 2 DECEMBER: 
CHRISTMAS PARTY  

with Bring & Share food  

 

Lode Village Coffee Morning   
wishes you all a very Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New Year 

Our last Coffee Morning of 2015 will be on 
Wednesday 23rd December.   

Please join us for Christmas cheer and nibbles 

Wendy, Julie and Jean hope to welcome you all again in the New Year on 
Wednesday 6 January 2016 

Please remember if you would like a lift to any of the Coffee Mornings  
please contact Julie Sale on 811222 or Wendy on 811356. 

mailto:j.sale@homecall.co.uk


LODE  10  STAR 

Leah is desperately looking for a 
permanent foster home.   

You would have no financial 
responsibility.  

Leah is a 14 year old border collie 
with a good temperament and is 
sociable with other 
dogs but due to a 
series of unforeseen 
circumstances Leah is 
now desperately 
looking for  a 
permanent foster 
home in a safe and 
loving environment 
with someone who will 
enjoy her company 
and be happy to walk 
her twice a day. 

You would have no 
financial responsibility 
for Leah whatsoever 
as we are more than happy to pay all 
the costs associated with taking care 
of Leah including her pet insurance 
premiums, healthy pet club 
membership (covers vaccinations, 

Do you have room in your heart and in 
your home to help Leah? 

flea and worm treatments) grooming 
and her special dietary food 
recommended by her vets. 

If you think you or anyone you know 
may be able to help please call any of 
the following numbers without 

commitment.  I will be 
happy to provide you with 
any further information 
you may need to consider 
before making a decision.   
If you leave your contact 
number I will call you 
back or alternatively 
please email me at the 
address below: 

01487 842399,  
01223 256927;      

07980 638734 or  
07836 280790 

Email:  
sgraham16@sky.com or    

moira.lucas@addenbrookes.nhs.uk 

Many thanks for taking the time to 
read this. 

Moira & Mark Lucas 

News   
The Spring Term will commence on Thursday 7

 
January 

2016.  Entitled ‘A Brave New World?’  Wendy Barnes 
will be exploring all the difficulties facing the English in 17

th
C Virginia. 

Should you wish to book a place or require any further information on this course 
please do not hesitate to contact Shirley Ellis on C.811891.  

If you would like to do additional courses or do not fancy our topics, details of 
other courses available in the area can be found in the WEA brochure available 
from Bottisham  Library or on the WEA website at www.eastern.wea.org.uk 

.Gerry Cowley  C.811539 
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 Village Freecycle 

Offered 

¶ A selection of Spanish and French 
learning materials - books, tapes, 
and CDs.                 Charlie C.812096  

¶ 4 volumes of Country Companions 
Magazines 1990s (full of nice 
pictures);  
Drop-front bureau with drawers  
(dark varnished wood), needs TLC 
on lock.               Ruth 01638 743094 

Wanted 

¶ Any timber planks/old wooden 
furniture for upcycling.  

Andy C.813362 

¶ Old tools, garage items and anything 
classic car related.     Ray C.813117. 

¶ Pedal bike, with stabilisers, suitable 
for just 3 year old grandson.  

Chris + Judith c812085 

¶ Dexion metal angle lengths, for 
garage racking; any condition.  

Tim C.813815 

¶ 2 or 3 wooden pallets.  
Jacqui c811190 

¶ Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches, iron conduit and switches, 
bulb holders and holders.  Sheets 
and bits of Bakelite.  Postcard rack 
(carousel if possible). 

George 07895 064727 

¶ Window Roller Blind (any colour) at 
least 48 inches (1.2 metres) wide, 
any height/length.   

¶ Susan/Peter C.811584 

If you have any offers or wants, please contact me by the 14
th
 of each month by 

phone (C.813362), drop a note through the letter box at 23 Longmeadow or  
email jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk   

Please let me know if you would like anything repeating in subsequent issues.   
Everything is free and nothing is expected in return.    

Please can you contact the offers after the 1
st
 of the month to make it a little 

fairer. 

mailto:sgrahm16@sky.com
mailto:moira.lucas@addenbrookes.nhs.uk
http://www.eastern.wea.org.uk
mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
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News from the Bottisham Patientsõ Group 

Congratulations:  Both Dr McGrath 
and Dr Thijskens have given birth to 
gorgeous baby girls, mums and 
daughters are doing well. 

More on Flu Vaccinations: The 
Practice thanks patients for attending 
the flu clinics, to which there has been 
a good response.  However there is 
still vaccine available so please 
contact reception if you wish to take 
advantage, before it all goes. 

Tombola at Flu Clinics: Thanks to all 
those who kindly contributed to this.  
Over the two sessions £141 was 
raised with a further £10.60 from the 
Red Bucket Appeal to go towards 
purchasing a second Ambulatory 
Blood Pressure Monitor as requested 
by the Practice.  Patients attending on 
31 October seemed generally amused 
to find the surgery decorated and staff 
attired appropriately for Halloween. 

Self Care for Life: NHS is promoting 
self care for life, with advice on how to 
look after your health, to keep well and 
to deal with chronic conditions. It is 
important to try and ease pressure on 
the NHS.  See the surgery noticeboard 
or website www.nhs.uk/selfcare  

Patients’ Group: The Patients’ Group 
would be delighted to hear from you – 
please see the notice board in the 
waiting room for details, speak to the 
receptionist or look at the practice’s 
website for further information  http://
www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/
ppg.aspx?p=D81055 and see what 
your Patients’ Group has achieved. 

Walks for Health:  The next walks 
with our accredited walk leader Steve 
Gilson start at 11.00am from the 
surgery car park on 11 December and 
in 2016: 8 and 27 January, 5 and 
24 February, 11 and 30 March, 8 and 
27 April.  Anglesey Abbey walks 

continue on Thursdays at 10am from 
the reception area. 

Next Meeting: Patients’ Group will 
meet on 28 January 2016 at the 
surgery.  Come along to learn more 
about the Patient Group or if you would 
like to join us.  

Repeat Prescriptions: Please request 
them before Christmas week if you 
can.  

Bottisham Patients’ Group  

Saturday 12 December  
2-4pm at Lode Chapel 

Christmas stalls,  
raffle, teas and coffees 

Santa will attend at 2.30pm 
to collect children’s letters 

All money raised will go 
towards the village 

Christmas decorations which 
will be put up on the previous 

day (11 Dec) 

Entry is free 

If you wish to hold a stall 
please contact the Social 

Club: 

lodeclub@gmail.com 

The Lode with 
Longmeadow 

Christmas  
Fayre  
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Lode Social Club Committee 
Village Christmas Decorations 
Lode Social Club Committee is extending this year's Christmas Fayre to 
include decorations in the village, a ‘pop up’ Christmas pub and a Santa 
Claus visit. 

Money raised from the activities and a contribution from Lode Fete 
Committee will enable us to buy decorations and a tree.  The 
decorations will be kept for the future and we hope to add to them if the 
idea is a success, so do please take advantage if you want to see the 
Lode with Longmeadow’s Christmas decorations become an annual 
event. 

Saturday 5 December 
On Saturday 5 December the Pop Inn will be open from 6.30pm at the 
Fassage Hall.  A Christmas hamper will be the prize for the winner of the 
old Social Club favourite ‘Play Your Cards Right’ (entry free) and 
another hamper as prize for the winner of a music quiz run during the 
evening.  Cask ales, lagers and wine will be available to buy at very 
reasonable prices.  Later there will be the opportunity for a twirl around 
the floor if you feel inclined!  We are particularly keen for the older 
residents to be able to attend and urge you to offer lifts to neighbours 
who would like to come but who find the walk a bit daunting.  The 
parking at the back of the Fassage will be available to people who need 
to gain close access, and the allotment car park is open for those who 
can walk the 100 yards to the Hall (potholes have been repaired). 

Friday 11 December 

Volunteers will decorate trees in Lode and Longmeadow on Friday 
11 December during the afternoon and parents and children are invited 
to add their own decorations from 3.30 pm onwards. 

Saturday 12 December 

Saturday 12 December is the day of the Christmas Fayre in Lode 
Chapel from 2.00 pm, with Santa Claus visiting at 2.30 pm.  Santa will 
be able to pick up Christmas letters and may have small gifts for the 
children – we’ll see! 

Tuesday 5 January  
We hope that the village decorated Christmas trees will be the focus for 
other events, and please feel free to organise your own activity.  We do 
anticipate that the village wassailers will be singing their ever-increasing 
repertoire around the tree on Twelfth Night (Tuesday 5 January) at 
8.30pm prior to the decorations being taken down the following day. 

Lode Social Club Committee lodeclub@gmail.com. 

http://www.nhs.uk/selfcare
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
http://www.mysurgerywebsite.co.uk/ppg.aspx?p=D81055
mailto:lodeclub@gmail.com
mailto:lodeclub@gmail.com
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Could you train to be a Cruse Bereavement Volunteer? 

Awareness in Bereavement Care 
The Cruse nationally accredited bereavement  

                              volunteer training 

March 2016 - June 2016   10 Monday evenings plus 3 Saturdays 

At the Meadows Community Centre, St Catharine’s Road, Cambridge CB4 3XJ 

Open Evening for more information to be held on Monday 7 December  
at the Meadows Community Centre 

Phone 01223 302662   Email cambridge@cruse.org.uk 
 http://www.cruse.org.uk/home     (Registered Charity No. 208078) 

When someone you love dies, it can 
feel as though a piece of you has 
died too. But you don’t have to go 
through it alone. 

Cruse Bereavement Care is here to 
support you through one of the most 
difficult experiences you will ever 
have to face. 

Cambridge Cruse Bereavement Care 
is your local branch of the voluntary 
national bereavement care 
organisation. Established in 1965 
with the active support of the Mayor 
and City Council of Cambridge, 
Cambridge Cruse Bereavement Care 
now has over a hundred specially 
trained volunteers working in 
Cambridge, Fenland, South Cambs, 
East Cambs, Uttlesford, Ely, 

Newmarket, Saffron Walden and 
Haverhill.  Cambridge Cruse operates 
in your Parish. 

Bereavement is a very personal and 
unique experience for each individual. 
Yet the intense feelings and emotions 
we experience at the time of 
substantial loss are normal. 

Cruse provides well-trained, under-
standing Bereavement Support 
volunteers to whom you can talk in 
complete confidence. Our volunteers 
are able to give support over a period 
of time appropriate to individual 
needs. There is no charge. 

Get in touch: Cambridge Cruse 
Helpline: 01223 633536.  

Cambridge Cruse Office (admin only) 
01223 302662. 

Cruse Bereavement Care 

Concerts are open to the public and held 
on the second Saturday of each month, 
with the exception of July and August, at 

Quy Village Hall and commence at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets £6.00 available on the door.     
For information  C.881049 or C.880522 

Matthew Bason 

C  E   
O  S        

Saturday 12 December 2015 
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The Lode Wassailers  
Wassailing is   is a traditional cere-
mony involving singing and drinking 
the health of trees on Twelfth Night in 
the hopes that they might better thrive.  

The purpose of wassailing is to 
awaken the cider apple trees and to 
scare away evil spirits to ensure a 
good harvest of fruit in the autumn.  

The ceremonies of each wassail vary 
from village to village and Lode village 
has now had a Wassail Group for the 
last five years who sing their repertoire 
around the village and the community 
orchard in return for drinks and 
snacks.  The wassailers are male and 
always dressed in DJs and top hats. 

A folktale from the west country 
reflecting this custom tells of the Apple 
Tree Man, the spirit of the oldest apple 
tree in an orchard, and in whom the 
fertility of the orchard is said to reside. 
In the tale a man offers his last mug of 
mulled cider to the trees in his orchard 
and is rewarded by the Apple Tree 
Man who reveals to him the location of 
buried treasure.   

We await such an event in Lode…… 

Twelfth Night will be on Tuesday 
5 January, and the Lode Wassailers 
will finish their tour at the Christmas 
tree in the High Street at 8.30pm 
where we hope lots of villagers will 
join us with drinks and a willingness to 
join in one of the songs.   

Cambridgeshire County Council is 
reviewing its annual business plan, 

which includes looking at the 
authority's priorities and setting our 

budget for 2016/17.  

Cuts in funding from central 
government coupled with increased 
demand and inflation means that we 
need to save £100 million over the 
next five years, on top of the £200 
million  in savings we've already made.  

Next year we need to save £41million - 
that's the equivalent of 9% of our entire 
budget. 

Options include  

¶ removal of mobile library 
service to save £160k over 
two years;  

¶ reduce winter maintenance 
on roads to save £650k;  

¶ create a shared planning 
service with district 
councils. 

Before any final decisions are made, 
we would like your views. We have 
developed a short video explaining our 
current situation, and ways we could 
respond to them.  

Visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
challenge  then complete the survey  
If you would like a paper copy of this 
document or, on audio cassette, 
Braille, large print or in other 
languages please contact us: 
by phone on 01223 715300 or 
research.performance@cambridges
hire.gov.uk 

Contact your County Councillor 
Mathew Shuter on 01638 508729 to 

give your comments. 

http://www.cruse.org.uk/home
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/challenge
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/challenge
mailto:research.performance@cambridgeshire.gov.uk?subject=Budget%20Planning%202015%20consultation%20feedback
mailto:research.performance@cambridgeshire.gov.uk?subject=Budget%20Planning%202015%20consultation%20feedback
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* The Library will be closed over 
the Christmas period.  
We close on Wednesday 
23 December and re-open on 
Tuesday 5 January. 

* We have a new Colour Laser 
Printer (at last) – 10p for black 
and white copy, 20p for colour. 

* Did you know you could reserve 
books – newly printed ones or 
the more obscure free of charge? 
Delivery usually takes a week. 

* We are intending to hold some 
sessions in the New Year 
offering help for Library Members 
with using some data bases (eg 
Which Magazine and Ancestry 
UK) and Help with using a 
Tablet.  

* Looking at recent statistics whilst 
numbers visiting and numbers 
borrowing children’s books are 
good, adult fiction borrowing has 
decreased by 400 and 260 
issues in the last two quarters.  
Why not make a regular library 
visit one of your New Year 
Resolutions? 

* Please keep Saturday 
30

 
January free and organize a 

team for our Library Quiz at the 
Royal British Legion. 

Come to the Library,  
browse and borrow, 
And help make sure  
it is there tomorrow 

 Sylvia Overton C.811792 

BOTTISHAM  
COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY  
ASSOCIATION 

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ  

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜŦǳƎŜ  

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ǇǇŜŀƭ 

Please help make Christmas 

special for the families at the 

Refuge 

Any gift items for ladies and 

their children would be most 

appreciated.  

Teenagers are always the 

most difficult to buy for. 

 

 

 

 

 

Once again Corinne has 

kindly agreed to have a 

collection box in her shop. 

LAST DONATION DATE  

SATURDAY 5 DECEMBER 

The Cambridge Women’s 

refuge is one of the charities 

that Ely Diocesan Mother’s 

Union support.  

They thank you for your 

contributions. 

The Women’s Refuge is the 
Shop at Lode’s 2015 charity.  
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Howard Cooper  
Communications Officer 01353 720274  

Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen 
News and Events ð December 2015 

At the time of writing Anglesey 
Abbey is a hive of activity as we get 
ready for Winter Lights. If you’re 
coming along we hope you have a 
fantastic night out. All 
complementary tickets for Lode 
residents have now been allocated 
and tickets for general sale sold out 
weeks ago. 

This year we are re-creating 1960s 
Christmas in the Domestic Wing of 
the House. This is a chance to enjoy 
the smells, sights and sounds that 
went on ‘below stairs’ as the staff 
prepared Christmas fit for a Lord. 
The event runs from Thursday-
Sunday, from 3–20 December, 
11am–4pm. 

Preparations for Christmas are in full 
swing at Wicken Fen. Children can come 
and see Father Christmas at the Fen on 
Saturday and Sundays,  
5-20 December, timed tickets from 10.30–
2pm.  We also have a Christmas Elves 
Workshop with Father Christmas for 
under 5s on 9, 10,16 & 17 December, 
10.15-11.45am. Tickets for both events 
(£8.50 including a present) and are 
available from the Wicken Fen Visitor 
Centre on 01353 720274.  Please book 
early to avoid disappointment as both 
events will sell out.  

If you planning some Christmas shopping 
but want to avoids the crowds both 
Anglesey Abbey and Wicken have gift 
shops packed with great gift ideas from 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

 
SATURDAY MORNING  

ART CLUB 
We have been very fortunate in 
having Liz Cook running this thriving 
Art Club since September but she 
needs some help so that it can 
continue next term.  

A Job Share would be ideal so that 
Liz is not committed to each and 
every Saturday. 

Children 4-10 years meet during term 
time from 10.15-11.15am in 
Bottisham Library  

If you are interested 
please contact: 

Valerie Leake on 
C.811324 or  
Helen Cole C.812573 
for further details. 

tasty treats, books, games, bags, 
jewellery, pottery; much of it produced 
by local artists and craftsmen. You can 
always give a loved one a whole year 
of great days out by giving them gift 
membership to the National Trust. 
Rates start from just £30 a year (for 
under 25’s) – you can even pay by 
monthly direct debit to help spread the 
cost. You can purchase membership 
at both Anglesey and Wicken and it 
only takes a couple of minutes to 
complete the paperwork. 

If you fancy a festive walk over 
Christmas, Wicken Fen is open every 
day except Christmas Day, 10am-5pm, 
Anglesey Abbey is closed Christmas 
Eve to Boxing Day inclusive, re-
opening at 10.30 on Sunday 27 
December. 

Merry Christmas and happy New Year 
from all the team at Anglesey Abbey. 
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We have had a busy but very happy 
Autumn Term which will, by the time 
this comes to press, be gearing 
towards Christmas activities and 
fun.   Our community of pupils, staff, 
parents, volunteer helpers and 
governors continue to work hard to 
provide a happy, stimulating and 
successful environment in which our 
children can thrive.   

Where possible teachers like to bring 
the curriculum to life.  Highlights of the 
term so far have been Castle Day in 
October - an opportunity for the 
younger children to experience life in a 
castle without having the 
inconvenience of traditional medieval 
plumbing or the risk of a siege!  The 
children also made their own wonderful 
models which have been proudly on 
display. A History Quiz in November 
enabled teams of children to pit their 
wits against each other in a light-
hearted way. 

The children are encouraged to think 
about the needs of others and had 
great fun on Roald Dahl Day at the end 
of September, dressing up as their 
favourite character from the stories and 
raising money for various children's 
charities along the way.  They also 
joined in with nation on Friday 
13th November to raise money 
for Children in Need.   

Our very active PTA, who last 
year raised an amazing 10,000 
for projects which will include 
developing our outdoor teaching 
area, have begun the new 
school year with renewed 
energy and vigour.   So far this 
term they have been able to 
fund an enjoyable visit from the 
M & M Theatre Company who 
performed 'Alice In Wonderland' 
to the whole school.  Later, in 

News from Bottisham Primary School 
December, their efforts 
will help support the 
whole school to go to 
see 'Cinderella' at the 
Cambridge Arts Theatre, 
a much anticipated treat!    

The popular Christmas Craft Fair 
evening in November is becoming a 
lovely tradition.   Still to come is the 
Christmas Fair on Friday 
4 December from 3.30-5.30pm - 
Father Christmas usually manages to 
find time in his busy schedule to pay us 
a visit.   

The Foundation Stage and Key Stage 
One Christmas production this year is 
'The Bossy King', which we will look 
forward to seeing.  And one of the 
pleasures for me of my role as 
governor is the Christmas lunch where 
staff and governors serve the delicious 
lunch and I get the opportunity to chat 
to the children.   

We wish you all a Happy Christmas. 

Sarah Wormald, Chair of Governors 

 

Visit the Bottisham School website, 
www.bottisham.cambs.sch.uk for 
further information about the school, 

including key dates.   
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Winter at Burwell Museum 

Thank you to everyone that has 
supported, visited and volunteered at 
Burwell Museum and Windmill this 
year.  We've had a really successful 
season with lots of new events and 
welcomed many new helpers to our 
team.  Although we are now closed 
to visitors until Easter weekend 2016, 
there is still a lot going on behind the 
scenes and WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

 

Become a front of house or  
fund-raising volunteer 

Are you enthusiastic, community-
minded and want to offer some time 
to a local charity? If this sounds like 
you then please get in touch about 
becoming a volunteer with the 
museum and our Friends.  No 
previous experience required and 
you'll receive a very warm welcome.  
We're especially looking for meet and 
greet volunteers, tea room helpers, 
windmill tour guides and fund raising 
support.  Interested? Please email 
volunteers@burwellmuseum.org.uk 
or call 01638 605544. 

Burwell 
Photo 
Competition 

Next year the 
Friends of Burwell Museum plan to 
launch a community calendar which 
will feature YOUR PHOTOS! The 
theme of the calendar will be 
'Burwell Past and Present'. 

The 2017 calendar will be on sale 
from Summer 2016.  Photos should 
be submitted between now and 
1 April 2016 with winners announced 
in May.  Photos must be 
accompanied by an entry form 
which is available Tina's shop in 
Burwell, by email from 
education@burwellmuseum.org.uk 
or downloadable from the museum 
website.  Good Luck! 

 

'T'  is for totally terrific Trustees! 

Burwell Museum Trust is recruiting 
three new Trustees to help further 
develop the museum and windmill in 
2016 and beyond.  If you have 
management, marketing and PR, 
events or fund-raising experience 
then we'd love to speak to you.  If 
you have other skills and experience 
to offer please contact us – there 
may be another role to suit you. For 
an application pack email Mel on 
mel@burwellmuseum.org.uk  or 
call us an informal chat.  

Volunteers at work during the Museum Fete 

www.burwellmuseum.org.uk 

01638 605544 

Burwell Museum Mill Close 
Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0HL 

http://www.bottisham.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:volunteers@burwellmuseum.org.uk
mailto:education@burwellmuseum.org.uk
mailto:mel@burwellmuseum.org.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/sites/default/files/heritage-lottery-fund_0.png&imgrefurl=http://www.lotterygoodcauses.org.uk/distributor/heritage-lottery-fund&h=160&w=230&tbnid=Z11rZUj_7lOrlM:&docid=SXPL0vJRaPkZ
http://www.burwellmuseum.org.uk/
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News from Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School  

At the time of writing, the trees are not 
yet bare and the weather is 
unseasonably warm, but still it feels 
that we are racing towards Christmas, 
with the usual spate of school events. 

Our annual bonfire and fireworks 
celebration was incredibly well-
attended (many thanks to those of you 
from the village who came to join us!), 
and we raised a record £1,444 towards 
school funds. These will be used to 
provide the Christmas entertainment 
for the children and to purchase new 
creative equipment for the school 
playground. 

This was closely followed by the 
wreath laying at the War Memorial, 
attended as always by the oldest and 
youngest child in the school, and then 
by Children In Need. This year the 
children paid to come into school as 
superheroes or, for those that didn’t 
want costumes, just as their normal  
out-of-school selves – after all, all our 
children are superheroes in their own 
way! 

Following our last half-term’s focus on 
resilience, we now enter national Anti-
Bullying week, with a range of 
activities, including some joint sessions 
with Swaffham Prior primary school.  
As a small school, our close 
relationships with the schools in 
Swaffham Prior, Bottisham and Burwell 
are hugely beneficial for our staff and 
children, and we enjoy running joint 
activities whenever possible. 

We currently have two governor 
vacancies, and have other governors 
standing down in 2016. We are 
especially looking for people with the 
ability to think strategically and with 
experience of either financial 
management, health & safety, or 
personnel management, but the most 

important skill is to be willing to 
work enthusiastically as part of our 
team. If you are interested in being a 
school governor, and contributing to 
the life of our school, then please email 
me. 

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 
AWeatherup@swaffhambulbeck. 

cambs.sch.uk  

Night Shelter 

For 365 days of the year Jimmy’s 
Night Shelter opens its doors and 
welcomes the homeless of 
Cambridge. We offer shelter to 25 
men and six women (and two dogs) 
who would otherwise be forced to 
sleep rough on the streets. Each year 
we accommodate over 300 different 
people and provide the equivalent of 
around 10,000 bed spaces. 

Jimmy’s is named after Jim who 
spent much of his life rough sleeping, 
including, in his later years, living 
beneath the motorway bridge at 
junction 13 of the M11. He was an 
inspirational character and when he 
died, a dedicated group vowed that a 
permanent night shelter would be 
established in his memory.  

Jimmy’s works alongside a range of 
organisations. These include the 
Street Outreach Team, drug and 
alcohol workers, mental health 
support, St John’s Ambulance, young 
people’s advisors and the medical 

services. Visit http://
jimmyscambridge.net/ 
 to find out more. 
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Continued on next page 

Public Transport Matters  
I wrote in October of the 
chaos at Cambridge 
railway station as regards 
ticketing while the 

rebuilding is being carried out.  We 
allowed time, therefore,  before our train 
was due in order to renew our senior 
rail passes and obtain tickets through to 
Portsmouth.  “Sorry“, says cheerful 
young man, “we don’t do renewals 
here, you have to go to another 
office.“  But he could do the tickets to 
Portsmouth and give us a receipt so 
that we could get our passes at King’s 
Cross station.  An efficient chap there 
organised the renewals and asked 
whether we really meant to go to 
Portsmouth from Victoria station rather 
than Waterloo.  We had just presumed 
that the young chap was booking via 
Waterloo and hadn’t mentioned it.  We 
ended up with new tickets stapled to the 
old ones and with the correct route but, 
of course, we now couldn’t put them 
through the machines at the 
platforms.  Fortunately, there was 
always a member of staff there to wave 
us and our luggage through.   

With assisted boarding with a minibus 
ride into the innards of Brittany Ferries 
Pont-Aven and then the lift we were 
soon settling into our pleasant crossing 
to Santander for five nights.   

Our return journey turned out to be 
rather more rocky as we entered the 
Bay of Biscay!  Once again I checked at 
the little tobacconists near our hotel and 
discovered that our bus card like an 
Oyster card was still valid and in 
credit!  We topped it up and set off into 
the centre and visited the little café in 
the railway station to be greeted with 
happy smiles of recognition and 
handshakes with the staff – a lady, her 
dad and uncle!  Who needs pastures 
new – revisiting happy times from the 
past can be gratifying. 

£100,000 is being invested into an 
upgrade of Newmarket Railway 
Station – a partnership of Abellio 
Greater Anglia, Newmarket 
Racecourses, Jockey Club Estates, 
Tattersalls, Suffolk CC and Suffolk 
Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. (Mark Carne has suggested 
that businesses should pay for new 
railways as they can benefit.)  New 
signs saying ‘Newmarket Home of 
Horse Racing’ and new LED customer 
service screen to provide an easier 
review of running information and a card
-only ticket machine where you can also 
collect tickets bought on-line. Jet-
washed platforms and hanging baskets.  
Car park improved.  However, there has 
been a complaint that this is not good 
enough! – increase to a half-hourly 
service to prevent standing at busy 
times and increase the car-parking 
available.  A Newmarket station on the 
Ely to Bury route or re-open 
Chippenham junction? 

The campaign group Rail Haverhill has 
collected 3,000 signatures in support of 
a rail link between Haverhill and 
Cambridge.  You can join on-line 
(http://railhaverhill.org.uk/) or they will 
have a market stall on 4 December. 
They feel it would benefit commuters as 
Cambridge housing is now so 
expensive.  Simon Norton, the transport 
campaigner, is arguing for revenue 
support for buses as he says that a 
comprehensive service cannot be 
provided on a purely commercial 
basis.  The City Deal makes no 
provision for this.  Rail Future East 
Anglia has published a map (Twitter: 
@RailfutureEA) http://www.railfuture. 
org.uk/east/docs/Railfuture-East-
Anglia-Leaflet-Haverhill-Online-
Petition.pdf of how a metro system for 
Cambridge and around could look. 

mailto:AWeatherup@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:AWeatherup@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
http://jimmyscambridge.net/
http://jimmyscambridge.net/
http://railhaverhill.org.uk/
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/east/docs/Railfuture-East-Anglia-Leaflet-Haverhill-Online-Petition.pdf
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/east/docs/Railfuture-East-Anglia-Leaflet-Haverhill-Online-Petition.pdf
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/east/docs/Railfuture-East-Anglia-Leaflet-Haverhill-Online-Petition.pdf
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/east/docs/Railfuture-East-Anglia-Leaflet-Haverhill-Online-Petition.pdf
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National Express continues to zoom 
along the A1303 but there are still no 
signs or information at Newmarket bus 
shelter by and opposite Hughes shop.  I 
have now got Suffolk C.C. involved and 
they are contacting National Express.  

Congestion continues to be a major 
problem in Cambridge and there are 
regular complaints of delayed 
buses.  Our non-show today of the 10 
at 10am turned out to be due to the 
installation of temporary traffic lights in 
the heart of Newmarket and  total chaos 
there!  You feel sorry for the bus drivers 
having to cope all day.   Bob Stevens 
has told me of an informative website 
‘Realtime Trains’ which gives details on 
the progress of every passenger and 
freight train in the country to the nearest 
minute and their history for the past 
seven days.  It is interesting to explore 
the freight trains and their routes in 
connection with the wish to get more of 
the A14 freight traffic on to rail.  The 
doubling of the line between Soham 
and Ely will help but the Felixstowe 
branch line should be done first.  Bob 
suggests various ways that things could 
be improved. 

The first new railway in a century 
between a major city and London – 
Oxford to London Marylebone via 
Bicester has been opened by Network 
Rail chief executive Mark Carne.  It is 
operated by Chiltern Railways - 12 
miles of new track, three stations at a 
cost of £320 million.  Chiltern is owned 
by Deutsche Bahn.   This is part of the 
east-west rail project linking Oxford to 
Milton Keynes and Bedford and on to 
us in Cambridge, then Ipswich and 
Norwich and dubbed the Varsity 
Line.  Crossrail 2 would benefit us too.   

Upgrades on other routes are being 
delayed due to costs - the Trans-
Pennine route, Midland Mainline 
between Bedford and Sheffield and the 

stretch between Bedford, Kettering and 
Corby. 

National Express coaches are running 
over the Christmas period and 95% of 
rail services will run except that there 
will be ‘works on the line’ including 
Greater Anglia.  Paddington station will 
be closed on December 27 and 28. 

Just a reminder that the ‘Man in Seat 
61’ http://www.seat61.com/ is a very 
useful website  when travelling to 
France – he recommends Eurostar to 
Lille and then changing to a 
TGV.  Having heard of the recent 
experience of neighbours changing 
trains at Paris, which involves changing 
stations, it is obviously preferable! 

Happy travelling!    Paddy James 

Rail info: 08457 48 49 50 
traveline: 0871 200 22 33 

at Lode Chapel  
on Thursdays in term time 

9.30am-11.00am 

£1 contribution per family  
per session 

littlelodemonkeys@gmail.com 

LITTLE 
LODE 
MONKEYS 
Fun and 
activities for 
you and your 
little ones 
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RE:NEW 
  Church Family 

Every day is a gift …  
At the time of writing there are 
precisely 42.5 shopping days left ’til 
Christmas, 15 days ’til my wife’s 
birthday and 19 days ’til our Wedding 
Anniversary.  

We do a lot of ‘counting down the 
days’ in life. After celebrating our 
youngest child’s second birthday 
recently, our 5 year old wanted to 
know if it was his birthday next 
(thinking it would be the next day!)  
He was quite puzzled to hear that, 
yes, he is the next of our children to 
celebrate their birthday, but not for 
another 100 days! 

It is not wrong to look forward to 
things, especially spending time with 
special people, going on holiday and 
family celebrations; however, if we 
focus too much on the countdown, we 
can neglect to appreciate that every 
day is a gift (thatôs why itôs called the 
present!) 

We are now in Advent, and if we are 
not careful, it is easy to view this 
season as simply a countdown to 
Christmas Day (with the help of a 

daily piece of chocolate!), rather than the 
time of preparation for Jesus’ coming - 
which it is. 

My encouragement to you through 
Advent and Christmastime is, ñDonôt just 
count the days é make the days countò 
Every day is an opportunity to make a 
positive difference to someone, 
somewhere. 

This Advent, I will be encouraging our 
RE:NEW family to make every day count 
by doing something specific, enabling us 
to focus on important areas of life, things 
it is good to be aware of, ways we can 
make a difference.  I am writing an 
Advent resource with some practical 
examples of how we can do this; email or 
call me if you would like a copy.  

You are also, as ever, very welcome to 
join us at RE:NEW any time! 

I pray you’ll have a special Advent and a 
wonderful Christmastime. 

Alan 

RE:NEW Services in December 2015 

We have activities for children and young people at all our morning services 
which are held at Bottisham Primary School.    

A crèche is available if required.  All are welcome. 

  6 December  10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture with Holy Communion 
13 December  10.30am – RE:NEW Café style  
13 December  6.20pm – Traditional service. (Lode Chapel) 
20 December  10.30am – RE:NEW Family Carol Service   

Friday 25 December – Christmas Morning Service. 10.30am  

27 December  10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture 
27 December  6.20 pm – Traditional service.  (Lode Chapel) 
For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact: 

Rev. Alan Brand on C.812558.  Email: alanbrand77@icloud.com 
or Peter Wells on C.812388. Email: pandawells@cheerful.com 

Or visit our website at  www.re-new.me.uk 

http://www.seat61.com/
mailto:alanbrand77@icloud.com
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
http://www.re-new.me.uk


LODE  24  STAR 

    
 

International Standard (formerly Airmail) and all International 
Tracking and Signature services (formerly Airsure® and 

International Signed For®) 

Fri 4 Dec Africa, Middle East 

Mon 7 Dec 
Asia, Cyprus, Far East, Eastern Europe (except Czech 
Republic, Poland and Slovakia) 

Tue 8 Dec Caribbean, Central and South America 

Thu 10 Dec Australia, Greece, New Zealand 

Mon 14 Dec Czech Republic, Germany, Italy, Poland 

Tue 15 Dec Canada, Finland, Sweden, USA 

Wed 16 Dec Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Portugal, Spain 

Thu 17 Dec France 

Fri 18 Dec 
Belgium, Denmark, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, 
Slovakia, Switzerland 

International Standard HM Forces Mail  
British Forces Post Office®  

Fri 27 Nov Operational BFPOs 

Fri 11 Dec Static BFPOs 

UK Inland Services 

Sat 19 Dec 2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For® 2nd Class 

Mon 21 Dec 1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For® 1st Class 

Wed 23 Dec Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed® 

Latest Recommended Posting Dates for Christmas 2015  

Newcomers Welcome 
Have you moved into the 

village in the  
past couple of years?   

We want to organise an event on a 
Saturday morning in January when 
you can meet neighbours and share 
ideas about how to improve village 
life.   

Food and fun must be included!    

Contact Parish Councillors 
Elizabeth Mitchell C.812843 or Alex 
Rolland C.813666 if you are 
interested in taking part. 
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 Dial 101 

 

Martyn Lord ............... 812644 

We have had a busy start to 
the new school year, with children returning for 
their second year with us, along with new 
children joining.   As staff, and as parents, we 
are always anxious that our children will settle 
and make new friends, but it is heart-warming 
to see that children make friends quickly and 
each year we see new friendship groups 
forming. 

The Early Years Foundation Stage places 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
as a Prime area for young children’s 
development. At Little Legs of Lode we strive to 
ensure that each child feels safe, secure and is 
well supported to become part of a group.  At 
the moment the children are enjoying singing 
songs on their own, or showing us a dance 
move at circle time.  One little boy likes to show 
us how a chameleon moves!  Everyone claps 
and celebrates these individual shows. 

Our topic for this half term has been Light and 
Dark and the children have been making dens 
in forest school and learning about night 
creatures.  They have made a collage of owls, 
and in the typical Montessori way, each owl is 
very individual! 

We have also celebrated Diwali and will be 
learning The Nativity story. 

We finish the term with a Christmas Bazaar.  
This will be the first time we have organised a 
bazaar and we hope that it will be a success.  
All money raised will go towards buying new 
equipment for the children to enjoy.  The last 
day of term will be celebrated with a party and 
hopefully a visit from Father Christmas!            

We would like to wish everyone a Very Happy 
Christmas and New Year. 

NEWS 

Montessori Pre-School Lode 
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Christmas is one of the seasons of the 
year when the Christian Church has 
something very profound and important 
to offer the secular world.  The birth of 
Jesus offers to people, even those who 
don’t believe in him, an opportunity to 
celebrate with family and friends, a 
space to reflect on the blessings of 
their lives and time to consider those 
who do not share in those blessings.  

It is a season when people often give 
to a favourite charity as they give to 
family and friends.  

It is a season that creates opportunities 
for people to build bridges with those 
they may have fallen out with.  They 
can contact those they have neglected 
or not been in touch with over the year. 

 And all of this can take place with very 
little reference to the one whose birth 
lies at the heart of it all. 

These good things gather around the 
celebration of the birth of an apparently 
ordinary baby in the unremarkable 
town of Bethlehem.  

However, for Christians, the birth of 
Jesus is a very powerful sign of God’s 

presence in our midst.  It’s not that 
God was absent from the world before 
this but human beings had trouble 
recognising His presence apart from a 
material form.   

So God made the choice to become 
one of us, to place his love and peace 
and truth in a tangible form that we 
might see and know and come to 
understand.  It was such a bold step, 
such a generous move, to lay aside all 
power and knowledge and unlimited 
presence to place himself into the 
hands of his creation.   

Later in his life we see the cost of that 
choice as Jesus hung on a cross, but 
at Christmas we recognise the 
amazing love and generosity of our 
God, who though he was rich for our 
sake became poor.  He is Emmanuel, 
God with us. 

I wish you all a happy Christmas and 
for our world a peaceful Christmas. 

Sue 
C.812726   

suethevic@btinternet.com 

Join us at St James’ for a 
celebration of the Christmas Story  

in words and song on  
Sunday 13 December at 4.00pm. 

Please stay after the service for 
Mulled wine and minced pies 

FAMILY CRIB 
SERVICE 

Come and hear the Christmas Story 
and find out about the true  

meaning of Christmas. 
CHRISTMAS EVE at 4.00pm 

NINE  
LESSONS 
& CAROLS 
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Vicar:      Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726   suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwardens:     Julie Sale,  C.811222  j.sale@homecall.co.uk 

Beth Marsh C.813373  bethmarsh8@btinternet.com 

READERS 
DECEMBER 
 6 Peter Swannell ................ Ken York 
 13 Peter Swannell ........... Coral Hatley 
 20 Ann Langran ................ Beth Marsh 
 27 ..........No service at Lode ............... 

BRASSES 
 4 or 11 December .................Dora Gale 
18 or later in December ......... Julie Sale 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 13 December 
 9.30am BENEFICE COMMUNION 

SERVICE  
 4.00pm CAROL SERVICE 

Sunday 20 December  
 9.30am FAMILY COMMUNION 

Thursday 24 December  
 4.00pm CRIB SERVICE 
 10.00pm CHRISTMAS 

COMMUNION  

Sunday 27 December 
 9.30am Benefice Communion  

at Quy 
 11.00am Benefice All Age Service 

at Swaffham Bulbeck 

Sunday 6 December 
 9.30am  BAPTISM 

SIDESMEN 
DECEMBER 
  6 Ken York .................. Dorothy York 
13 Peter Swannell ......... Coral Hatley 
20 Peter Swannell ........ Ann Langran  
27 ..........No service at Lode ............... 

Friday 25 December 
  8.00am Holy Communion at Quy 
 10.00am Benefice Communion  

at Swaffham Prior 

CHRISTMAS            COMMUNION 

at St Jamesõ 
Church, Lode  

10.00pm 
24 December 

Bless us Lord,  
this Christmas,  

with quietness of mind;  
Teach us to be patient  
and always to be kind. 

Helen Steiner Rice 

mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
http://www.angleseygroupparishes.co.uk/html/lode.html
mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
mailto:j.sale@homecall.co.uk
mailto:bethmarsh8@btinternet.com
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^ = Monday to Friday only     
O
 = Saturday only 

+ = Serves Lode Church     # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

OUTSIDE  INFORMATION   
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated  

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE :  ........................................... 810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.00pm (9.00am Dispensary) Saturday   CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

BROUGHTON HALL ......................... In an emergency: Swannell 811584 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999 

Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. ............................... 101 

PCSO Ian Hawkins ............................................. ...............................  101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman:  

Clerk:  Arthur Tomlinson, 5 Mill Road, Lode ................................... 811280 

ST.  JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale .......... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Peter Wells pandawells@cheerful.com .......... 812388  
ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ......... 211235 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  Co-ordinators    ......................... See inside  

LODE POST OFFICE....................................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL     Bookings - Alan Lamb  .................................... 813787  
LODE SOCIAL CLUB       lodeclub@gmail.com  ......................... 813016 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES  ............ 811055  

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT:  Lucy Frazer ........................ 020 7219 3000 
         lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk  
CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 
      www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Vince Campbell .................................................. 811490 

District Councillor David Chaplin ..................................................... 353181 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0845 850 5757 

BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE .................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ............................................ 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES ............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

http://www.nhs.uk 
www.patient.co.uk 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652^,0722^,073

O
,0749^,0804

O
, 

0902,1002+#,1102,1202+#,1302,1402+# 
1502

O
,1512^,1602,1702,1802 

 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

Monday to Saturday 
0655^,0755,0825+,0925,1025+, 

1125,1225+,1325,1425+,1525, 
1635+,1735,1845 

̜̠̋̈̚̕̚ ̈̋̕  
̉̈̒̕ ̖̠̏̓̐̋̈̚ 

-  
̖̕ ̙̝̌̐̊̌̚ 

 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 9 December 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 
Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Gas ............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water .......08457 145145 
Electricity ....... 0800 783 8838 

WASTE & RECYCLING 
DECEMBER 

Fen Collection—Tuesdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Green lid 

Village—Thursdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Refuse & Green lid 

1 8 15 22 30 

1 3 10 17 24 

N.B. Changed Day 

mailto:ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
mailto:lodeclub@gmail.com
mailto:lucy.frazer.mp@parliament.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com
http://www.nhs.uk
http://www.patient.co.uk

