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WHAT’S WHERE  

IN LODE STAR 
WHAT’S ON WHEN  

LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  
 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Every Thursday  

Heart Beat Health Walk 1.30pm @ AA car park, 

Whist Drive @ Fassage Hall 8pm 

Weekly Coffee Morning 

10.00-12 noon Lode Chapel  

 3. Editorial 
 4. LPC 
 5. Velo Festival 
 6. Open Parish Meeting reports 

Hilton Park Summer Fair 
 7. Thank Yous / Cycle Path News 
 8. British Armed Forces Day 

British Legion / Organ Concert 
 9. Lode WI  
 10. ECDC 
 11. Swaffham Bulbeck Primary Sch 

Cantilena / Village BBQ 
 12. Anglesey Abbey / Wicken Fen 
 13. Lode Star Festival 
 14. Lode Star report to LPC 

le Tour de Bulbeck  
Swaffham Prior Street Market 

 15. Lode Star Accounts  
Lode On-Line Archive 

 16. Last Chance Saloon? 
 18. SBST— ‘Patience’ 

Lode Half Marathon  
 19. BVC WW1 Commemorations 
 20. B&L Football Club 

Air Ambulance Coffee thanks 
 21. L&L Village Fete 
 22. Bottisham Patients Group 
 23. Lode Open Gardens 

Open Gardens in Lode 
Tour de France bus diversions 

 24. Gardening Club 
Bottisham Community Library 

 25. RE:NEW  
 26. Village Freecycle  

Sudoku solution  
 27. Public Transport Matters 
 28. Golden Decades 2014 
 29. Benefice Churchathon  

Neighbourhood Watch 
 30. The Revd. Sue 
 31. St James’ Church Page 
 32. Outside Info’ 

June: 
 4  Lode WI, 7.30pm LC (p11)  

 7 Hilton Park Summer Fair (p6) 

 8 Lode Open Gardens (p23) 

 9 Lode Parish Council 7.30pm FH 

 11 Health Walk (11am Surgery (p18) 

11-14 ‘Patience’ SB Summer Theatre (p21) 

 12 Domestic Wing at Anglesey (p12) 

 14 Electronic Organ Concert (p8) 

 15 LwL Village Fete, The Fassage (p21) 

 19 Mothers Union 2.30pm LC (p29) 

20-22   Free admission for residents to AA 
 Churchathon (p29) 

 24 Gardening Club mtg (p24) 

 28 Village Fete @ Anglesey Abbey (p12) 

 29 Armed Forces & Veterans Day Service (p8) 

July: 
 5 le Tour de Bulbeck (p14) 

Golden Decades 2014 (p28) 
Safari Dinner Party 

 7 Tour de France in Cambridge (p23) 

 12 Book Sale, Triangle Btshm (p24) 

 13 NGS Lode Gardens (p23) 

 26 Cantilena Concert (p11) 

 27 Village BBQ (p11) 

August 
 1 Last Day to apply for Residents Tickets for 

Lodestar Festival 

29-31  LodeStar Festival 

   

   

   

Sudoku Puzzle 
   see advert page BB 
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EDITORIAL June 2014 Issue No: 450 

Please could all items for inclusion in the combined  

JULY/AUGUST edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (address below or elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  

and Susan Swannell (lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) by    

SATURDAY 14 JUNE 2014 

EDITOR: ........... ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 3 WILLOW GROVE, LODE CB25 9EL  812843 
DISTRIBUTION: ................................... DOREEN WEBB, 8 HIGH STREET, LODE  811341 
TREASURER: ........................................ MARK CRAWFORD, 2 WILLOW GROVE 812706 
ADVERTISING/PRODUCTION: .... SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE,  LODE 811584 
COVER DESIGN: .................................................... VAL CLARKE, STATION ROAD, LODE 
PRINTERS:............................... BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

Here’s hoping that by the time you read 
this you will have already noticed the 
Fete Programme inserted into this 
month’s Lode Star and put it in a 
prominent place to remind you to go 
along to what will be a great community 
event.   

As a veteran of several wet weddings I 
am sure even unsettled June weather 
won’t dampen spirits.  

A new feature is the inter-village games.  
Andrew Taylor is still looking for willing 
volunteers for the Lode and 
Longmeadow team.  You know you can 
do it!   Contact him via Jackie Lince on 
C.812227. 

This month we publish our accounts 
(p15). Thanks mainly to our advertisers 
we have a couple of month’s printing 
costs in hand.  This means we can afford 
more colour print.  We need your 
favourite photos of events and scenes 
around the village.   

Lode Star is the only reliable way to 
reach every household in the 
village.   

On page 16 we report on what’s 
been happening about the Social 
Club building.   

People often bemoan the lack of a 
good pub in the village but do we 
really want one?   

We invite you to make your views 
known – so please give the issue 
some thought, complete the form on 
page 17 (or put your thoughts on a 
slip of paper) and put it in the box at 
The Lode Shop.  And let’s hope for 
a better turnout than the local 
elections. 

Elizabeth Mitchell 
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Lode Parish Council News 

Parish Councillors 

Philip Dean ..................... 812493 
62 Longmeadow 

Philip Lane ...................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell ............ 812843 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten .................... 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Charlie Rickard ............... 812096 
4 Millards Lane 

Ann Tomlinson ................ 811280 
5 Mill Road 

Stuart Woolley ................ 812407 
5 Longmeadow 

Annual Parish Meeting 

The Annual Parish meeting which is 
held early in May is the occasion when 
the Council office bearers are elected 
and Councillor responsibilities decided.  
As Phil Dean has been in post for four 
years he decided that it was time to 
stand down as Chairman.  In the 
ensuing election Cllr Rickard was 
appointed as Chairman and Cllr Dean 
as Vice-Chairman.  The names of 
Councillors responsible for the various 
portfolios of responsibility are too 
lengthy to include in this report but are 
available for inspection. 

Redundant Electrical Items 

Further to earlier reports, which 
identified that a collection of redundant 
electrical items  will take place within 
the village on Tuesday 15 July 2014, it 
can be confirmed that over the 
weekend of 23 June Wiser Recycling 
will display posters around the village 
advertising the kerbside collection.  

External Audit 

The annual return required by the 
external auditor has been completed.  
This will enable the 9 June deadline 
for return to be met. 

Parish Allotments 

Cllr Woolley reported problems 
caused by old carpet used as weed 
control on an allotment.  Over time 
this had become colonised by weeds 
making rotovating very difficult.  This 
is not the only problem caused by this 
form of weed control as the carpets 
provide a secure nesting place for 
mice which are then free to decimate 
crops on surrounding plots.  It was 
agreed that allotment holders should 
be prohibited from using carpet in 
future.  

Footpath on Parish boundary 

The footpath which had been closed 
off is once again open to walkers, 
albeit over a rudimentary stile.  
Thanks must go to Cllr Woolley who 
has brought this problem to a 
successful conclusion.  He did hope, 
however, that walkers, especially 
those with dogs, will not abuse this 
concession. 

Village Sign 

For a number of years, as the result 
of its rather strange construction the 
structure of the village sign has been 
giving cause for concern.  A number 
of attempts have been made over the 
years to fix the problem without long 
term success..  Mike Hatley has now 
agreed to strip the sign down and to 
carry out a more permanent repair. 

Crossroads bus shelter 

It is pleasing to be able to report that 
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Arthur Tomlinson  C.811280 
Clerk to the Council, 5 Mill Road, Lode 

Cllr Woolley has once again cleared 
the weeds which were encroaching 
into the crossroads’ bus shelter.  

Parking in the High Street 

It was noted yet again that the problem 
of inconsiderate parking along the High 
Street continues to give cause for 
concern with the problem being further 
exacerbated by motorists parking on 
both sides of the road especially when 
visiting the post office.  Parking in this 
inconsiderate manner may block the 
access further into the village of 
ambulances which are on an 
emergency call.  One interesting point 
to note is that a fire engine is robust 
enough to drive through the obstruction 
with little regard for any damage 
caused. 

Mr L LeGgatt 
High Summer 

14/00451/AGN 
Construction of a hay barn 

ECDC rejected. Not located on an agricultural 
unit, therefore a full planning application will 
be required. 

Mr & Mrs Woolley 
5 Longmeadow 

14/00157/FUL Sun room 
to rear of existing dwelling. 

ECDC Approved 

Mr & Mrs Johnson 
49 Lode Road 

14/00395/FUL First floor 
extension. 

This is the third attempt to produce an 
acceptable application. It was agreed that 
earlier comments be repeated. 

Planning Applications 

The Velo Festival 

The Council has been asked to report 
that the Velo Festival will be held in 
Cambridge between May and 
September 2014.  This Festival is to be 
held to celebrate the forthcoming Tour 
de France with a number of events 
including charity cycle rides, food 
events, art exhibitions, music, 
community fetes, cycle try-out shows 
and cycle maintenance being 
organised.  Further information is 
available on the web at:- 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/velofestival 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/velofestival
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The Clerk, as Responsible Finance Officer, presented 
the statement of accounts and reported that:- 

 during the year there had been a number of 
purchases which did not impact upon the precept. 
These included a set of demountable goalposts 
paid for by donations from the Football Association 
and Football Club and new furniture for the 
Fassage Hall paid for by a donation from the 
Management Committee. When Fassage Hall was 
first proposed it was agreed that it should receive 
the same level of financial support as the old 
pavilion.. Not only does the Hall continue to be 
financially self supporting but each year the 
Management Committee makes a substantial 
contribution to the cutting of the Playing Field. 

 with one or two jobs still outstanding at the 
beginning of the financial year, it is pleasing to 
report that the bank account continues to show 
healthy balances with £12,023.79 being carried 
forward into the new financial year. 

Summer Fair  
Hilton Park Care Centre, Bottisham 

Saturday 7 June  
2.30 - 4.30pm 

Attractions include: 
Fair Organ—Model Railway 

Bouncy Castle 
Test your shooting skills at the  

Saloon Bar Shoot Out 
Grand Raffle, Avon, Jewellery,  

Lana Handbags, Phoenix Cards, BBQ—
Refreshments—Cake Stall 

Tombolas—Games of Chance 
Toni’s Ices 

Chairman’s Report  
Cllr Dean reported that:- 

 this was his fourth annual parish 
meeting as chairman in this period and 
his eighth overall. 

 2013/2014 had not been a year of 
major developments but rather of 
negotiation and attrition as the major 
matters beyond the day to day planning, 
grass cutting, cemetery maintenance, 
allotments etc. had been the pursuit of 
the cycle path from Lode to Quy and the 
reopening of the permissive path by the 
lode beyond Anglesey Abbey. Thanks in 
no small part to Cllr Woolley-the 
footpath, albeit over a rudimentary stile, 
is now accessible. 

 the cycle path will take a little longer 
but if Cllr Platten, who has taken the lead 
on behalf of the Council, continues to 
show the same tenacity he is sure she 
will prevail. 

 as to single out just two names 
would be unfair he would like to thank all 
the Councillors who have served both in 
this and the earlier years of his 
chairmanship. He is aware that many 
people think Councillors either do 
nothing or that everything they do is 
wrong but he knows that everyone is 
attempting to do their best to keep Lode 
with Longmeadow a good place in which 
to live. 

 finally he would like to thank the 
Clerk not only for his day-to-day 
administration but for putting up with his 
many phone calls asking him to trawl the 
archives because he has suddenly half 
remembered something from some 
twelve years ago. 

Treasurer’s Report  

Lode Parish Council’s reports given at the  
Open Parish Meeting on 19 May 2014 
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Thank You 
 I would  just like to say a big thank you for all the 

lovely cards I received, also for my 80th birthday party 
with family and friends.   An extra thank you to Amy for the 

lovely meal which was provided.  The sun was shining so 
what more could I ask for?  Once again, thank you all. 

John Webb 

Thank You 
Thanks to everyone who gave so generously to our Easter Gift Day.   

The total to date is £904.  The money helps to keep the church open for 
services, weddings, funerals, baptisms and the play group, so we are most 
grateful for your support. 

Coral Hatley, Hon. Treasurer, St James' Church 

Cycle Path News 
The knitted bike In Stitches 
made for the yarn bombing 
event at Anglesey Abbey in 
March had another outing at 
Reach Fair on 5 May.   

It attracted lots of people to the 
Lode-Quy Cycle Path 
Campaign stand.   

In Stitches carried on the 
cycling knitting link(!) by selling 
handlebar pompoms to show 
support for the project.   

 

Nearly 100 people have signed up 
and £100 in donations is heading 
into the Sustrans account 
earmarked for the cycle path.   

Spurred on by this interest the 
Campaign will have a presence at 
all the local fetes in June and July.   
They will yield small sums in terms 
of the £300,000 needed but 
hopefully large dividends in gaining 
support for the project. 
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BRITISH ARMED 
FORCES AND 

VETERANS DAY 

 

In 2006 the Prime 
Minister, Gordon Brown, launched a 
British Armed Forces and Veterans 
Day to be observed each year. With its 
focus on our surviving veterans it was 
intended to complement 
commemorative events and become as 
familiar and respected as 
Remembrance Sunday which quite 
properly remembers and honours 
those who died serving their country.  

In 2009 the Government decided that 
henceforth the last Saturday in June 
should be known as British Armed 
Forces and Veterans Day. This is to 
enable us to recognise the dedication 
and sacrifices of our present serving 
Armed Forces who do a sterling job in 
defending our country and our liberty. 
The Day also seeks to recognise those 
Veterans who have served their 
country in the past and continue to do 
so by serving their community in their 
everyday lives. 

To mark this occasion and to show our 
recognition and appreciation of all that 
our Armed Forces and Veterans are 
currently doing on our behalf the 
Bottisham Branch of the Royal British 
Legion will be holding a 
commemorative church Service in 
Holy Trinity Church Bottisham on 
Sunday 29 June commencing at 
3.00pm. After the Service there will be 
a reception and refreshments in the 
Royal British Legion Club. 

Everyone is invited to join us for 
this occasion. 

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER WITH 
ALL WHO SERVE 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
BOTTISHAM & DISTRICT 

BRANCH 

The Royal British Legion Bottisham & 
District Branch was privileged to be 
invited to attend a World War 1 
Centenary Memorial event at 
Bottisham Village College on 7 May.  

The Branch was represented by 
standard bearer Peter Rayment, Ken 
York, John Overton and Alf Laister. 

In the course of a special Year 9 
assembly students heard about World 
War 1 and listened to readings and 
some original music compositions 
preparatory to a visit to the Somme 
area.  

A memorial garden has been 
established in the college grounds 
featuring an impressive display of 
poppies. The fallen were honoured 
with the Exhortation, last post and a 
minute’s silence. 

John Overton 

Cambridge Electronic  
Organ Society       

Saturday 14 June 

Ian Griffin 

Concerts are open to the public and held 
on the second Saturday of each month, 
with the exception of July and August, at 

Quy Village Hall and commence at 
7.30pm.  Tickets £5.00 available on the 

door.  For information  
Tel  C.881049 or C.880522 
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LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

Carole Faulkner, Vice President, 
welcomed members to the May 
meeting. 

The secretary reported that she had 
received information that there will be 
yarn bombing to make the city more 
inviting when the third stage of the Tour 
De France departs from Cambridge.  All 
Cambridge knitters are being 
encouraged to knit yellow, bright green 
or white miniature jerseys for use as 
bunting.    Patterns were available and 
several members have taken these to 
contribute to the bunting. 

Maureen Brown reported on the Nosh 
and Natter lunch and said the food was 
delicious and it gave a chance to meet 
many members from other WIs  and 
encouraged more members to attend 
these enjoyable events.    

Angela Standley reported on the recent 
Council Meeting when the speaker was 
Bunny Campione from the TV Antiques 
Roadshow.   She was an amusing and 
entertaining speaker recounting many 
funny events during her life and 
snippets from the Antiques Roadshow 
which she had been doing for over 
twenty-five years.     

Carole Faulkner reported on the trip to 
Jordan’s Mill and then on to the lovely 
Kathy Brown’s Gardens.   After touring 
the gardens a scrumptious afternoon 
tea was had with cakes made by Kathy 
with many of them flavoured with plants 
from the garden.    

Fay Bawtree reported on her and Jean 
Coxall Spring Break run by the 
Federation to the Isle of Wight.  They 
visited Osbourne House, Rosemary’s 
Vineyard, with wine tasting, Alum Bay 
and the Needles.   Fay’s highlight of the 
trip was being winched over the edge of 

the cliffs and 
lowered down 
onto the 
beach.  On 
the journey 
home they 
visited a silk and woollen mill and had 
afternoon tea with an Oxford WI. 

The speaker for the evening was Rex 
Freeman whose talk was ‘Growing old 
disgracefully’.   He started his talk by 
telling us a joke which had us all 
laughing and then went on to tell us of 
many events which had happened to 
him and many family members and 
friends.   He was warmly thanked by 
Carole Faulkner. 

The Resolution for ‘Increasing organ 
donation’ was discussed.   After some 
debate a vote was taken and the 
Resolution was passed unanimously 
so this information would be passed to 
the delegate representing us at the 
Annual Meeting in Leeds. 

The winner of the  trophy for gaining 
most points for the competitions over 
the past year was Jane Keighley, 
second was Maureen Brown with 
Elaine McCaghrey third. 

Names and cars were arranged for the 
Group Meeting to be held at 
Bottisham.   Names were also taken 
for the planned trip to East Ruston 
Gardens in July.   The walking group 
will meet on Tuesday 13 May at 
2.00pm outside the church.   Maureen 
Brown won the raffle and the meeting 
closed at 10.00 p.m. 

NEXT MEETING  
Wednesday 4 June 7.30pm  
Lode Chapel: 
 Chris Knapman -  
 Caricature with Attitude 
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DOG FOULING 

There have been reports once more of dog 
mess being left on the ground or discarded in 
bags. If you see persons doing this and you 
know for sure where they live or their car 
registrations, please report this to the District 
Council. They will receive a visit from the 
Environmental Enforcement Officer. It is an 
offence to leave mess on the ground or 
discarded in bags, which includes footpaths 
and pavements and all places where the 
public are entitled to be. Leaving it in bags is 
also an offence. It is not an excuse not 
knowing where a dog has been, for instance 
if it has been let off a lead, or not carrying a 
bag to put the mess in. 

PLANNING 

The Committee has approved the 
Environment Statement stage in the planning 
applications for two large housing schemes 
either side of Lynn Road, between Ely and 
Chettisham. These would allow up to 2,000 
homes, together with open space, play areas 
and parks, ponds and lakes, cycle paths, 
playing fields, allotments, schools, a care 
home and retail and business units. The 
Committee was assured that drainage issues 
have been addressed to protect the sites and 
nearby land. 

The Planning Inspector has considered that 
the Crystal Structures Site, off Tunbridge 
Lane in Bottisham, should not be in the new 
Local Plan, since it is already an employment 
site within the Development Envelope and 
other policies in the Plan cover such sites. 
The District Council continues to envisage the 
site, as in the Bottisham Village Vision, being 
developed for a mixed-use scheme delivering 
15 dwellings and employment for 64 persons. 
A planning application has since been 
received for a purely residential development 
for this site for 24 dwellings. The application 

and replies from consultees may 
be seen on the ECDC website under 
14/00359/FUL. The application will be 
considered by the Planning Committee at a 
public meeting in Ely, usually held on the first 
Wednesday of the month, possibly in June or 
during a later month. 

HOUSING GRANTS 

Officers have recently discussed with 
Councillors the problems faced by reduced 
Government funding to provide adaptations 
to improve access to and within homes for 
disabled residents. These should be 
provided, regardless of tenure, up to a cost of 
£30,000, but do depend on the financial 
situation of residents. There are also 
discretionary grants and loans to improve 
habitation for vulnerable residents and grants 
for smaller work up to a cost of £2,000. There 
is increasing demand because residents, old 
and young, are fortunately living longer, but 
often with a disability. Recently, Sanctuary 
Hereward have agreed to provide 40% of the 
cost of disabled facilities in homes they own, 
with the remainder coming from ECDC. The 
District Council should be contacted for help 
in all cases. 

RETAINING COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

There may be planning implications if owners 
of buildings or land used by the local 
community require a change of use, or 
development work to be carried out. Planning 
decisions are made in accordance to the 
Local Plan. If there is a loss, or partial loss, of 
community facilities, replacement or 
upgraded facilities may need to be provided 
elsewhere from funds arising from proceeds.  

Dist Cllrs Robert Stevens C.811643 and 
Kevin Ellis C.813034 
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Village BBQ 
Sunday 27 July 
Station Farm Lode Fen 

12.30 pm onwards 

Soft drinks/tea/coffee will be 
provided   

Please bring your own alcohol 

Tickets: Adult £8.00   
Children under 13yrs £3.00 

  Tickets 
available from  

Lode Village Shop 
or a member of the 

church PCC 

proceeds to  
st James’ church  

lode with longmeadow 

Nature in Song 

A tea time concert celebrating the 
world of nature 

Saturday 26 July, 5.00pm 

St John the Evangelist,  
Station Road, Waterbeach,  

CB25 9PX 

Director Daniel Spreadbury 

Tickets on the door 
Refreshments available 
Proceeds to the church 

www.cantilenasingers.org  

News from  
Swaffham Bulbeck C of  E Primary School 

Thanks to a late Easter, we are hardly back 
from the Easter holidays and are already 
looking towards half term.  

You may have noticed groups of children in 
wellies and waterproofs walking to and from 
the Denny on a Monday afternoon. They 
are going to “Forest School”, which is a 
national programme based on child-led 
learning and exploration in an outdoor 
environment. Each Monday since the 
autumn, one class has been working 
outdoors whatever the weather. The 
children have set up an outdoor classroom 
within our school’s own woodland area 
(between the playground and the Old 
Rectory), which includes a circular seating 
area around a fire pit, allowing group 
discussions and games. This term their 
work has moved to take advantage of the 
Denny, continuing on the learning and 
ideas they started on the school grounds.    

In addition to Forest School, our children 
have all been able to benefit from a 
specialist sports teacher in school this year, 
thanks to the Olympic legacy Sports 
Funding. The funding is also allowing us to 
extend swimming classes to Kingfishers 
class for the first time, so that all the 
children from age 8 and up will be 
swimming at Swaffham Prior school this 
term.  

As I write this, our Year 6 children are 
working through their various SATs tests in 
mathematics, English reading and English 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. We 
wish them all well.  

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 
chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk 

http://www.cantilenasingers.org
mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
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Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen 
News and Events — June 2014 

At Anglesey 

There’s a real buzz of excitement at 
Anglesey Abbey as we prepare to 
open the Domestic Wing of the House 
giving visitors the chance to 
experience ‘life below stairs’. 
Residents from local villages have 
been crucial to the overall success of 
the project, whether contributing to the 
development of an oral archive, 
donating artefacts to dress the rooms, 
or training to become Encounter 
Volunteers, who will really bring the 
Domestic Wing alive for our visitors.  

The doors to the Domestic Wing will 
open on 12 June and we are 
organising a traditional 1960s village 
fete on Saturday 28 June between 
11am-3pm, to mark its official opening. 
It promises to be fun event for all the 
family with traditional stalls, games, 
live music and refreshments from 
yesteryear.  

We would like to extend free 
admission to all Lode residents to 
attend the fete on the 28

th
 (in addition 

to the existing free weekend on 20 -
22 June). Please bring a utility bill or 
other form of identification with your 
address to show at reception to get 
free admission. 

If you’re looking for some gentle 
exercise don’t forget our weekly Heart 
Beat Health Walk departs the main 
car-park every Thursday at 1.30pm 
and lasts around an hour covering 3–4 
miles (dogs on leads welcome).    

At Wicken Fen 

Joan Childs has been appointed 
Strategic Manager for the Reserve and 
Vision project.  

Joan joins us from the RSPB where 
she was site manager at the 
Ryemeads Reserve in Hertfordshire. 
She has plenty of experience in site 
management as well as youth work 
and wildlife crime investigation. She is 
also a trained entomologist. 

If you have some free time on your 
hands we have a number of 
volunteering opportunities for Catering, 
and Summer Learning Assistants.  

Work in the café involves taking 
orders, preparing hot drinks, and 
clearing tables. The hours can be 
really flexible – please call or email our 
Catering Manager, Anita at 
anita.escott@nationaltrust.org.uk or 
phone 01353 724713 to find out more.   

Summer Events Assistants are needed 
to help our Learning and Community 

LODE  13  STAR 

Team to prepare and run events 
throughout the summer 
holidays. At time commitment of 
a least 2 days a week is 
required (starting on 24 July) 
plus a few days before the start 
of the summer holidays for 
training and event preparation. 
Please contact our Learning and 
Community Officer, Jenny 
Kershaw on e-mail at 
jenny.kershaw@nationaltrust.or
g.uk or phone 01353 720274 if 
you’re interested or would like 
more information. 

If you’re feeling creative why not 
join our poet-in-residence, Dr 
Charles Bennett, for a poetry 
workshop on Friday 20 June, 2-
4pm. Charles is Associate 
Professor of Poetry & Creative 
Writing at the University of 
Northampton. We would suggest 
you soak up the sights and 
sounds of the fen in the morning 
and then join Charles to turn 
your experience into verse. 
Tickets £10 (includes cream tea) 
are available from the Visitor 
Centre on 01353 720274. 

For the start of the summer 
holidays we have Pond Dipping 
and Minibeast Hunt’s on 24 & 
29 July; Summer time Arts & 
Crafts on 25 July, Bat & Moth 
Discovery Evening on 25 July, 
Fairies & Pixies on 28 July and 
Bug Hunters on 30 July. 
Information and tickets can be 
booked online at 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
wickenfen  or by calling the NT 
Box Office on 0844 2491895. 
Advance booking essential. 

Howard Cooper 

We are now taking 
applications for free 

resident only tickets to   
this year’s Festival   

(29-31 August) 

Closing date for ticket applications is strictly 
1 August! Email events@lodestarfestival.com 
with the following information: 

 Number of 18 year olds, 15-17 year olds 
(max 4x per adult) and 14 years and under 
(max 2x per adult). 

 Please show numbers camping by 
placing a ‘C’ beside the total or split the 
totals into camping and non-camping. 
Remember the adult ratio requirement for 
under 18yrs. 

 House number and postcode, Telephone 
number and preferably include a mobile 
number. 

Limit is 2x adults per household. Your caravan 
or camper van will cost £50 and car parking £15 
for the three days and payment is cash only at 
the gate, please have the correct amount ready 
on the day. 

Please do not send payment with application or 
before the festival. 

To support the festival and charities Please let 
friends outside of the village know of the festival. 

They can have 15% off the booking price by 
entering the discount referral code lode4. 

Volunteers are needed to help grow the village 
green area, get involved now, this is your area! 

Please state “I want to help” on your email. 

Those without email facilities please ask a 
neighbour to email for you or collect a booking 
form available at Lode Post Office and drop 
completed into the red mailbox on the Guildhall, 
corner of Mill Road. Remember to say if you can 
volunteer for the village green area! 

Thank you, Doug Durrant 

More info at www.lodestarfestival.com   email: 
events@lodestarfestival.com      tel: C.813318 

mailto:anita.escott@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:jenny.kershaw@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:jenny.kershaw@nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wickenfen
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/wickenfen
mailto:events@lodestarfestival.com
http://www.lodestarfestival.com
mailto:events@lodestarfestival.com
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Lode Star continues into its 38
th
 year of 

providing village news, publicity for 
events and reports on the interest and 
activities of residents who live in Lode 
and Longmeadow.  Susan Swannell 
has been Production Editor since the 
first issue- an achievement that was 
recognised in June 2013 at the 
Cambridge Building Society 
Community Magazine Awards.  Susan 
started off with wax stencils and a 
Roneo ink copier and has kept in touch 
with technology so the magazine, like 
many other village magazines, is 
produced using Microsoft Publisher. 

Mark Crawford is Treasurer and his 
report on the accounts will be in June 
Lode Star. In summary, each copy 
which is delivered 11 times a year, free 
of charge to every household in the 
village, costs 85p to produce.  This is 
met out of advertising and from 
donations and grants.  We are grateful 
to the Parish Council for providing 
£200 and to other donors including 
RE:NEW who support the magazine 

Lode Star Report to Open Parish Council  May 2014 

with an annual donation. We are 
pleased to continue using a local social 
enterprise, Burwell Print, for our 
printing needs.  

We also want to thank our team of 
deliverers ably co-ordinated by Doreen 
Webb: Muriel Cordell, Rita Lane,  Loni 
Ellison,  Ken and Cynthia Golding, 
Ingrid Symonds,  Lesley Pulvertaft, 
Jenny Leeton, Peter Swannell and 
Peter Coxall.  Peter C took over from 
Bridget Shepherd who had been a 
deliverer for over thirty years. Many 
thanks to her. 

People do often tell us that they read 
Lode Star, use the advertisers, and are 
pleased that it is delivered to them free 
of charge.  What we also always 
appreciate are written comments, 
letters and unsolicited articles that 
people think will interest other readers 
and/or provide insight into village life.  
So please don’t be shy about sending 
us your ideas. 

Elizabeth Mitchell, Editor 

St Cyriac’s Church, Swaffham Prior 

With the Churches Conservation Trust 

Saturday 14th June 6.00 – 7.00pm 

ECCENTRIC CLERICS 

A return performance by Roy Tricker 
A talk by this colourful, rebellious and humorous speaker 

will provide a sympathetic and warm insight into the 
extraordinary behaviour of some ‘potty parsons’ 

A SHOW NOT TO BE MISSED 

Tickets £5 on the door 

Refreshments  
available from 5.30pm when doors open 
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Lode On-Line Archive at http://lode.ccan.co.uk/  

Two wonderful home movies of village life in the 1950’s have been added to 
our archive this month.  One from Robert and Doug Durrant of farming in the 
village and fen with many old Lode characters featured.  The other taken by 
an American visitor to the Hiner family in 1951 which shows a bike ride 
through the village and the fete along with the Hiners playing cricket in their 
yard in Station Road.  If you recognise anyone please note the time they 
appear on the video timer and let me know so that I can add name tags.  
You’ll find the film under ‘Recent Items’ or go to the ‘People’ category and look 
under ‘Families’. 

Many thanks to Ian Middleton for all the hours of technical wizardry he has 
contributed to get these films uploaded. 

Coral Hatley, lodearchive@gmail.com 

Lode Star Accounts for the Year 2013 

NOTES  

Many thanks again for your donations 
throughout 2013 and to all our 
advertisers.  Advertising revenue 
increased from £4,074 in 2012 to 
£4,245 for 2013. Printing costs (83p 
per copy) remained the same as in 
2012.  The accounts are not audited 
and cover the calendar year 2013.   

Mark Crawford (Hon Treasurer) 

Income and Expenditure £ 

Receipts  

Donations from  organisa-
tions 230.00 

Donations from private In-
dividuals via Post Office  

Subscriptions (for extra 
copies) 35.00 

Sales at Post Office 90.20 

Advertising Income 4245.00 

  

Deposit Interest 1.41 

Transferred to Summary 4601.61 

  

  

Expenses   

Burwell Community Print 3748.47 

Postage 107.00 

  

Transferred to Summary 3855.47 

  

  

Summary  

Receipts 4601.61 

Expenses 3855.47 

Profit 746.14 

Reconciliation £ 

Current Account  

Balance at 31.12.12 414.51 

Balance at 31.12.13 1159.24 

Increase over year 744.73 

  

Deposit Account  

Balance at 31.12.12 1770.63 

Balance at 31.12.13 1772.04 

Increase over year 1.41 

    

Increase in Current A/c 744.73 

Increase in Deposit A/c 1.41 

Profit per Summary 746.14 

http://lode.ccan.co.uk/
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There may be readers who are 
oblivious to the to and froing about the 
Social Club over the past couple 
of  months but it is an important part of 
village news. It has generated high 
emotion.  Some people recall the 
heyday of the Social Club (Labour Club 
then) into the seventies when you had 
to get there at 6pm on a Saturday to 
ensure a seat; the Club trips to seaside 
outings; the way the whole family was 
looked after.  Other views are coloured 
by attempts to support activities at the 
Social Club only to be put off by the 
ambience and often a lack of welcome 
to newcomers.  

The saga of what to do with the social 
club after the Golf Lounge failed 
continues, despite a brief interlude 
when it looked like members could vote 
on selling the club to Julie and Richard 
Peters who intend to develop it as a 
pub/restaurant.  The money from the 
sale would be in a fund to benefit the 
village more generally through grants 
for projects.   

 When  I interviewed the Peters in mid 
May at their smallholding, Anglesey 
Farm,  it was clear they were 
enthusiastic about the opportunity. 
Julie has experience running pubs with 
her parents. Richard grew up in the 
village and has worked as a cellar man 
but for the past ten years has had a 
building business.  A combination of 
experience and attitude that could 
make a go of the undoubted 
challenges of the restaurant business.   

They do not want to replicate the 
cliquey drinking den culture of the last 
few years at the Club. It had prevailed 
despite lots of good intentions and hard 
work by some on the committee to run 

Last Chance Saloon for a Village Pub? 
more inclusive 
events. 

Julie and Richard 
think good food is 
the key to creating a welcoming 
atmosphere for all comers.  Their 
redesign plans would open up the 
front of the building for family groups 
with a more secluded balcony 
restaurant for people looking for a 
gourmet experience.  They were 
clearly up for the hard work and had a 
local chef in mind, and local sources of 
food (possibly including their first 
batch of goslings for fattening that had 
just arrived when I interviewed them). 
The renovation would cost them at 
least 100k given the site and the state 
of the building - including asbestos in 
the roof.  

At an initial vote on the project on 8 
May members agreed by 37votes to 
34, the Peters offer of £130k .  It was 
well below the Cheffins estimate of 
£175k but the bird in hand opportunity 
for a pub in the village against the 
uncertainty of what an open sale 
would realise was attractive.  The 
Peters had followed committee 
instructions to the letter but it became 
clear, and reinforced by legal advice, 
that there were a number of 
discrepancies in the voting 
procedure. Also another proposal to 
sell on the open market had not been 
properly considered. .  

Some committee members resigned 
and the new Committee, chaired by 
Charlie Platten took on the task of 
negotiating a solution which could 
guarantee a pub in the village plus a 
fund to benefit the village more widely. 
The Peters agreed to a commitment to 
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give the business a go for at least six 
years and to give £30k to the village 
fund if they resold the building before 
then.  Subsequently they upped this to 
a 10 year commitment and a £45k 
overage. It seemed that there could be 
a pub and a village fund and the 
Committee were very keen to put this 
new proposal to a second vote by club 
members, about a hundred of whom 
live in the village. 

Despite their willingness to take on the 
challenge and their commitment to a 
ten year plan the Peters have taken 
advice that the original vote should 
stand and do not want a second 
vote.  So there is an impasse. It seems 
the Club building will have to be sold 
one way or another.   It is possible that 
if it is sold on the open market 
someone may turn it into a well run pub 
restaurant that becomes a real 
community asset. A place where locals 

get to know each other but also 
welcomes others.  It is more likely it 
will be sold for development.   

At one time there were more than four 
pubs in the village. They are now 
private homes  and it is not possible to 
reconvert them.  The Station House 
might be a suitable site but is not for 
sale. Once the Social Club building is 
sold for development there 
is virtually  no opportunity for a pub/
restaurant development.    

Regardless of the Social Club Selling 
Saga what would be good to know 
before it is too late is how many 
people in Lode and Longmeadow 
support the idea of a well run 
successful  pub/ restaurant in the 
village.   

So please respond to the brief survey 
below.  Drop your response into the 
box at the Shop in Lode.  

Elizabeth Mitchell 

A well run village pub/restaurant would benefit Lode and Longmeadow 

  

Agree       Disagree       Not sure         

Name and address  (if you wish)  

Your comments  /  ideas:  ________________________________________ 

   

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
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Swaffham Bulbeck Summer Theatre 
proudly presents 

‘Patience’  
by Gilbert and Sullivan 

Wednesday 11 – Saturday 14 June 2014 
Evening performances at 7.30pm and a  

Saturday matinée at 2.30pm   
Doors open 45 minutes before each performance 

Downing Farm, Station Road, Swaffham Bulbeck, Cambridge CB25 
0NW 

Ticket prices: Wednesday and Thursday £9, Friday and Saturday £10, matinée £6, 
via our website www.sbst.uk.com 

call Kari Karolia 01638 745490; or e-mail kari.karolia@gmail.com 

On-site parking; facilities for wheelchair users; licensed bar 

For further information contact Ruth Dennis on 01638 508171 or 
info@sbsummertheatre.com 

                                                                
FOURTH LODE HALF MARATHON  

& THREE MILE FUN RUN 
(AFC Race Permit No. tbc) 

Sponsored by Scotsdale’s Garden Centres and Sweatshop 

Sunday 2 November 2014 
The fourth Lode Half Marathon is fast approaching and this year our principal 
charity is Prostate Cancer.  Over the last three years we have had great 
support and raised over £8,000 for charity and local causes.   

ENTRY is now open so if you are a runner please get your entry in 

as soon as possible.  If you are not a runner but would like to help with 
stewarding please get in touch.  

It is being held on Sunday 2 November 2014 at 10 am - our race HQ is the 
Fassage Hall in Lode.  The Family Fun Run will start at 10.15 am.    
The course is flat and takes you from Lode village, along the Lodes Way to 
Wicken Fen and back, with water stations along the way.   
Last year’s runners said it was great to run through such lovely countryside.   
Trophies will be awarded and each runner who completes the course will 
receive a medal. 

See our website for further details  - www.loderunners.co.uk or contact  
Tessa Shrubbs on 01223 811812 or email: lodefarm@aol.com) 

 LODE RUNNERS       
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Continued on next page 

Bottisham Village College WW1 Commemorations 

Along with representatives of the 
British Legion I was invited to 
attend Year 9 assembly on 7 May. 

We listened to some of the work the 
students have been doing to 
commemorate the 100

th
 anniversary.   

If the contributions from the students 
are anything to go by Year 9 are 
obviously an intelligent and thoughtful 
group of young people. It was a very 
thought provoking event and I learned 
a lot too.    

I was particularly struck by learning 
that there was a silent film about the 
Somme which 
millions of people 
watched.  It made me 
wonder the effect it 
must have had on 
ordinary people of 
Britain to see moving 
images of their 
menfolk at war, at a 

time when film was still an amazing 
new technology .  And how many 
caught a fleeting glimpse of someone 
they loved?   

The students had composed a sound 
track for an extract from the silent 
movie and performed it live as the 
movie was playing. as it would have 
been in 1916 when more than half the 
adult population of Britain went to 
cinemas to see it. In 1916, a piano or 
cinema organ would have 
accompanied the film using tunes of 
the time. BVC students used a range of 

instruments and 
musical devices 
to add appro-
priate mood to 
the moving 
images and it 
was very 
evocative. 

After the 
assembly 'The 
Bottisham VC 
WW1 Memorial 

http://www.sbst.uk.com
mailto:kari.karolia@gmail.com
mailto:info@sbstgands.co.uk
mailto:info@sbsummertheatre.com
http://www.loderunners.co.uk
mailto:lodefarm@aol.com
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                   Air Ambulance Coffee Morning Saturday 10 May 

Thank you to everybody who came and supported the Air Ambulance Coffee 
Morning and to those who gave donations.   It was lovely to see my house 
crammed to the rafters with people enjoying a coffee and a chat and at the same 
time supporting a great charity.   The magnificent sum of £201 was raised which 
was a wonderful result.   

When I heard my coffee morning was clashing with the church plant and cake 
stall I thought I might be doomed but it just shows the community spirit is alive 
and well when two events on the same day and at the same time can do so well.  
Thank you so much everybody for your support. 

Janet Aves 

We would like to 
thank Alan Lamb 
and the parish 
council for their 
help and funding 
in getting us our 
new goals for 

Our sponsors this season were 
Mead Construction 

Halls of Cambridge 

The Bell Bottisham 

Lode they were very much 
appreciated.  And a big thank you 
to our sponsors. 

This season we played our 
reserves team at Lode. It is our 
intention to play here again next 
season. 

It’s unclear at this present time 
which team will be playing at Lode.  

All in all everything is going well 
and it is our intention to register 
three teams for Bottisham and 
Lode next season. 

Caroline Tideswell 
Bottisham and Lode Secretary 

Poppy Garden' was opened. This 
was started back in November 2013 
when Horticulture students planted the 
Flanders poppy seeds. The bed was 
prepared and the plants planted out in 
April. It is part of a British Legion 
campaign to cover the UK with 
poppies during the centenary period in 
commemoration of all those who lost 
their lives in the First World War. 

The assembly was also good 
preparation for a year group day trip to 
the Somme on 9 May. The Village 
College web page of WW1 is 
fascinating with lots of stories from 
local people about their grandparents’ 
and great grandparents’ experiences 
in 1914-18. See  
http://bottishamatwar.wordpress.com/ 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

LODE  21  STAR 

There is still time for you to get 
involved to help make Lode Fete on 15 
June a great community event.    

We need  helpers to erect marquees 
on Thursday 12 June from 6.30pm – 
big strong men would be extremely 
useful but, of course, anyone and 
everyone will get a job as we have 
miles of bunting to put up and chairs to 
pick up etc etc.  

There may also be jobs on the Friday 
evening from 6.30pm. 

Then on the day– Sunday 15 June  
we also would appreciate help for the 
following.  Have a look on the 
programme insert to see times.   

Children’s Obstacle Races 

We need 2 people to hold finishing 
tape and 2 people to look out for first 
past the post and give out prizes (all 
children will get medals and sweets) 

Chicken in a Basket 

Lode with Longmeadow Village Fête 
Sunday 15 June from 12 noon to 4pm  

at the Fassage (behind the Church) 

Help Needed 
We need two people to pick up 
chickens and return to starting point – 
I’ll explain more if you can help!! 

 The Water Challenge 

Four people needed to be judges – you 
shouldn’t get wet!! 

 

You will not be needed for very long on 
the day but it really would help us to 
know that we have these things 
covered before the day.  

Please, please let me know if you can 
do just one of these things and I will 
ensure that you know exactly what to 
do. 

Jackie Lince C.812227 
johnlince@btinternet.com 

……. and spread the word 
about a great afternoon 
out for all the family.  

http://bottishamatwar.wordpress.com/
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group 

The Group held its Annual General 
Meeting on 24 April at Bottisham 
Village College when the Chair, Sylvia 
Thomson, welcomed 36 members plus 
Doctors Higham and Shackleton.  She 
presented her report which you can 
read in full at www.bottishammedical 
practice.nhs.uk/ppg.aspx, together with 
the minutes of the meeting.    

Concerns were raised about possible 
increases in population due to planned 
house building and the impact on the 
Practice.  Further concerns were 
expressed over the high number of 
appointments missed.   

The highlight of the evening was an 
extremely interesting and informative 
talk by Dr Shackleton on Coping with 
Depression, which generated a variety 
of questions.  

Leaflets were available for those who 
wished to register an interest in the 
Cambridge and Peterborough NHS 
Foundation Trust which is responsible 
for local mental health services.   

The election of officers resulted in 
Sylvia Thomson as Chair, Jenny 
Langdon as Secretary, and 
Christopher Welton as Treasurer, all 
continuing for another year.  Steve 
Gilson, Roger Liles, Carole Stevens, 
Richard Braun, Penny Irwin and 
Elizabeth Mitchell all volunteered to 
serve on the committee for another 
year.   

Proposed activities for 2014/15 were: a 
talk by a Dementia Champion; another 
Heart Start first-aid session; and 
something focusing on children’s 
health.   

Any Other Business brought a query 
about the annual patient survey being 

limited to 2 weeks in January and to 
patients attending during that period.  It 
was explained that this was an NHS 
standard, but that patients could 
complete the questionnaire online or 
by collecting a copy from the surgery.  
Dr Higham emphasised that any 
complaints could be directed to the 
Practice at any time.          

The appointments system 

In one two-week period in April  
66 PATIENTS MISSED THEIR 
APPOINTMENTS.  Yes, really!   

These included appointments made on 
the day for urgent reasons.  Eleven 
hours of doctor’s time was wasted.   

The Practice is struggling to cope with 
an increased demand for 
appointments, at the same time as 
working with decreased funding.  
If you cannot keep an appointment 
please phone the surgery on 01223 
810030 so that it can be given to 
another patient. 

Car parking at the surgery 

The increased demand from patients 
has put more pressure on the parking 
spaces available at busy times.  
Double yellow lines have been painted 
along the entrance road to prevent 
parking which blocks the way for 
emergency ambulances, of which 
several are called each week.  Please 
respect them and if there isn’t a free 
parking space, please park on 
Tunbridge Lane. 

The Older People’s Integrated 
Service 

There is still time to contribute to the 
public consultation on the proposals to 
improve older people’s healthcare and 
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adult community services in 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
which runs until 16 June 2014.   

Copies of the consultation document 
and questionnaire are online at: 
www.cambridgeshireandpeterborough
ccg.nhs.uk; available by phone: 
C.725304; by post from:  

Freepost Plus RSCR-GSGK-XSHK, 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough 
CCG, Lockton House, Clarendon 
Road, Cambridge CB2 8FH;  

or email: engagement@cambridge 
shireandpeterboroughccg.nhs.uk.   

Have your say by completing the 
questionnaire and/or attending the final 
consultation meeting in Cambridge on 
7 June at 10.00am–12noon at the 
Central Library, Lion Yard. 

Walking Group 

The next walk will start at 11.00am 
from the surgery car park on 
Wednesday 11 June.  Our walk leader 
Steve Gilson will be away after that so 
watch this space for future dates. 

Bottisham Patients’ Group 
Committee 

Open Gardens  
in Lode 

8 June and 13 July  

Richard Ayres and 
 Paul Webb’s Gardens  

will be open again from  
11.00am – 5.00pm 

Combined admission: £5  
Children free 

Teas will be available in  
Paul and Kay’s Garden 

(access from Lode Road) 

Two contrasting gardens:  

21 Lode Road is planted with bold 
groups of herbaceous plants creating 
an element of mystery and delight.  

And practically adjacent, Carpenters 
End displays shrubs, trees, 
herbaceous plants and a fine lawn. 

Bus Diversions - Monday 7 July 
No.10 and the  

Newmarket Road Park & Ride  
Please note that the No.10 bus and the 

Newmarket Road Park & Ride will terminate at 
Four Lamps roundabout and not go on to 

Drummer Street for the whole of Monday, 7 July — the day the Tour de 
France comes to Cambridge.  You can catch the bus back at the stop on the 

Midsummer Common side of the road at the roundabout. 
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BOTTISHAM AND DISTRICT  
GARDENING CLUB 

Our Triangle Book Sale in late 
April raised £104 for our funds – it 
was a cold morning and quite 
windy so we were surprised at the 
result.  

As we were only able to put out 
part of the books we had available 
for sale we shall be holding 
another  

Triangle Book Sale on  
Saturday 12 July   

Same time same place. 

We have recently received a 
summary of our performance for 
the year to 31 March which shows 
that on the whole we are doing 
well. Visitor numbers are up by 
11% and due to our recent 
purchase of large print books in 
adult fiction these borrowings 
have shown a 55% increase.  

The number of junior fiction books 
taken out shows a 40% decrease 
and we shall try to address this 
problem by buying more books 
when we have more shelving 
available.  

Now that we have a weekly 
delivery service between the 
Cambridge libraries the number of 
books being reserved (for free) 
has gone up by 34%.  Please 
continue to use the service. 

Our 11
th
 Annual General Meeting 

is in the Library on Tuesday 1 July 
at 7pm. Members will receive the 
agenda shortly. New members are 
most welcome and it only costs £1 
to join. 

Sylvia Overton 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Unfortunately, our April speaker had to cancel 
but we were lucky that  Andrew Harper-Scott 
from Scotsdale’s (Horningsea) stepped in.   

He talked about summer bedding plants from 
seed to garden, pots and baskets. Initially 
when sowing seeds  into trays use a very fine 
and open compost, especially for small 
seeds. Spread them thinly, cover loosely with 
soil and level the top. Ideally water the trays 
from the bottom. Larger seeds can be put 
straight into a cell insert.  

For hanging baskets use peat based, organic 
or soil based compost, multipurpose compost 
has much more texture and strands than 
seed compost. It is a good idea to add water 
retaining crystals to the soil, they will swell, 
the plant roots will grow into it and take the 
water. You can add in a slow release fertiliser 
which will feed the basket for 6 months. Place 
empty basket over a bucket to give it a firm 
base.  A range of colours will work as the 
greenery will offset it.  Lobelia is a good 
cheap plant to use and as it is the first plant 
to shrivel when dry, it is a good indicator that 
the basket is drying out.  If the lobelia looks 
dead cut it back really hard and it might 
revive. If the hanging basket is to be placed 
next to a wall he suggested that you turn it 
around from time to time to give the whole 
basket an even amount of sunlight. 

For container planting it doesn’t matter what  
type of container (wood, plastic or terracotta) 
you use but break up polystyrene or use old 
crocs in the bottom for drainage. Plant 
bedding plants out when frosts are over, 
hopefully by the end of May/beginning of 
June. 

We will be visiting Docwra Manor Gardens in 
the evening of 24 June, for further details of 
our 2014 programme visit: 
www.bottishamgardeningclub.co,uk 

LODE  25  STAR 

For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact  
Rev. Keith Morrison on C.813055 or Peter Wells on C.812388.   

Email: pandawells@cheerful.com   Or visit our website www.re-new.me.uk  

1 June 10.30am –  RE:NEW The Bigger Picture with Holy Communion (Bottisham  
8 June  10.30am –  RE:NEW Café style (at the School)                    Primary School) 
   6.20pm –  Traditional service (Lode Chapel) 
15 June  10.30am –  RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School) 
22 June 10.30am –  RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School) 
  6.20pm –  Traditional service (Great Wilbraham Chapel) 

Continued on next page 

Are we a Christian country? 

I’m writing a week or so after the Prime 
Minister drew harsh criticism upon himself, 
from a number of humanists, atheists, and 
others, for asserting that Britain is a 
Christian country. 

Rowan Williams, the ex-Archbishop of 
Canterbury, responded by saying that we 
are a post-Christian society, which doesn’t 
necessarily mean non-Christian, but rather 
that our society has a cultural memory 
which is still quite strongly Christian. 

It is surely undeniable that the foundations 
of many of our laws, our moral values, our 
system of government, our welfare and 
social programmes, our care for the weak 
and the vulnerable, are rooted in Christian 
principles.  Today, however, in many of 
these areas, Christian influence is being 
eroded. 

To a Christian the figures are not 
encouraging.  In the 2001 Census 72% of 
the UK population claimed to be Christian, 
although only 5% are actually in church on 
any given Sunday.   

A Church of England report, published in 
2004, concluded that Christianity is no 
longer at the heart of the nation, ‘Although 
people may identify themselves as 
‘Christian’ in the national census, for the 
majority that does not involve belonging to 
a worshipping community, or any inclination 
that it should.’  

Another survey in 2007 found that 
almost 70% of the UK population 
have no intention of attending a 
church service at any point in the 
future! 

So was David Cameron right?  
Surely we have to say that on the 
basis of actual faith and commitment 
we can hardly claim to be a Christian 
country. 

What would a truly Christian country 
look like anyway? 

Honesty and integrity in business; 
truth and justice in the legal system;  
faithfulness in relationships;  respect 
for others, even if you don’t share 
their beliefs;  compassion and 
practical concern for the poor and 
needy;  help and healing for the sick;  
a determination to work together for 
the common good. 

Now, I would have to confess that 
not everyone who professes to be a 
Christian measures up to those 
standards.  And also that many 
people who do not profess to be 

http://www.bottishamgardeningclub.co,uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
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SUDOKU PUZZLE (see page BB) SOLUTION 
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Village Freecycle 
If you have any offers or wants, please 
contact me by the 14

th
 of each month 

by phone (C.813362), drop a note 
through the letter box 
(23 Longmeadow) or e-mail 
(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk). 

Please let me know if you would like 
anything repeating in subsequent 
issues. Everything is free and nothing 
is expected in return.  Please can you 
contact the offers after the 1

st
 of the 

month to make it a little fairer. 

Offers 

 Children's cycle helmets: 2 pink 
helmets (with butterflies) size 50-
55cm, 1 blue helmet (with crocodiles) 
size 45-50cm;  
Children's Capezio ballet and tap 
shoes (note that the marked size is 
1-2 sizes smaller than the equivalent 
children's shoe size): Ballet (pink): 
8.5, 9.5 (brand new),10.5, 11. Tap 
(pink): 10 (pink and black pairs). 

Amy 07795 975075 or 
amy@weatherup.org 

 Child's first 2 wheeler bike (blue); 
Green plastic turtle sand pit with lid. 

 Lucy/Nick C.811192 
Wanted 

 Old suitcases to take charity 
donations to an HIV/Aids outreach 
project in South Africa.  

     Janet 07833 960678 

 Old-fashioned cider/beer bottles with 
internal coarse screw thread, and 
jam jars with non-screw tops.  John 
C.812120 

 Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches, iron conduit and switches, 
bulb holders and holders. Sheets and 
bits of Bakelite.  Postcard rack 
(carousel if possible).   

George 07895 064727 

Christians measure up much better 
than I do! 

Even if we were able to create a 
society like that it would still not make 
Britain a Christian country, because 
Christianity is first and foremost about 
faith.  It is not something which is 
endowed automatically by virtue of 
being born in a ‘Christian’ country.  It is 
about what people believe in and put 
their trust in.  Without personal 
conviction and faith in Jesus there is 
no Christianity.  

At RE:NEW we try to explore what it 
means to be a Christian in a world 
which seems increasingly hostile to 
our beliefs; and we aim to be a group 
of people who try to put into practice 
the teaching of Jesus that we should 
love one another; love our neighbours; 
and even love our enemies!  Tough 
call!  But we promise a warm welcome 
to anyone who would like to come 
along and give it a try! 

Christian country – No!   

Christian believers trying to make a 
difference in the world – Yes! 

    Peter Wells 

Continued from previous page 
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Public Transport Matters 
Latest timetables should 
be available in the post 
offices.  Changes are 
usually slight but 

important if they are earlier.  

A guided bus extension is proposed to 
the new railway station at Chesterton 
sidings.  It would be built probably by 
Balfour Beatty.  As with the HS2 rail 
project there are arguments for and 
against.   

A positive and welcome local transport 
development is the plan proposed by 
South Cambs. DC to run a BikeBus 
Explorer.  It will run on a circular route 
from Cambridge railway station to 
Gamlingay stopping at Wimpole Hall 
and four Wildlife Trust reserves. It will 
run every Sunday and on Bank 
Holidays with four round trips.  The bus 
will have 20 seats and tow a trailer for 
24 bicycles and cycle stands will 
be fitted at key locations.  Leaflets and 
maps will be available to encourage 
cycling and walking in the areas 
covered.   

Simon Norton writes in the CN 
suggesting that other routes could be 
set up covering Cambridge/Ely to 
include Anglesey Abbey and Wicken 
Fen as well as Stretham and 
Prickwillow.  Also Huntingdon/St Neots 
and Huntingdon/Peterborough.   
I remember a Whippet bus years ago 
that did connect Bottisham with Ely via 
Wicken Fen.  

Those without a car do tell me of the 
difficulties of trying to travel anywhere 
on a Sunday.  The Whippet Coastal 
services are now running for those able 
to get to the A1303/Bottisham High St. 
Junction - 01954 230011.  These 
include Sunday trips. 

Suffolk County Council are good with 
public transport - they are joining with 
First Eastern Counties to investigate 
punctuality of buses, and real time 
equipment is to be fitted on the 
buses.  Ipswich and Lowestoft traffic 
management controls are to prioritise 
buses at traffic lights.  The problems 
with Cambridge traffic are on-going - 
too many cars! 

Rail has been in the news - Eurostar is 
on track with surging sales, up by 7% 
to £227m.  But the HS2 may be 
threatened by scrapping the cross 
Channel link.  People in the North 
would like direct access to France and 
beyond.   

One does sympathise with people on 
the proposed route of the HS2 who will 
have the disturbance of the building 
project and possibly losing their 
homes.  Just having the street light 
fiasco has been bad enough.   

Christian Wolmar, the transport 
specialist, is backing renationalisation 
of the railways as the franchises come 
up for renewal.  Abellio, which 
operates the Greater Anglian 
franchise, has just been granted an 
extension but things will be up for 
renewal next year.  They do have 
problems in the Netherlands, their 
home country, but say they are 
pressing ahead with plans in the UK.   

The DLR franchise is up for tender and 
the result is due this summer.  Serco, 
now managed by Churchill's grandson, 
Rupert Soames, has run the service 
since 1997 but has had a profits 
warning and although they are 
shortlisted by Transport for London so 
are Stagecoach and Keolis/AmeyRail. 

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:amy@weatherup.org
tel:07833%20960678
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Happy travelling!               
Paddy James 

Rail info:08457 484950 
Traveline: 0871 2002233 

Germany also has problems as 
there are doubts about their 
new airport at Berlin.  Dogged 
by delays and spiralling costs, it 
now seems it is 10% too small.  

Railway journey documentaries 
are popular on the television 
and several companies offer 
holidays - see beautiful Britain 
and Europe by train suggests 
Railtrail - 01538 382323 - 
www.railtrail.co.uk.   

The Bookpeople offers 
suggestions with ‘Bus-Pass 
Britain’ - where to stop and 
explore and plenty of quirky 
stories;  ‘Railway Day Trips’ by 
Collins  - 150 day trips with 
maps and route diagrams, also 
history and geography;  Julia 
Bradbury's Railway walks - don 
your walking boots!  0845 602 
4040 to order. 

Our regular rail journeys from 
Newmarket to Lowestoft via 
Ipswich continue and it is good 
to see the Freightliner trains and 
the containers which must take 
heavy traffic off the A14. 

‘Golden Decades’ 2014 
Fresh from our 100% success in our 
medal assessments at the end of March, 
over 100 children and young people aged 
from 3 to 19 years of age, who are taught 
by Jane Newbury are now busily 
rehearsing for a big Charity Dance 
Extravaganza, the proceeds of which will 
go to the East Anglian Air Ambulance.  

The Show is called ‘Golden Decades’ 
and the theme this year is music and 
dances from the 1920’s to present day. 
So there will be Charleston, and Jive as 
well as Classical Ballet, Tap, Jazz Dance 
and Musical Theatre. A great mix of 
Dance styles.   

There will be two performances at 
Burwell Village College on  

Saturday 5 July 
2.30pm and 7.30pm.   

Priority for tickets will be given to parents 
initially, but they will then be on sale 
generally from 20 June.  

Tickets in Swaffham Bulbeck will be 
available from Mary Jane Montgomerie 
House C.812481. Adults £9.00 and 
Primary school children  £5.00. 

Do please come along and support the 
dancers and hopefully our donation may 
make a difference and keep the air 
ambulance flying. We hope we won’t 
ever need it, but it’s comforting to know 
it’s there, in an emergency!  

Jane Newbury A.I.S.T.D.C.B. 
School of Dancing 

PLEASE REMEMBER 

The next Lode Star is the 
combined issue for  
July and August. 

Please let us have infor-
mation for BOTH months by  

Saturday 14 June 

Many thanks 
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101 (new number) 

Anglesey 
Benefice 

Our April Meeting was a Spring Social 
gathering.  The meeting began with feedback 
from the Spring Diocesan Day held at Milton 
on 5 April.  The members then enjoyed an 
Easter and Spring-time quiz and word 
games followed by tea and biscuits and Bring 
& Buy Stall.   

Our meetings usually take place on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 2.30pm in 
Lode Chapel.  On 19 June Arwen Folkes will 
be speaking to us about 'Life in training at 
Westcott House.'  You are most welcome to 
come along and join us.     Jill Jenyns  C.811204 

http://www.railtrail.co.uk
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I don’t know about you but I have a 
great envy of those who possess a 
facility with foreign languages – those 
who can read directly the words 
originally written and understand them.  

The reality for some of us is that many 
great texts are only available to us in 
translation where the author’s original 
words are mediated to us through the 
skill or otherwise of the translator.  

Nowhere does this come more sharply 
into focus than with the Bible.  If I want 
to go back to the original Greek of the 
New Testament I have to arm myself 
with a lexicon and a good commentary 
based on the Greek text – the Greek I 
studied 30 years ago has got a little 
rusty! It clearly is an issue because 
countless translations exist and people 
are adding to their number daily.  It is 
perplexing to see how the original text 
can be rendered in such different ways. 

One example is Matthew 5:3.  The 
Revised Standard Version (RSV) 
renders this verse: ‘Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven’.  The New English Bible (NEB), 
first published in 1961 translates the 
same verse: ‘How blest are they who 
know their need of God; the kingdom of 
heaven is theirs’.  My small knowledge 
of Greek is clear that the first is closest 
to the original....or is it? 

As the context in which the Bible is read 
changes, it may be that we need more 
explanation to understand its import.   

There is no question that the RSV 
translation is closest to the Greek words 
but maybe the translators of the NEB 
recognised that they were making a 
version for a different age.   

While there may have been competing 
religions at the time Matthew’s gospel 
was written, it does seem likely that 
atheism, if it existed, was the preserve 
of a very small minority.   

When these words were first uttered 
by Jesus, there would have been little 
doubt that each of the groups listed 
was being described in relation to 
God.  I think that the attitude of the 
‘poor in spirit’ is one of humility: those 
who are humble in the face of God.  

So, maybe the NEB translation does 
have something important to say to 
our age.  As we make more and more 
discoveries about life, the universe 
and everything, we may get to the 
point where we cease to ask the even 
bigger question about the creator and 
sustainer of that universe.   

I cannot provide the answer to that 
question to the satisfaction of 
everyone, maybe not even to myself, 
but I am clear that the fullest value in 
life comes to those who, in humility, 
keep seeking. 

The Revd. Sue 
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Vicar:    Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726 suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwarden:    Julie Sale  C.811222  j.sale@homecall.co.uk 

READERS 
JUNE 
 1 Ken York ................... Coral Hatley 
 8 Ann Langran ................. Julie Sale 
15 ……………….tba …………………. 
22 ……………….tba …………………. 
29 Ann Langran ......... Peter Swannell 

SIDESMEN 
JUNE 
  4 Ken York .................. Dorothy York 
 8 Coral Hatley ............. Ann Langran 
15 Graham Cox .............. \Janice Cox  
22 ……………… tba …………………. 
29 Peter Swannell .......... Beth Marsh 

BRASSES 
6 or 13 June  ......................... Dora Gale 
20 or 27 June ...................... Ann Round 

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 1 June 
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION  

Sunday 8 June Pentecost 
   9.30am MORNING PRAYER 

Sunday15 June Trinity Sunday 
 9.30am FAMILY SERVICE 

Sunday 22 June  
BENEFICE PILGRIMAGE 

See page 29 

CHURCH CLEANING  

Saturday 14 June from 9am 

 

All welcome    Please contact 

Julie for more info 

FLOWERS 
1 June ......................... Carole Faulkner 
8 & 15* June .................... Ann Langran 
22* & 29 June .......................Val Clarke 

(* = wedding the day before) 

Sunday 29 June  
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION 

St James’ Church Annual Parochial Council Meeting 
I am pleased to announce that at our Annual Meeting Beth Marsh volunteered to 
be the second churchwarden. Beth has been in the village for about two years. 
She is looking forward to learning about the role.  

Coral Hatley agreed to continue as Treasurer and Pauline Holmes agreed 
to continue as Minute Secretary. PCC members will be Richard Ayres, Charlotte 
Beeton, Graham Cox, Janet Stevens, Peter Swannell, Dorothy York and Ken York. 

Julie Sale 

St James’ Gift Day 
Thanks to everyone who gave so 
generously to our Easter Gift 
Day.  The total to date is £1,023.  The 
money helps to keep the church open 
for services, weddings, funerals, 
baptisms and the play group, and will 
go a long way towards paying the 
insurance bill of £1,654 which is due 
in June.  We are most grateful for 
your support. 

Coral Hatley. Hon. Treasurer 

mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
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^ = Monday to Friday only     
O
 = Saturday only 

+ = Serves Lode Church     # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

OUTSIDE  INFORMATION   
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated 

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE :  ........................................... 810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.00pm (9.00am Dispensary) Saturday   CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999 

Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. new number ....... 101 

PCSO Ian Hawkins .............................................  new number ......  101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman: Philip Dean ..................... 812493 

Clerk:  Arthur Tomlinson, 5 Mill Road, Lode ................................... 811280 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale ........... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Peter Wells ......................................................... 812388  

ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ......... 211235 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  Co-ordinators    ......................... See inside  

LODE POST OFFICE....................................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL     Bookings - Alan Lamb  .................................... 813787  
LODE SOCIAL CLUB          lodesocialclub@hotmail.co.uk    ........... 811797  

                                            Emergency key-holder: ........ 07515  909 930 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES ............. 811055  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

CCC Education Transport ................................................... 0345 045 5208 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 

      www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Kevin Ellis ........................................................... 813034 

District Councillor Robert Stevens  ................................................. 811643 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0845 850 5757 

BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  .. 07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE .................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ............................................ 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES ............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

NHS DIRECT  0845 46 47 
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

www.patient.co.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 11 June 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 

Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652^,0722^,0737o,0749^,0804o, 
0902,1002+#,1102,1202+#,1302,1402+# 
1502

O
,1512^,1602,1702,1802 

 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

Monday to Saturday 
0655^,0755,0825+,0925,1025+, 

1125,1225+,1325,1425+,1525, 
1635+,1735,1845 

JUNE 

FEN 
Tues 

VILLAGE 
Thurs 

Black Bag &/or 
Green or Blue Bin  

 3   Blue & Black 

 5 Blue & Black 

10  Green 

 12 Green & Black 

17   Blue & Black 

 19 Blue & Black 

24   Green 

 26 Green & Black 

 24   Green 

  29 Green & Black 

sundays and  
bank holidays 

-  
no service 

Gas ............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145 
Electricity ...... 0800 783 8838 

mailto:lodesocialclub@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com

