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WHAT’S WHERE  
IN LODE STAR 

WHAT’S ON WHEN  
LC Lode Chapel,  LSC Lode Social Club, BBL British Legion Club  

 FH Fassage Hall, BVC Bottisham Village College 

Thursday Anglesey Abbey Health Walks 10.00am  

Wednesday Coffee Mornings 10.30-12 noon  

Lode Chapel 

Do you have a local event you would like to see 
advertised here?  Please contact the Editors 

See advert page BB for 
latest Recommended 

Posting Dates for  

Sudoku: Page Q on 
the advert pages 

December 
 2 Photographic Club mtg (p20) 

 5-7  Winter Lights, AA (p13)  

 6 L&L Christmas Fayre 2-4pm (p6) 
Print Centre Christmas Fayre (p23) 

 8 Lode Parish Council Mtg 7.30pm FH 

 9 Anglesey Farm Shop opens (p6) 

 11 Mothers Union Lunch (p29) 

 12 Walking Group, from Surgery  (p16) 

4-18 Reach  lode bridge closed (p13) 

6-21 Weekend Santa at Wicken Fen (p13) 

 9 Photographic Club mtg (p20) 

12-14  Winter Lights, AA (p13) 

 17 Last :Lode Coffee  morning of 2014 

 21 RE:NEW Carol Service 10.30am (p22) 
St, James’ Carol Service 3pm (p31) 

 24 Crib Service at St. James’ (p31) 

January 
 7 First Lode Coffee morning of 2015  

 10 AA Volunteering Open Day (p13) 

 13 AA Volunteering Open Day (p13) 

 31 Library Quiz Evening (p6) 

 3. Editorial 
 4. Lode Parish Council 
 5. Lode Star transport? 
 6. Bottisham Library News 

L&L Christmas Fayre 
 7. RIP Daniel Day 

Thanks to Steve Clarke 
Congratulations Hazel 

 8. Sixty Years 
 9. Send a letter to Santa 
 10. Sweet Potato Soufflé 
 11. An International Christmas 
 12. Lode Village Fete 2015 

Quiz & Curry Night 
Lode Open Gardens 2015 

 13. Anglesey Abbey & Wicken Fen 
 14. Lode WI 
 16. Bottisham Patients Group 
 17. Poppy Appeal results 

Little Legs of Lode 
 18. 45 Lode Road update 
  Christmas Purse update 
 19. Lode Half Marathon update 
 20. B&B Photographic Club  
 21. AGtSA 
 22. NT & Lode Liaison Cttee 
 23. Burwell Print Christmas Fayre 

Lode Online Archive 
Wednesday Coffee Mornings 

 24. Public Transport Matters 
 25. From Fen Farm to Fuel  
 26. Jumble Sale results 

Swaffham Bulbeck School 
 27. RE:NEW 
 28. Village Freecycle 
 29. Mothers Union 

L&L Neighbourhood Watch 
 30. The Revd Sue 
 31. St James’ Church page 
 32. Outside Information 
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EDITORIAL December 2014 Issue No: 456 

Please could all items for inclusion in the  

DECEMBER edition of Lode Star  reach  
Elizabeth Mitchell (address below or elizabeth-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk)  
and Susan Swannell (lodestar.lode@btinternet.com) by the earlier date 

of WEDNESDAY 10 DECEMBER 2014 

EDITOR: ........... ELIZABETH MITCHELL, 3 WILLOW GROVE, LODE CB25 9EL  812843 
DISTRIBUTION: ................................... DOREEN WEBB, 8 HIGH STREET, LODE  811341 
TREASURER: ......................... JEFF KEMPSTER, 19 ABBEY LANE  CB25 9EP  812194  
ADVERTISING/PRODUCTION: .... SUSAN SWANNELL, 5 ABBEY LANE,  LODE 811584 
COVER DESIGN: .............................................................................. JACK WELLS,  aged 8 
PRINTERS:............................... BURWELL COMMUNITY PRINT CENTRE  01638 613102 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN LODE STAR ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE OF THE EDITORS 
NOR DO THE EDITORS ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR CLAIMS MADE IN ADVERTISEMENTS 

The purpose of LODE STAR is to serve the WHOLE parish by circulating information  
free to every household in LODE and LONGMEADOW eleven times a year 

Last month we included a report from 
Bottisham Village College Governors on 
proposed changes to the Sports Centre 
opening hours.  A group of early morning 
swimmers felt particularly hard hit because 
many of them have been using the pool at 
that time for years.  BVC are now working 
to retain an early morning community 
swim session.  If you are interested please 
email  Colin Marshall at 
colinrm@btinternet.com.  Could be a New 
Year’s resolution to get more exercise. 

But we have Christmas to look forward to 
first.  Ours will be greatly enhanced by 
having a toddler granddaughter to add to 
the excitement. I like the idea of people 
celebrating with their own family traditions 
and Corinne gives us an interesting 
glimpse into other Christmas customs (see 
p11). 

The Clarke family have been delivering 
Christmas mail (and all the rest)  in Lode 
and Longmeadow for the past 60 years 
but the tradition is ending with Steve’s 
retirement (see p8).  Steve served us 
all brilliantly and his mail round often 
included unremarked ways of supporting 

Stop Press  
Message from Lloyd Clarke   
If you would like to join us for 
Stephen Clarke's retirement party at 
the end of his service to the village as 
a postman  then you are welcome to 
come along to the Fassage Pavilion 
on Sunday 7 December from 
12  midday.  Bring yourselves and a 
smile and a dish if you like. Thanks    

the community and neighbours in need. 
Thanks Steve, and also for your last 
Christmas postal duty which alerts us to 
the fast route to Santa (see p 9) Sending 
Christmas cards may be a declining 
tradition but the all important letter to 
Father Christmas must be written.   

We were delighted to get Jack Wells’ 
picture.  It is perfect for our Christmas 
cover and gets us into the spirit to say  
Merry Christmas to All Our Readers. 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

mailto:colinrm@btinternet.com
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Lode Parish Council News 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL 

Philip Dean ..................... 812493 
62 Longmeadow 

Philip Lane ...................... 811944 
68 Lode Road 

Elizabeth Mitchell ........... 812843 
3 Willow Grove 

Fran Platten .................... 813016 
Fen Farm, Lode Fen 

Charlie Rickard ............... 812096 
4 Millards Lane 

Ann Tomlinson ............... 811280 
5 Mill Road 

Stuart Woolley ................ 812407 
5 Longmeadow 

CLERK 
Arthur Tomlinson ............ 811280 

5 Mill Road 
 

Precept 2015/16 

Having received the minutes of the 
Finance sub-committee meeting 
together with the proposed budget and 
the recommended level of precept the 
Parish Council accepted the 
recommendations and instructed the 
Clerk to advise ECDC that a precept of 
£14,000 would be required for the 
2015/2016 financial year.  This will be 
the third year the precept has been held 
at this level.  

Electrical Goods Recycling 

Following the success of the first 
collection of electrical items a second 
will take place on Tuesday 20 January 
2015.  

24 Lode Road, Lode 

The impending sale of the Social Club 
building has been brought to the 
attention of our local MP Sir James 

Paice.  A request for further information 
was raised by his assistant.  He was 
provided with extracts from the minutes 
of a number of meetings which identified 
that as it was a private members’ club 
the Parish Council had agreed that it 
should take no action in the matter.  
Mr Charlie Platten, Chairman of the 
committee, charged with carrying 
forward the sale, also contributed 
clarification of the procedure. 

Telephone Box 

It is pleasing to note that maintenance 
work has been carried out on the High 
Street phone box. 

Lode Half Marathon 

On the advice of the police it was 
necessary, for safety reasons, to re-
route the Lode half marathon away from 
the site of an illegal ‘rave’.  The 
organisers are complimented on the way 
in which they reacted so quickly to 
change the route.  The only drawback to 
this change was that the full distance 
was not possible.  However, in spite of 
this and the diabolical weather, the 
event was, once again, an outstanding 
success. 

Church Walk 

Concern has been expressed that 
Church Walk does not have a road sign 
as this creates problems for delivery van 
drivers.  The matter is to be taken up 
with the County’s Highways’ Department 
to get a resolution of the matter. 

Buildings of Historical Interest 

Some little time ago it was reported that 
ECDC had requested details of any 
building which may have some historical 
importance.  The Guildhall and the 
Railway Station House were identified 
as two possible buildings.  As is the 
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Arthur Tomlinson  C.811280 
Clerk to the Council, 5 Mill Road, Lode 

annart@btinternet.com 

norm, further information was 
requested.  This has been supplied to 
ECDC. 

Lamp Standards 

As residents are aware the lamp posts 
in the village are being replaced with 
ones which are more efficient and 
hence more economical to run.  
Mr Lord expressed concern that when 
the lamp post replacement team visits 
Lode the expensive ties holding the 
Neighbourhood Watch and other 
notices would disappear.  It was 
suggested that it may be advisable to 
remove the notices immediately before 
the work commences and replace 
them afterwards.  This will, however, 
require a team of volunteers to carry 
out the work.  

Anglesey Abbey 

Mr Bradshaw (National Trust) reported 
that:-  

 the Winter Lights event is a sell 
out with 13,000 tickets being sold.  He 
hoped that the event will not have a 
detrimental impact upon the village. 

 as a number of unidentified faults 
in the mill’s structure have been found 
the maintenance project has taken 
longer than planned, By the time this 
publication has been delivered, 
however, the scaffolding will have 
been taken down. 

 those who regularly read what is 
displayed on the notice boards will 
have seen that the NT needs more 
volunteers to assist at the Abbey on 
two open days when the public will be 
told the story of the Abbey and the mill. 

Lode/Quy Cycleway 

Discussions continue over the 
question of the cycle way project.  Cllr 
Platten reported that it has been 
agreed that the best way forward will 

be to apply, through Sustrans, for planning 
permission for the creation of the B1102 
route.  Permission to use land along the 
B1102 route for the project will need to be 
firmed up as part of the planning 
application process.   

A presentation highlighting benefits of this 
route is planned for presentation to 
residents of local villages. 

Christopher Welton, joint editor of 
the Bulbeck Beacon, sent us this 
photo of the Lode Star that lives on 
the Aegean seas off Turkey.  We 
know there is a steam locomotive 
in the York Railway Museum but 

do you know of 
any other forms 
of transport with 
this proud 
name? 
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Monday Closed 

Tuesday 
3:00pm-5:00pm &  
6:00pm-8:00pm 

Wednesday 10:00am-11:30am 

Thursday 3:00pm-5.00pm 

Friday 6.00pm-8.00pm 

Saturday 10.00am-12 noon 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Lode &  
Longmeadow 

Christmas Fayre 

Stall space  
available. 

  Please apply to  
lodeclub@gmail.com if you 

would like to sell – a stall will 
cost £5 and the money will go 

towards our entertainment 
fund for older villagers. 

Saturday 6 December 
2-4pm   Lode Chapel 

Anglesey  
Farm Shop 

Opening 9 Dec 2014 

Anglesey Farm  
Lode Fen, Lode  

Contact  
Julie Peters 07760 888127 

We were delighted with the donation 
made by Fran Platten following her 
Jumble Sale in Lode on October. £276 
is a welcome addition to our funds. 

Please come to our  
Library Quiz Evening 31

 
January  

at the Royal British Legion. More 
details in the next issue. 

The Christmas Quiz is now available 
from the Library. Cost £1. 

Closure dates for the Christmas Period 
have been agreed.  

We shall finish after our session on 
Saturday 20 December and re-open 

for the session on  Saturday 3 January  

Do you know what a LEXOPHILE is? 
It is a word used to describe those that 
have a love for words and a few 
examples are  

‘A thief who stole a calendar and got 
12 months’ 

‘The batteries were given out free of 
charge’ 

‘A dentist and a manicurist married. 
They fought tooth and nail’ 

Sylvia Overton 811792 

 Rare Breed Meat 

 Selection of Cheese 

 Fresh Bread 

 Fresh Fruit and Veg 

and lots more..... 

advert 
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In Memoriam  
Daniel Dayy 

Daniel passed away peacefully at home on the 17
th
 October 

after a long fight against Myeloma. 

Wanda and JT, Brian and Pam, Adeline and Christina and the 
family would like to thank everybody for all the cards and flowers, 

their attendance at the crematorium and afterwards at the Royal 
British Legion, Bottisham. 

The number of people who attended the service was much appreciated and 
comforting.  We also wish to thank all who donated the grand sum of £750+ to 
Myeloma UK.  Daniel will certainly be missed but remembered by us all. 

Happy 90
th
 birthday to Hazel Cox, a 

dear Mum, Nanna and Great Nanna.  

Hazel has lived in Lode and 
Longmeadow all her life. 

All the best from Mavis, Nick, Lee, 
Heather, Kieran, Dillan and Brett. 

Congratulations  
Hazel  Cox 
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Thank You 

Postman Steve Clarke  

Many, many thanks for your years 
of service for our village. You have 
made sure we have received the 

post in all weathers and 
circumstances, you are really 

missed.  

Best wishes for the future from the 
residents of Lode with 

Longmeadow. 

mailto:lodeclub@gmail.com
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Well it had to arrive at some point - the 
Clarke family have been involved with 
the Royal Mail and Lode Post Office 
since electricity arrived here!  

My parents Muriel and Henry (Nobby -
for the newer arrivals) took over the 
Post Office and postal deliveries at 
3 Abbey Lane soon after the end of the 
second world war.  

At that time my father had to deliver not 
only to the Shrubbs farm down by the 
Cam but even over the Lode to, I think, 
a bungalow on the other side.  

I guess at this time around half a sack 
of mail arrived a day. In those days a 
great amount of mail traffic was local 
and as the mailman delivered our mail 
he would collect our post and drop it off 
at Post Offices he passed on his route 
from Cambridge to Burwell and the 
same on return trip - so local mail was 
often delivered the same 
day! (even though he 
had time for a cup of tea 
each time he called).  

My father bought 
26 High Street where we 
moved when I was 
about 7 and opened a 
slightly larger shop. 
During this period we 
(the village) had Ham 
Lee's shop (where Alan 
Lamb lives) and 
Maureen and Bill 
Newman's greengrocery 
shop where 10 Lode 
Road is now (later 
became Andy's 
Hairdresser shop) 
before number 10 was 
built.  

My father retired from 
the mail in 1978 as I 
took on the mantle in 
September of that year, Valerie taking 

Sixty Years of Postal Service 

on the role of Postmistress in 1984 
when my parents eventually fully 
retired.  

At this time we were receiving around 3 
sacks of mail in the morning and half a 
sack in the afternoon.  

We transported the Post Office a 
couple of times - through varying 
fortunes - from 26, to 33 and then to 24 
(all in the High Street).  

We moved into 24 in 1993 and enjoyed 
our longest period in one house until 
Val retired and we moved to our 
current abode in Station Road. At the 
peak of the mail we were receiving 
around 15 sacks of mail in the morning 
(now no afternoon delivery). 

It has been quite a journey and it has 
been a privilege to serve the residents 
and community of this fantastic  village 
and we are so pleased to have found 

such a treasure, in 
Corinne (and Jez !) to 
take over at number 
24, making my 
transition so much 
more pleasant. 

My final (official) day 
as a postman was 1st. 
November 2014.    

God Bless you all and 
thank you for your 
forbearance. 

Steve Clarke 

Nobby & Muriel, 1943 
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I’m extremely busy at the North Pole, making sure all the presents, including yours, 

are ready and wrapped for Christmas Eve.  It’s a very exciting time for all; Rudolph 

and I can’t wait to land at your home with all your gifts. Rudolph is especially looking 

forward to eating the carrots you kindly leave and maybe a mince pie for me?… 

To ensure I receive your letter on time please can you send it to the following address: 

Santa/Father Christmas, , C/o Santa’s Grotto, Reindeerland, XM4 5HQ, UK 

I will respond to as many letters as possible, in between getting the sleigh ready for the 

long journey on Christmas Eve.  To receive your card from me, please make sure you 

use the correct address (above) remembering to put a stamp on the envelope. Don't 

forget I need to know your full name and address to reply! 

I am happy to receive your cards and letters now but because of a very busy Christmas 

ahead could you please write to me no later than Saturday 6 December. 

Message from Father Christmas / Santa 

To all children in Lode and Longmeadow 
Steve Clarke, who is retiring as our postman, knows all about how letters get 
delivered to the right people from all over the world.  He has been asked to send 
this very special message to you all. And to make your letter extra special you 
can colour in the picture Jack Wells has drawn for us (see overleaf.)  

Dear Father Christmas 
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Here is Peter McNeely’s family’s 
recipe (serves 6) 

They have this either at American 
Thanksgiving (end of November) or at 
Christmas or both.  It is a rather 
restrained example of the American 
instinct to make vegetables very 
sweet.  

It would be a side dish at a turkey 
dinner along with the potatoes and 
green vegetables and stuffing. Peter 
thinks it best served with some turkey 
gravy. 

3 large sweet potatoes or yams,  
poke holes in the skin and bake 
these in the oven for about an hour 
until soft 

Mash sweet potatoes in bowl and add: 
1
/2 cup softened butter 

Half tsp cinnamon  

1
/4 tsp ginger         

1
/4 cup sugar 

1
1
/2 tbsp vanilla  

3 beaten eggs    Salt to taste 

Mix and pour into buttered casserole 
dish 

Topping: 

1 cup brown sugar 
1 cup chopped pecans 
1
/2 cup flour 

1
/3 cup melted butter 

Mix together in small bowl and spread 
on top of sweet potato mixture bake at 
350F for 1 hour. 

A cup is an American measure of volume, 
so it won’t convert directly into ounces or 
grams. A cup is around 8floz or 220ml or 
check online for conversions. 

 
Sweet Potato Soufflé  
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At the Shop at Lode with 
Longmeadow we enjoy helping out 
an assortment of lovely people.  
This includes people now calling 
our village home from far, far away.  
These people bring their own 
culture and traditions especially at 
Christmas. 

Let me introduce you to Peter 
McNeely who represents those 
originally from America. Also there is 
Baboosha from the warmth of 
Mauritius. Closer in Europe, Andrea 
is from Germany and Andreia 
Coelho from Portugal, how does 
their Christmas compare to a 
traditional English Christmas? 

In Germany and Portugal they both 
celebrate on the 24

th
 December. So 

I’ll be jealous when I open the shop 
on Christmas Eve for the morning.  
Andreia Coelho tells me that over 
the Christmas period they have 
French toast with cinnamon and 
sugar then salted cod for their main 
meal on the 24

th
.  She loves all 

Christmas food but not Christmas 
pudding.   

Andrea tells me in Germany they put 
the Christmas tree up on the day 
and that they put on real candles. 
How romantic!  They have a family 
tradition of singing Christmas carols 
and enjoying potato salad and 
sausages.  

Peter tells me that after living in the 
UK for several years they still 
celebrate the American tradition of 
Thanksgiving in November which he 
explains is similar to a Christmas 
celebration but without presents. 
Peter enjoys the pumpkin pie served 
at the end of the meal. (See his 
soufflé recipe on the previous page.)  

He tells me that Christmas 
decorations aren’t put up until after 
Thanksgiving. Here Christmas starts 
earlier and earlier so perhaps we can 
learn a lesson from this idea? 

Baboosha tells me that Christmas is 
celebrated in Mauritius and they 
exchange presents but don’t 
necessarily do this on Christmas day.  
Baboosha’s family don’t usually have 
our traditional meal but often have a 
chicken or lamb biryani. Growing up 
in Mauritius Baboosha remembers 
her mother doing a traditional roast 
dinner despite the hot climate. 

Everyone agreed that it is a special 
time of year. So we join together to 
wish you, Happy Holidays from 
America’s traditional saying; from 
Germany, Fröhliche Weihnachten; 
from Mauritius Joyeux Nöel (yes, 
they speak French); from Portugal 
Feliz Natal and from me Happy 
Christmas. 

Finally, a little marketing; if you like 
the idea of visiting these countries 
don’t forget Euros are available at the 
Post Office (24 High Street) and 
American Dollars, Mauritius Rupees 
plus other currencies can be ordered. 
Look in our window for the current 
exchange rates. 

To Andrea, Andreia, Baboosha and 
Peter – Happy Christmas again and 
thank you for your contributions. 
I hope I have the above correct? 

Corinne  C.811927 

An International Christmas 
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We held our first committee meeting for 
the 2015 Fete. Everyone is really 
enthusiastic and we have one new 
member but will always welcome more.  
Sawston Steel Band is booked and so 
we think there might be a slightly 
Caribbean flavour in the offing!  

Lots of ideas have been talked about 
but basically we would like to keep it 
similar to last year with the Inter Village 
Challenge, the ever popular, ‘even 
better’ Dog Show! and lots and lots of 
stalls. We know that we need more 
attractions for children and so if anyone 
has any ideas please let us know. 

We will be purchasing a new marquee 
with the profits in the spring to use at 
the fete and then during the summer 
we hope to be able to offer this to 
village residents for garden parties – 
more details to follow next year. 

This still leaves an amount in the bank 
for the 2015 fete but we would really 
appreciate some sponsorship from any 
local small businesses. In return we will 
advertise your business in the 
programme. We already have a 
sponsor for the programmes so please 
think seriously about helping out this 
community event. Please contact me 

on the details below if you would like 
to consider this. 

Calling all Stallholders – if you have 
a small business, hobby or craft that 
you would like to share with the 
community then book a stall. We 
charge just £10 for a pitch. Please 
contact Pauline Holmes on C.812029. 

John Lince (Chairman) 
47 Mill Road, Lode  C.812227 

Lode Village Fete - Sunday 14 June 2015 

Lode Fete Committee is holding a 

QUIZ & THAI GREEN  
CURRY NIGHT  

Fassage Hall  

Saturday 7 February 2015  
7.30 for 8pm start  

o raise funds. 

Teams of 6 at £6 per head. 

Please make a note in your diaries 
and book in your teams with me as 

soon as possible. 

John Lince 
47 Mill Road, Lode  C.812227 

Lode Open Gardens 2015 
We are planning to hold this event on Sunday 28 June 2015 
to run from 11am to 5pm. A number of people have 
volunteered already to open their gardens and if you would like 
to be included please do contact us. We are also hoping to 
have a music programme, refreshments and art displays. 
There will be special activities in some gardens for children. 
The proceeds will go to St James Church and the Lode to Quy 
cycle way. 

Muriel Cordell (C.811139) : Carole Faulkner (C.811963) 
Jean Howard (C.812096) : Julie Sale (C.811222) 
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Anglesey Abbey and Wicken Fen 
News and Events — November 2014 

If you’ve walked by Lode Mill 
recently you will have noticed that 
the scaffolding has finally been 
removed. The external redecoration 
of the mill took longer than 
anticipated, mainly due to a 
combination of additional work 
required and wet weather which 
delayed progress at times. 

At the beginning of November 
around 1,000 revellers held an 
illegal rave on Burwell Fen. To 
access the fen, they cut fences and 
broke gates and bollards causing 
significant damage, both physical 
and financial. The party goers left a 
large amount of waste (including 
human waste as there were no toilet 
facilities on site) leaving a particularly 
unpleasant task for our Rangers and 
volunteers who spent several days 
clearing-up the mess. If you’re out 
and about in the Vision area and 
suspect a rave maybe about to take 
place, please call the Wicken Fen 
Visitor Centre on 01353 720274 or 
Cambridgeshire Police on 101. 

Essential maintenance work on the 
access ramps to Reach Lode 
Bridge is scheduled to take place in 
December. This will require the 
bridge to be closed for a period of 
five consecutive days between 
sometime between 4 -18 December - 
the exact date being very weather 
dependent. The dates will be posted 
on our website and Facebook pages 
when known, or please call the 
Visitor Centre for up to date 
information if you plan to use the 
bridge. 

As Christmas approaches we have 
our popular Father Christmas at the 

Fen over three weekends from 
Saturday 6 – Sunday 21 
December. Tickets £6.95 per 
child are available from the 
Wicken Fen Visitor Centre on 
01353 720274 – advance 
booking essential. 

Tickets for Winter Lights have 
completely sold-out for all nine nights. 
There may be a few pairs of free 
Winter Lights tickets for Lode residents 
which have not been taken up. If you’re 
interested please e-mail 
angleseyabbeyevents@nationaltrust.org.uk 
with the first line of your address. 
Tickets will be allocated on a first come 
first served basis.   

In the New Year we will be running a 
couple of Volunteering Open days at 
Anglesey Abbey on Saturday 10 and 
Tuesday 13 January, 10am -1pm. 
There are lots of ways you can get 
involved from welcoming visitors and 
sharing stories, to helping run Lode Mill 
or volunteering as a family. Please e-
mail our volunteering team on 
angleseyabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk to find 
out more or to let us know you’re 
coming. 

Finally, if you fancy  some fresh air and 
a walk over the Festive period, Wicken 
Fen is open every day, (except 
Christmas Day) from 10am – 5pm; 
whilst Anglesey Abbey is open from 
10am – 4.30pm (closed 24 -26 Dec). 

Have a great Christmas. 

Howard Cooper 
Communications Officer 

mailto:angleseyabbeyevents@nationaltrust.org.uk
mailto:angleseyabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk
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LODE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  

Jean Coxall (President) welcomed members to the 
November meeting of the Lode WI and signed the 
Minutes. 

Our speaker for the evening Sue Baker - An 
Introduction to Egyptian Style of Belly Dancing. 

Seeing one lady setting up as we went 
into the hall did not prepare us for who 
she turned into 30 minutes later. Sue 
had changed into her sparkling attire 
that she uses for her demonstrations 
and teaching and had also brought 
many other beautiful costumes with her 
that she uses.  

Sue began by saying that Belly 
dancing or Raks Sharki is an umbrella 
description for the many styles of 
dancing from the Middle East and is 
one of the oldest dance forms in the 
World. It is associated with fertility and 
can be danced by anyone.  It can 
improve stamina, posture, co-
ordination and balance and lower 
stress levels.  

Sue spoke of how there are pictures in 
the pyramids showing belly dancers as 
far back as 1350BC. During the Roman 
Empire women who performed belly 
dancing were paid in grain and 
livestock.  

The Gypsy influence goes from India 
across to Spain via Turkey and North 
Africa and young women  
demonstrated other culture’s dances 
and so spread the culture across the 
Trade route. During the Ottoman 
Empire women travelled between 
Harems and taught Arts, Culture and 
the Etiquette of Belly Dancing to the 
ladies of the Harem.  

However in contrast to this the 
Egyptian gypsies danced in the street 
and were associated with prostitution. 
Napoleon banned belly dancers for 
spreading disease and unrest and 400 

were killed by being sewn into sacks 
and thrown into the Nile to drown.  

Belly dancing was introduced to the 
Western Hemisphere at the World 
Trade Fair in Paris in 1889. It spread to 
America and eventually to nightclubs. It 
is now carried on all over the world with 
costumes that reflect each dance and 
has ever changing fashions.  

Sue explained that she choreographs 
dances and makes many of her own 
costumes. Following this several 
members were taught the basic moves 
of Shimmying much to the delight of a 
very appreciative audience, and others 
used the finger cymbals and drums to 
accompany the dancing.  

At the end of this demonstration Sue 
was warmly thanked by Audrey Palmer 
for a stimulating and enjoyable 
evening. 

Out and About:- 

Members who had been to events 
during the past month reported back on 
their activities including: - 

a) Meet the Midwife – a fascinating 
tour of the docks where the TV 
programme was filmed. 

b) Autumn Break – in Harrogate with 
visits to Whitby on the North York 
railway, Harewood House and a day in 
York. 

c) Autumn Lunch with Sophie Able as 
the speaker who is now responsible for 
the corporate side of the racecourses 
in six racecourses around Newmarket.  
A very inspiring young lady. 
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On 29 October those members 
who could attend made their way 
to the top of road to receive the 
baton which had begun its journey 

last year in the meeting place of the first WI in the town with the very long name 
on Anglesey – Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch. 

Over the months it is travelling to every Federation in the country and will finish its 
journey in June 2015 at the Annual General Meeting of the WI to celebrate its 
100

th
 Anniversary.     

Here in Cambridge we were handed the baton by Ely Federation and we, in turn, 
handed it over to the Norfolk Federation one week later.   Whilst it was with the 
Cambridge Federation, members of the Board visited everyone of the 68 WI’s  
and took a photographic record: 

d) Speakers Showcase in which 
potential speakers audition for a place 
in the Yearbook, some of which we 
will possibly see next year. 

e) Denman Weekend – Angela 
Standley and her daughter had a 
weekend at Denman on a cookery 
course which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

f) Centenary Baton Afternoon tea 
party where a representative from our 
Federation had a lovely tea followed 
by entertainment and handed the 

Baton over to Norfolk Federation on its 
way to its final destination next June at 
the 100

th
 celebration at the Royal Albert 

Hall. 

The raffle was won by Hazel Cox and a 
very full meeting ended at 10.00pm. 

December meeting—Christmas Party. 
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News from the Bottisham Patients’ Group 

Fund raiser for the Ambulatory 
Blood Pressure Monitor (ABPM) 

As explained last month, the Patients’ 
Group (PG) has agreed to raise funds 
to pay for an ABPM for Bottisham 
Medical Practice so that patients can 
have the monitor fitted at the surgery 
and their GP can have quick access 
to the readings.  

The tombola at the ‘flu clinics in 
October raised just short of £100, so 
we are off the mark towards our target 
of £1,500.  Details of how you can 
donate are on the PG noticeboard in 
the waiting room where a collection 
box will be available on Reception.  

Your donations of whatever amount 
will be very welcome, in cash or 
cheque - the PG  banks with Barclays 
Bank and cheques should be made 
out to ‘Bottisham Medical Practice 
Patients’ Group’.   

We don’t have a deadline for reaching 
our target, as the sooner it’s reached 
the sooner patients won’t have to 
spend half a day, twice, going to 
Addenbrooke’s to have their blood 
pressure monitored.  If you have any 
good ideas about other ways in which 
we can raise this money please leave 
a note for our secretary at Reception  
or email patientsgroup@outlook.com. 

Campaign for improvements to 
General Practice 

Through the Royal College of General 
Practitioners’ campaign, many of you 
signed its petition calling for general 
practice to be given the resources it 
needs to care for patients. Thanks to 
your support, the Put patients first: 
Back general practice campaign is 
having a positive impact across the 
UK, raising awareness about the 

need for more GPs to be able to 
spend more time with their patients. It 
was signed by over 300,000 people.   

Last month NHS England said in its 
landmark Five Year Forward View 
that it intends to implement a package 
of measures to boost primary care, 
including shifting more NHS 
resources into the community and 
recruiting more GPs, particularly in 
deprived areas.  

The RCGP is currently writing an 
Action Plan to give to our leaders, 
mapping out the actions they need to 
take to deliver this ‘new deal’.  You 
can follow the RCGP campaign at 
www.putpatientsfirst.rcgp.org.uk; on 
Twitter using #putpatientsfirst; and on 
facebook.com/rcgp.org. 

‘Flu jabs 

If you are reading this, are eligible for 
a free ‘flu jab but still haven’t had it, 
phone the Practice on C.810030 to 
book an appointment.   

Healthy Walking Group 

There will be one PG walk in 
December, led by Steve Gilson, our 
accredited walk leader, on Friday 12th, 
starting from the surgery car park at 
11.00am. Anglesey Abbey walks 
continue weekly on Thursdays from 
the Visitors’ Centre starting at 
10.00am.  All patients are welcome on 
all these walks. 

Christmas and New Year 

The PG committee and the Practice 
staff wish all of our patients a very 
happy, peaceful and healthy 
Christmas and New Year.   

The surgery will be closed from 
25 to 28 December inclusive and on 
1 January, so the Dispensary will be 
particularly busy.  Please try to give 
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more than 48 hours’ notice if you 
need to collect repeat prescriptions 
over the holiday period.  If you need 
urgent medical care overnight, at 
weekends or during bank holidays 
please phone Urgent Care 
Cambridgeshire on 111. 

Bottisham Patients’ Group Committee  

ROYAL BRITISH 
LEGION 

BOTTISHAM 

POPPY 
APPEAL 

I am grateful to to all who have 
helped with the 2014/2015 Poppy 
Appeal - the volunteers, clubs, 
schools and businesses in 
Bottisham, Lode, Longmeadow, 
Quy, Great and Little Wilbraham 
and Six Mile Bottom.  

You have again given invaluable 
and enthusiastic support to the 
work of the Royal British Legion. 

Provisional details of the amount 
collected in Bottisham and 
surrounding villages since the 
launch in October are that £5,240 
has been raised.  

We are on course to exceed the 
final figure for the year ended 
30

 
September 2014 which was 

£7,156.  

Thank you all. John Overton  
Poppy Appeal Organiser  

C.811792 

We have had a busy start to the new 
school year, with lots of new children 
joining our nursery.   This term our topic 
has been farms and light and dark.  We 
have been learning about owls and 
squirrels and have held story telling 
with puppets in our Forest School.  The 
children have been making dens and 
shining torches into dark spaces! 

We had a good crop from our allotment 
in the summer.  Fellow allotment 
owners were very generous and 
donated runner beans and butternut 
squash plants.  The children also 
planted tomatoes and strawberries, 
which we ate at snack time.  We also 
grew pumpkins, which the children took 
home. 

The Montessori method of teaching is 
holistic and child led.  Each child has 
their own interests and we aim to 
provide an environment that is rich for 
exploration and learning.  We do not 
introduce children to numbers and 
letters until they are developmentally 
ready and willing to sit and learn.  
Every child gets there at their own 
pace. 

We are looking forward to our end of 
year Christmas Party, and we really 
hope that Father Christmas makes an 
appearance!   

Sharon Maskell         

News from  
Little Legs  
of Lode 

See main advert 
on page AA 

mailto:patientsgroup@outlook.com
http://www.putpatientsfirst.rcgp.org.uk
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A huge and heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed to or helped 
in this year's Anglesey Benefice Samaritan's Shoebox Appeal.   

The pack took place, as in previous years, in St Cyriac's Church 
Swaffham Prior, on 18 October, and a magnificent total of 164 boxes 
were put together ready for shipping to Kyrgyzstan.   

We were joined this year by the children of Swaffham Bulbeck Primary School who collected 
items and contributed 18 boxes to this total.  Well done!   

Despite vigorous fundraising to cover the £3 per box that is required as a donation towards 
shipping costs we were substantially short of our target, until that is an anonymous and very 
generous donation arrived from a resident of Quy, to whom we are hugely grateful.   

As I write the packing warehouse for our area is in full swing and by the time that you read 
this our boxes should be on their way to some very happy recipients.  

Wishing you all Seasons Greetings and thank you again for supporting this extremely 
worthwhile cause.   

Janet Willmott 

Dear Editor 
Sale of 45 Lode Road  

(Lode Social Club)  
It is some months since the membership 
voted for the Extraordinary General Meeting 
(EGM) resolution to negotiate a sale of the 
property at Lode Road to Julie and Richard 
Peters.  A contract was drawn up in July 
and sent to the buyers’ solicitor, and 
although apparently initially acceptable to 
the solicitor, this has been returned with 
substantial amendments. 

The main point of difference is whether the 
buyers require planning change of use.  The 
committee is advised that this is required 
and the Planning Authority has confirmed 
that this is so.  However recent legislation 
allows an owner of a property such as a 
social club to operate a restaurant for a 
temporary period of two years without prior 
change of use.  During that two years 
change of use must be obtained or the 
restaurant will have to close and the 
building revert to its original use. 

The committee believes that opening a 

restaurant at 45 Lode Road under the 
new legislation and without first 
obtaining change of use fails to 
satisfy the members’ resolution that 
the buyers operate a pub/restaurant 
for a period of ten years.  We 
therefore instructed the Club’s 
solicitor to withdraw from the contract 
if the buyers do not accept this 
condition.  This we did on the basis 
that we are unable to negotiate a 
satisfactory contract and because the 
Club cannot be expected to incur 
ever increasing legal costs in these 
circumstances. 

We hope the buyers will now commit 
to applying for change of use prior to 
sale, and that the directors may 
proceed to exchange of contracts 
very soon.  If this does not now 
happen, then the members will be 
informed of the situation in detail in 
preparation for a further resolution. 

The Committee   Lode Social Club  
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The 4th Lode Half Marathon & Fun Run 
took place on Sunday 2nd November, we 
had record number of entries (254 for the 
half marathon) and were looking forward to 
a fun day BUT things didn’t quite go 
according to plan!  There was an illegal 
‘rave’ in Burwell Fen next to part of the half 
marathon route.  In the first instance the 
Police hoped that the run could take place 
if we delayed the start, unfortunately this 
did not turn out to be possible and after 
consultation with the police and the 
runners we organised a shortened course 
(10.9 miles).  We thank all the runners for 
their patience and understanding. 

We had local runners, runners from all 
over the eastern counties and even 
runners from as far away as Stockport, 
Middlesex, Bangor and Northumberland.  
Despite the shortened course everyone 
seemed to enjoy it and we received lots of 
“thank yous”.  One runner wrote: 

“I just wanted to say thank you to everyone 
involved in organising and staging the race 
today; under what I could tell were very 
testing circumstances I thought the team 
did a first class job, and I was very grateful 
to all the marshals who kept us safe along 
the course and motivated.” 

Jenny Wilson (a remedial massage 
therapist) from Wilbraham was on site for 
the second year, offering pre/post run 
massages to the runners – raising more 
funds for Prostate Cancer UK.  

 All times can be found on the Lode 
Runners website (www.loderunners.co.uk) 
- the fastest man was Kieren Drane from 
Ely and the fastest lady was Juliet Nayler 
from Biggleswade. 

Twelve runners from Lode/Lode families 
completed the half marathon and they 

FOURTH LODE HALF MARATHON  
& THREE MILE FUN RUN 

LODE RUNNERS       

were: Tom Lovelace who was 4
th
 overall, 

Richard Preston, James McLean, Jamie 
Jackson, Peter Thurlby, William Folkes, 
Robert Beeton, Jenny Leeton, Simon Peck, 
Kirstie Brand, Sarah Nash and Glenis 
Moore. 

What a brilliant achievement, well run all of 
you. 

This year’s Fun Run attracted 58 entrants.  
Four runners from Lode completed the 3 
miles (approx) – Henry Beeton, Charlotte 
Beeton, Annabel Cullen and Meleena 
Walsh.  Well done all of you. 

We raised £3,005 for Prostate Cancer UK 
and £1,000 for a local amenity (not yet 
finalised). It was a fantastic team effort and 
we could not have done it without the many 
people who helped by stewarding, 
timekeeping, making cakes, serving 
refreshments, putting out signs and all the 
other things that go into organising such an 
event – a big thank you to each and every 
one of you. 

A massive thank you must also go to the 
following local companies who sponsored 
the event: 

Scotsdales Garden Centres,  
Sweatshop (Cambridge),  

Iceni Water 

And those who allowed us onto their land - 
National Trust, Environment Agency and 
the Badcock family. 

Many thanks to you all. 

Tessa Shrubbs 
On behalf of Lode Runners 
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The club is now in its 41
st
 year and 

continues to attract new members 
who are always welcome.  

During October several members of 
the club attended a photography 
competition at Bishop’s Stortford 
organized by the ICON group. Six 
clubs from the Eastern Region were 
invited to take part - Bottisham & 
Burwell Photographic Club, 
Cambridge Camera Club, 
Chelmsford Camera Club, ICON, 
Upminster Camera Club and Ware 
& District Photographic Society. 
Each club submitted 8 prints which 
were judged by Paul Radden LRPS 
DPAGB AFIAP of Harlow 
Photographic Society. Paul is also 
the Judges Officer for the East 
Anglian Federation of Photographic 
Societies (EAF). The competition 
was won by Ware & District, 
second, Bottisham & Burwell, with 
Chelmsford in third place. Only one 
mark separated the first two places. 

This was the last event organised 
by ICON which was formed in 1997 
from members in a club who had 
issues regarding the introduction of 
digital cameras! They decided to 
form a separate group for about 5 
years to see how the new cameras 
would perform. Now seventeen 
years later and all much older the 
group has decided to disband. The 
President of the EAF Bob Norris 
EFIAP APAGB stated that they will 
be greatly missed by the 
photographic community in the 
Eastern Region as their work was 
always of a consistently good 
quality. 

In the coming weeks we have the 
following events taking place: 

Tuesday 2 December 

Bottisham & Burwell Photographic Club  

‘The Art in Photography’ A 
Workshop with audience 
participation led by Adrian Stone, of 
Peterborough. 

The year ends on Tuesday 9 December 
2014, with a ‘Quiz Night’ led by the 
Chairman Gerry Metcalfe. 

Tuesday 6 January 2015 

PAGB Inter-Federation Print Exhibition 
Portfolio’ Recorded DVD of prints 
exhibited throughout the United Kingdom 
in 2014 from the 15 Federations.  

Tuesday 27 January 2014 

'Jpeg-vs-Raw'. Ian Wilson ARPS of 
Cambridge CC delves into the pros and 
cons of capturing images in both genres. 

In the following weeks there will be a 
varied programme of events that may, if 
wished, be attended by guests. Further 
details are available on our website see 
below. 

Guests are welcome to attend any meeting 
at Lode Chapel on Tuesdays from 7:30pm 
to 9:30pm. Fee: £3.00, including 
refreshments, refunded on joining. 

Annual subscriptions: Adult: £40.00, Joint 
Membership: £67.00, Student: £21.00. 
Refreshments 50p. New members joining 
now will receive a pro rata rate. 

Lastly we would ask guests attending the 
club not to double park in the vicinity of 
Lode Chapel, as there is local concern 
regarding access for emergency vehicles.   

Barry Coles, Publicity Officer   

For further details contact: 
Mrs Daphne Hanson DPAGB APAGB    
01638 741106       www.bottburpc.org   
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Bottisham Village College and 
Swaffham Bulbeck Primary are lead 
schools of the Anglian Gateway 
Teaching School Alliance.  

We are leading the way for more 
school-led teacher training.  This is 
really important to us because it 
means we can choose the most 
talented and dedicated people and 
develop them as teachers.   

Being able to choose who we train as 
teachers helps us to deliver the best 
outcomes for the students and pupils 
in our alliance.  

You can find out more about the 
Anglian Gateway Teaching School 
Alliance through our website 
www.angliangatewaytsa.org. 

We have vacancies now to start 
training from September 2015 and 
we would be very interested to hear 
from you if you are thinking of 
becoming a teacher, or know 
someone who is.   

We’re looking for people who have 
(or will have) at least a 2.2 degree, 
have a passion for education and 
teaching and want to inspire young 
people to fulfil their potential. 

Take a look at the information on our 
website about the different training 
programmes on offer.  

We’d welcome an opportunity to 
discuss with you the exciting teacher 

Important News:  
Are you interested in training to become a primary or 
secondary teacher?  Do you know someone else who 

is interested in teaching as a career? 

training opportunities available.   

Don’t hesitate to contact Anne 
O’Reilly at Bottisham Village College 
who leads the work on initial teacher 
training across our teaching school 
alliance. She can be contacted at 
ao’reilly@bottishamvc.org or 01223 
811250 ext. 239.  

We can also provide you with 
support and guidance on your 
application form and offer you school 
experience if you just want a taster of 
what teaching would be like. 

For any further information on what 
becoming a teacher might involve 
more generally you can visit 
http:www.education.gov.uk/get-into-
teaching. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Kate Evans 
Principal of 
Bottisham Village 
College                                                                                                    
 
     

Donna Cornwell  
Headteacher 

Swaffham Bulbeck Primary  School 

 

http://www.bottburpc.org
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This committee meets twice a year to 
discuss issues relating to the National 
Trust and the village 

Present Charlie Platten, Charlie Rickard, 
Lois Baker, Brian Camps, Joy Edwards, 
Mark Bradshaw, Alan Lamb 

Apologies  Peter Wells and Maggie 
Camps 

The Mill sluice is now complete and 
looking good apart from some rather unruly 
growth on the banks. MB said he would 
investigate the weed problem. The painting 
of the Mill is almost complete. 

The land beside the Fassage that we 
requested for outdoor gym equipment is not 
needed at present because the desire for 
this equipment seems to be muted. 

The NT stall at the fete seems to have 
been well visited. 

The allotments. There were quite a few 
untended plots and there were a few issues 
of mowing because the mower broke 
down. In the end LB plus her colleagues did 
some of the work, and JJ will be looking into 
the problem when she returns from Head 
Office. 

Parking in the Paddock. The NT would 
benefit from the 28 day rule, and although it 
has not been used this year, it could well be 
during the snowdrop season next spring. 
The PC has discussed this at recent 
meetings and supports this rather than 
chaotic parking throughout the village. 
There have been changes to the proper 
management of the car parking with a 
dedicated team and a separate duty 
manager. 

Cycle path between Lode and Quy  
Further information after the proposed 
Steering Group Meeting on 27 November. 

Wicken Vision—LB reported 

White Fen Woodland The new trees are 

National Trust/Lode Liaison Committee meeting, 6 October 

coming on well and each volunteer had 
their own patch of trees which they keep an 
eye on. It has recently been mown and is 
looking good 

Burwell Fen. This is a conservation area 
which has a lot of migrant birds and they 
are introducing the Konig ponies and 
Highland cattle to keep the vegetation 
down. 

Gutterbridge plantation in Swaffham 
Bulbeck. The lease has now been agreed 
with the PC and a new bridge has been 
built over the stream and paths opened up 
by teams of volunteers. 

Community—MB reported 

Excellent year with record numbers of 
visitors especially the Dahlia Festival.  

Winter Lights. This event will be the last 
weekend of November and the first two 
weekends of December,.  Nine evenings in 
evenings in total. A letter has been sent to 
residents of Abbey Lane who are most 
affected, detailing times of music etc. The 
lighting in the car park is going to be down-
lighting, so it is less intrusive. Also they will 
be given free tickets to the event. There will 
also be 10 free tickets for each weekend for 
residents of Lode and Longmeadow, which 
are available from the community 
ambassadors. 

NT land    Emily Tydeman is the new NT 
Rural Surveyor. She was asking about the 
triangle of land that belongs to the NT and 
used to be rented by Gerald Aves. We 
thought it might have been taken on by 
Richard Peters.  MB will contact. Emily had 
queries about the roller blading tarmac 
beside the Fassage. AL said that the PC 
paid £40 pa to rent it from the NT. None of 
us knew anything about this. He also said 
that the NT map of the area was not correct 
when he was planning construction of the 
Fassage Hall, and he had had a meeting 
with the Rural Surveyor.  
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NT properties in Lode. There were quite 
a few changes as people had left. 
Meanwhile they were taking the 
opportunity to renovate them with new 
bathrooms, etc. 

The Open Meeting will be on Saturday 17 
January from 10.30am to noon at the 
Fassage Hall, and hosted by Lode Parish 
Council. 

The next Liaison meeting will be Monday 
23 March, 10.30am at Anglesey Abbey. 

Other Business 

FP to give MB the details of the Japanese 
Knotweed problem on land beside the old 
railway line and who is dealing with it. 

Fran Platten 

Burwell Print’s first ever  

Christmas Fayre 

Mandeville Hall in Burwell 
Saturday 6 December 

10am- 4pm 

 There’ll be over 15 stalls, each with 
some great gift ideas.   

 Our local school choir is coming at 
11.30am and a singing group at 
1.30pm to entertain us.   

 There’ll be mulled wine and 
refreshments. AND a Santa’s Grotto  

We look forward to seeing you. 

See page T for the Print Centre’s 
advertisement 

Burwell Print 
your community print centre 

Bucket loads of nostalgia for former 
pupils of Lode School on the archive this 
month.  Thanks to Pauline McCartney of 
Bottisham (daughter of Mrs Harris) we 
have acquired several school photos 
from the forties, fifties and early sixties.  
Many names have been added but there 
are gaps and if you can fill them please 
go to the ‘Add Comments’ space at the 
bottom of the relevant page.  It would be 
good if we could get some more 
accurate dates for these too. 

Also featured this month is a photo of a 
coach outing which could be Cow & 
Hare, Three Horseshoes, or Club.  Not 
sure where it was taken or when but 
there’s a vintage bus in the background 
and again if you can add names or a 
date it would be very helpful. 

Coral Hatley   lodearchive@gmail.com 

Lode On-Line Archive at 
http://lode.ccan.co.uk/ 

Our last Coffee Morning of 2014 
will be on  

Wednesday 17 December.  
Wendy and Julie hope to 

welcome you all again in the 
New Year on  

Wednesday 7 January 2015.   

Please remember if you would like a lift 
to any of the Coffee Mornings  

please contact Julie Sale on C.811222 or 
Wendy on C.811356. 

Lode Coffee 
Morning  

wishes you all a very  
Happy Christmas and a 

Healthy New Year 

http://lode.ccan.co.uk/
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Public Transport Matters 

Arguments for and against 
the guided busway rumble 
on.  The county council 
claims that passenger 

numbers have hit the 3-year target with 
3,457,354 passengers in the past year 
although it has been pointed out that not all 
those will have been on the busway section 
and that many passengers will have had 
free bus passes.     

More people are using their local buses due 
to the problems with the new method of 
payment at the park and ride sites. ‘Use it or 
lose it’ is quoted by a local CN letter writer 
regarding the new Bikebus service on 
Sundays and Bank Holidays from 
Cambridge station to the southern villages 
with a trailer for bikes and 
wheelchairs. www.scambs.gov.uk.   

Another excellent service is the Stagecoach 
X5 to Oxford via St. Neots, Bedford, Milton 
Keynes but also picking up all along the 
route in smaller villages.  Why struggle with 
the busy road when you can just relax or 
read in comfort?  It is like a coach with 
leather seats and a toilet.  It departs from 
Parkside but also connects to our services 
at Victoria Avenue and Maids Causeway.  It 
can get full so we depart from Parkside and 
alight on the return journey at Maids 
Causeway to link with the 10,11,12.   

National Express seems to have dropped 
the ‘0’ prefix from its local services and now 
also has a 10, 11,12!   

For those able to access the A1303 stop 
the excellent services to Ely or Bury St. 
Edmunds continue.  Just across the road 
from Bury bus station is the library with a 
good café run by Realise Futures Catering 
which helps people back into 
work.  Newmarket library has a range of 
timetable booklets produced by Suffolk 
County Council and showing the buses 
which run in the western part of the county 
and into Cambridge.  The Bury to 

Newmarket rural services are also shown if 
you feel like exploring. 

Stagecoach aims to make travel easier with 
its stagecoachsmart.com for regular 
travellers - megarider extra and megarider 
plus extra monthly tickets.  This is cheaper 
than buying on the bus.   

We recently went by Brittany Ferries to stay 
for a week in Santander, northern 
Spain.  While packing I discovered the 
smartcard for their buses which I had had 
three years before.  We popped into the 
local tobacconists and were able to top it 
up!  Would it still have been valid if it had 
been an English card here?!   

An ongoing argument is the question of 
returning to state-owned railways.  As a 
letter-writer in the Cambridge News points 
out three out of four railways are state-
owned but by foreign states – Deutsche 
Bahn, for instance.  GTR (Govia 
Thameslink) has taken over locally from 
First Capital Connect  - a franchise to run 
for seven years with a promise of £430 
million of investment – new trains, improved 
reliability, increased capacity, better 
connections, improved stations.  

With Christmas approaching there are 
books on travel for transport buffs available 
from Postcript‘s travel section  – Exploring 
Britain’s Lost Railways, etc. 
(www.psbooks.co.uk), and the National 
Railway Museum has over11,000 posters 
and a calendar (museumselection.co.uk) 
and the RNLI has A Century of Railway 
Travel (0 300 300 9916). 

Happy travelling!             Paddy James 

Rail info:  08457 48 49 50  
Traveline:  0871 200 22 33 
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The maize fields around 
Lode and Longmeadow 

were harvested in the last 
two weeks of November. 

Lots of mud on the roads but by 
now the crop should be well on its 
way to being turned into fuel 

The Anaerobic Digester plant 
between Chittering and Stretham 
uses chopped whole maize plants 
and grass to produce gas to provide 
heat and electricity. 

It is located on the site of Produce 
Connection Ltd, which grows, packs 
and stores potatoes. There are five 
enclosed digester tanks, about 
10 metres high and 20 metres in 
diameter. These use micro-organisms, 
like giant stomachs, to produce carbon 
dioxide and methane.  

The word anaerobic means 
that the process takes place in 
enclosed vessels in the absence of air.  

The methane is separated and fed into 
a combined heat and power unit. 

This is used to heat the buildings and 
to generate electricity to feed into the 
electricity grid. There are also 
opportunities, at other digester plants, 
for the methane to be injected into the 
gas grid or to be liquefied to 
produce fuel for vehicles. 

The left over material is called 
digestate, which is used as a fertiliser 
for the potato crops, so saving the use 
of artificial fertilisers. The facility is 
rated at 3.5 megawatts and uses up to 
25,000 tonnes of maize per year, 
arriving in 700 lorries from about 
7 square kilometres of planted land in 
the district.  

Interestingly, the nearby 
solar farm in Stretham 
occupies only 0.3 square 
kilometres and generates 
on a yearly average 
2 megawatts of 
electricity. 

Elizabeth Mitchell 

From Fen Fields to Fuel 

http://www.psbooks.co.uk/
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The sale in 
October was 
held in the 

Fassage Hall for the first time. It went 
really well because as usual people 
turned out their cupboards and because 
lots of people helped to carry it out.  

We made £550 half of which was given 
to Bottisham Library and half to 
Sustrans.  

We were very kindly allowed plenty of setting 
up time which is essential in order to arrange 
our products in the most attractive way! We 
made full use of the outside area for large 
bric-a-brac which takes up a lot of space and 
which can be a bit rusty! Anything comes to 
our jumble sales and we pride ourselves in 
recycling as much as possible. Thank you to 
all who came and bought and see you again 
in  March!  

Fran Platten  

News from Swaffham 
Bulbeck Primary School 

November is always a time of fund-
raising. Fortunately this year we had a 
dry fireworks celebration (and the 
morning's high winds had calmed by 
evening), so everyone was able to 
properly enjoy the massive bonfire and 
booming fireworks.  

As has become traditional, the 
children were labelled with flashing 
rings and glow sticks so that we didn't 
lose them in the dark field.  

Between the glowing lights, the hot 
dogs and plentiful supply of drinks, we 
raised nearly £900 for the 
school. Many thanks to 
the Rayners for the use of 
their field, and to our 
magnificent PSA for 
organising everything! 

The following week saw our 
annual school disco in aid of 
Children in Need. More 
flashing rings, and a vast 
array of cupcakes and 
brownies, and £265 raised. 
The children had a fabulous 
time dancing away to their 

hearts' content, and dressing up 
as superheroes. 

As part of the lottery-funded War 
Detectives project, each class visited 
the Imperial War Museum at Duxford, 
along with Red2Green. Highlights 
included going into a Morrison shelter, 
trying on the gas masks, and playing 
with 1940s toys. A wonderful hands-on 
experience for everyone (including the 
parent helpers!) and a day to 
remember. 

Amy Weatherup, Chair of Governors 
chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk  

LODE  27  STAR 

RE:NEW Services in December 

7 December 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (Bottisham Primary School)  

   with Holy Communion 

14 December 10.30am – RE:NEW Café style (at the School) 
 6.20pm – Traditional Service (Lode Chapel) 

   21 December 10.30am – RE:NEW Carol Service (at the School) 
   25 December 10.30am – Christmas Day Service (at the School) 

28 December 10.30am – RE:NEW The Bigger Picture (at the School) 
     6.20pm – Traditional service (Great Wilbraham Chapel)   

For more information about any of the activities of RE:NEW please contact  
Rev. Keith Morrison on C.813055 or Peter Wells on C.812388.   

Email: pandawells@cheerful.com   Or visit our website www.re-new.me.uk  

Continued on next page 

Christmas Blues 
As I write this there are six more 
weeks until Christmas.  Why does that 
thought give me a sinking feeling in the 
pit of my stomach?  Am I alone in that?  
What have we done to Christmas? 

It all seems to have got out of control 
somehow.  For many it has become 
the most stressful time of the year.  
Every year I seem to hear more and 
more people saying how much they 
dislike Christmas. 

 ‘Peace and goodwill’ has a hollow 
ring to it. 

 And all those cheery, sentimental 
Christmas songs just make it seem 
worse. 

 The lonely feel even lonelier. 

 The depressed feel even more 
depressed. 

 The poor get poorer. 

 Those in debt get even further into 
debt. 

 Those who already have plenty want 
even more. 

 Many of us spend far more than we 
need on food and drink and frivolity. 

 We and our children are bombarded 
with advertising whose sole purpose 
is to make us feel dissatisfied with 

what we have and to want something 
bigger or better. 

Whilst a majority of people agree that 
Christmas is about spending time with 
family and friends, and a smaller 
majority feel that it is a time when we 
should be generous to people less 
fortunate than ourselves, a survey 
taken before Christmas 2013 found 
that 18 million people were worried 
about how they would afford 
Christmas.  Many people expected to 
start the New Year in debt and many 
were still paying for the previous 
Christmas in November.  Surely this is 
not how it was meant to be? 

The true meaning of Christmas is 
simple.  We remember, and celebrate, 
that God came as a new-born child to 
live among the people he created.  
Yes, I find that mysterious and difficult 
to understand.  But I believe it.  One of 
the names given to Jesus is 
Emmanuel.  It means ‘God is with us’.  
He came to be with us in this world, to 

mailto:chair@swaffhambulbeck.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:pandawells@cheerful.com
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Village Freecycle 
If you have any offers or wants, please 
contact me by the 14

th
 of each month by 

phone (C.813362), drop a note through 
the letter box (23 Longmeadow) or e-mail 
(jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk). 

Please let me know if you would like 
anything repeating in subsequent issues. 
Everything is free and nothing is expected 
in return.  Please can you contact the 
offers after the 1

st
 of the month to make it 

a little fairer. 

Offered 

 Half-loaf bread-machine;  
Used 4-man Vango dome tent (not 
waterproof anymore, but would suit fair 
weather!)                  Andy/Jun C.813362 

 Children's games in excellent condition. 
Pop to the Shops, Tell the Time, Peter 
Rabbit board game, Spotty Dog 
Dominoes. Suitable for 4-9 yr olds.  

Fay C.813663 

 Metal framed single high bed, with desk 
and futon underneath – no mattress; 
Small chromed metal fire guard;   
Petrol Qualcast cylinder mower, for 
spares or repair.             Chris C.811512 

 
Wanted 

 cake/biscuit tins for craft project - any 
condition is fine.                Fay C.813663 

 An African or Bongo Drum,  
    Nicole C.812363 

 Old-fashioned cider/beer bottles with 
internal coarse screw thread, and jam 
jars with non-screw tops.  

                             John C.812120 

 Your old light fittings, brown Bakelite 
switches, iron conduit and switches, bulb 
holders and holders. Sheets and bits of 
Bakelite.  Postcard rack (carousel if 
possible               George 07895 064727 

show us how to live a fully human 
life, and to give us a hope and a 
future.  The real peace and joy of 
Christmas are to be found in this 
Jesus.  He is still with us amid all 
the hype and superficiality of our 
modern Christmas.  He is here to 
be found among the tinsel and the 
trimmings; the loneliness and 
depression; the poverty and 
extravagance. 

Why not try to find a quiet space in 
the midst of it all to think about who 
Jesus really is and why he came, 
and whether it ought to mean 
something to you?  Throughout 
Advent there are churches near you 
where people will be meeting to 
reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas.  Why not come and try it 
out for yourself? 

We at RE:NEW do wish you all a 
truly happy and peaceful Christmas. 

Peter Wells 

CAROL  
SERVICE 

 
Sunday  

21 December 
3.00pm 

st james’ church,  
lode 
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101 (new number) 

Anglesey Benefice 

Beryl Waterson took us on a delightful 
journey, describing a tour that was led by 
the Revd. Stephen Earl to Sinai.  

The first night the Group stayed in a 5-star 
hotel overlooking the Pyramids in Cairo.  They 
visited quite a number of monasteries 
including St. Anthony's where there is a 
waiting list of 100 young men.  In the old part 
of the Monastery they attended a Holy 
Communion Service. They met a Bedouin 
Tribe and rode camels all day.   

At St. Catherine's Monastery at the base of 
Mount Sinai they decided to join a group 
making the journey to the top at 2 o’clock in 
the morning.  They rode camels and to Beryl's 
amazement they were left on their own to 
make their way up;  She was assured the 
camel knew its way!   

The party had never seen so many stars and 
a trainee Vicar from Manchester took Holy 
Communion on the Plateau.   

At the top there is a tiny chapel where there is 
a wonderful feeling of calm and peace.  The 
following day the Bedouins took the Group 
further into the desert, this time in four-
wheeled vehicles.  Some of them asked to 
leave the camp on their own to experience the 
silence, this was very special.  They ate with 
the Bedouins and then slept out under the 
stars.   

Our meetings usually take place on the third 
Thursday of each month starting at 2.30pm in 
Lode Chapel.   

On 11 December we will be holding our 
Christmas Lunch at 1pm in Lode Chapel. You 
are most welcome to come along and join us.   

Jill Jenyns 01223 811204 

mailto:jun.thompson@tiscali.co.uk
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 

On an unusually mild-October 
Saturday a little army of people 
gathered in St Cyriac’s Church 
Swaffham Prior to pack shoe boxes. 

Many people across the benefice 
recognise that Christmas will be a 
happy time for them, filled with 
friends and family, gifts, good food 
and entertainment.  We are blessed 
to live in a place where there is 
peace and where our children can 
grow up without fear.  There are 
many places in the world where this 
is not so and villagers wanted to 
share a little of the good things of 
Christmas with those who will have 
very little joy.  

Over the last few 

months 
people 

have been 
collecting 
gifts or 

making hats and gloves to put in the 
Christmas shoe boxes.  

In total 150 boxes were packed with 
gifts for boys or girls for particular 
age groups so that we could share a 
little of our Christmas joy with others 
living in difficult circumstances.  
Those boxes together with boxes 
from several of our local schools are 
now on their way to other parts of the 
world to spread a little happiness and 
encouragement.  Each comes with a 
short greeting. 

Christmas is a time for sharing love.  

It’s what God did that very first 
Christmas when he came to be with 
us.  In Jesus Christ he came to 
share our lives; to encourage human 
beings to live not just for themselves, 
but for God and for others.  It is an 
amazing thought that the God who 
created us and gave us life came to 
live amongst us, sharing our 
humanity with all its limitations and 
challenges, its pain and its joy.  God 
placed himself in the hands of those 
he created because he loved all that 
he had made.  This Christmas as we 
give gifts to others or as we support 
the work of charities we have a 
particular connection with, we are 
placing a little of ourselves, our love 
and thoughts and concern into the 
lives and experiences of others.  
That is how the love of God is 
shared and passed on.  

This Christmas we also remember 
the work of those who in a more 
immediate way share love with 
others.  Those who give their time to 
serve Christmas dinner to rough 
sleepers or who offer their skills to 
work with Ebola patients in Sierra 
Leone.  Those aid workers who will 
spend Christmas as hostages, the 
penalty for working for others in 
dangerous places.  We pray that all 
who give of themselves for others 
will know the peace and the 
presence of the Prince of Peace this 
Christmas time. 

Wishing you a joyful and blessed 
Christmas. 
      Sue 
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ST. JAMES' CHURCH  LODE with LONGMEADOW 

Vicar:      Rev'd Sue Giles, C.812726   suethevic@btinternet.com   
Churchwardens:     Julie Sale,  C.811222  j.sale@homecall.co.uk 

Beth Marsh C.813373. bethmarsh8@btinternet.com 

READERS 
DECEMBER 
 7 Dorothy York .................. Ken York 
14 Peter Swannell.......... Coral Hatley 
21 ………….…… tba ……………….... 
24  Crib ……..….. tba ……………….… 
24 Julie Sale ............. Peter Swannell 

SIDESMEN 
DECEMBER 
 7 Ken York .................. Ann Langran 
14 Peter Swannell.......... Coral Hatley 
21 Graham Cox ............... Janice Cox 
24 Crib ……..….. tba ………….…… 
24 Peter Swannell.............. Julie Sale 

BRASSES 
5 or 12 November ................. Dora Gale 
19 or later .............................Ann Round 
2 or 9 January ........................ Julie Sale  

CHURCH SERVICES 
Services at Lode in BOLD 

Sunday 7 December  
 9.30am HOLY COMMUNION  

Sunday 14 December  
   9.30am MORNING PRAYER 

Thursday 25 December 
 8.00am Holy Communion 

at St Mary’s, Quy 
 10.00am Benefice Communion 

at Swaffham Prior 

Sunday 28 December 
 10.00am Benefice Communion 

at St Mary’s, Quy 
FAMILY CRIB 

SERVICE 

Come and hear the Christmas Story 
and find out about the true meaning 

of Christmas. 
CHRISTMAS EVE at 4.00pm 

Sunday 21 December  
   3.00pm CAROL SERVICE 

Wednesday 24 December 
 4.00pm CRIB SERVICE  
 10.00pm CHRISTMAS  

COMMUNION 

.N.B. 
CHRISTMAS 
COMMUNION   

at St James’ Church 
10.00PM 

mailto:suethevic@btinternet.com
mailto:bethmarsh8@btinternet.com
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^ = Monday to Friday only     
O
 = Saturday only 

+ = Serves Lode Church     # = leaves Lode Church 4 mins earlier than time stated 

OUTSIDE  INFORMATION   
Cambridge code (01223)  

unless otherwise indicated 

BOTTISHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE :  ........................................... 810030 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-6.00pm (9.00am Dispensary) Saturday   CLOSED 

When Surgery is closed please ring CAMDOC ........... 0330 123 9131 

BROUGHTON HALL ......................... In an emergency: Swannell 811584 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE POLICE .......................................... Emergency 999 

Non-Emergency   www.cambs.police.uk  ............. new number ....... 101 

PCSO Ian Hawkins .............................................  new number ......  101 

Email : - ecops.bottisham@cambs.pnn.police.uk 

Crimestoppers  ................................................... 0800 555 111 

LODE PARISH COUNCIL     Chairman: Philip Dean ..................... 812493 

Clerk:  Arthur Tomlinson, 5 Mill Road, Lode ................................... 811280 

ST. JAMES' CHURCH, LODE   Churchwarden: Julie Sale ........... 811222 

                                                  Churchwarden: Beth Marsh ........ 813373  
LODE CHAPEL   Peter Wells ......................................................... 812388  

ST PHILIP HOWARD CATHOLIC CHURCH, Cherry Hinton ......... 211235 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH  Co-ordinators    ......................... See inside  

LODE POST OFFICE....................................................................... 811927 

FASSAGE HALL     Bookings - Alan Lamb  .................................... 813787  
LODE SOCIAL CLUB          lodesocialclub@hotmail.co.uk    ........... 811797  

                                            Emergency key-holder: ........ 07515  909 930 

1st Bottisham RAINBOWS/Bottisham BROWNIES ............. 811055  

CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL Shire Hall ........ 0345 045 5200 

CCC Education Transport ................................................... 0345 045 5208 

County Councillor Mathew Shuter ....................................... 01638 508729 

EAST CAMBRIDGESHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL .............. 01353 665555 

      www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars 

District Councillor Kevin Ellis ........................................................... 813034 

District Councillor Robert Stevens  ................................................. 811643 

Ely Shopmobility ................................................................... 01353 666655 

SANCTUARY HEREWARD HOUSING ............................. 0845 850 5757 

BOTTISHAM SCOUT HUT for hire adampaul@btopenworld.com  .. 07841 930065 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE .................................................. 811250 

BOTTISHAM VILLAGE COLLEGE  Community Education ........... 811372 

BOTTISHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL .................................................. 811235 

SWAFFHAM BULBECK PRIMARY SCHOOL ................................ 811595 

BOTTISHAM COMMUNITY LIBRARY ............................................ 812354 

NATIONWIDE  RAIL TIMES ............................................. 08457 48 49 50 

TRAVELINE (Local transport information) ........................ 0871 200 22 33 

STAGECOACH CAMBUS CUSTOMER SERVICES ..................... 423578 

NHS DIRECT  0845 46 47 
www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk 

www.patient.co.uk 

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE    

Wednesday 10 December 

Longmeadow  2.20 - 2.45 pm 
Northfields 2.50 - 3.25 pm 
Lode Post Office 3.30 - 4.00 pm 

Renewals/Enq: 0345 045 5225 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

ROUTE 10 BUS SERVICE 

From LODE x-roads to CAMBRIDGE 

Monday to Saturday 
0652^,0722^,0737o,0749^,0804o, 
0902,1002+#,1102,1202+#,1302,1402+# 
1502

O
,1512^,1602,1702,1802 

 

From CAMBRIDGE to LODE x-roads  

Monday to Saturday 
0655^,0755,0825+,0925,1025+, 

1125,1225+,1325,1425+,1525, 
1635+,1735,1845 

sundays and  
bank holidays 

-  
no service 

Gas ............................. 0800 111999 

Anglian Water ...... 08457 145145 
Electricity ....... 0800 316 3105 
                   (Mobile . 0333 323 2105) 

WASTE & RECYCLING 
DATES IN DECEMBER   

Fen Collection—Tuesdays 
 
 

Border—Refuse & Blue lid 
No border—Green lid 

Village—Thursdays 
Border—Refuse & Blue lid 

No border—Refuse & Green lid 

2 9 16 23 31 

 5 12 19 28 

mailto:lodesocialclub@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.eastcambs.gov.uk/waste/collection-calendars
mailto:adampaul@btopenworld.com

